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CONGRESS WILL PROTECT
AMERICA’S VETERANS

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, we
paused last week, as we do each No-
vember 11th, to honor American veter-
ans who have given so much to their
country for the cause of freedom. As a
nation, we stop on Veterans Day to ex-
press our gratitude for their service
and their sacrifice. And it is worth
questioning whether the freedom which
we embrace in America would have
spread across the world had those sac-
rifices not been made.

Because of their profound love for
their country, veterans understand bet-
ter than many people how important it
is that we face the problems plaguing
this Nation. ““Congress is doing exactly
what | want it to do, in spite of some
who oppose the progress we are mak-
ing,” wrote a disabled veteran from
Shoreview, MN, who urged me to con-
tinue pressing for a balanced budget.

So in much the same way Americans
once united during wartime, we are
now united in peace, working together
as a nation to create a Government
strong enough to meet the needs of its
veterans today, while it safeguards the
freedom our veterans ensured for us.

That is why | find it so appalling
that veterans would be singled out by
the President and his administration
to be the latest political pawns in their
budget maneuverings.

Mr. President, | have received a copy
of a press release issued by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs just 2 days
ago, and | am utterly disgusted by the
scare tactics it employs and the bla-
tant misrepresentations it contains.

“Nearly 3.6 million veterans, widows,
and children may have to wait on their
monthly benefits checks due to the
Government shutdown,” it begins.
“Unfortunately, some veterans and
their families may become budget cas-
ualties,” said VA Secretary Jesse
Brown.

Suggesting that veterans—many of
whom sustained grave injuries and lost
close friends and family members in
battle—could become casualties them-
selves, this time of a budget war, is
tasteless and extreme. It is shocking to
me that the U.S. Government would
dishonor our veterans this way, play-
ing on their fears and resorting to
these kinds of tactics in an attempt to
score political points for the President.

In his press release, Secretary Brown
claims that all President Clinton has
asked for from Congress is a stopgap
spending bill free of controversial rid-
ers. That is precisely what Congress
will deliver to the President this
week—a stopgap bill that gives him the
funds he needs to run the Government,
and asks him to pledge he will work to-
gether with Congress to balance the
budget within 7 years. Yet even before
he sees our bill, President Clinton is
vowing to veto it.

Mr. President, the men and women
who have so proudly served in this Na-
tion’s Armed Forces will not be left in
the cold, and to suggest that the Gov-
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ernment would ever allow that to hap-
pen is the height of irresponsibility. By
signing the temporary spending legis-
lation this Congress is preparing to
send to the White House, veterans ben-
efits would be designated as an essen-
tial Government service. | urge the
President to do so, so that this Na-
tion’s veterans will continue to receive
their monthly benefit checks on sched-
ule and without delay.

The press release from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, however, un-
derscores the lengths this administra-
tion is willing to go as they attempt to
derail our efforts to balance the budg-
et. But do not be taken in by the politi-
cal rhetoric—it is inflammatory and it
is harsh, but it is nothing but rhetoric.
A similar situation occurred earlier
this year, when the President tried to
gain some political mileage scaring
senior citizens with his Medicare mis-
information. And so it was only a mat-
ter of time before he would go after the
Nation’s veterans, too.

It is indeed unfortunate that this
President is so out of touch with the
military and the sacrifices demanded
by those who serve in uniform that he
would attempt to frighten American
veterans in such a manner.

Mr. President, | urge my colleagues
to join me in denouncing these des-
perate tactics. They disgrace our veter-
ans and serve no useful purpose in the
very serious debate over the financial
future of this great Nation.

REPORT OF PROPOSED LEGISLA-

TION MAKING FURTHER CON-
TINUING APPROPRIATIONS FOR
THE FISCAL YEAR 1996—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT—
PM 96

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations.

To the Congress of the United States:

In declaring my intention to dis-
approve House Joint Resolution 122,
the further continuing resolution for
fiscal year 1996, | stated my desire to
approve promptly a clean extension of
the continuing resolution that expired
on November 13. Accordingly, | am for-
warding the enclosed legislation that
would provide for such an extension.
This legislation also provides that all
Federal employees furloughed during
the Government shutdown through no
fault of their own will be compensated
at their ordinary rate for the period of
the furlough.

I urge the Congress to act on this leg-
islation promptly and to return it to
me for signing.

WiLLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE Housk, November 16, 1995.

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 9:02 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
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Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following joint resolution, in which it
requests the concurrence of the Senate:

H.J. Res. 122. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the fiscal
year 1996, and for other purposes.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The message also announced that the
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bill:

S. 395. An act to authorize and direct the
Secretary of Energy to sell the Alaska Power
Administration, and to authorize the export
of Alaska North Slope crude oil, and for
other purposes.

The enrolled bill was signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore
(Mr. THURMOND).

At 3:47 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Goetz, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the
report of the committee of conference
on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses on the amendment of the Sen-
ate to the bill (H.R. 2126) making ap-
propriations for the Department of De-
fense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1996, and for other purposes.

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC-1598. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Defense Finance and Accounting
Service, the Department of Defense, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a cost comparison
study of Vendor Pay function supporting the
Defense Commissary Agency; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-1599. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety
Board, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port on the status of internal audit and in-
vestigative activities for fiscal year 1995; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memori-
als were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-466. A resolution adopted by the Sali-
nas City Firefighters of Salinas, CA, relative
to the Ward Valley of the East Mojave; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

POM-467. A petition from the attorney
general of the State of Hawaii relative to
proposed legislation entitled ‘“The Medicare
Preservation Act of 1995”’; to the Committee
on Finance.

POM-468. A petition from a citizen of the
State of Kansas for a redress of grievances;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

POM-469. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of Michi-
gan; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

““SENATE RESOLUTION No. 30.

“A resolution to memorialize the Congress
of the United States regarding voluntary, in-
dividual, unorganized, and non-mandatory
prayer in public schools.
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“Whereas, the United States of America
was founded by men and women with varied
religious beliefs and ideals; and

“Whereas, The First Amendment to the
United States Constitution states that Con-
gress shall make no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof . . ., which means that the
government is prohibited from establishing a
state religion. However, no barriers shall be
erected against the practice of any religion;
and

“Whereas, The establishment clause of the
First Amendment was not drafted to protect
Americans from religion, rather, its purpose
was clearly to protect Americans from gov-
ernmental mandates with respect to religion;
and

“Whereas, The Michigan Legislature
strongly believes that reaffirming a right to
voluntary, individual, unorganized, and non-
mandated prayer in the public schools is an
important element of religious choice guar-
anteed by the constitution, and will reaffirm
those religious rights and beliefs upon which
the nation was founded: Now, therefore, be it

““‘Resolved by the Senate, That the members
of this legislative body memorialize the Con-
gress of the United States to strongly sup-
port voluntary, individual, unorganized, and
non-mandatory prayer in the public schools
of this nation; and be it further

““Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation.

POM-470. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

““HoUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 142

“Whereas, the flag of the United States is
the ultimate symbol of our country and it is
the unique fiber that holds together a di-
verse and different people into a nation we
call America and the United States; and

“Whereas, as of March, 1995, forty-six
states have memorials to the United States
Congress urging action to protect the Amer-
ican flag from willful physical desecration
and these legislations represent nearly two
hundred and twenty-nine million Americans,
more than ninety percent of our country’s
population; and

“Whereas, although the right of free ex-
pression is part of the foundation of the
United States Constitution, very carefully
drawn limits on expression in specific in-
stances have long been recognized as legiti-
mate means of maintaining public safety and
decency, as well as orderliness and produc-
tive value of public debate; and

“Whereas, certain actions, although argu-
ably related to one person’s free expression,
nevertheless, raise issues concerning public
decency, public peace, and the rights of other
citizens; and

“Whereas, there are symbols of our na-
tional soul such as the Washington Monu-
ment, the United States Capitol Building,
and memorials to our greatest leaders, which
are the property of every American and are
therefore worthy of protection from desecra-
tion and dishonor; and

“Whereas, the American Flag is a most
honorable and worthy banner of a nation
which is thankful for its strengths and com-
mitted to curing its faults, and remains the
destination of millions of immigrants at-
tracted by the universal power of the Amer-
ican ideal; and

“Whereas the law as interpreted by the
United States Supreme Court no longer ac-
cords to the Stars and Stripes the reverence,
respect, and dignity befitting the banner of
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that most noble experiment of a nation-
state; and

“Whereas, it is only fitting that people ev-
erywhere should lend their voices to a force-
ful call for restoration to the Stars and
Stripes of a proper station under law and de-
cency; and

“Whereas, an increasing number of citi-
zens, individually and collectively, in Hawaii
and throughout the nation, have called for
action to ban the willful desecration of the
American flag; and to ignore the effect of
this decision would be an affront to everyone
who has been committed to the ideals of our
nation in times of war and in times of peace:
Now, therefore; be it

““Resolved by the House of Representatives of
the Eighteenth Legislature of the State of Ha-
waii, Regular Session of 1995, the Senate con-
curring, That this body respectfully requests
each member of Hawaii’s congressional dele-
gation, with the specific purpose of urging
the Congress of the United States to support
an amendment to the United States Con-
stitution, for ratification by the states, pro-
viding that Congress and the states shall
have the power to prohibit the willful phys-
ical desecration of the flag of the United
States; and; be it further

““Resolved That certified copies of this Con-
current Resolution be transmitted to each
member of Hawalii’s congressional delega-
tion.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute:

S. 1331. A bill to adjust and make uniform
the dollar amounts used in title 18 to distin-
guish between grades of offenses, and for
other purposes.

S. 1332. A bill to clarify the application of
certain Federal criminal laws to territories,
possessions, and commonwealths, and for
other purposes.

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
committees were submitted:

By Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on
the Judiciary:

Florence K. Murray, of Rhode Island, to be
a Member of the Board of Directors of the
State Justice Institute for a term expiring
September 17, 1998.

David Allen Brock, of New Hampshire, to
be a Member of the Board of Directors of the
State Justice Institute for a term expiring
September 17, 1997.

Joseph Francis Baca, of New Mexico, to be
a Member of the Board of Directors of the
State Justice Institute for a term expiring
September 17, 1998.

Robert Nelson Baldwin, of Virginia, to be a
Member of the Board of Directors of the
State Justice Institute for a term expiring
September 17, 1998.

Frank Policaro, Jr., of Pennsylvania, to be
United States Marshal for the Western Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania for the term of 4 years.

D.W. Bransom, Jr., of Texas, to be United
States Marshal for the Northern District of
Texas for the term of 4 years.

(The above nominations were re-

ported with the recommendation that
they be confirmed.)
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Mr.
BYRD, Mr. HEFLIN, and Mr. CAMP-
BELL):

S. 1417. A bill to assess the impact of the
NAFTA, to require further negotiation of
certain provision of the NAFTA, and to pro-
vide for the withdrawal from the NAFTA un-
less certain conditions are met; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. SANTORUM (for himself and
Mr. SPECTER):

S. Res. 195. A resolution to honor Fred-
erick C. Branch on the 50th anniversary of
his becoming the first African American
commissioned officer in the United States
Marine Corps; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Mr.
BYRD, Mr. HEFLIN, and Mr.
CAMPBELL):

S. 1417. A bill to assess the impact of
the NAFTA, to require further negotia-
tion of certain provision of the
NAFTA, and to provide for the with-
drawal from the NAFTA unless certain
conditions are met; to the Committee
on Finance.

THE NAFTA ACCOUNTABILITY ACT

® Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, the
North American Free-Trade Agreement
[NAFTA] has been a total disaster for
our Nation. Virtually all of the prom-
ises made when it was passed have
turned out to be hollow and shallow
rhetoric.

We have gone from a trade surplus
with Mexico to an unprecedented and
unbelievable trade deficit. Our econ-
omy is being drained, while jobs,
plants, and opportunities move out of
this country. It is time to admit that
NAFTA is a lemon. When we get a
lemon we take it back. We demand
that the promises made when it was
sold be kept. If not, then our only
choice is to withdraw from NAFTA.

This coming Monday will be the 2d
anniversary of the passage of the North
American Free-Trade Agreement
[NAFTA] by the Senate. Today | am
pleased to introduce the NAFTA Ac-
countability Act. | am also pleased to
have Mr. BYRD, Mr. HEFLIN, and Mr.
CAMPBELL as original cosponsors of
this legislation.

As we approach the second anniver-
sary of NAFTA, we need to remember
the promises of NAFTA. The advocates
of this trade agreement promised a
more vibrant economy, a stabilized
economic framework, more high-pay-
ing jobs, increased exports, improved
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