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Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Speaker, I

may have misunderstood the gen-
tleman from West Virginia, but I heard
the gentleman from West Virginia talk
about any report from any committee.
I do not think he directly attached it
to the Ethics Committee. And so,
therefore, I cannot understand what
this ruling has to do with what the
gentleman said.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Any ref-
erence to pending proceedings is out of
order. The Chair in the course of this
morning’s activities first ruled on the
gentleman from Georgia’s point of
order when there was a specific ref-
erence to the counsel’s report, and now
the Chair has issued an admonishment
reiterating the rule of theHouse and
would invite the gentleman from West
Virginia to proceed in order.

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Further par-
liamentary inquiry, Mr. Speaker.

Is the Chair saying that we cannot
refer to anything in any committee?
That is what I understand the ruling to
be. Because the gentleman is talking
generically.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is in
particular to matters before the Stand-
ards Committee dealing with sitting
Members. That is the ruling of the
Chair.

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, how much
time do I have left?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 20 seconds remaining.

The gentleman from West Virginia
will please proceed in order.

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, the Speaker
himself stated in 1989 the 435 Members
of theHouse should look at all the
facts, should have available to them all
the reports and all the background doc-
uments, and the American people
should have the same.

It is clear the Republican leadership
today wants to talk about ice buckets,
and they do not want to let me talk
about whether reports from the Ethics
Committee are being put on ice. I
think it is a sad day.
f

THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION
AND THE WAR ON DRUGS

(Ms. GREENE of Utah asked and was
given permission to address theHouse
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. GREENE of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
let us talk about a real scandal, and
that is the Clinton administration’s ap-
proach to the war on drugs. Ever since
President Clinton took office, his cava-
lier attitude about drug use has had
widespread effect across the country.
According to a recent administration
study, overall drug use by teenagers
has nearly doubled in the last 4 years.
Marijuana use is up 37 percent, LSD
use is up 183 percent, cocaine use is up
166 percent.

Mr. Speaker, I thought the President
was supposed to be a role model for
children. But when asked on MTV if he
had the chance to do it over again
would he inhale, the President replied,
sure, if I could, I tried before.

Mr. Speaker, this is the wrong mes-
sage for our children. The Clinton ad-
ministration has dropped the ball on
taking the war on drugs seriously,
causing untold suffering, pain, and
even death for our children and their
families. To the people on the other
side of Pennsylvania Avenue, it all
seems to be a game, a game where the
only response is, do whatever you
want.
f

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address theHouse
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
in an editorial yesterday, the New
York Times said, theHouse Ethics
Committee, quote, ‘‘seems determined
to sacrifice whatever little is left of its
credibility by letting Congress adjourn
without resolving any of the pending
ethics complaints against Speaker
NEWT GINGRICH.’’

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, point of
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia will suspend.

The gentleman from Pennsylvania
will state his point of order.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman from Georgia is engaging in de-
bate which is outside the rules of
theHouse and should be admonished by
the Chair.

Mr. VOLKMER. Mr. Speaker, the
gentleman from Georgia is merely
reading from a New York newspaper.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Missouri will suspend.

The gentleman from Pennsylvania is
correct. Consistent with prior rulings,
the gentleman from Georgia is advised
to proceed in order.

Does the gentleman from Missouri
wish to be recognized?

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. VOLKMER. Mr. Speaker, I have
a parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state it.

Mr. VOLKMER. Is the Chair now tell-
ing us that if there has been a periodi-
cal published, that in regard to the
Ethics Committee, that we cannot
comment on it? Or cannot read from
it?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. News-
paper accounts detailing a pending in-
vestigation before the Standards Com-
mittee not yet brought to the floor of
theHouse come under the same restric-
tions as the Member’s own words. That
has been the basis of the rulings of the
Chair, yes, sir.

Mr. VOLKMER. Further parliamen-
tary inquiry, Mr. Speaker.

In other words, you are saying, under
your ruling, every Member of this
House is gagged as far as commenting
on a report from the Ethics Commit-
tee?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Prece-
dents have long held that to be the

standard, that is correct. That is the
ruling of the Chair.

The gentleman from Georgia may
proceed in order.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I can clearly understand that the gen-
tlemen from Pennsylvania and Georgia
desire to silence us on this issue, but
this issue will not go away.

Mr. Speaker, if I might continue.
The outside counsel, James Cole, has

submitted an extensive report on his 9-
month investigation of Speaker GING-
RICH.

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, point of
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia will suspend.

The gentleman from Pennsylvania
will state his point of order.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman from Georgia continues to pro-
ceed out of order, and the Chair should
require that the gentleman observe the
regular order of theHouse.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia must either pro-
ceed in regular order or be seated.

Mr. VOLKMER. Did the Chair rule
that the gentleman’s words were not in
order?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is
correct. The gentleman continues to
refer to a pending investigation before
the Standards Committee.

Mr. VOLKMER. He merely stated
that a report had been filed with the
Ethics Committee. He did not mention
any action of the Ethics Committee.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is the
Chair’s opinion and ruling that that is
part of the prohibited debate.

The gentleman from Georgia is in-
vited to proceed in regular order.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
let me just say, enough is enough.

Mr. Speaker, if the Ethics Committee
will not act, the American people have
a right to judge for themselves.

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman from Georgia continues to pro-
ceed out of order in theHouse. The gen-
tleman is not following the Chair’s ad-
monishment that Members have an ob-
ligation to theHouse and to the institu-
tion to proceed in order.

The point of order is that the gen-
tleman is out of order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
point of order is again sustained, and
the gentleman from Georgia is again
advised to please proceed in regular
order or be seated.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
the Ethics Committee has a respon-
sibility and a moral obligation to re-
lease the outside counsel’s report.

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, point of
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia will suspend.

The other gentleman from Georgia
will state his point of order.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, this is the
fourth time that the gentleman has re-
ferred to matters on the floor that
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