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Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives regarding the
importance of mammograms and biopsies in the fight against breast cancer.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OCTOBER 1, 1998
Mr. Bass (for himself, Ms. DUNN, Mr. GINGRICH, Mr. BAcHus, Mr. BAKER,
Mr. BaLpacct, Mr. BALLENGER, Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin, Mr. BART-
LETT of Maryland, Mr. BENTSEN, Mr. BERRY, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOED-
LERT, Mrs. BoNO, Mr. Borski, Mr. Boucngr, Mr. Boyp, Mr. BROWN
of Ohio, Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr. Camp, Mr. CAMPBELL, Mrs.
Carps, Mr. CArDIN, Ms. CARSON, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mrs. CLAYTON, Mr.
CLEMENT, Mr. CoBLE, Mr. CoBURN, Mr. Coxbprr, Mr. CoOK, Mr.
CoOksEY, Mr. CraMER, Mr. CuMMINGS, Mr. CUNNINGHAM, Mr.
DrrammonT, Mr. DixoN, Mr. EnLers, Mr. Enrnicii, Mrs. EMERSON,
Mr. ENGuisii of Pennsylvania, Mr. ENSIiGN, Mr. ETHOERIDGE, Mr.
EwiNng, Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, Mr. FARR of California, Mr. I'az1o of Cali-
fornia, Mr. FILNER, Mr. FoLEY, Mr. FORBES, Mr. FORD, Mrs. FOWLER,
Mr. Fox of Pennsylvania, Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. GALLEGLY, Mr.
GEKAS, Mr. GiBBONS, Mr. GiLMAN, Mr. GOrRDON, Mr. Goss, Mr.
GREEN, Mr. HALL of Ohio, Mr. HasTERT, Mr. HEFLEY, Mr. HINCHEY,
Mr. ITiNoJOsA, Mr. ITosoN, Mr. HoLDEN, Mr. HORN, Mr. HHOUGHITON,
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, Mr. JENKINS, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOIIN-
SON of Texas, Mrs. JOHUNSON of Connecticut, Mrs. KerLy, Mr. KEN-
NEDY of Massachusetts, Ms. KILPATRICK, Mr. KiNg, Mr. KLECZKA, Mr.
KoLBg, Mr. LanTos, Mr. LATOURETTE, Mr. Liazio of New York, Mr.
McDeErMOTT, Mr. McINTOSH, Mr. McINTYRE, Mr. MCNULTY, Mr. MEE-
AN, Mr. MEEKS of New York, Mr. METCALF, Mr. Mica, Mrs. MYRICK,
Mr. NADLER, Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts, Mr. NEY, Mr. OBERSTAR, Mr.
PaLLONE, Mr. Pappas, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. PORTMAN, Ms.
PrYCE of Ohio, Mr. QUuINN, Mr. RapanNovich, Mr. RamsTaDp, Mr.
REDMOND, Mr. RILEY, Mr. RoGaN, Mr. ROMERO-BARCELO, Ms. RoOs-
LEHTINEN, Mrs. ROUKEMA, Mr. SABO, Mr. SALMON, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
SANDLIN, Mr. SAXTON, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. SHADEGG, Mr. Smaw, Mr.
Suays, Mr. Apam SMiT of Washington, Mr. SMiTH of New Jersey,
Mrs. Linpa SMita of Washington, Mr. SOLOMON, Mr. SOUDER, Mr.
SPENCE, Mr. SUNUNU, Mr. TORRES, Mr. Towns, Mr. WATTS of Okla-
homa, Mr. WaxmaN, Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania, Mr. WELLER, Mr.
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WEYGAND, Ms. WOOLSEY, and Mr. YOUNG of Florida) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce

RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives regard-
ing the importance of mammograms and biopsies in the

ficht against breast cancer.

Whereas 1 in 8 women will develop breast cancer in her life-

time;

Whereas nearly 180,000 American women will be diagnosed
with breast cancer this year, and nearly 44,000 women

will die of the disease;

Whereas breast cancer is the leading cause of cancer death

of women between the ages of 40 and 55;

Whereas 1t is universally recognized that regular mammo-
orams are the best way to detect breast cancer at its ear-
liest, most treatable stages, and that mammograms can
detect small breast cancers up to 2 years earlier than

they can be detected through self-examination;

Whereas early detection, including regular mammography
screening with prompt treatment, could result in one-
third fewer breast cancer deaths among women over age
50;

Whereas the American Cancer Society and the National Can-
cer Institute recognize that regular mammograms are
beneficial to women in their forties and recommend that

women begin mammography screening by age 40;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention de-

termined in 1995 that nearly half of American women
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age 50 and older, and more than one-third of American

women age 40 to 49, had not received a mammogram in

the previous year;

Whereas annual mammograms are essential in early detection

of breast cancer, and biopsies are the only way to diag-

nose or rule out breast cancer with certainty;

Whereas 1t 1s vital that women have iformation about breast

biopsy and the biopsy options that are available to them;

Whereas cutting-edge technology in women’s health is creat-

ing more options for women; and

Whereas greater awareness of the importance of mammo-
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orams leads to more mammograms and biopsies: Now,

therefore, be it
Resolved, That 1t 1s the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that—

(1) all American women should take an active
role in the fight against breast cancer by all the
means that are available to them, including self-ex-
amination, physician examination, and regular mam-
mograms;

(2) the role played by community organizations
and health care providers in promoting awareness of
the 1mportance of regular mammograms and of bi-
opsy options and in helping to expand the availabil-
ity of low-cost mammograms and biopsies should be

recognized and applauded; and
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(3) the Federal Government has a responsibility
to—

(A) endeavor to raise awareness about the
importance of the early detection (through
mammography and biopsy) and prompt treat-
ment of breast cancer;

(B) continue to fund research so that the
causes of and a cure for breast cancer may be
discovered; and

(C) continue to make mammograms and
biopsies more widely available to women over

40.
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