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I am extremely pleased to ask my col-

leagues to join me in honoring Marion McCon-
nell. Her wonderful work is the embodiment of
what it means to be a good neighbor, and she
is more than deserving of recognition in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
f
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Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, in the chaos

of battle, victory is determined, not by the
planning of Generals and staff officers, but by
the leadership of the junior officers and non-
commissioned officers [NCOs]. The Battle of
Normandy was no different. In fact, the histo-
rian Stephen E. Ambrose, in his book ‘‘D–Day:
The Climatic Battle of World War II,’’ wrote:

. . . for all the inspired leadership, in the
end success or failure in Operation Overload
came down to a relatively small number of
junior officers, noncoms, and privates . . . if
the noncoms and junior officers failed to
lead their men up and over the seawall to
move inland in the face of enemy fire-why,
then the most thoroughly planned offensive
in military history, an offensive supported
by incredible amounts of naval firepower,
bombs, and rockets, would fail . . . It came
down to a bunch of 18 to 28 year
olds . . . They were citizen soldiers, not pro-
fessionals.

This weekend, I will have the opportunity to
participate in a ceremony where one of my
constituents, Rex F. Gibson, a citizen-soldier,
will finally receive his Bronze Star with Valor
for his actions in Normandy in 1944.

Rex Gibson personified the concept of the
citizen-soldier. In 1939, he joined the Arizona
National Guard while he was in college in
Safford, AZ. He was selected for Officer Can-
didate School to be commissioned as a Sec-
ond Lieutenant in the United States Army.

Rex was assigned as platoon leader of the
Intelligence and Reconnaissance Section in
the 116th Infantry Regiment, 29th Infantry Di-
vision, a National Guard Division, Rex’s regi-
ment was nicknamed the ‘‘Stonewallers’’ after
their legendary Southern commander. Gen.
Stonewall Jackson. Rex and the stonewallers
were about to become famous as well. They
would be the first regiment of the 29th division
to land on Omaha Beach during the invasion
of Normandy. To the horror of the soldiers, the
Army-Air Force and the Navy did not silence
the German machine guns or destroy the
barbed wire and other obstacles on the beach.
Their landing craft ramps opened to a wall of
machine gun and artillery fire. Chaos broke
out as soldiers tried to find safety. Rex and his
fellow stonewallers quickly took the initiative
and braved the machine gun fire to get a foot-
hold on the beach.

By nightfall, the beach was taken but, at a
terrible price. Rex’s regiment suffered heavily
from the assault. Platoons and companies
were decimated because they had lost so
many of their soldiers on the beach. The
116th Regiment may have been battered, but
they were not out of this battle yet. Rex and
the Stonewallers moved forward from the
beach into France, fighting the Germans for
another month.

The famous war correspondent Ernie Pyle,
who later landed on Omaha Beach, summed

up the experience with these words: ‘‘ . . . it
seems to me a pure miracle that we ever took
the beach at all.’’ The miracle was the junior
officers like Rex and the regimental NCOs
who ensured that the beach was taken, that
the battle for Normandy was victorious, and
that the war was won.

When the war ended, Rex came home like
so many other citizen-soldiers to continue with
his life. Until now, Rex thought he had only
done his duty as a citizen and a patriot. He
did not know that his Regiment, his Division,
and his country thought he had done more.
Back in June of 1944, his division commander,
Maj. Gen. Charles Gerhardt recommended
him for the Bronze Star with Valor for his out-
standing service during the Battle of Nor-
mandy.

Mr. Speaker, 52 years is too long for any-
one to wait to be properly recognized for their
service to their country. I want to thank Rex
for his dedication and patriotism.
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, three labor
disputes, affecting several major unions and
most of the Nation’s major railroads, are now
in the final days of the process provided for in
the Railway Labor Act. All three disputes have
undergone extensive mediation. When the
produced impasses, the President appointed a
Presidential Emergency Board [PEB] for each
of the disputes, as provided in the Railway
Labor Act, to recommend proposed settlement
terms. The three PEBs issued their reports on
June 23, 1996. The issuance of the PEB re-
ports began the final 30-day ‘‘cooling-off’’ pe-
riod under the Railway Labor Act for the par-
ties to attempt a negotiated solution to their
disputes. In any dispute where an agreement
is not reached within this final 30 days, both
sides are free to employ ‘‘self-help’’ under the
Railway Labor Act—a strike by labor, or a
lockout or unilateral promulgation of new rules
and working conditions by management. In the
three pending cases, this earliest legal time for
self-help will be 12:01 a.m., July 24.

The stakes in these negotiations go far be-
yond the railroad industry itself. Although there
are alternative methods of transportation, a
number of industries cannot readily eliminate
their heavy reliance on rail service. These in-
clude automobile manufacturing, paper,
chemicals, and coal. As more and more indus-
tries have adopted ‘‘just-in-time’’ delivery of
supplies and parts to reduce inventory costs,
the continuity of rail service has become even
more important to the economy. As a result,
an interruption of rail service for even a few
days can require the complete shutdown of
many of the plants in these industries. Overall,
some $2.7 billion of goods move by rail every
day. At the time of the 1991 national rail
strike, the Council of Economic Advisors esti-
mated the non-recoverable damage to the
economy of a rail shutdown as $1 billion per
day after the first few days. Current projec-

tions indicate that a rail shutdown would cause
nearly 600,000 non-rail layoffs within 2 weeks,
and over 1 million such layoffs after 4 weeks.

Besides the industries directly served by the
freight railroads, Amtrak and most commuter
and rail services must use tracks and equip-
ment of the freight railroad network. For these
rail passenger services, a freight rail shutdown
could strand 294,000 commuters and 25,000
Amtrak riders per day.

In light of the vital economic role of continu-
ous and reliable rail service, we urge both rail
labor and rail management to negotiate in
good faith, using the recommendations of the
three Presidential Emergency Boards to inform
their deliberations. Although Congress has in-
tervened in a number of rail shutdowns in the
past, this should be a last resort. Privately ne-
gotiated voluntary agreements are vastly pref-
erable, for the employees, the rail carriers,
and the nation.

Meanwhile, to aid the Members of Congress
and the public in understanding the issues in-
volved in these three labor disputes, we are
making available in the Committee’s offices
summaries of the three Presidential Emer-
gency Board reports. The PEB reports them-
selves totaled approximately 150 pages. We
hope that this condensed summary will help
all concerned understand the issues better,
and to evaluate the accuracy of any claims
about the content of the PEB recommenda-
tions they may hear in the coming weeks.
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, there are many
people in the Riverdale section of the Bronx
who are worthy of praise for all of their civic
activities. One of the most deserving in James
J. McFadden, who for many years has given
unselfishly of himself to make his neighbor-
hood, his borough and his city a better place.

He is a founding member of the Frances
Schervier Home and Hospital Area Board of
Trustees. He has initiated programs, to help
drop-outs take high school equivalency
exams, served as city labor commissioner and
has served on the boards of the New York
City Department of the Aging and the Yonkers
Waterfront Commission. It is a great honor for
me to be able to note that he is being named
as Riverdalian of the Year by the Riverdale
Community Council, a richly deserved honor.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. WILLIAM F. GOODLING
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 17, 1996

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, this morning
I was attending the funeral of a close friend.
Regrettably, I missed the first rollcall vote of
the day which was a procedural vote.

Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘no.’’
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Mr. FLANAGAN. Mr. Speaker, I am today
introducing legislation, with the cosponsorship
of the entire Illinois House delegation and the
chairman of the House Committee on Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight’s Subcommittee
on Postal Service, to rename the Dunning
Post Office in the 14th State House District of
Illinois the ‘‘Roger P. McAuliffe Post Office.’’

Illinois State Representative Roger McAuliffe
tragically lost his life in a boating accident over
the recent Fourth of July weekend. Roger was
a constituent of mine who represented his dis-
trict on Chicago’s Northwest Side as well as
several suburbs including Park Ridge, Rose-
mont, Norridge, and Schiller Park.

Roger was the dean of the Illinois State
House Republicans, having served in the Illi-
nois General Assembly from 1973 until the
day of his tragic fatal accident. A number of
members of our Illinois House delegation
served with Roger in the Illinois General As-
sembly and they have all told me that it was
an honor to have been in the legislature with
him. Roger was serving as an assistant major-
ity leader in the Illinois House at the time of
his death.

Roger was an informal advisor to me in Chi-
cago area matters. He always had sound ad-
vice on legislation that had an impact on Chi-
cago and its suburbs. Other members have
time and again lauded Roger’s useful insights
to them as well.

Roger was a 1956 graduate of my own
alma mater, Lane Technical High School. He
began his public service career path when he
served in the U.S. Army from 1961 to 1963.
Roger graduated from the Chicago Police
Academy in 1965 and was a Chicago police
officer ever since. Roger never wanted any
preferential treatment because of his being a
State Representative. He always refused the
opportunity for any promotions and preferred
to stay a patrolman all his life. At the time of
his death, Roger was still serving proudly as
a Chicago patrolman.

Roger was well respected and well liked by
Republicans and Democrats alike and that un-
doubtedly is a key reason why this legislation
has such broad bipartisan support. The Dun-
ning Post Office that this legislation would re-
name after Roger P. McAuliffe is not only in
the 5th Congressional District of Illinois but,
also, as noted previously, in Roger’s 14th
State House District. I can think of no finer ac-
tion that can be taken to forever honor the

dedicated public service of Roger P. McAuliffe
than to rename the Dunning Post Office in
Chicago, IL, the ‘‘Roger P. McAuliffe Post Of-
fice.’’
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Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and pay tribute to Robert H. Stevens,
Sr., a man whose selfless devotion to his fam-
ily, faith, and the entire community has
touched the lives of so many people from my
hometown of Westhampton Beach, Long Is-
land.

As a teacher, a volunteer, and a humble
man of faith, Robert Stevens has set a stand-
ard that will be felt for generations to come, as
each of his nine children, and their children in
turn, live that example every day. While some
men change the course of history in full view
of the world, men like Robert Stevens affect
our Nation’s destiny with simple acts of char-
ity, repeated every day over the course of a
lifetime.

I know Robert Stevens because we share
common roots: both of us were born and
raised in Westhampton Beach, and left to at-
tend college in Albany, NY, where Bob at-
tended the State teachers college. Like so
many men of his generation, his plans for the
future were interrupted during World War II,
when he was stationed half a world away in
the China/India/Burma theater. For 4 years,
Bob served as a gunnery and armament staff
officer with the Air Service Maintenance Divi-
sion, until the war ended.

From within that horrific war emerged many
small miracles, and one of them touched Rob-
ert Stevens. While stationed in India, he met
his beautiful wife, the former Margaret
Lettington. The daughter of a British Army
major with the Royal Engineers, Margaret was
born and raised in India and didn’t leave that
country until she married Bob. They were mar-
ried on June 6, 1945, and left together later
that year to start a new life in Westhampton
Beach.

Together, Margaret and Robert raised nine
exceptional children, now ranging in ages be-
tween 49 and 33, most of whom still make
their home on Long Island. Their children are
Joan Urban, Robert H. Stevens Jr., Patricia
Damrow, Anne Kowalski, Paul Stevens, Kath-
erine O’Cain, Margaret Rattoballi, Joseph Ste-
vens, and Mary Stevens. Supporting such a
large family could not have been easy on a

teacher’s salary, but Robert and Margaret
didn’t do it with money, they reared their chil-
dren with an abundance of love and firm guid-
ance. The Stevens children are living proof
that their parents possessed a wealth of those
parental gifts.

The number of young lives that Bob has
shaped extends far beyond his own children.
During a 34-year tenure as a French and so-
cial studies teacher in the Riverhead School
District, Bob was a gifted educator who contin-
ually gave of himself to his students, serving
as an advisor to the French Club and organiz-
ing countless field trips to the theaters and
museums in New York City. He also served as
a Cub Scout and Boy Scout Master in
Westhampton Beach for 10 years.

Fortified by faith, Robert has a seemingly
endless supply of energy when it comes to
finding time for his church. For 20 years, Rob-
ert has been a trustee at the Church of the
Immaculate Conception in Quiogue, where the
Stevens family have been an integral part of
the musical worship during the Sunday morn-
ing service. Bob sang with the choir for 29
years and led the congregation in song as the
head cantor, while Margaret accompanied him
as organist. He is also a charter member of
the Knights of Columbus Father Joseph
Slomski Council No. 7423 in Westhampton
Beach.

Bob has also been the chairman of the
Bishops’ Annual Appeal, the diocese’s annual
fundraising effort among its parishes. After re-
tiring from teaching Robert worked as the
church sexton, maintaining the facilities at the
church, its rectory, and the School of Religious
Education.

On June 6, 1995, Margaret and Robert cele-
brated their 50th wedding anniversary. Six
months later, Robert lost the love of his life
when Margaret left this world after a valiant
battle against cancer. All who were blessed to
know Margaret were saddened by her pass-
ing, and none more than Bob. With an unwav-
ering faith, a divine trust that blessed him with
50 joyous years with a truly wonderful woman,
Bob takes solace in the fact that Margaret
rests near God’s side.

Though it is a principle that has lost popu-
larity in today’s society, Robert H. Stevens,
Sr., has always trusted in God’s plan for his
life, allowing him to accept the Lord’s blessing
that he in turn passed on to the world. Bob’s
enduring legacy is that he proves to all of us
that an extraordinary life is composed of an
endless succession of ordinary acts of charity
and faith. Faith can move mountains, and
Robert Stevens has showed that every single
one of us can change the course of our Na-
tion’s destiny from within small villages like
Westhampton Beach. May God bless him.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-21T12:09:55-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




