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Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I would
like to wrap up our focus, our effort
this morning.

Let me just say, again, that I con-
gratulate the House on what they have
done. I think they moved forward. I
think they have examined and have
come up with new ideas. Do I support
all of it? Probably not. Is it a perfect
bill? Of course not. But it gives us an
opportunity to take a new look at
something that needs a new look.

What we are seeking is the best way
to deliver services, the best way to help
people help themselves, to find a way
to help people who need help back into
the workplace. That is what it is all
about. That is the purpose of this pro-
gram.

I went into our welfare office in Cas-
per, WY. I expected to find a staff that
was very defensive when we talked
about change. That is not true. They
felt frustrated with the program that
they now have to administer. The di-
rector showed me this whole shelf full
of regulations. He said, ‘“God, I spend
half my time working on regulations.”
They come from different Depart-
ments. They come from Agriculture,
they come from Housing, they come
from the welfare program. We need to
put them together so that they do
work.

We try to do something to encourage
people to work, and if a mother on
AFDC does not have a job or does not
look for one or does not do what is re-
quired, they seek to reduce the pay-
ments. They reduce the payments here
and they go up in food stamps, they go
up in housing. They are very frustrated
that they are not being able to accom-
plish what they want to accomplish.

There is a perception that more Gov-
ernment is needed by some, that more
money is needed. Since the war on pov-
erty, the Federal Government has
spent nearly $5 trillion on social wel-
fare programs. Federal, State and local
governments combined now spend $350
billion a year, 20 percent more than the
Government spends on national de-
fense.

Separate Medicaid from food stamps
and aid to families with dependent
children and you find a program that
costs taxpayers approximately $90 bil-
lion a year, more than five times what
it was in 1981.

Specifically, the Federal share for
Medicaid spending in the State of Wyo-
ming has grown from $42 million to
over $107 million from 1990 to 1994. The
State’s share for that program has
grown from $24 to $61 million in that
same period of time. And we all know
what the results have been.

We have heard a great deal of criti-
cism from the administration regard-
ing the Republicans’ efforts to reform
welfare. On the other hand, that is
what the President talked about when
he came here. He said, ‘“We’re going to
change welfare as we know it.”” Unfor-
tunately, we have not heard much late-
ly from the administration. The pro-
posal introduced by the President in
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1994 exempted all welfare mothers born
before 1972 and proposed $9.3 billion in
additional spending. Exempting 80 per-
cent of the current caseload is not an
answer, nor is the infusion of more
money without change.

So what we are talking about is a
great opportunity to provide real help,
to provide a system that delivers the
help to the people who need the help,
not take it off on the way there.

I hope that we can start, as we said
in the beginning, with a stipulation
that everyone in this place is compas-
sionate about children, everyone in
this place wants to find a system that
works and that we do not polarize our-
selves by saying, ‘‘These folks want to
throw everybody out; these folks want
to help everybody.” That is not the
case.

Like the Senator from Pennsylvania,
I call on the media to help, to help
really say what the facts are, to really
lay out that cuts are not cuts, reduc-
tions in spending proposals are not
cuts, that consolidation of programs
can end up with more benefit to recipi-
ents, and that is where we are.

Mr. President, we appreciate this op-
portunity in the morning time, and we
look forward to participating in devel-
oping a program of assistance to Amer-
icans that will bring them out of pov-
erty and into the workplace.

I yield the floor.

———

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY

Mr. PRESSLER. Mr. President, last
Saturday the people of Greece cele-
brated 172 years of Greek independence
from the Ottoman Empire. The Greek
emancipation from the reins of tyr-
anny brings to mind our own ancestors’
struggle for freedom. Greece and the
United States share a common struggle
rooted in a common philosophy of lib-
erty and self-governance put forth by
the ancient Greeks.

Thomas Jefferson looked to the an-
cient Greeks when he made the case for
representative democracy. Jefferson
once said, ‘“* ** to the ancient
Greeks * * * we are all indebted for the
light which led ourselves out of Gothic
darkness.”” The Declaration of Inde-
pendence closely mirrors the ideals of
ancient Greek philosophers. Greek
Independence Day not only commemo-
rates Greece’s victory over oppression,
but also celebrates deeply rooted philo-
sophical symmetry—one honed by
great statesmen from Aristotle to
Thomas Jefferson.

America’s relationship with the
Greeks came full circle when, on the
eve of their revolution for independ-
ence, the Greek commander in chief,
Petros Mavomichalis implored Ameri-
cans for assistance:

Having formed the resolution to live or die
for freedom, we are drawn toward you by a
just sympathy since it is in your land that
liberty has fixed her abode, and by you that
she is prized as by our fathers. Hence, hon-
oring her name, we invoke yours at the same
time, trusting that in imitating you, we
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shall imitate our ancestors and be thought
worthy of them if we succeed in resembling
you . . . it is for you, citizens of America, to
crown this glory.

Cognizant of the familiar ideals upon
which the United States was founded,
Greeks emigrated to the United States
en masse during the early 1900’s. Thus,
generations of Greek-Americans have
been able to contribute to the reaffir-
mation of their ancestors’ political
philosophies.

Greek immigrants emulated their an-
cestors’ drive for knowledge. By 1970,
Greek-Americans already topped other
ethnic groups in median educational
achievement. Combined with this intel-
lectual drive, Greeks brought with
them a diligent work ethic. Greek
Independence Day also gives us an op-
portunity to pay special tribute to the
industrious traditions of Greek-Ameri-
cans and their outstanding contribu-
tion to our society.

I take this opportunity to wish all
Greeks, whether they be in Greece or
my home State of South Dakota, the
very best during this 172d year of
Greek independence.

———

TRIBUTE TO JENNIE BLAIR

Mr. HEFLIN. Mr. President, the
Democratic Party of Alabama lost one
of its most ardent supporters and ac-
tivists on March 12, when Madison
County Chairwoman Jennie Blair
passed away. She was a strong, dedi-
cated woman who contributed greatly
to her State and community over the
years.

Jennie was a very eloquent spokes-
person for the causes and programs
that help the people who are least able
to help themselves. She was a positive
force for good. Activists on the other
side felt a kindred spirit with her, and
also felt the loss.

She was a retired South Central Bell
employee and labor activist who had
long been involved in local Democratic
Party politics. Just last month, Jennie
was elected to a 4-year term as Madi-
son County chairwoman. Huntsville,
Alabama’s third-largest city, is located
in Madison.

A native of Lincoln County, TN, she
was a member of the Communications
Workers of America and a delegate to
the Democratic National Convention.
She held many other leadership posi-
tions in the State and national party,
and played a pivotal role in the 1992
convention.

Jennie Blair’s determination, energy,
enthusiasm, and drive will be sorely
missed by those who knew and worked
with and against her. She took her pol-
itics seriously, and truly believed in
the principles of the Democratic Party.
She believed that Government can be a
positive force in people’s lives and was
never shy about expressing that view.
She was a dynamic example of the best
things about politics and public serv-
ice.
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