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Its rich heritage and dedicated leaders
and members are testaments to the
tremendous role religion continues to
play in America’s culture and develop-
ment.
f

TRIBUTE TO SHERIFF JOHN L.
ALDRIDGE

Mr. HEFLIN. Mr. President, my long-
time friend, Sheriff John L. Aldridge,
is one of the giants of law enforcement
in the State of Alabama. He has spent
over 30 years in law enforcement and is
presently serving his sixth term as
sheriff of Colbert County, AL, having
first been elected in 1975. He was the
commissioner of public safety for the
city of Tuscumbia from 1960 through
1969. He is a loyal and dedicated public
servant whose service and commitment
to law enforcement in general and his
community in particular have been im-
peccable.

Sheriff Aldridge received his bachelor
of science degree in law enforcement
from the University of North Alabama.
He is a past president of the Alabama
Sheriff’s Association and is a member
of the board of trustees of the Alabama
Sheriff’s Boys-Girls Ranches. He has
received many honors and awards, in-
cluding County Officer of the Year
from the Sheffield Elks’ Lodge and the
Colbert County American Legion. He is
a past State Officer of the Year and Of-
ficer of the Year for Colbert, Lauder-
dale, and Franklin Counties. In 1977, he
received the Liberty Bell Award from
the Colbert County Bar Association.
Under former Governor George Wal-
lace, he served on the executive board
of the Alabama Law Enforcement
Agency.

He is also a past president of the
Lions Club and past commander of
American Legion Post 31. He is a
Mason and first vice president of the
Sheffield, Alabama Kiwanis Club, as
well as a former member of the
Tuscumbia Utility Board and of the
Colbert County Hospital Board. He
served for a time as a board member of
the Colbert-Lauderdale Attention
Home for Delinquent Boys and Girls.

He is a loyal Democrat whose enthu-
siasm for the party has never wavered.
In 1992, he served on the Steering Com-
mittee for the Clinton-Gore Campaign.
He strongly endorsed the ticket that
year and, although the Democrats did
not carry Alabama, campaigned tire-
lessly for his party’s candidates.

Sheriff Aldridge’s leadership and
service have gone far beyond what we
traditionally think of as law enforce-
ment duties. He initiated a rape coun-
seling program for the Muscle Shoals
Mental Health Center to assure victims
of rape were interviewed by a female
professional counselor rather than a
male. When the program was begun,
there were no female officers in law en-
forcement in Colbert County. Sheriff
Aldridge made a firm commitment to
change this. He received an award from
the Muscle Shoals Mental Health Cen-
ter for initiating this program.

Under his tenure as chairman of the
Sheffield Kiwanis Club Major Emphasis
Program on ‘‘Safeguard Against
Crime,’’ the club received the Silver
Bell Award for his work in organizing a
county-wide program aimed at reduc-
ing crime and spurring public interest
in law enforcement.

I am proud to commend and con-
gratulate Sheriff John Aldridge for his
many years of outstanding leadership
in terms of law enforcement and com-
munity service. I look forward to see-
ing more of the fruits of his labors
first-hand when I return home to
Colbert County next year.
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GREATER RECOGNITION FOR
TAIWAN

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, on July
17, the European Parliament passed a
resolution urging that Taiwan be
granted greater recognition in inter-
national organizations, and calling for
a study of the issues surrounding Tai-
wan’s participation in the United Na-
tions.

I find this resolution both impressive
and appropriate, Mr. President, and I
fully agree that Taiwan deserves a
greater role in international organiza-
tions. The Republic of China is a full
democracy, with a remarkably success-
ful economy. Furthermore, Taiwan
plays an important role in world af-
fairs.

It is high time that Taiwan be ac-
corded its well-deserved stature in
international organizations.

Mr. President, I find it gratifying
that Taiwan has won this recognition
aforementioned from the European
Parliament, and I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be printed in
the RECORD at the conclusion of my re-
marks.

There being no objection, the resolu-
tion was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

f

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Having regard to Article J.7 of the Treaty
on European Union.

A. Satisfied with the current state of Tai-
wan’s democracy and Taiwan’s respect for
the principles of justice, human rights, and
fundamental freedom,

B. welcoming the fact that the elections in
Taiwan were conducted democratically and
peacefully despite the overt aggression and
provocation by the People’s Republic of
China,

C. having regard to Taiwan’s wish to par-
ticipate in international aid to developing
countries,

D. having regard to the significance of de-
velopments in the political situation in Tai-
wan for the whole of East Asia at the geo-
political and economic level and in terms of
a policy of stability, security and peace in
the Western Pacific region,

E. welcoming the attitude of reconciliation
displayed by President Lee Teng-hui towards
the People’s Republic of China and looking
forward to a dialogue spanning both sides of
the Taiwan Straits,

F. convinced that the people of Taiwan
ought to be better represented in inter-
national organizations than they are at

present, which would benefit both Taiwan
and the whole of the international commu-
nity,

G. whereas neither the European Union nor
any of its Member States have diplomatic re-
lations with the Government of Taiwan, rec-
ognizing only the People’s Republic of China,

H. whereas Taiwan is very important to
the European Union and its Member States
as a trade partner,

I. whereas it is important for the European
Union and its Member States to develop
their relations with the governments of both
the People’s Republic of China and Taiwan in
an amicable and constructive spirit,

J. urging the governments of the People’s
Republic of China and Taiwan to intensify
their cooperation,

K. stressing that participation by Taiwan
in certain international organizations can
assist with finding common ground between
China and Taiwan and facilitate reconcili-
ation between the two sides,

L. regretting the fact that Taiwan at
present is prevented from making a full con-
tribution to the United Nations and its agen-
cies, and stressing that, for the efficiency of
the UN. Taiwan’s participation would be de-
sirable and valuable.

1. Urges:
(a) the Council and Member States to sup-

port Taiwan’s attempts to secure better rep-
resentation than it currently enjoys in inter-
national organizations in the fields of human
and labour rights, economic affairs, the envi-
ronment and development cooperation fol-
lowing the precedent of certain cases, known
to international law, of countries recognized
as independent and sovereign even though
the nature of their diplomatic connections
and the person of then head of state did not
display the full symbolic panoply of com-
plete sovereignty (e.g. Her Britannic Maj-
esty’s Dominions, American Samoa, or, until
recently the Ukraine and Belarus);

(b) the Council and Member States to ask
the United Nations to investigate the possi-
bility of setting up a UN working group to
study the scopes for Taiwan to participate in
the activities of bodies answerable to the UN
General Assembly;

(c) the Council and Member States to en-
courage the governments of the People’s Re-
public of China and Taiwan to intensify their
cooperation in a constructive and peaceful
spirit;

(d) the Council to Urge the Commission to
adopt measures with a view to opening a Eu-
ropean Union information office in Taipei;

2. Instructs its President to forward this
resolution to the Council and to the Commis-
sion.
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CAM NEELY

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I come to
the floor today to recognize the
achievements and contributions of one
of Massachusetts’ most beloved sports
personalities, Mr. Cam Neely of the
Boston Bruins.

Last week, Cam announced his re-
tirement from the Boston Bruins after
5 years of struggle and pain caused by
nagging injuries. He had played 13
years in the National Hockey League, 3
with the Vancouver Canucks and the
last 10 seasons with the Bruins.
Through his decade with the Bruins,
Cam has become the prototype NHL
power forward by combining bone-
crushing power with overwhelming tal-
ent and grace.

In addition to his presence on the ice,
he has made a continuing contribution
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