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Chief Rosano’s statewide and countywide

service is renowned and endless. Chief
among his local accomplishments are his im-
plementation of a neighborhood oriented polic-
ing program to better address our community
policing needs. His leadership also helped set
in motion a gang enforcement program, devel-
oped a unique environmental crimes unit, and
organized one of the few bomb and explosive
devise units in northern California.

With any good leader comes a road of hard
knocks from those opposed to change. It’s no
surprise that Chief Rosano is no stranger to
criticism for his outspoken support of gun con-
trols and for initiating the city of Santa Rosa’s
gun exchange program. With almost 700
weapons exchanged, this event was the most
successful gun exchange program in Califor-
nia. Recently, the Sonoma County Peace and
Justice Center announced their plans to host
the city’s second gun exchange program in
honor of the retiring chief. This program is a
model for public-private partnerships between
local businesses, the community, and law en-
forcement.

Chief Rosano’s longstanding career of
achievement earned him the California Peace
Officers Association’s Law Enforcement Pro-
fessional of the Year, the most prestigious
award in the law enforcement profession.
Chief Rosano is also the longest-serving chief
in the State of California, and the city of Santa
Rosa is extremely grateful for the top service
and protection he has provided the commu-
nity.

I urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Chief Rosano for his exemplary service
over the past 38 years. As a nation, we are in
debt to the efforts and dedication of individ-
uals, who, like Chief Rosano, place the safety
and well-being of others above their own safe-
ty. I salute Chief Rosano, and wish he and his
family much success with their future plans.
f

17TH ANNUAL PORTUGAL DAY
FESTIVAL

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ
OF NEW JERSEY
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

to pay tribute to New Jersey’s Luso-Ameri-
cans, who are in the midst of celebrating 2
weeks of festivities honoring their heritage and
history. The 2-week celebration in Newark’s
‘‘Ironbound’’ is one of the largest Portuguese
celebrations in the world. This extraordinary
event will culminate with the Grande Parade to
be held on June 9, 1996.

Over 1.5 million Luso-Americans have set-
tled throughout the United States, with an esti-
mated 200,000 Luso-Americans in the Garden
State alone. In New Jersey, the largest con-
centration of Luso-Americans live in the ‘‘Iron-
bound’’ section of Newark. Through the years,
they have turned an old neighborhood into a
thriving and prosperous commercial and resi-
dential center. Their hard work and persever-
ance can be seen on the streets of Newark,
especially Ferry Street, the heart of ‘‘Iron-
bound.’’ Ferry Street is lined with many res-
taurants offering the delicate cuisine of Por-
tugal. Luso-Americans have turned Ferry
Street into a Portuguese city in miniature.

The annual Portugal Day festival is a time
for Americans of different nationalities to savor

and enjoy the rich traditions of Portugal. Visi-
tors from all over the country come to take
part in the festivities, some of which are
broadcast throughout the globe via satellite
through Portugal’s national TV, RTPI.

Seventeen years ago, Bernardino Coutinho
founded the festival and has strived every
year to make it a wonderful event. The
Bernardino Coutinho Foundation was estab-
lished on May 22, 1992, to assume respon-
sibility for organizing this 2-week festival. The
festival is a part of the foundation’s commit-
ment to enhancing the cultural and social de-
velopment of the community.

I ask that my colleagues join me in honoring
Luso-Americans throughout New Jersey as
they celebrate their rich heritage. It is an
honor to be representing such a remarkable
group of people.
f

KEN HEREDIA HONORED FOR OUT-
STANDING SERVICE TO SAN
JOSE FIREFIGHTERS LOCAL 230
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OF CALIFORNIA
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Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the noteworthy achievements of
Ken Heredia of the San Jose Fire Department.
Mr. Heredia has been the president of the San
Jose Fire Fighters Union, Local 230, for the
past 8 years. In addition, he has served 15
years on the fire department’s union executive
board.

During the years Mr. Heredia has served
the San Jose firefighters, he has dem-
onstrated an unselfish and much valued com-
mitment to organized labor and the fire serv-
ice. On June 8, 1996, a special barbecue will
be held by the San Jose Firefighters Local
230 in honor of Mr. Heredia and his years of
dedicated service to our community.

Mr. Heredia, a native of his community, was
recently promoted to battalion chief of the San
Jose Fire Department. Although he will be
sorely missed as a leader of local 230, I would
like to extend my congratulations and best
wishes to Mr. Heredia as he takes on his new
role in the department. I invite my colleagues
to join me in recognizing this dedicated public
servant.
f
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Mr. SISISKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to an American Legion auxiliary
unit located in Colonial Heights, VA. Unit 284
administrates many volunteer programs in my
district, with special emphasis on veterans,
children, and the community. Members also
volunteer time to junior activities, American-
ism, and educational programs.

By selflessly giving their time and energy to
such worthy causes, the members of unit 284
have set an example from which we can all
learn. Recently, in order to help prevent crime
in their area, unit 284 joined with local civic or-

ganizations, and fire and police departments,
to celebrate National Night Out. With the rise
of crime in many areas, it is important for ev-
eryone to join together in order to ensure the
safety of their communities. Unit 284 recog-
nizes the significance of this effort, and
through their work with National Night Out,
they helped educate both children and adults
on crime.

It is an honor to have such a giving organi-
zation as the American Legion Auxiliary Unit
284 in my district. Their work, as well as other
American Legion auxiliary units throughout the
country, have touched many lives. Mr. Speak-
er, on the occasion of the national organiza-
tion’s 75th anniversary, it is with great pride
that I recognize American Legion Auxiliary
Unit 284 for their outstanding service to the
constituents in my district.
f

INTRODUCTION OF BREAST
IMPLANT RESOLUTION

HON. BARBARA F. VUCANOVICH
OF NEVADA
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Mrs. VUCANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, what are
the facts on silicone breast implants? Are they
safe? Do they lead to immune disorders in
women? There are no clear answers to these
questions, but conflicting information has been
provided to American women—making it dif-
ficult for women to make important health de-
cisions.

In 1992, the FDA Commissioner imposed
significant restrictions on access to silicone
breast implants, based on concerns that there
may be a connection between immune dis-
orders and women who have silicone breast
implants. Recent scientific studies conducted
by the Mayo Clinic and Harvard Medical
School suggest that there is no evidence of a
connection between silicone implants and
autoimmune disease or classic autoimmune
symptoms. Many women, however, have
questioned the validity of these studies. The
FDA has not issued a definitive statement on
the relationship between silicone gel breast
implants.

This indecisive action has caused many
problems for women in the United States.
Some women neglect to obtain proper breast
care due to the fear and uncertainty surround-
ing the issue. For women with breast implants,
adequate information on breast care is not
readily available since the National Cancer In-
stitute and other health agencies are waiting
to develop information, pending FDA’s action.
This also means that very few
postmastectomy breast cancer patients have
access to silicone breast implants, since they
must participate in clinical trials to obtain these
devices. As a breast cancer survivor, I recog-
nize the importance of breast health and the
fear and confusion in determining the best
treatment for the patient. Information about
breast implants could help alleviate that fear.

Unfortunately, this also has a broader im-
pact on the public by adversely affecting the
supply of raw materials used in other lifesav-
ing products such as pacemakers, heart
valves, hip and knee joints, and artificial blood
vessels.

Today, I am introducing a resolution which
expresses the sense of the House that the
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