July 17, 1996

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. BURTON] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.]
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WHY THE GOP FAILED TO
DELIVER ON REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr.
MEEHAN] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | just
left the Committee on Rules. Here we
are on Wednesday of Reform Week and
the Committee on Rules has stated
that we are not going to do any reform
this week. That is right, Reform Week.

This is the week that we have been
waiting for for an entire year when
Members will have an opportunity to
try to change the way Congress does
business, to try to make it, for exam-
ple, illegal for a Member of Congress
who is indicted and convicted directly
because of their official actions from
collecting a pension. This was a week
when we were going to deal with legis-
lation that would prevent the revolving
door where Members of Congress come
in and serve for a set period of time
and then go out the door and make
millions and millions of dollars paid
for by special interests.

This was the Reform Week, Mr.
Speaker, that we were going to do cam-
paign finance reform, the most impor-
tant reform that we could possibly
enact if we are going to change the way
Congress does business. The American
people have been demanding campaign
finance reform.

We have seen throughout this legisla-
tive session an increase in the amount
of money that special interest PAC’s
are contributing to Members of Con-
gress. We have seen the Republican Na-
tional Committee and the political par-
ties taking millions of dollars more
than 2 years ago in this cycle, and we
have seen a direct correlation between
what is being debated on the floor of
the House of Representatives and who
the top contributors are to Members of
Congress and to the Republican Party.

Now here at the last minute on
Wednesday night, we are leaving to-
morrow, we are not going to do cam-
paign finance reform, it has been de-
layed again. The American people are
fed up and disgusted with the inability
of the Congress to pass real campaign
finance reform.

I remember when President Bush in-
dicated that he was going to veto the
bill that was being debated in the
House of Representatives, and the
House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate rushed to get that bill passed and
over to the President so he could veto
it.

Last year, last session, we saw in the
United States Senate campaign finance
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reform die again. | have been part of a
bipartisan group of Members of Con-
gress and a bicameral group of Mem-
bers of Congress fighting to come up
with a campaign finance reform bill.
We have 21 Democratic supporters of
that bill and 20 Republican supporters
of that bill. We have editorial support
from every major newspaper all across
the country. Now is the time to enact
campaign finance reform.

The President has indicated that he
supports a bipartisan approach. The
President in his State of the Union Ad-
dress right here before this body urged
the Congress, urged the United States
Senate to pass campaign finance re-
form and specifically asked the Con-
gress to pass a bipartisan bill.

Now we see that we are not going to
get any kind of campaign finance re-
form this week. In fact, there is no Re-
form Week, no Reform Week after all
of the publicity and everything else
that went on with this Congress going
to change the way this Congress does
business.

Why? Because the Republicans have
offered a bill that increases the amount
of money that is going to be put into
the process. That is right, not limits,
increases the amount of money. The
Republican bill vastly increases nearly
all of the contribution limits set in
current law.

Campaign finance reform should be
about limiting the influence of money
on Congress, not expanding it. The Re-
publican bill, for example, will allow
an individual to contribute up to
$310,000 to campaigns and political par-
ties in a single election cycle. Think of
it, that is more than 10 times the cur-
rent legal limit. They want to put
more money into this corrupting proc-
ess. No one would believe it, but that is
exactly what is before the Committee
on Rules of the House of Representa-
tives.

According to the Republican bill, an
individual could conceivably donate,
get this, $3.1 million to State and na-
tional parties, cumulatively. Think
about it, $3.1 million. We are going to
open up this process so the more
money you have, the more influence
you are going to have.

The Republican bill codifies the soft
money loophole in the current law.
This bill vastly increases the role of
national parties in local elections. Just
what America is looking for, isn’t it?

The party bosses in Washington are
going to decide to put hundreds of
thousands of dollars into individual
districts all over America. That is ex-
actly fundamentally what is wrong
with the system. That is exactly and
fundamentally the opposite of what
Americans all over this country are de-
manding.

This Congress should have done bet-
ter. The Republican bill would vastly
increase the contributions on every
area. The Republican bill would actu-
ally not limit spending like the Demo-
cratic bill and the bipartisan bill would
do. This Republican bill is an absolute
disaster.
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Guess why they are not going to have
it come up this week? Because there
are moderate Republicans who know
this is a sham. There are moderate Re-
publicans who know that this is a
fraud. They cannot get the votes for
this disgusting, regressive piece of leg-
islation that has no business on the
floor of this House.

I would hope that as we debate cam-
paign finance reform for an hour com-
ing up that we would find a way to call
Members of Congress, find a way to get
Members of Congress to wake up and
realize that we need to change this sys-
tem, and the way to change this sys-
tem is not to go home tomorrow after-
noon at 3:00 and fail on campaign fi-
nance reform.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HAYWORTH). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Min-
nesota [Mr. GUTKNECHT] is recognized
for 5 minutes.

[Mr. GUTKNECHT addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that in light of the
fact that the gentleman from Min-
nesota [Mr. GUTKNECHT] is not present,
I ask that his name and my name be
reversed in the list of special orders to-
night so we can proceed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

DEFICIT HAS FALLEN AS A
RESULT OF THIS CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas [Mr. BONILLA] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, tonight |
rise to commend my colleagues who
have succeeded in cutting spending.
Cutting spending, Mr. Speaker, that is
something that has not occurred in
this body for 40 years. The news is out,
the deficit has fallen as a result of this
Congress’ historic and unprecedented
budget restraint.

According to yesterday’s Congres-
sional Budget Office mid-season re-
view, this country’s deficit has been
cut nearly in half, and that is wonder-
ful news for all Americans.

Mr. Speaker, making cuts is not
easy. Just like making cuts and re-
straining ourselves from spending in
our very own homes is not easy, but it
is necessary to preserve the oppor-
tunity for our children’s future.

Last year, here in the Capitol | had
my two young children, Alicia, who is
11 and my son, Austin, who is 7, here in
the Capitol watching what | do at work
and it struck me how profound the de-
cisions are that we make in this cham-
ber and how critical sometimes the
votes that we cast are to their future.

Mr. Speaker, we are here today for
the future of our children. We possess,
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