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to get in return for the actions that we
take here. Do we really expect to build
a better America, to build better peo-
ple, better communities by these kinds
of actions? I don’t think so. I do think
that we ought to feed our children. I do
think that we ought to take care of
those people who find themselves in
the twilight years of their lives, and I
do think that we ought to do what is
necessary to strengthen those who are
the weakest links in our society and I
believe that we as a Nation will be bet-
ter off because of it.

Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana. Will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. CLYBURN. Yes, I will be pleased
to yield.

Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana. I thank
the gentleman for yielding. There has
been a lot of talk about contract and
we often talk about our own contract,
our contract being the United States
Constitution. Within our contract, the
preamble of our contract, which is the
preamble to the Constitution it states
in no uncertain terms that we must
promote the general welfare of our citi-
zens in our country. And it appears
that this rescission package certainly
violates that contract, when you take
money away from kids in school, you
take money away from summer jobs
and you put more kids on the street,
but let me just add a couple of other
things.

Did the gentleman know that under
the job training program, youth train-
ing program that provides direct train-
ing to help economically disadvantaged
youth in my State, $7 million will be
eliminated from this program, cancel-
ling about 2,500 young people’s jobs
this summer? Did the gentleman fur-
ther know that I have the poorest area
in the whole country in my State, in
Lake Providence, and we have been
fighting very hard and profusely to get
a job corps center and under the 1995
budget. There were four new job corps
centers in the budget and the state—
certainly Louisiana was an area that
would fall right in line with obtain-
ing—appreciating one of those benefits.
The benefits of one of those programs,
simply because it is so economically
depressed, particularly is teenagers. We
have more teenagers who are impover-
ished and who are dropping out of
school than probably any other state.

A total of 100,000 participants would
be entirely canceled as a result of this
job corps reduction in this rescission
package, and we are going to have to
cancel about 1,600 positions that we an-
ticipated that we had the opportunity
to get this program. Did the gentleman
further know that we talk about get-
ting people off of welfare and adults
need to go out and learn a skill and go
to work, but under this rescission
package how can people get out of wel-
fare and learn a skill had we cut fund-
ing for adult training?

I mean, employment training for
adults and disadvantaged and dis-
located workers, as you stated, is
eliminated. My State will lose $700,000.

And a thousand participants will be ef-
fected. That is going to take place as
soon as this rescission package passes
this body and the other body and per-
haps signed by the man on Pennsylva-
nia Avenue.

We didn’t state the impact that it
may have on housing. Let’s talk a lit-
tle bit about those people who live in
public housing, for crying out loud, in
this country. I think people in public
housing need to know that 63,000 fami-
lies will lose housing assistance as a re-
sult of this rescission package; 12,000
homeless families, homeless. These are
people who don’t have homes. They are
going to lose any kind of housing as-
sistance that they may be entitled to
under this rescission package. To add
insult to injury, 2,000 disabled individ-
uals. I just think that is just a—it is al-
most a slap in the face, and I just want
to close with the damage that it does
to veterans.

I mean, I don’t know if the gen-
tleman has served in the military, but
I know people in my district who have
served in the military and I tell you,
nothing makes me prouder than to see
a man in uniform who serves this coun-
try. I mean, we sit and talk in this
hall, in this Congress, and we enjoy the
freedoms of this country and we enjoy
the protection of this country, and we
engage in debate and it is the kind of
debate where you are at one mike and
I am at another, but these are people
who put their lives on the line and go
and fight for our freedom so we can be
free and have this kind of exchange in
a Democratic society.

But what do we do for them? Well,
they are going to suffer $206 million in
cuts, $50 million from equipment, $156
million in construction projects, and
approximately 171 hospitals and clinics
will be affected by the loss of this fund-
ing. I mean, if we can’t protect our
children, can’t protect our elderly,
can’t protect our veterans, and particu-
larly the poor, I mean, even the Bible
says the poor shall always be with us.

Mr. CLYBURN. If the gentleman
would yield, I want to thank you very
much for mentioning the veterans cuts,
because on tomorrow evening, hope-
fully at an earlier hour than we are
here at the moment, our colleague
from Florida, Ms. CORRINE BROWN, has
organized a special order in which we
are going to go through all of these re-
scissions as it relates to veterans, the
two of us that serve on the Veterans
Affairs Committee, and we are very
concerned about what these rescission
also mean to the veterans of our coun-
try.
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I had a significant number of DAV
members in my office today, Disabled
American Veterans, talking about the
impact that these rescissions will have
on them and you are talking about a
contract. This is breaking a contract.
These people, we had a contract with
them. They went off to defend the Na-
tion. They are now back, many of them

disabled, and we are now seeing that
we are going to break faith with them,
if these rescissions go through, as well
as proposed cuts for future years. So
tommorrow evening, we are going to
spend an hour going through those re-
scissions, section by section, and in-
form the American people, especially
those who served in the military, of the
exact impact that this is going to have
on them.

So I thank the gentleman very much
for bringing that up. That is why I did
not get into that this evening, because
I plan to participate tommorrow
evening with the gentlewoman from
Florida, Ms. CORRINE BROWN.

Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana. I thank
the gentleman for spending this time
with me on this special order. I thank
the gentleman for making the com-
ments that he made about all the pro-
grams that are in this rescission pack-
age.

Let me just close by simply saying,
in basic contracts, when I was in law
school, Professor DeBassenet, who was
my contract professor, taught me, we
often, I guess about almost half a se-
mester we talked about what is a con-
tract. I learned that a contract was a
manifestation to enter into a bargain
so made as to justify the other one’s
consent to that bargain will conclude
that bargain.

We entered into a contract with the
American people. We entered into that
contract in 1994 in this hall, in this
Congress. We told the American people
that we were going to fund this pro-
gram and that program, meaningful
programs so that we could promote the
general welfare of this country. We
come right herein 1995 and we rescind
or violate that contract. We call it a
rescission, but it is not really a rescis-
sion. It is a violation of the contract.
We entered into a contract with the
American people. Now we are rescind-
ing from what we agreed to do. We are
talking something away. Like that lit-
tle kid at Kenilworth who said, what is
a rescission? It is when you rescind
something, when you take it away. We
entered into a contract, and now we
are talking it away.

I want to thank the gentleman, and I
want to thank the Speaker for giving
us the opportunity to talk about these
very important issues. I certainly hope
that my colleagues, once this debate
reaches this floor, really will just put
away their partisanship, throw away
their Democratic buttons, throw away
their Republican buttons, but do not
though throw away their conscience.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 1995, the gentleman from Guam
[Mr. UNDERWOOD] is recognized for 30
minutes.

[Mr. UNDERWOOD addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]
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