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[Mr. EHLERS] for the initiative that he
displayed in bringing this matter to
the conclusion that it has found today,
and I ask the Members to extend their
support to the current legislation.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong
support of H.R. 234, the Boating and Aviation
Safety Act. The bill amends Federal bank-
ruptcy law to ensure financial responsibility for
individuals who cause deaths or injuries by
operation of a boat or aircraft while under the
influence of drugs or alcohol. Specifically, the
measure prohibits bankruptcy courts from dis-
charging an individual’s debts for wrongful
death or injuries if caused by the individual’s
operation of a motor vehicle, boat, or aircraft
while intoxicated.

This legislation is extremely important to
residents of my district, many of whom live on
the shoreline of the Long Island Sound. Boat-
ing accidents are an unfortunate reality on a
highly active waterway. As the summer boat-
ing season begins, it is essential to provide
the victims of preventable boating accidents
the same recourse for reckless piloting of
boats on our waters as any victim of a acci-
dent in a car. This important legislation would
extend the bankruptcy law that pertains to op-
erators of motor vehicles to operators of boats
and aircraft. This is a matter of fairness.

While some bankruptcy courts have used a
broad interpretation of the motor vehicle to in-
clude operators of aircraft and boats in cases
of injury or death to others due to intoxication,
some have not. In order to ensure justice to
the victims of boating accidents and their fami-
lies we must pass this measure today.

We must send a strong message to boat
operators: If you drink and operate a boat you
are going to face the same harsh punishment
that you would if you drink and drive. I strong-
ly support this bill and urge its immediate
adoption.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr.
GEKAS] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 234, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Edwin
Thomas, one of his secretaries.
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ADMINISTRATIVE DISPUTE
RESOLUTION ACT OF 1996

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2977) to reauthorize alternative
means of dispute resolution in the Fed-
eral administrative process, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2977
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Administra-
tive Dispute Resolution Act of 1996’’.
SEC. 2. AMENDMENT TO DEFINITIONS.

Section 571 of title 5, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3)—
(A) by striking ‘‘, in lieu of an adjudication

as defined in section 551(7) of this title,’’;
(B) by striking ‘‘settlement negotiations,’’;

and
(C) by striking ‘‘and arbitration’’ and in-

serting ‘‘arbitration, and use of ombuds-
men’’; and

(2) in paragraph (8)—
(A) in subparagraph (B) by striking ‘‘deci-

sion,’’ and inserting ‘‘decision;’’; and
(B) by striking the matter following sub-

paragraph (B).
SEC. 3. AMENDMENTS TO CONFIDENTIALITY PRO-

VISIONS.
(a) LIMITATION OF CONFIDENTIALITY APPLI-

CATION TO COMMUNICATION.—Section 574(a) of
title, 5, United States Code, is amended in
the matter before paragraph (1) by striking
‘‘any information concerning’’.

(b) ALTERNATIVE CONFIDENTIALITY PROCE-
DURES.—Section 574(d) of title 5, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ after ‘‘(d)’’; and
(2) by adding at the end thereof the follow-

ing new paragraph:
‘‘(2) To qualify for the exemption estab-

lished under subsection (j), an alternative
confidential procedure under this subsection
may not provide for less disclosure than the
confidential procedures otherwise provided
under this section.’’.

(c) EXEMPTION FROM DISCLOSURE BY STAT-
UTE.—Section 574(j) of title 5, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘This section’’
and inserting ‘‘This section (other than sub-
section (a))’’.
SEC. 4. AMENDMENT TO REFLECT THE CLOSURE

OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE CON-
FERENCE.

(a) PROMOTION OF ADMINISTRATIVE DISPUTE
RESOLUTIONS.—Section 3(a)(1) of the Admin-
istrative Dispute Resolution Act (5 U.S.C. 581
note; Public Law 101–552; 104 Stat. 2736) is
amended by striking ‘‘the Administrative
Conference of the United States and’’.

(b) COMPILATION OF INFORMATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 582 of title 5,

United States Code, is repealed.
(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-

MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 5 of
title 5, United States Code, is amended by
striking the item relating to section 582.

(c) FEDERAL MEDIATION AND CONCILIATION
SERVICE.—Section 203(f) of the Labor Man-
agement Relations Act, 1947 (29 U.S.C. 173(f))
is amended by striking ‘‘the Administrative
Conference of the United States and’’.
SEC. 5. AMENDMENTS TO SUPPORT SERVICE

PROVISION.
Section 583 of title 5, United States Code,

is amended by inserting ‘‘State, local, and
tribal governments,’’ after ‘‘other Federal
agencies,’’.
SEC. 6. AMENDMENTS TO THE CONTRACT DIS-

PUTES ACT.
Section 6 of the Contract Disputes Act of

1978 (41 U.S.C. 605) is amended—
(1) in subsection (d) by striking the second

sentence and inserting: ‘‘The contractor
shall certify the claim when required to do
so as provided under subsection (c)(1) or as
otherwise required by law.’’; and

(2) in subsection (e) by striking the first
sentence.
SEC. 7. AMENDMENTS ON ACQUIRING NEUTRALS.

(a) EXPEDITED HIRING OF NEUTRALS.—

(1) COMPETITIVE REQUIREMENTS IN DEFENSE
AGENCY CONTRACTS.—Section 2304(c)(3)(C) of
title 10, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘‘agency, or’’ and inserting ‘‘agency,
or to procure the services of an expert or
neutral for use’’.

(2) COMPETITIVE REQUIREMENTS IN FEDERAL
CONTRACTS.—Section 303(c)(3)(C) of the Fed-
eral Property and Administrative Services
Act of 1949 (41 U.S.C. 253(c)(3)(C)), is amended
by striking ‘‘agency, or’’ and inserting
‘‘agency, or to procure the services of an ex-
pert or neutral for use’’.

(b) REFERENCES TO THE ADMINISTRATIVE
CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED STATES.—Section
573 of title 5, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking subsection (c) and inserting
the following:

‘‘(c) In consultation with other appropriate
Federal agencies and professional organiza-
tions experienced in matters concerning dis-
pute resolution, the Federal Mediation and
Conciliation Service shall—

‘‘(1) encourage and facilitate agency use of
alternative means of dispute resolutions; and

‘‘(2) develop procedures that permit agen-
cies to obtain the services of neutrals on an
expedited basis.’’; and

(2) in subsection (e) by striking ‘‘on a ros-
ter established under subsection (c)(2) or a
roster maintained by other public or private
organizations, or individual’’.
SEC. 8. PERMANENT AUTHORIZATION OF THE AL-

TERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION
PROVISIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED
STATES CODE.

The Administrative Dispute Resolution
Act (Public Law 101–552; 104 Stat. 2747; 5
U.S.C. 581 note) is amended by striking sec-
tion 11.
SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.Subchapter IV of chapter 5
of title 5, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end thereof the following new
section:
‘‘§ 584. Authorization of appropriations

‘‘There are authorized to be appropriated
such sums as may be necessary to carry out
the purposes of this subchapter.’’.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 5 of
title 5, United States Code, is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section 583
the following:
‘‘584. Authorization of appropriations.’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania [Mr. GEKAS] and the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island [Mr. REED]
will each be recognized for 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania [Mr. GEKAS].

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2977 and urge its adoption by the
House. The Administrative Dispute
Resolution Act was signed into law by
President Bush back in 1990. From
what we were able to discern over the
5 years of its operation, it did a world
of good.

This administrative resolution syn-
drome is one in which Federal agencies
are given an additional tool to try to
settle disputes that might arise be-
tween agencies or between an agency
and a contractor, shall we say, a gov-
ernment contractor, or a private citi-
zens group, or anyone who runs into
and becomes embroiled in a dispute
with a Federal agency. Hence, the ad-
ministrative procedure that was set up
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