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passed away recently at the age of 89. Pete
was a banker and community leader in the
Rains County town of Emory, TX. He was de-
voted to his family, his community, his church,
and to politics.

Pete was born in Emory and spent a lifetime
helping to make this small town of about 1,000
people a better place in which to live. After be-
ginning his banking career in 1927 with North
Texas National Bank in Dallas and the Repub-
lic National Bank, he assumed the manage-
ment of the First National Bank in Emory in
1939 at his father’s request. He served as
President until his retirement in 1980.

Pete was instrumental in purchasing the
city’s first firetruck and establishing the city’s
cemetery and homeless shelter. His son,
David Stuart Rodes of Los Angeles, said that
his father considered his public works to be
his biggest accomplishments. Pete was active
in the Emory United Methodist Church, and
David acknowledged what many of us knew—
that Pete had a lot of moral influence in the
community, and he used it—including being
active in racial integration of the school sys-
tem and the county.

Pete also was active in the Democratic
Party. He served as a delegate to several na-
tional Democratic conventions and was mem-
ber of the presidential Electoral College in
1964. Though he was never interested in run-
ning for office, he believed in the power of pol-
itics to improve the quality of life. Pete was
Mr. Rains County—and his support of Con-
gressman and Speaker Sam Rayburn, as well
as his support of Mr. Rayburn’s successor,
Congressman Ray Roberts, and the wonderful
support that he gave to me following Speaker
Rayburn and Congressman Roberts—always
was reflected at the polls. Those who knew
Pete best always listened to him—and hon-
ored his choice and savored his friendship.

Pete’s presence was felt in every facet of
community life in Emory—in the city’s econ-
omy, in public service, in politics, in education,
and in the church. His presence will be greatly
missed by those who knew him and by those
who benefited from his devotion to his com-
munity and his country.

When I think of Pete, Mr. Speaker, I think of
that tradition of Americans whose indefatigable
and selfless spirit helped make this country
great—people like Pete who have worked tire-
lessly for the common good in small towns
and cities all across America. Their individual
efforts not only have benefited those in their
immediate community but also are part of the
collective American spirit that unites and in-
spires all of us. The memory of Pete’s spirit
will inspire others to look beyond themselves
and help their fellow man in whatever capacity
they can. It is perhaps this legacy that ulti-
mately will be greater than the individual con-
tributions that Pete made.

Pete will be missed by his wife, Lillian
Whittington Rodes, his son, David, and his
daughter, Judith Rodes Johnson. He will be
missed by all those who knew him and re-
spected him. Though other Members of this
body did not personally know him, Mr. Speak-
er, I’m sure that they know those like him in
their own communities. So as we adjourn
today, let us join together in paying our last re-
spects to this exemplary man—W.M. ‘‘Pete’’
Rodes of Emory, TX.
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Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to a noble man and a distinguished
teacher, Mr. Phil Abalan of Duluth, MN, who
died of a heart attack shortly before his class-
es were to begin on Friday, December 9.

Mr. Abalan, 51, taught social studies for 27
years at Hopkins High School in Minnetonka,
MN. His constant encouragement to his stu-
dents to excel in their studies and their lives
made Mr. Abalan a favorite among pupils and
colleagues alike. He was instrumental in initi-
ating the advanced-placement program in
American and European history at the school,
and pushed his students to their limits, often
staying long after school was over to provide
assistance and guidance. The results were
tangible: his students consistently scored high-
er on their advanced-placement tests than did
students in any other program in the country.

An avid baseball fan, Mr. Abalan was an ac-
tive umpire for both high school and amateur
baseball and softball; he also served as presi-
dent of the Northwest Umpires Association.
One of his happiest moments came when the
Minnesota Twins won the World Series in
1987.

Family and friends, students and teachers,
will miss Phil Abalan dearly. His commitment
to educating the youth of his community was
unending, his enjoyment of life complete. It is
my sincere hope that some of his students will
follow his sterling example, giving to the next
generation what Phil Abalan gave so abun-
dantly and enthusiastically to them.
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Mr. JACOBS. Mr. Speaker, I place in the
RECORD assorted comments from the Hoosier
delegation to Congress on the subject of the
President’s State of the Union Address.

The president always gives a good speech,
and he says things that we like to hear. The
problem in the past is that what the presi-
dent says and what the president does are
two very different things.—Sen. Dan Coats,
R.

In the wake of a disastrous election experi-
ence in 1994, which often centered around
failures of his presidency, President Clin-
ton’s State of the Union address offered
timely and welcome cooperation with the
Republican Congress.—Sen. Richard Lugar,
R.

From my perspective, it’s a good speech to
the extent that the president adopts items
from the Contract with America because I
think that’s what the public wants us to do.
And second, what’s going to be important is
that it not just be rhetoric, but that it be
followed up by action with his administra-
tion.—Rep. David McIntosh, R.

I have served with seven presidents and I
have never heard one of them give a State of
the Union address that did not sound good.
This one was slightly better than the aver-
age.—Rep. Andrew Jacobs, D.

Overall I believe it was positive. I look for-
ward to being in a Congress that works with
a president that is going to reduce the size of
the federal government. Sounds like that’s
what he wants to do, and if he’s sincere in
that, he’s going to get great cooperation
from this Republican-controlled house.—
Rep. John Hostettler, R.

The speech was rather striking in that for
a State of the Union address it really pro-
posed no major initiatives. Now there were a
few initiatives but there was nothing I would
call major. And he, in some ways, I think,
did not explain his core beliefs and prin-
ciples. The voter today is not just sure what
is important to this president. And I think
that the State of the Union was so long and
so diffused that he missed that oppor-
tunity.—Rep. Lee Hamilton, D.
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Sidney B. Walker, an outstand-
ing individual and fine citizen of Ohio, who has
retired after a distinguished career with the
Agriculture Stabilization and Conservation
Service.

Since 1983, Sid Walker has served as a
district director in charge of a group of 11 and
sometimes 12 country offices in northern and
western Ohio. Over the years, Sid has worked
tirelessly assisting farmers with the U.S. Agri-
cultural Department regulations regarding sub-
sidy payments.

The ASCS is a vital component in the farm-
ing economy of Ohio. Leaders such as Sid are
responsible for a stable system of prices for
agricultural products. Their dedication and mo-
tivation have been a major reason Ohio’s
farming community has been so successful.

Sid is a Chicago native. He attended Milli-
gan College in Tennessee, joined the U.S.
Army in 1956 and was discharged with the
rank of major. While in the military, he served
his country honorably, receiving numerous
awards and commendations.

Sid joined ASCS in 1976 as a county exec-
utive trainee. Following training, he was ap-
pointed to the county executive director posi-
tion in the Paulding County office. He has
been extremely helpful to scores of farmers
served by his district, and has always provided
positive leadership for the offices under his
guidance.

Mr. Speaker, Sid Walker’s distinguished ca-
reer is a model of patriotism and citizenship.
I ask my colleagues to join me in wishing Sid,
his wife Jacque, his daughter Traci, and his
sons, Chris, Chad, and Cory well as the Walk-
er family begins this new chapter in their lives.
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