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40 realized they needed their own home of-
fice, which led to the purchase of the building
at 241 Gostlin Street in Hammond. This re-
mains their current home office. Local organi-
zations hold special events at Post 40, includ-
ing the Soccer Club ‘‘Polonia,’’ Saturday
School of Polish Language, and academia
group 3095. In 1936, the Women’s Auxiliary at
Post 40 was organized by Mrs. W.
Wytrzymalski, who also became the first presi-
dent. The Women’s Auxiliary has offered its
assistance in all veterans’ undertakings, espe-
cially in its collection of ‘‘Blawateck’’ (Polish
Buddy Poppies), which are sold to help raise
money for the veterans.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I would like to reit-
erate my congratulations to Post 40 Com-
mander Prygon, Financial Secretary Wiecinski,
and all members of PAVA Post 40 for their
commitment to remembering their Polish herit-
age, as well as their commitment to improving
the quality of life for all residents of Indiana’s
First Congressional District. May their 75th an-
niversary celebration be a joyous one.
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COLUMBUS HOUSE HONORED

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO
OF CONNECTICUT
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, the week of
May 13–20, 1996 will officially be declared Co-
lumbus House Awareness Week. Columbus
House is an organization which delivers both
emergency care and shelter to the homeless
and seeks to assist homeless persons in find-
ing permanent housing. On May 19, 1996 Co-
lumbus House will honor their volunteers.

Columbus House opened in 1982 and was
New Haven’s first shelter for homeless men
and women. The original mission of the orga-
nization was to provide basic food and shelter
services. However, it has since evolved and
expanded. The organization now seeks to un-
derstand and address the problems that lead
to homelessness. The Columbus House has
been nationally recognized for innovative pro-
grams. One such program is the Length of
Stay Program, in which the residents set goals
for themselves and develop a timetable in
which to achieve them. Columbus House also
charges residents a nominal fee for their stay,
a practice which promotes the ultimate goal of
self-reliance.

The dual mission of Columbus House is
what makes it so remarkable and valuable to
the New Haven community. Providing emer-
gency housing is a crucial community service.
The shelter has not only emergency shelter
beds but also provides several outreach serv-
ices. These include a mobile crisis van and
outreach workers who try to link the mentally
ill with the treatment and services they need.
Columbus House aims to help residents be-
come self-sufficient and able to maintain per-
manent housing. In addition to providing coun-
seling, job training, and medical care, Colum-
bus House strives to cultivate a sense of self-
worth, self-dignity, and self-reliance in those
who feel that their lives are beyond their con-
trol. It is rebuilding a resident’s sense of self
that is the key to the program’s success. Co-
lumbus House gives residents the tools to

handle life on their own and to effectively seek
resolutions to their problems.

The work of caring for the homeless has be-
come increasingly difficult. Many people are
no longer compassionate about the plight of
the homeless and are frustrated by the many
problems that come together to contribute to
homelessness. I commend Columbus House
for facing all the issues that surround home-
lessness and continuing to work every day to
solve them. I am proud to join Columbus
House in applauding the many volunteers who
make the day-to-day operation a success. I
thank Columbus House for over a decade of
service to the New Haven community.
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I am taking this
opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
provided by the DeKalb County Volunteer Fire
Department. These brave civic-minded people
give freely of their time so that we may all feel
safer at night.

Few realize the depth of training and hard
work that goes into being a volunteer fire-
fighter. To quote one of my local volunteers,
‘‘These firemen must have an overwhelming
desire to do for others while expecting nothing
in return.’’

Preparation includes twice-monthly training
programs in which they have live drills, study
the latest videos featuring the latest in fire-
fighting tactics, as well as attend seminars
where they can obtain the knowledge they
need to save lives. Within a year of becoming
a volunteer firefighter, most attend the Ten-
nessee fire training school in Murfreesboro
where they undergo further, intensified train-
ing.

When the residents of my district go to bed
at night, they know that should disaster strike
and their home catch fire, well-trained and
qualified volunteer fire departments are ready
and willing to give so graciously and gener-
ously of themselves. This peace of mind
should not be taken for granted.

By selflessly giving of themselves, they en-
sure a safer future for us all. We owe these
volunteer fire departments a debt of gratitude
for their service and sacrifice.
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Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, today, I am
introducing the Medical Privacy in the Age of
New Technologies Act. This legislation will en-
sure that a patient’s personal health informa-
tion will not be disclosed without that patient’s
consent.

For the first time, patients nationwide will
have control of their medical records and have
the right to deny outsiders access to their pri-
vate medical information.

This sounds like a simple principle with
which the medical community should already
comply. Unfortunately, current medical privacy
guidelines are inadequate and vary from State
to State. In fact, the papers are filled with hor-
ror stories about insurers, banks, and employ-
ers misusing health information to discriminate
against individuals. While businesses gain this
medical information to the detriment of the rest
of us, only 28 States, including Washington
currently allow people even to examine their
own medical records.

The legislation I am introducing today will
give individuals the right to know what is being
done with their medical information. It will
place in the individual’s control what is done
with that information, who sees it, and why.

In addition to being inadequate, today’s pri-
vacy standards fail to address the impact of
new technologies on our medical system.
These new technologies deeply affect the pri-
vacy of health information. This bill addresses
the threats to an individual’s health information
from new genetic technologies, and from the
computerization of medical records.

Genetic health information is an especially
sensitive part of a patient’s medical record. As
knowledge increases about the genetic com-
ponent of many common diseases, so does
the possibility that information in an individ-
ual’s medical file will be used to deny entire
families health care coverage. One recent
study documented 200 cases of healthy peo-
ple being denied jobs, insurance, the right to
adopt, and educational opportunities because
they either had or were suspected to have a
genetic predisposition for a disease, even
though they did not actually have the disease.

Computers have revolutionized the way in
which an individual’s medical information is
collected, stored, and disseminated. Without
adequate enforceable standards, this informa-
tion can easily be misused to breach the pri-
vacy rights of patients and lead to several
forms of discrimination.

Now, I don’t want to get into horror stories
which already have occurred in the private
sector, but I do want to warn you that Con-
gress has yet to realize the importance and
consequences of computer technologies in the
medical system. Just last month, the House
passed Administrative Simplification provisions
as part of the Kennedy-Kassebaum health in-
surance reform bill. These provisions would
force doctors to computerize sensitive patient
medical records to make it easier for insur-
ance companies to bill patients. Yet, in making
it easier for insurance companies to maximize
their profits, Congress failed to attach ade-
quate privacy protections. New technologies
have the potential to improve the quality of
health care, to help doctors effectively treat
their patients, and to lower the cost of health
care. However, strong medical record privacy
protections must be in place to ensure that
such technologies are not misused to discrimi-
nate against patients and their families.

I believe this bill gives patients the right to
protect their personal health information from
being misused and prevent them from feeling
the wrath of discrimination to which the ero-
sion of medical standards could lead.
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Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I commend the fol-
lowing article to my colleagues:

Approximately 2:00 a.m., on May 10, 1996
at Camp Lejeune, NC, two U.S. Marine Corps
helicopters collided while participating in
‘‘Combined Joint Task Force Exercise 96.’’
This exercise known as ‘‘war games’’ con-
sisted of 53,000 British and American troops.
The incident which occurred in a wooded area
near Courthouse Bay boat basin at Camp
Lejeune involved a troop carrier and an as-
sault helicopter. There were 16 victims, 14
dead or in critical condition.

Lance Cpl. Jackie Chidester, 23, of Newark,
OH was one of the 14 servicemen that died.
Jackie was part of the S–3 BLT 2/8 24th
NEU(SOC) Unit. The Battalion Landing Team
of the 2nd Division, 8th Marine Regiment, 24
Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations
Capable).

Lance Cpl. Chidester excelled in the class-
room and in athletics while attending Licking
Valley High School. He was the captain of the
Licking Valley football team in 1990 when they
clinched the championship and won all-league
honors. He also was a State qualifier in wres-
tling during his junior year. In 1991, Jackie
graduated from Licking Valley and attended
Heidelberg College in Tiffin, OH. Lance Cpl.
Chidester was the son of Imogene Miller and
Jackie Lee Chidester.

‘‘He fulfilled a life long dream when he en-
listed in the Marine Corps,’’ his father stated,
‘‘he loved the Marines. It was rough, tough,
and he loved it.’’

Whereas, the citizens of the United States
and the 18th Congressional District of Ohio,
with a real sense of honor join me in com-
mending Lance Cpl. Jackie Paul Chidester on
his dedication to serve and protect our great
country. He will be greatly missed by his fam-
ily, friends, and colleagues in the Marine
Corps.
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Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great
pleasure to rise today and pay tribute to the
Herndon Middle School Symphonic Band,
which will receive one of the most prestigious
international awards for junior high and inter-
mediate school bands. On May 19, 1996, the
Herndon Middle School Symphonic Band will
receive the John Philip Sousa Foundation’s
Sudler Silver Cup, an honor which recognizes
junior high and intermediate school bands that
have demonstrated the highest standards of
excellence in all respects of their activities.
Under the direction of a very dedicated and
talented music director, Mrs. Noreen
Linnemann, it is one of only two bands from
the entire United States and Canada to re-
ceive this coveted award this year.

Each year, the John Philip Sousa Founda-
tion awards the Sudler Silver Cup after con-
ducting a rigorous selection process under-
taken by a committee made up of nationally-
known band conductors. The selection com-
mittee chooses award recipients based on the
following criteria: First, the band’s music direc-
tor has been incumbent in his or her position
for at least 7 consecutive years; second, the
band has maintained a high standard of excel-
lence in the concert area for several years;
third, the band has received a superior rating
at State, regional, or national levels of com-
petition; fourth, the band has performed at sig-
nificant meetings at State, regional, and na-
tional levels; fifth, a number of students in the
band have participated in district and all-State
honor bands or similar groups. There is no
limit on the number of bands which can re-
ceive the Sudler Silver Cup each year. So in-
deed, not only is it a remarkable accomplish-
ment that the Herndon Middle School Sym-
phonic Band earned this honor, it is equally
commendable that it is one of only two bands
worthy of receiving the award in 1996.

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues will join
me in applauding the hard work and commit-
ment of Mrs. Linnemann and this talented
group of young musicians. I congratulate them
on receiving this distinguished award and for
making their parents, neighbors, and commu-
nity proud of this exceptional achievement.
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RAOUL WALLENBERG COMMEMO-
RATIVE STAMP UNVEILING
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OF PENNSLYVANIA
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Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to an American hero,
Raoul Wallenberg. Raoul Wallenberg risked
his life to save thousands of people from the
Holocaust in Budapest, Hungary. His legacy is
to remind us all of what is truly great about
mankind. He selflessly risked his own life to
save anywhere from 30,000 to 150,000 Jews
from the Nazis.

On May 8, 1996, the U.S. Postal Service
paid special tribute to Raoul Wallenberg by
unveiling a 1997 commemorative stamp in his
honor.

Mr. Speaker, the issue of creating a com-
memorative stamp for Raoul Wallenberg was
brought to my attention in 1992 when I was
first elected to the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. My constituent, Ilene Pachman, residing
in Richboro, PA, asked me to support her na-
tional effort to solicit the U.S. Postal Service in
issuing a commemorative stamp for this ex-
traordinary man.

Since that time, with Ilene’s help, we sent
two letters to the Postmaster General, Marvin
Runyon, asking that a commemorative stamp
be issued honoring Raoul Wallenberg. Both
letters were signed by over 50 Members of the
House of Representatives.

Initially, Mrs. Pachman was inspired by the
accounts of both Dr. Vera Goodkin, a New
Jersey professor saved by Wallenberg, and
Angela Adachi of New York, who was his per-
sonal aide in Budapest. Later, around the time
that the Elvis Presley stamp was being issued,
when Mrs. Pachman read that Adolph Eich-
mann is better know than Wallenberg, she re-

alized the need for and the value of a U.S.
Wallenberg stamp.

Ilene said that she ‘‘gleaned ideas and
found supporters from watching speakers on
C-Span and from endless networking.’’ All of
her hard work paid off, and like Raoul
Wallenberg, Ilene did not give up her quest.

I would like to take this opportunity to per-
sonally thank Ilene Pachman. It is due to her
determination and enthusiasm that the U.S.
Postal Service as well as all Americans are
honoring the memory and commemorating the
life of a true American hero, Raoul
Wallenberg.

Thank you, Ilene.
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HONORING THE AUBURNTOWN
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I am taking this
opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
provided by the Auburntown Volunteer Fire
Department. These brave, civic-minded people
give freely of their time so that we may all feel
safer at night.

Few realize the depth of training and hard
work that goes into being a volunteer fire-
fighter. To quote one of my local volunteers,
‘‘These firemen must have an overwhelming
desire to do for others while expecting nothing
in return.’’

Preparation includes twice-monthly training
programs in which they have live drills, study
the latest videos featuring the latest in fire-
fighting tactics, as well as attend seminars
where they can obtain the knowledge they
need to save lives. Within a year of becoming
a volunteer firefighter, most attend the Ten-
nessee fire training school in Murfreesboro
where they undergo further, intensified train-
ing.

When the residents of my district go to bed
at night, they know that should disaster strike
and their home catch fire, well-trained and
qualified volunteer fire departments are ready
and willing to give so graciously and gener-
ously of themselves. This peace of mind
should not be taken for granted.

By selflessly giving of themselves, they en-
sure a safer future for us all. We owe these
volunteer fire departments a debt of gratitude
for their service and sacrifice.
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AN HONEST BUDGET FOR
AMERICAN FAMILIES

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM
OF CALIFORNIA
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Thursday, May 16, 1996

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I am very
proud of the work that this Congress has done
in the interest of our children and the genera-
tions to come. In my 20 years with the U.S.
Navy and my few short years in Congress, I
believe that being part of the Republican effort
to balance the Federal budget is the most im-
portant work I’ve done in my life.

While the President is fully engaged in the
campaign to save his job, the Republican-led
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