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Calendar No. 397

1051 CONGRESS
2D SESSION S. 1 6 93

[Report No. 105-202]

To renew, reform, reinvigorate, and protect the National Park System.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

FEBRUARY 27, 1998
Mr. THOMAS (for himself, Mr. ABraHAM, Mr. ENzI, Mr. Grams, Mr. MUR-
KOWSKI, and Mr. BENNETT) introduced the following bill; which was read
twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
JUNE 5, 1998
Reported by Mr. MURKOWSKI, with an amendment and an amendment to the
title

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To renew, reform, reinvigorate, and protect the National
Park System.
1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tiwves of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
S Parks Restoration Aet’™™
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1 SEC. 102. PROTECTION AND INTERPRETATION OF RE-

2 SOURCES.

10 SEC. 103. MANAGEMENT AND CAREER TRAINING.

13 edueating the publie about the natural and enltural re-
15 setsthe atd proteetie patk visttors

16 ) RANGER CAREER PRoGRAM—

17 H B eEERaE—The  Seeretary shal
18 strenothen and enhatee the park ranoer ocenpation
20 able prrk Pattoers to theet eotnpetents the sartors
22 eonfront the national parks i the fatare:

23 23 Searrpve—The  Assoctate Direetor for
24 Park Operations and Hdueation; with admimsteative
25 support from other units of the National Park Sers

S 1693 RS
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B)
operations of park raneers i a consistent and pro-
establish & park ranger eareers proeram nehiding
s Frotie ot cottpoteney developient prostaing to
place management postttons; ehading these of
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6
stiete-foets posttions for whieh a backeround i een-
retary shall complete the design phase of the
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15
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20
21
22
23

S 1693 RS

7
ered a professtonal ecenpation havihe an
gardiess of degree title; shall contain sig-
hotirs 11 the nataral or ealtural setenees or

traditonal foetws on pr e tahaetes
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9
Employment Amendments of 1996 (10 Stat

tplerent—
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3 v} Hhe pork frtoer competeney et
11 made avatlable by the Seeretary to operate & modern
12 eareer management system for park ranegers:

13 40 BaHeaaan REPORT—The Seeretary shall
20 those resourees:

21 e Fenpive—From amottts mnde avatable to the
22 seeretary from the fee demonstration proeratn thder Hitle
23 HE the Seeretary shall use a portion of net to exeeed

25 wtton of the prrk trheer Eareer prootats

S 1693 RS
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12
ot Resotrees of the House of Representatives a report de-
the publie a comprehensive annaal budeet for the national
park:

S 1693 RS



1
2
3
4

© 0 ~N O

10
11
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13
14
15
16
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19
20
21
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23
24
25

13

TITEE H—PROCEDURES FOR ES-
TABEISHMENT OF NEW NA-
TIONAL PARKS

SEC. 201. STUDIES OF AREAS FOR POTENTIAL INCLUSION
IN THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM.
sentenees;
{63 by strikine “For the purposes of earry-

House of Representatives a lst of areas ree-

S 1693 RS
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ten; and
towing:
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15
nation for an administrative desienation.
“H5 Bpdating of & previows stady:
LN Completion of & reconhaissanee str-
Systen; or
“B) any trail for potential addition to the
it the vieinity of the aren under study: and

S 1693 RS
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“HH 18 a suittable and feasible addi-
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development; and operation of the area and
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18
letter transmittine & completed study to Coneress
shall eontatn a recommendation regarding the pre-

tem:
“ter OFricE—The Seeretary shall establish a simele

“A) a hst of areas that have been pre-

S 1693 RS
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19
ten; and
Bt a hst of arens Hhat bave been pre-
“ Faerors—n developthe o st uander
mehrde on a hist under paraeraph () only areas for
TITEE HH—RECREATIONAL FEE
DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM

SEC. 301. EXTENSION OF THE RECREATIONAL FEE DEM-
ONSTRATION PROGRAM.
) AerHoREFE—The satherity provided to the Na-
tion prooram authorized by seetion 315 of Pablie Law
and

S 1693 RS
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20
the House of Representatives & report detailing the
51 sith respeet 0 enech tattornd parks #
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1 FITEE IV—CONCESSION REFORM

2 SEC. 401. PURPOSE.

6 national parks:

10 1 the contribution of the private sector to the
13 aft Hnportant element of a coordinnted procram to
15 {2) the Seeretary continte to soheit persens to
17 vide the eoods and serviees at each nationad park
19 visttatton atd enjovment of the nattonal parks i
21 vation of the natural; enltural; and biologieal re-
23 34 substantial eeonomies and bproved sepviee
25 retary to contract with an thdependent third-party

S 1693 RS
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attons; by affordine eontractors a reasonable eppor-
tanity to profit from each contract and achieve a

provided under a eontract showld be stenifieantly en-
hanced;

S 1693 RS
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19
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23

e Hprovertert— teats o eaptitd Hvestent tade
by & coneesstonaire 1 a stracture; fixtare; or non-
removable egqtipment loeated m & national park that

2

SHOHHHET  Hents o peison proviie o eoteesston

term Seonees-

service uhder & eoneession eontract with the See-

S 1693 RS
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2 404

4 ster Price Tndex™ teans—

5 4 e oot Priee bndesx—AH B
7 Statisties of the Departiment of habors o

10 of other rectthds prbhshed cost-of-Hsite tdex
11 echoser by the Seeretary that approxtmates the
12 tdex speetted w1 stbparreraph 9

14 “matntenanee account’ means a segregated aceount
15 estabhshed by o eoteesstotatre; os requtred by a
16 eoteessien contracts for the mintenanes of o steres
17 tare or other equipment assiened to the eonees-
18 stotatre thder the coneession contraet that direety

20 SEC. 403. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CONCESSION BOARD.

22 the National Park Serviee a Coneession Board:
23 Ht Mtk e—Fhe Coteesston Bowrd shal be

24 eotposed of—

S 1693 RS
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whot—

A9 5 shall be past or present employees of
est i & eoneessionatre and have no other direet
parks; and

potnted for a term not to exeeed 4 years:

¢ i nl nl mip N R L

seettont thith-
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~
K.

Hg—

card
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awvard a sthele contract for the appotnrtment of a

matagement of targe hotel; food serviee; retatl;
B3 that has no finanetad mterest 1 & eon-
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28
) Ferar—The term of a contract under subseetion
pheable; a eaprad mrvestment regquirementy that
Fiedk individuads or businesses
ttons of a econeession contraet W aceordanee
{6 determine whether to renew a eontract
without tsstatee of a prospeetas as permitted

S 1693 RS
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29
) develop a eapital improvement and

ehreted;

standards developed under a guality assuaranee
plan are met;
o} ot o reothtt bastss cotdret sistbor st

Park Service and dentify provistons of a plan
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patible with the visttation serviee needs of a ta-

4 isstted by the Coteession Mroer shadh o ot

5

© 00 ~N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

2} a detatled deseription of the areas; strte
baildines not subjeet to a leaschold surrender valae:
seetton te);

S 1693 RS
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31
the eoncesstonaire; with & detatled deseription of any
{6) a deseription of all fees soueght by the Govw
4 a deseription of any personal property to be
and

S 1693 RS
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and
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14 with section $06.
15 Fo SEARFFING OF THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE —
16 B ReEctoNAL AND NATIONAL OFFeRS—Not
17 later than 2 years after the date of enaetment of
18 this Aet—

I
N Rk O

19 £ ench rectonal offtce shall retain + Na-
20 ttonal Park Serviee employee to aet as conees-
21 stott eoorditator for the regton of the office; and
22 B} the headquarters of the Natonad Park
24 members of the staff to aet as eoneession eoor-
25 chtrators for ol nattonad parks:

S 1693 RS
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33

o By GENERAE—

plar of a national parks and sueh matters as
the Seeretary may presertbe regarding resenree

S 1693 RS
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34
eerns; and
B) provistens relatine to a deseription of
amount of a franehise fee for the privilege of
shal be speetfied H a coneesston contraets
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35
ager shall estabhish & minimum fee for each ap-

fee shall be based on—

or other fee eollected 1 connection with a eoncesston

with a tathmattesd formda speetfied i the eonees-

S 1693 RS
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less than 12 months before the expiration of a

stonatre holds a possessory interest; H the
paragraph (o—
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eaired or construeted after the date of the
have & sound valae as of the date of aeequt

Y
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ted by o conecessiotnire; the Seeretary mays
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39
coteesstotatre™s appraiser shal e¢hoose =

Seeretaty byt ttke o determeton

withttt 60 days after receipt of a report by
eral Clatms for a determination of the
the rteht of appeak a determination by the

Seeretary s apprisab H o thied appratser s se-
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Mavps—To the extent that a steceedine
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shall eontain a proviston reequiring that en the
stonatre shall have a property rieht in each
ststire solels of a rieht to compensation
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et

render valae—

& eoheesston eontract; and

the leasehold surrender valae for a eapttal
eqtral to—
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43
eomparison with a new unit of hke
fet o
wder paragraph (D6 to & previons

H B aivBERt—thieet to parnetaph 24 @

S 1693 RS
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contract shall not reetire depostts th a matntenanee
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45
traet may provide for depostts i a maimtenancee ae-
tares; or mmprovements assiehed to the eonees-
i subparagraph B); & concesstonaire may

Manager; & econeessionaire may withdraw
ameunts from a maintenanee aecount for the
e Ferv—

S 1693 RS
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46
B eavkkb—The termt of o coteesstoh

ager

) PRANSFERABHAY-

S 1693 RS

prove a transfer of a concession eontract vless
cottract:
fatls to approve or disapprove a transfer under
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47

The Seeretary shall not condition approval of &
oraph {29 o eonecessionatre shal be etven no pref-

S 1693 RS
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48
not apply to a eoncesstonaire that has eon-
thder & permat issted or contract avarded
chteted & enide or outfitting operation
by the Seeretary shall have o rieht of first

Settetts ot o eoteesstotnire frott atendiie
& eoneesston contraet to—

1 change the quality or quantity of
cesston contraet; or



© 00 N O 0o B~ W N P

N N DN DN NDNDN P PP PPk PR PP
aa A WO N P O ©W 00 N O O b W N B+~ O

49
eontraet as a wholes
ed or extended for a pertod not to exeeed 3
visttor serviees at a hattonal park; or
(i} for the prrpose of providing goods

petitive bids and & prospeetas has been pre-
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ot & system of pomnts to be awarded for

contract:
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51
shall be a ertterion etven substantial weight

S 1693 RS

of $5;000;000 may require that each prospee-
before submisston of bids; & deseription of #s
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52
appheable)r; shal be permttted to submit a bid

THON AND EXECHTION 6F €0

S 1693 RS
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53
reached on the terms of a coneession contract;
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1 SEC. 406. REVENUE FLOW; FEES TO THE GOVERNMENT.

© 00 N O 0o B~ W DN
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tract eoncesston fees eollected durine a fiseal year
shall be depostted th a speetad aceount 1 the Freas-

fees shall not melude any amounts set astde 1 &

tnder subseetion {a) at the end of a fiseal year shall
paraegraph (1) shall be transferred to a subaceount

S 1693 RS
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1)

SEC. 407. SUSPENSION OR TERMINATION OF CONCESSION
CONTRACT:
Hedhtehe stspetid o coteesstot cottrnet H the Cotreesston
a eondition identified by the Concesston Manager within
H within 30 days after the date on which &
stohatre; or

S 1693 RS
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19

26
eoneesstonaire shall be considered to be eonfidential
whder paraeraph () and to other boeoks; docnments;

21 wear of a coneesstonnire; the Comptroler General of the
22 Ftted States shal bve veeess to and the rieht to e

S 1693 RS
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© 0 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

5T
SEC. 409. PROMOTION OF THE SALES OF INDIAN AND
ALASKA NATIVE HANDICRAFTS.
retary shall ensure that there 1s & eontinuine effort to en-
SEC. 410. USE OF NONMONETARY CONSIDERATION IN
EEASES OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY:

S 1693 RS
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58
SEC. 411. APPLICABILITY OF NEPA TO RENEWALS AND EX-
TENSIONS OF SIMILAR CONTRACTS:.
of & eoncesston eontraet to provide goods or services simt-
thder the same of a previous eoneesston eontraect shall be
constdered to be a eategorteal exeluston for purpeses of
of enactment of this Aet; and subjeet to subseetion {e)

S 1693 RS
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TITLE V—-NATIONAL PARK
PASSPORT PROGRAM
1 to develop a nattonad park passport that -
clides a collectible stamp to be nsed for admission
16 ot Park Systenr

© 00 N O 0o B~ W N P

e~ i < e
g A W N B O

17 SEC. 502. DEFINITIONS.

18 In this titles

23 port” means a park passport issted under seetion
24 3=

S 1693 RS
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eember 31 of a year:
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a reewlation promdented jotnthy by the Seeretary

I VPa N J ) A . N

S 1693 RS

&) shall be depostted 1 a speetal aceount
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62
for the development and nplementation of the park pass-
shall be sold at a priee that i3 $10-00 less than the priee
of & park passport and stamp; but net less than $40-00-
stamp shall be produced  a form that provides wsefud

S 1693 RS
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4 prssport shal be voahid for o pertod of 45 daess

6 H B eBNERAE—OF the amounts eoleeted
10 be avathible as provided t seetton s04HH and
11 B} 50 pereent shall be depostted 1 a spe-
12 et aecount t the Freasary of the Hnited
13 States; and shall rematn avadable antd ex
14 pended; without further et of appropriations
15 &3 provided t paraeraph (2)

18 prrrotaph B st be aeatbable to Hhe Seeretrs
19 of Commeree to earry out seetion 6 of the tnited
20 States Nattonal Tourism Oreanization Aet 22
23 parks; national forests; and other Federal land-

S 1693 RS
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64
1 & sirele ¥t to & national park that charees
E5-6- 4601—-6ataH 2 or
{2) an individaal who has obtained & Geolden

S 1693 RS
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65
rides; and reerdations as apply to aceess with & Golden

) Frp—The fee for a park passport and stamp

TITEE VI-NATIONAL PARKS RE-
SOURCE INVENTORY AND
MANAGEMENT

S 1693 RS



66

3 e eneonraor others to wse the nationsd
9 55 4 et seq)s and

12 tonal parks:

13 SEC. 602. DEFINITIONS.

14 I this titles

17 Ptk Setviee appottted thder seetton 685t

19 FeSOHICET Herts—
20 &) & histerie property {as defined i see-
21 ton S0+ of the Nutionad Historte Preservation

22 et 5 s v

24 t seettor 5 of the Sreheolbokt Resotrees
25 Proteetton et of 1959 16 o 470bbs and

S 1693 RS



© 00O N O 0o B~ W N P

N N NN B R R R R R R R R e
W N P O © 0 N ©o 00 W N B O

67
{3 a musennr objeet {as defined by the
resotiree stady T meats o stady condireted under see-

By ek —
the Seeretary shall undertake a program of setentifte

S 1693 RS



© 00 N O 0o B~ W N P

N NN NN R P R R R R RR R e
5E WO N B O © 0 N O O A W N R O

68
hes
potnt a Chief Setentist within the National Park

S 1693 RS



69

wate o vhtt resotree stady for each pattonad parks
11 H B aprt—The Seeretary shall provide
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15 2 RequmieNts—The peer review proeess
16 shal provide for—
17 {A) review by independent referees seleeted
18 from amote thdividaads recommended by the
19 National Aeademy of Setenees; and
20 4 constderatton of other relevant datn or
21 tformation submitted to the Seeretary
25 vk stpertttendents:
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SEG: 606. AVAIEABHLITY OF NATIONAL PARKS FOR SCI-

ENTIFIC STUDY.

hr APPROYAE—A reqrest for the wse of a pattonal
23 wil be condueted i steh a manher as to
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SEG: 607 INFEGRATION OF STUDY RESULTS INTFO MANAGE-
MENT DECISIONS.
which & park resouree may be adversely affeeted by an
larly national park resourees; shall be a stentfieant factor
SEC. 608. CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION CONCERN-
ING THE NATURE AND LOCATION OF SEN-
SIFFIVE RESOURCES:
Infermation concerning the nature and loeation of &
patrimony within a national park; may be withheld 1 re-
spohse 0 o regrest under seetion 992 of fiHe 5 thted
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9 SEC. 609. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
12 FIFEE VH—DESIGNATION OF
13 TAX REFUNDS AND CON-
14 TRIBUTIONS FOR THE BENE-
15 FIT OF THE NATIONAL PARKS

16 SEC. 701. TAX REFUNDS AND CONTRIBUTIONS.

17 o) By GENERAE—Subehapter & of chapter 61 of the
20 “PART IX—DESIGNATION OF OVERPAYMENTS
21 AND CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE BENEFIT OF
22 UNITS OF THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM
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Fuand:

SECG: 703: EXPENDITURES FROM THE NATIONAL PARKS

TRUST FUND:
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3  FFEE VHH—NATIONAL PARK
4 FOUNDATION
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10 <“SEC. 12. PROMOTION OF LOCAL FUNDRAISING SUPPORT.
13 promote phikinihropte prootaes of suppert at the mdeid-
14 wal national park levek

15 “ breEsHNrArIoN—The proeram under sub-
16 seetion ta) shall be implemented to—

17 1 assist e the ereatton of loeal nonprofit
18 SHpport oreattrations: and

19 2 provide stppott tetort cotsistetess atd
21 profit support oreantzations:
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ment of a loeal nonprofit support oreanization for

support of a nattonal park:
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to be sold by the mdividual as a work of
art:
person that produees or propeses to produce a re-
corded tmage 1 a national park for a commereinl

eraph; or other form of vistal tnaee produced

8 VerreeriE—The term “vehele” means a
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tives & report on the eolection of fees under
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TITEE X—CAPITAL IMPROVE-

MENT PROJECT BOND DEM-
ONSTRATION PROGRAM
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Vision 2020 National
Parks System Restoration Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

As used in this Act, the term—

(1) “Secretary” means the Secretary of the Inte-
rwor, and

(2) “park” or “national park” means a unit of
the National Park System.

TITLE [—NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CAREER
DEVELOPMENT, TRAINING AND MANAGEMENT
SEC. 101. PROTECTION, INTERPRETATION AND RESEARCH
IN THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM.

Recognizing the ever increasing societal pressures
being placed upon America’s unique natural and cultural
resources contained in the National Park System, the Sec-
retary shall continually improve the ability of the National
Park Service to provide state-of-the art management, pro-
tection, and interpretation of and research on the resources
of the National Park System.

SEC. 102. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE EMPLOYEE TRAINING.

The Secretary shall develop a comprehensive training
program for employees in all professional careers in the
work force of the National Park Service for the purpose of
assuring that the work force has available the best, up-to-

date knowledge, skills and abilities with which to manage,
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wmterpret and protect the resources of the National Park
System.
SEC. 103. MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING.

The Secretary shall develop a clear plan for manage-
ment tramming and development, whereby career, profes-
stonal National Park Service employees from any appro-
priate academic field may obtain sufficient training, expe-
rience, and advancement opportunity to enable those quali-
fied to move into park management positions, including ex-
plicitly the position of park superintendent.

SEC. 104. PARK BUDGETS AND ACCOUNTABILITY.

(a) STRATEGIC PLANS.—FKach unit of the National
Park System shall prepare and make available to the public
a S5-year strategic plan and an annual performance plan.
Such plans shall reflect the National Park Service policies,
goals and outcomes represented in the Service-wide Strate-
gic Plan, prepared pursuant to the provisions of the Gov-
ernment Performance and Results Act (Public Law 103—
62).

(b) PARK BUDGET.—As a part of each park’s annual
performance plan prepared pursuant to subsection (a) of
this section, following recewpt of each park’s appropriation
from the Operations of the National Park System account
(but no later than January 1 of each year), each park su-

perintendent shall develop and make available to the public
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the budget for the current fiscal year for that park. The
budget shall include, at a minvmum, funding allocations
Jor resource preservation (including resource management),
visitor services (tncluding maintenance, interpretation, law
enforcement, and search and rescue) and administration.
The budget shall also include allocations into each of the
above categories of all funds retained from fees collected for
that year, icluding but not limited to special use permits,
concession franchise fees, and recreation use and entrance
fees.
TITLE II—NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM RESOURCE
INVENTORY AND MANAGEMENT
SEC. 201. PURPOSES.
The purposes of this title are—

(1) to more effectively achieve the mission of the
National Park Service;

(2) to enhance management and protection of
national park resources by providing clear authority
and direction for the conduct of scientific study in the
National Park System and to use the information
gathered for management purposes;

(3) to ensure appropriate documentation of re-
source conditions in the National Park System;

(4) to encourage others to use the National Park

System for study to the benefit of park management
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as well as broader scientific value, where such study

18 consistent with the Act of August 25, 1916 (39

Stat. 535; 16 U.S.C. 1, 2—4); and

(5) to encourage the publication and dissemina-
tion of information derwed from studies in the Na-
tional Park System.

SEC. 202. RESEARCH MANDATE.

The Secretary is authorized and dirvected to assure that
management of units of the National Park System is en-
hanced by the avarlability and utilization of a broad pro-
gram of the highest quality science and information.

SEC. 203. COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.

(a) COOPERATIVE STUDY UNITS.—The Secretary is
authorized and directed to enter into cooperative agree-
ments with colleges and universities, including but not lim-
ited to land grant schools, in partnership with other Federal
and State agencies, to establish cooperative study units to
conduct multi-disciplinary research and develop integrated
mformation products on the resources of the National Park
System, or the larger region of which parks are a part.

(b) REPORT.—Within one year of the date of enact-
ment of this title, the Secretary shall report to the Commit-
tee on Energy and Natural Resources of the United States
Senate and the Committee on Resources of the House of

Representatives on progress in the establishment of a com-
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prehensive network of such college and unwversity based co-
operative study units as will provide full geographic and
topical coverage for research on the resources contained in
units of the National Park System and their larger regions.
SEC. 204. INVENTORY AND MONITORING PROGRAM.

The Secretary shall undertake a program of inventory
and monitoring of National Park System resources to estab-
lish baseline information and to provide information on the
long-term trends in the condition of National Park System
resources. The monitoring program shall be developed in co-
operation with other Federal monitoring and information
collection efforts to ensure a cost-effective approach.

SEC. 205. AVAILABILITY FOR SCIENTIFIC STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Secretary may solicit, receive,
and consider requests from Federal or non-Federal public
or private agencies, organizations, imdiwviduals, or other en-
tites for the use of any unit of the National Park System
Jor purposes of scientific study.

(b) CRITERIA.—A request for use of a unit of the Na-
tional Park System under subsection (a) may only be ap-
proved if the Secretary determines that the proposed
study—

(1) s consistent with applicable laws and Na-

tional Park Service management policies; and
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(2) will be conducted in a manner as to pose no
significant threat to or broad impairment of park re-
sources or public enjoyment derived from those re-
sources.

(¢) FEE WaAIvER.—The Secretary may waive any park
admission or recreational use fee in order to facilitate the
conduct of scientific study under this section.

SEC. 206. INTEGRATION OF STUDY RESULTS INTO MANAGE-
MENT DECISIONS.

The Secretary shall take such measures as are nec-
essary to assure the full and proper utilization of the results
of scientific study for park management decisions. In each
case i which a park resource may be adversely affected
by an action undertaken by the National Park Service, the
administrative record shall reflect the manner in which
unit resource studies have been considered.

SEC. 207. CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION.

Information concerning the nature and location of a
park resowurce which 1s endangered, threatened, rare, or
commercially valuable, or for an object of cultural pat-
rimony within a unit of the National Park System, may
be withheld from the public in response to a request under
section 552 of title 5, United States Code, unless the Sec-

retary determines that—
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(1) disclosure of the information would further
the purposes of the park unit in which the resource
18 located and would not create a substantial risk of
harm, theft, or destruction of the resource, including
mdwidual specvmens of any resource population; and

(2) disclosure 1s consistent with other applicable
laws protecting the resource.

TITLE [II—PROCEDURES FOR ESTABLISHMENT
OF NEW UNITS OF THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM
SEC. 301. STUDIES OF AREAS FOR POTENTIAL INCLUSION

IN THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM.
Section 8 of Public Law 91-383 (16 U.S.C. 1a-5) 1is
amended—
(1) wn subsection (a)—
(A) by inserting “GENERAL AUTHOR-
ry.—""after “(a)”;
(B) by striking the second through sixth
sentences; and
(C) by striking “For the purposes of carry-
g out” and inserting the following:
“le) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—For the
purposes of carrying out”’; and
(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the follow-

my:
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“(b) STUDIES OF AREAS FOR POTENTIAL INCLUSION

IN THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM.—

“(1)(A) At the beginning of each calendar year,
the Secretary shall submat to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources of the United States Sen-
ate and the Committee on Resources of the United
States House of Representatives a list of areas rec-
ommended for study for potential inclusion as new
units in the National Park System.

“(B) If the Secretary determines during a spe-
cific calendar year that no areas are recommended for
study for potential inclusion in the National Park
System, the Secretary is not required to submit the
list referenced in subparagraph (A).

“(2) In developing the list submitted under this
subsection, the Secretary shall consider—

“(A) areas that have the greatest potential
Jor meeting the established criteria of national
significance, switability, and feasibility;

“(B) themes, sites, and resources not ade-
quately represented in the National Park Sys-
tem; and

“(C) public proposals and Congressional re-

quests.
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“(3) Nothing in this subsection shall limat the

authority of the Secretary to conduct preliminary
planning activities, including—

“(A) the conduct of a preliminary resource
assessment;

“(B) collection of data on a potential study
area;

“(C) provision of technical and planning
assistance;

“(D) preparation or processing of a nomi-
nation for an administrative designation;

“(E) updating of a previous study; or

“(F) completion of a reconnaissance survey
of an areaq.

“(4) NATIONAL WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS SYS-
TEM; NATIONAL TRAILS SYSTEM.—Nothing in this sec-
tion applies to, affects, or alters the study of—

“(A) any river segment for potential addi-
tion to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System; or

“(B) any trail for potential addition to the
National Trails System.

“(5) In conducting a study under this subsection,

the Secretary shall—
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“(A) provide adequate public notice and an
opportunity for public involvement, including at
least one public meeting in the vicinity of the
area under study; and
“(B) make reasonable efforts to notify po-

tentially affected landowners and State and local

governments.

“(6) In conducting a study of an area under this

subsection, the Secretary—

S 1693 RS

“(A) shall consider whether the area—

“(1) possesses nationally significant
natural, historic or cultural resources, or
outstanding recreational opportunities;

“(11) represents one of the most 1mpor-
tant examples (singly or as part of a group)
of a particular resource type in the United
States; and

“(111) 1s a suitable and feasible addi-
tion to the National Park System;

“(B) shall consider—

“(1) the rarity and integrity of the re-

sources of the area;

“(11) the threats to resources;
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“(iir) whether stmilar resources are al-
ready protected in the National Park Sys-
tem or in other public or private ownership;

“(iv) benefits to the public;

“(v) the interpretive and educational
potential of the area;

“(n) costs associated with acquisition,
development, and operation of the area and
the source or revenue to pay for the cost;

“(vir) the socioeconomic impacts of in-
clusion of the area wn the National Park
System;

“(viee) the level of local and general
public support for the inclusion;

“(ix) whether the area 1s of appro-
priate configuration to ensure long-term re-
source protection and appropriate wvisitor
use; and

“(x) the potential impact on the inclu-
ston of the area on existing units of the Na-
tional Park System;

“(C) shall consider whether direct manage-
ment by the Secretary or alternative protection
by other public agencies or the private sector is

most appropriate for the area;
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“(D) shall identify what alternative, if any,
or what combination of alternatives would, as
determined by the Secretary, be most effective
and efficient i protecting significant resources
and providing for public enjoyment; and

“(E) may include any other information
that the Secretary considers pertinent.

“(7) The letter transmatting a completed study to
Congress shall contain a recommendation regarding
the preferred management option of the Secretary for
the area.

“(8) The Secretary shall complete a study of an
area for potential inclusion in the National Park
System within three years after the date funds are
made available for the study.

“(¢) LIST OF PREVIOUSLY STUDIED AREAS WriTH HIS-

TORICAL OR NATURAL RESOURCES.—

“(1) At the beginning of each calendar year, the
Secretary shall submit to the Commattee on Energy
and Natural Resources of the United States Senate
and to the Committee on Resources of the United
States House of Representatives—

“tA) a list of areas that have been pre-
viously studied under this section that contain

primarily historical or cultural resowrces, but
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have not been added to the National Park Sys-

tem; and

“(B) a list of areas that have been pre-
viously studied under this section that contain
primarily natural resowrces, but have not been
added to the National Park System.

“(2) In developing a list under paragraph (1),
the Secretary shall consider the factors described in
subsection (b)(2).

“(3) The Secretary shall include on a list under
paragraph (1) only areas for which supporting data
are current and accurate.”.

TITLE IV—NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
CONCESSION MANAGEMENT
SEC. 401. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the “National Park Service
Concession Management Improvement Act of 1998
SEC. 402. CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS AND STATEMENT OF

POLICY.

In furtherance of the Act of August 25, 1916 (39 Stat.
535), as amended (16 U.S.C. 1, 2—4), which directs the Sec-
retary of the Interior to administer areas of the National
Park System in accordance with the fundamental purpose
of conserving their scenery, wildlife, natural and historic

objects, and providing for their enjoyment in a manner that
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will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future gen-
erations, the Congress hereby finds that the preservation of
park values requires that such public accommodations, fa-
cilities and services as have to be provided within those
areas should be provided only under carefully controlled
safequards against unregulated and indiscriminate use, so
that heavy visitation will not unduly tmpair these values
and so that development of such facilities can best be limated
to locations where the least damage to park values will be
caused. It s the policy of the Congress that such develop-
ment shall be limited to those that are necessary and appro-
priate for public use and enjoyment of the unit of the Na-
tional Park System in which they are located and that are
consistent to the highest practicable degree with the preser-
vation and conservation of the units.

SEC. 403. AWARD OF CONCESSION CONTRACTS.

In furtherance of the findings and policy stated in sec-
tion 402, and, except as provided by this title or otherwise
authorized by law, the Secretary shall utilize concession
contracts to authorize private entities to provide accom-
modations, facilities and services to visitors to areas of the
Natwonal Park system. Such concession contracts shall be
awarded as follows:

(a) COMPETITIVE SELECTION PROCESS.—Except as

otherwise provided wn this section, all proposed concession
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contracts shall be awarded by the Secretary to the person,
corporation, or other entity submitting the best proposal as
determaned by the Secretary through a competitive selection
process. Such competitive process shall include simplified
procedures for small, individually-owned, concession con-
tracts.

(b) SOLICITATION OF PROPOSALS.—Kxcept as other-
wise provided in this section, prior to awarding a new con-
cesston contract (including renewals or extensions of exist-
g concession contracts) the Secretary shall publicly solicit
proposals for the concession contract and, in connection
with such solicitation, the Secretary shall prepare a pro-
spectus and shall publish notice of its avarlability at least
once n local or national newspapers or trade publications,
and/or the Commerce Business Daily, as appropriate, and
shall make the prospectus available wpon request to all in-
terested parties.

(¢c) PrROSPECTUS.—The prospectus shall include, but
need not be limited to, the following information:

(1) the minimum requirements for such contract

as set forth in subsection (d);

(2) the terms and conditions of any existing con-
cession contract relating to the services and facilities

to be provided, including all fees and other forms of
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compensation provided to the United States by the

CONCESSLONEY;

(3) other authorized facilities or services which
may be provided wn a proposal;

(4) facilities and services to be provided by the
Secretary to the concessioner, if any, including, but
not limited to, public access, utilities, and buildings;

(5) an estimate of the amount of compensation,
if any, due an existing concessioner from a new con-
cessioner under the terms of a prior concession con-
tract;

(6) a statement as to the weight to be given to
each selection factor identified in the prospectus and
the relative importance of such factors in the selection
process;

(7) such other information related to the pro-
posed concession operation as is provided to the Sec-
retary pursuant to a concession contract or is other-
wise available to the Secretary, as the Secretary deter-
manes 18 necessary to allow for the submaission of com-
petitive proposals; and

(8) where applicable, a description of a pref-
evential right to the award of the proposed concession
contract held by an existing concessioner as set forth

wm subsection (g).
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(d) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) No proposal shall be considered which fails to
meet the minimum requirements as determined by the
Secretary. Such minimum requirements shall include,
but need not be limited to—

(A) the minimum acceptable franchise fee or
other forms of consideration to the government;

(B) any facilities, services, or capital in-
vestment required to be provided by the conces-
stoner; and

(C) measures necessary to ensure the protec-
tion and preservation of park resources.

(2) The Secretary shall reject any proposal, re-
gardless of the franchise fee offered, if the Secretary
determines that the person, corporation or entity is
not qualified, 1is not likely to provide satisfactory
service, or that the proposal 1s not responsive to the
objectives of protecting and preserving park resources
and of providing necessary and appropriate facilities
and services to the public at reasonable rates.

(3) If all proposals submatted to the Secretary ei-
ther fail to meet the minimum requirements or are re-
jected by the Secretary, the Secretary shall establish

new minvmum contract requirements and re-initiate
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the competitive selection process pursuant to this sec-
tion.

(4) The Secretary may not execute a concession
contract which materially amends or does not incor-
porate the proposed terms and conditions of the con-
cession contract as set forth in the applicable prospec-
tus. If proposed material amendments or changes are
considered appropriate by the Secretary, the Sec-
retary shall resolicit offers for the concession contract
mcorporating such material amendments or changes.
(¢) SELECTION OF THE BEST PROPOSAL.—

(1) In selecting the best proposal, the Secretary
shall consider the following principal factors:

(A) The responsiveness of the proposal to the
objectives of protecting and preserving park re-
sources and values and of providing mnecessary
and appropriate facilities and services to the
public at reasonable rates.

(B) The experience and related background
of the person, corporation, or entity submitting
the proposal, including but not limited to, the
past performance and expertise of such person,
corporation or entity in providing the same or

similar facilities or services.
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(C) The financial capability of the person,
corporation or entity submitting the proposal.
(D) The proposed franchise fee: Provided,

That consideration of revenue to the Unaited

States shall be subordinate to the objectives of

protecting and preserving park resources and of

providing necessary and appropriate facilities to
the public at reasonable rates.

(2) The Secretary may also consider such second-
ary factors as the Secretary deems appropriate.

(3) In developing regulations to 1mplement this
title, the Secretary shall consider the extent to which
plans for employment of Indians (including Native
Alaskans) and involvement of business owned by Indi-
ans, Indian tribes, or Native Alaskans in the oper-
ation of a concession contracts should be identified as
a factor in the selection of a best proposal under this
section.

(f) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary
shall submit any proposed concession contract with antici-
pated annual gross receipts in excess of $5,000,000 or a du-
ration of ten years or more to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources of the United States Senate and the
Commattee on Resources of the United States House of Rep-

resentatives. The Secretary shall not award any such pro-
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1 posed contract until at least 60 days subsequent to the noti-

2 fication of both committees.

3

(9) PREFERENTIAL RIGHT OF RENEWAL.—

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the
Secretary shall not grant a concessioner a preferential
right to renew a concession contract, or any other
Jorm of preference to a concession contract.

(2) The Secretary shall grant a preferential right
of renewal to an existing concessioner with respect to
proposed renewals of the categories of concession con-
tracts described by subsection (h), subject to the re-
quirements of that subsection.

(3) As used in this title, the term “preferential
right of renewal” means that the Secretary, subject to
a determination by the Secretary that the facilities or
services authorized by a prior contract continue to be
necessary and appropriate within the meaning of sec-
tion 402 of this title, shall allow a concessioner quali-
Jying for a preferential right of renewal the oppor-
tunity to match the terms and conditions of any com-
peting proposal which the Secretary determines to be
the best proposal for a proposed new concession con-
tract which authorizes the continuation of the facili-
ties and services provided by the concessioner under

its prior contract.
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(4) A concessioner which successfully exercises a
preferential right of renewal in accordance with the
requirements of this title shall be entitled to award of
the proposed new concession contract to which such
preference applies.

(h) OUTFITTER AND GUIDE SERVICES AND SMALL
CONTRACTS.—The provisions of subsection (g) shall apply
only to concession contracts authorizing outfitter and guide
services and concession contracts with anticipated annual
gross receipts under $500,000 as further described below
and which otherwise qualify as follows:

(1) OUTFITTING AND GUIDE CONTRACTS.—For
the purposes of this title, an “outfitting and guide
concession contract” means a concession contract
which solely authorizes the provision of specialized
backcountry outdoor recreation guide services which
require the employment of specially trained and expe-
rienced guides to accompany park wvisitors in the
backcountry so as to provide a safe and enjoyable ex-
perience for visitors who otherwise may not have the
skills and equipment to engage in such activity. Out-
Jitting and guide concessioners, where otherwise quali-
fied, include, but are not limited to, concessioners
which provide guided river running, hunting, fishing,

horseback, camping, and mountaineering experiences.
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1 An outfitting and guide concessioner is entitled to a
2 preferential rght of renewal under this title only 1f—
3 (A) the contract the oulfitting and guide
4 concessioner holds does not grant the concessioner
5 any interest, including, but not limited to, any
6 leasehold surrender interest or possessory inter-
7 est, 1 capital 1tmprovements on lands owned by
8 the United States within a unit of the National
9 Park System: Provided, That this lLimitation
10 shall not apply to capital improvements con-
11 structed by a concessioner pursuant to the terms
12 of a concession contract prior to the effective date
13 of this title; and
14 (B) the Secretary determines that the con-
15 cessioner has operated satisfactorily during the
16 term of the contract (including any extension
17 thereof); and
18 (C) the concessioner has submatted a respon-
19 sive proposal for a proposed new contract which
20 satisfies the minimum requirements established
21 by the Secretary pursuant to subsection (d).
22 (2) CONTRACTS WITH ANTICIPATED ANNUAL
23 GROSS RECEIPTS UNDER $500,000.—A concessioner
24 which holds a concession contract where the Secretary
25 has estimated that its renewal unll result i gross an-
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nual receipts of less than $500,000 shall be entitled to

a preferential right of renewal under this title 1f—

(A) the Secretary has determined that the
concessioner has operated satisfactorily during
the term of the contract (including any extension
thereof); and

(B) the concessioner has submitted a respon-
sive proposal for a proposed new concession con-
tract which satisfies the minimum requirements
established by the Secretary pursuant to sub-
section (d).

(1) NEW OR ADDITIONAL SERVICES.—The Secretary
shall not grant a preferential right to a concessioner to pro-
vide new or additional services in a park.

(1) SECRETARIAL AUTHORITY.—Nothing wn this title
shall be construed as limiting the authority of the Secretary
to determine whether to issue a concession contract or to
establish its terms and conditions in furtherance of the poli-
cies expressed in this title.

(k) EXCEPTIONS.—Notwithstanding the provisions of
this section, the Secretary may award, without public solic-
tation—

(1) a temporary concession contract or extend an
existing concession contract for a term not to exceed

three years in order to avoid interruption of services
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to the public at a park, except that prior to making

such an award, the Secretary shall take all reasonable

and appropriate steps to consider alternatives to
avoid such interruption; and

(2) a concession contract in extraordinary cir-
cumstances where compelling and equitable consider-
ations require the award of a concession contract to

a particular party in the public interest. Such award

of a concession contract shall not be made by the Sec-

retary until at least thirty days after publication in
the “Federal Register” of notice of the Secretary’s in-
tention to do so and the reasons for such action, and
notice to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the United States Senate and the Commat-
tee on Resources of the Unated States House of Rep-
resentatives.

SEC. 404. TERM OF CONCESSION CONTRACTS.

A concession contract entered into pursuant to this
title shall be awarded for a term not to exceed ten years:
Provided, That the Secretary may award a contract for a
term of up to twenty years if the Secretary determines that
the contract terms and conditions, including the required
construction of capital vmprovements, warrant a longer

term.
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SEC. 405. PROTECTION OF CONCESSIONER INVESTMENT.

(a) LEASEHOLD SURRENDER INTEREST UNDER NEW
CONCESSION CONTRACTS.—

(1) On or after the date of enactment of this
title, a concessioner which constructs a capital im-
provement upon land owned by the United States
within a unit of the National Park System pursuant
to a concession contract, shall have a leasehold sur-
render interest in such capital vmprovement subject to
the following terms and conditions:

(A) A concessioner shall have a property
right wn each capital vmprovement constructed
by a concessioner under a concession contract,
consisting solely of a right to compensation for
the capital vmprovement to the extent of the
value of the concessioner’s leasehold surrender in-
terest in the capital improvement.

(B) A leasehold surrender interest—

(1) may be pledged as security for fi-
nancing of a capital vimprovement or the ac-
quisttion of a concession contract when ap-
proved by the Secretary pursuant to this
title;

(11) shall be transferred by the conces-

stoner in connection with any transfer of
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the concession contract and may be relin-
quished or waived by the concessioner; and

(111) shall not be extinguished by the
expiration or other termination of a conces-
ston contract and may not be taken for pub-
lic use except on payment of just compensa-
tion.

(C) The value of a leasehold surrender inter-
est i a capital vmprovement shall be an amount
equal to the initial value (construction cost of the
capital vmprovement), increased (or decreased)
m the same percentage increase (or decrease) as
the percentage increase (or decrease) in the Con-
sumer Price Index, from the date of making the
mvestment in the capital improvement by the
concessioner to the date of payment of the value
of the leasehold surrender interest, less deprecia-
tion of the capital improvement as evidenced by
the condition and prospective serviceability in
comparison with a new unit of like kind.

(D) Where a concessioner, pursuant to the
terms of a concession contract, makes a capital
mmprovement to an existing capital improvement
wn which the concessioner has a leasehold swrren-

der interest, the cost of such additional capital
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mmprovement shall be added to the then current
value of the concessioner’s leasehold surrender in-
terest.
(E) For purposes of this section, the term—
(i) “Conswumer Price Index” means the
“Consumer Price Index—All Urban Con-
sumers” published by the Bureaw of Labor
Statistics of the Department of Labor, un-
less such index 1s not published, in which
case another reqularly published cost-of-liv-
mg ndex approximating the Consumer
Price Index shall be wutilized by the Sec-
retary; and
(11) “‘capital improvement” means a
structure, fixture, or non-removable equip-
ment provided by a concessioner pursuant
to the terms of a concession contract and lo-
cated on lands of the United States within
a unit of the National Park System.
(b) SPECIAL RULE FOR EXISTING POSSESSORY INTER-
EST—
(1) A concessioner which has obtained «
possessory interest as defined in Public Law 89-249
under the terms of a concession contract entered into

prior to the date of enactment of thas title shall, upon
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the expiration or termination of such contract, be en-
titled to receive compensation for such possessory in-
terest vmprovements in the amount and manner as
described by such concession contract.

(2) In the event such prior concessioner is
awarded a new concession contract after the effective
date of this title replacing an existing concession con-
tract, the existing concessioner shall, instead of di-
rectly receiving such possessory interest compensation,
have a leasehold surrender interest in its existing
possessory interest improvements under the terms of
the mew contract and shall carry over as the initial
value of such leasehold surrender interest (instead of
construction cost) an amount equal to the value of the
existing possessory interest as of the termination date
of the previous contract. In the event of a dispute be-
tween the concessioner and the Secretary as to the
value of such possessory interest, the matter shall be
resolved through binding arbitration.

(3) In the event that a new concessioner 1s
awarded a concession contract and is required to pay
a prior concessioner for possessory interest in prior
mmprovements, the mnew concessioner shall have a
leasehold surrender interest in such prior improve-

ments and the wmitial value i such leasehold surren-
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der interest (instead of construction cost), shall be an

amount equal to the value of the existing possessory

terest as of the termination date of the previous
contract.

(¢c) TRANSITION TO SUCCESSOR (CONCESSIONER.—
Upon expiration or termination of a concession contract en-
tered into after the effective date of this title, a concessioner
shall be entitled under the terms of the concession contract
to recewve from the United States or a successor concessioner
the value of any leasehold surrender interest in a capital
vmprovement as of the date of such expiration or termi-
nation. A successor concessioner shall have a leasehold sur-
render interest in such capital 1mprovement under the
terms of a new contract and the nitial value of the lease-
hold surrender interest in such capital vmprovement (in-
stead of construction cost) shall be the amount of money
the new concessioner is requived to pay the prior conces-
stoner for its leasehold surrender interest under the terms
of the prior concession contract.

(d) TrrLe 10 IMPROVEMENTS.—Title to any capital
improvement constructed by a concessioner on lands owned
by the United States in a unit of the National Park System
shall be in the United States.
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SEC. 406. REASONABLENESS OF RATES.

The reasonableness of a concessioner’s rates and
charges to the public, unless otherwise provided wn the con-
tract, shall be judged primarily by comparison with those
rates and charges for facilities and services of comparable
character under similar conditions, with due consideration
Jor length of season, peakloads, average percentage of occu-
pancy, accessibility, availability and costs of labor and ma-
terials, type of patronage, and other factors deemed signifi-
cant by the Secretary. A concessioner’s rates and charges
to the public shall be subject to approval by the Secretary
pursuant to the terms of the concesssion contract. The ap-
proval process utilized by the Secretary shall be as prompt
and unburdensome to the concessioner as possible and shall
rely on market forces to establish reasonableness of rates and
charges to the maximum extent practicable.

SEC. 407. FRANCHISE FEES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—A concession contract shall provide
Jor payment to the government of a franchise fee or such
other monetary consideration as determined by the Sec-
retary, upon consideration of the probable value to the con-
cessioner of the privileges granted by the particular contract
mvolved. Such probable value is a reasonable opportunity
Jor net profit in relation to capital invested and the obliga-
tions of the contract. Consideration of revenue to the United

States shall be subordinate to the objectives of protecting
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and preserving park areas and of providing adequate and
appropriate services for visitors at reasonable rates.

(b) AMOUNT OF FRANCHISE FEE.—The amount of the
franchise fee or other monetary consideration paid to the
United States for the term of the concession contract shall
be specified in the concession contract and may only be
modified to reflect substantial, unanticipated changes from
the conditions anticipated as of the effective date of the con-
tract. The Secretary shall include in concession contracts
with a term of more than five years a provision which al-
lows reconsideration of the franchise fee at the request of
the Secretary or the concessioner in the event of such sub-
stantial, unanticipated changes. Such provision shall pro-
vide for binding arbitration in the event that the Secretary
and the concessioner are unable to agree upon an adjust-
ment to the franchise fee in these circumstances.

(¢) SPECIAL ACCOUNT.—AIL franchise fees (and other
monetary consideration) paid to the United States pursu-
ant to a concession contract shall be covered into a special
account established in the Treasury of the United States.
The funds contained in such special account shall be avail-
able for expenditure by the Secretary, without appropria-

tion, until expended for use in accordance with subsection

(d).
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(d) USE OF FRANCHISE FEES.—Funds contained in
the special account shall be transferred to a subaccount and
shall be allocated to each applicable unit of the National
Park System, based on the proportion that the amount of
concession contract fees collected from the unit during the
fiscal year bears to the total amount of concession contract
fees collected from all units of the National Park System
during the fiscal year, to fund high-priority resource man-
agement and visitor services programs and operations.

SEC. 408. TRANSFER OF CONCESSION CONTRACTS.

(a) APPROVAL OF THE SECRETARY.—No concession
contract or leasehold surrender interest may be transferred,
assigned, sold, or otherwise conveyed or pledged by a conces-
stoner without prior written notification to, and approval
of the Secretary.

(b) CONDITIONS.—The Secretary shall not unreason-
ably withhold approval of such a conveyance or pledge, and
shall approve such conveyance or pledge if the Secretary
wm has discretion determanes that—

(1) the individual, corporation or entity seeking
to acquire a concession contract is qualified to be able
to satisfy the terms and conditions of the concession
contract;

(2) such conveyance or pledge 1s consistent with

the objectives of protecting and preserving park re-
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sources and of providing mecessary and appropriate

facilities and services to visitors at reasonable rates

and charges; and

(3) the terms of such conveyance or pledge are
not likely, durectly or indirectly, to: reduce the conces-
stoner’s opportunity for a reasonable profit over the
remaining term of the contract; adversely affect the
quality of facilities and services provided by the con-
cessioner; or result in a need for increased rates and
charges to the public to mawntain the quality of such

Jacilities and services.

SEC. 409. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CONCESSIONS MAN-
AGEMENT ADVISORY BOARD.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby established a
Natwonal Park Service Concessions Management Advisory
Board (hereinafter in this title referred to as the “Advisory
Board”) whose purpose shall be to advise the Secretary and
National Park Service on matters relating to management
of concessions in areas of the National Park System. Among
other matters, the Advisory Board shall advise on policies
and procedures intended to assure that services and facili-
ties provided by concessioners meet acceptable standards at
reasonable rates with a minvmum of impact on park re-
sources and values, and provide the concessioners with a

reasonable opportunity to make a profit. The Advisory
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Board shall also advise on ways to make National Park
Service concession programs and procedures more cost effec-
twve, efficient, and less burdensome, including, but not lim-
ited to, providing recommendations regarding National
Park Service contracting with the private sector to conduct
appropriate elements of concessions management and pro-
viding recommendations to make more efficient and less
burdensome the approval of concessioner rates and charges
to the public. In addition, the Advisory Board shall make
recommendations to the Secretary regarding the nature and
scope of products which qualify as Indian, Alaska Native,
and Natwe Hawaiian handicrafts within this meaning of
this title. The Advisory Board, commencing with the first
annwversary of its initial meeting, shall provide an annual
report on its activities to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources of the United States Senate and the

Committee on Resources of the United States House of Rep-

resentatives.
(b) ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERSHIP.—Members of the
Advisory Board shall be appointed on a staggered basis by

the Secretary for a term not to exceed four years and shall
serve at the pleasure of the Secretary. The Advisory Board
shall be comprised of not more than seven individuals ap-
pointed from among citizens of the United States not in

the employment of the Federal government and not in the
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1 employment of or having an interest in a National Park

2 Service concession. Of the seven members of the Advisory

3 Board—
4 (1) one shall be privately employed in the hospi-
5 tality industry,
6 (2) one shall be privately employed in the tour-
7 ism andustry,
8 (3) one shall be privately employed in the ac-
9 counting industry,
10 (4) one shall be privately employed in the outfit-
11 ting and guide industry,
12 (5) one shall be a State government employee
13 with expertise in park concession management,
14 (6) one shall be active in promotion of tradi-
15 tional arts and crafts, and
16 (7) ome shall be active in a non-profit conserva-
17 tion organization nvolved in the programs of the Na-
18 tional Park Service.
19 (¢c) TERMINATION.—The Advisory Board shall con-
20 tinue to exist until December 31, 2008. In all other respects,
21 it shall be subject to the provisions of the Federal Advisory
22 Committee Act.
23 (d) SERVICE ON ADVISORY BOARD.—Service of an in-
24 dwvidual as a member of the Advisory Board shall not be

considered as service or employment bringing such individ-
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ual within the provisions of any Federal law relating to
conflicts of interest or otherwise vmposing restrictions, re-
quirements, or penalties in relation to the employment of
persons, the performance of services, or the payment or re-
ceipt of compensation in connection with claims, proceed-
mgs, or matters involving the Unated States. Service as a
member of the Advisory Board shall not be considered serv-
tce in an appointive or elective position in the Government
Jor purposes of section 8344 of Title 5 of the Unated States
Code, or other comparable provisions of Federal law.

SEC. 410. CONTRACTING FOR SERVICES.

To the maximum extent practicable, the Secretary
shall contract with private entities to conduct the following
elements of the management of the National Park Service
concession  program suitable for mon-federal fulfillment:
health and safety inspections, quality control of concession
operations and facilities, analysis of rates and charges to
the public, and financial analysis: Provided, That nothing
wm thas section shall diminish the governmental responsibil-
ities and authority of the Secretary to administer conces-
sion contracts and activities pursuant to this title and the
Act of August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), as amended, (16
URS.C. 1, 2—4). The Secretary shall also consider, taking
mto account the recommendations of the National Park

Service Concessions Management Advisory Board, contract-
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mg out other elements of the concession management pro-

gram, as appropriate.

SEC. 411. USE OF NON-MONETARY CONSIDERATION IN CON-
CESSION CONTRACTS.

The provisions of section 321 of the Act of June 30,
1932 (47 Stat. 412; 40 U.S.C. 303b), relating to the leasing
of buildings and properties of the Unated States, shall not
apply to contracts awarded by the Secretary pursuant to
this title.

SEC. 412. RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each concessioner shall keep such
records as the Secretary may prescribe to enable the Sec-
retary to determine that all terms of the concession contract
have been and are being faithfully performed, and the Sec-
retary and his duly authorized representatives shall, for the
purpose of audit and examination, have access to said
records and to other books, documents, and papers of the
concessioner pertinent to the contract and all terms and
conditions thereof.

(b) AccESS 10 RECORDS.—The Comptroller General
of the United States or any of his duly authorized represent-
atwes shall, until the expiration of five calendar years after
the close of the business year of each concessioner or sub-
concessioner have access to and the right to examine any

pertinent books, papers, documents and records of the con-
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cessioner or subconcessioner related to the contract or con-
tracts involved.
SEC. 413. REPEAL OF CONCESSION POLICY ACT OF 1965.

(a) REPEAL—The Act of October 9, 1965, Public Law
89-249 (79 Stat. 969, 16 U.S.C. 20-20g), is hereby re-
pealed. The repeal of such Act shall not affect the validity
of any concession contract or permit entered into under
such Act, but the provisions of this title shall apply to any
such contract or permit except to the extent such provisions
are wnconsistent with the express terms and conditions of
any such contract or permit. References in thas title to con-
cession contracts awarded under authority of Public Law
89-249 also apply to concession permits awarded under
such authority.

(b) ExXCEPTION FOR PENDING CONTRACT SOLICITA-
TIONS.—Notwithstanding such repeal, the Secretary may
award concession contracts under the terms of Public Law
89-249 for concession contract solicitations for which, as
of August 1, 1998, a formal prospectus was issued by the
Secretary pursuant to the requirements of 36 C.F.R. Part
51.

(¢) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The fourth sentence of
section 3 of the Act of August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535; 16

US.C. 3) is amended by striking all through “no natural”
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and inserting in liew thereof, “No natural,” and, the last
proviso of such sentence 1s stricken in its entirety.

(d) ANILCA.—Nothing n this title amends, super-
sedes, or otherwise affects any provision of the Alaska Na-
tional Interest Lands Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 3101 et
seq.) relating to revenue-producing visitor services.

SEC. 414. PROMOTION OF THE SALE OF INDIAN, ALASKA NA-
TIVE, AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN HANDICRAFTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Promoting the sale of United States
authentic Indian, Alaskan Native and Native Hawarvian
handicrafts relating to the cultwural, historical, and geo-
graphic characteristics of units of the National Park Sys-
tem 1s encouraged, and the Secretary shall ensure that there
18 a continuing effort to enhance the handicraft trade where

it exists and establish the trade where it currently does not

exist.
(b) EXEMPTION FrROM FRANCHISE FEE.—In further-
ance of these purposes, the revenue derived from the sale

of United States Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawai-
wan handicrafts shall be exempt from any franchise fee pay-
ments under this title.
SEC. 415. REGULATIONS.

As soon as practicable after the effective date of this
title, the Secretary shall promulgate regulations appro-

priate for its implementation. Among other matters, such
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requlations shall include appropriate provisions to ensure
that concession services and facilities to be provided in an
area of the National Park System are not segmented or oth-
erwise split ito separate concession contracts for the pur-
poses of seeking to reduce anticipated annual gross receipts
of a concession contract below $500,000. The Secretary shall
also promulgate requlations which further define the term
“Unated States Indian, Alaskan Native, and Native Hawai-
wan handicrafts” for the purposes of this title.

SEC. 416. COMMERCIAL USE AUTHORIZATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—To the extent specified in this sec-
tion, the Secretary, upon request, may authorize a private
person, corporation, or other entity to provide services to
visitors to units of the National Park System through a
commercial use authorization. Such authorizations shall
not be considered as concession contracts pursuant to this
title mor shall other sections of this title be applicable to
such authorizations except where expressly so stated.

(b) CRITERIA FOR ISSUANCE OF AUTHORIZATIONS.—

(1) The authority of this section may be used
only to authorize provisions of services that the Sec-
retary will have minvmal impact on park resources
and values and which are consistent with the purpose

Jor which the park unit was established and with all
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(2) The Secretary shall—

(A) require payment of a reasonable fee for
wssuance of an authorization under this section,
such fees to remain available without further ap-
propriation to be used, at a minimum, to recover
associated management and administrative costs;

(B) require that the provision of services
under such an authorization be accomplished in
a manner consistent with the highest practicable
degree with the preservation and conservation of
park resources and values;

(C) take appropriate steps to limit the li-
ability of the United States arising from the pro-
viston of services under such an authorization;
and

(D) have no authority under this section to
wssue more authorizations than are consistent
with the preservation and proper management of
park resources and values, and shall establish
such other conditions for issuance of such an au-
thorization as the Secretary determines appro-
priate for the protection of wvisitors, provision of

adequate and appropriate visitor services, and
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protection and proper management of the re-

sources and values of the park.

(¢) LIMITATIONS.—Any authorization issued under
this section shall be limated to—

(1) commercial operations with annual gross re-
ceipts of not more than $25,000 resulting from serv-
1ces origmating and provided solely within a park
pursuant to such authorization; and

(2) the incidental use of park resources by com-
mercial operations which provide services originating
and terminating outside of the park’s boundaries:
Provided, That such authorization shall not provide
Jor the construction of any structure, fixture, or im-
provement on  federally-owned lands within the
boundaries of the park.

(d) DURATION.

The term of any authorization issued
under this section shall not exceed two years. No pref-
erential right of remewal or similar provisions for renewal
shall be granted by the Secretary.

(¢) OTHER CONTRACTS.—A person, corporation, or
other entity seeking or obtaining an authorization pursuant
to this section shall not be precluded from also submitting

proposals for concession contracts.
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TITLE V—FEE AUTHORITIES

SEC. 501. EXTENSION OF THE RECREATIONAL FEE DEM-
ONSTRATION PROGRAM.

(a) AuTHORITY.—The authority provided to the Na-
tional Park Service under the Recreational Fee Demonstra-
tion Program authorized by section 315 of Public Law 104—
134 (16 U.S.C. 4601—6a note)—

(1) 1s extended through September 30, 2005; and

(2) shall be available for all units of the Na-
tonal Park System, and for system-wide fee pro-
grams.

(b) REPORT.—(1) Not later than September 30, 2000,
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Emergy and
Natural Resources of the United States Senate and the
Commattee on Resources of the United States House of Rep-

resentatives a report detailing the status of the recreational

fee demonstration program conducted in units of the Na-

tional Park System under section 315 of Public Law 104—
134 (16 U.S.C. 4601—6a note).
(2) The report under paragraph (1) shall contain—
(A) an evaluation of the fee demonstration pro-
gram conducted at each unit of the National Park
System;
(B) with respect to each unit of the National

Park System where a fee is charged under the author-
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ity of the Recreational Fee Demonstration Program

(16 U.S.C. 4601—-6a note), a description of the cri-

teria that were used to determine whether a rec-

reational fee should or should not be charged at such
park; and

(C) a description of the manner in which the
amount of the fee at each national park was estab-
lished.

(¢c) NOTICE.—At least twelve months notice shall be
gwen to the public prior to the increase or establishment
of any fee in units of the National Park System.

SEC. 502. COMMERCIAL FILMING ACTIVITIES.

(a) COMMERCIAL FILMING.—The Secretary shall re-
quire a permat and shall establish a reasonable fee for com-
mercial filming activities in units of the National Park
System. Such fee shall provide a fair return to the United
States and shall be based upon the following criteria, in
addition to such other factors as the Secretary deems nec-
essary: the number of days the filming takes place within
a park unit, the size of the film crew, the amount and type
of equipment present, and any potential 1mpact on park
resources. The Secretary is also directed to recover any costs
meurred as a result of filming activities, including but not
Limited to administration and personnel costs. All costs re-

covered are in addition to the assessed fee.
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(b) StiLL PHOTOGRAPHY.—(1) Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the Secretary shall not require a permait or
assess a fee for commercial or non-commercial still photog-
raphy of sites or resources in units of the National Park
System in any part of a park where members of the public
are generally allowed. In other locations, the Secretary may
require a permit, fee, or both, if the Secretary determines
that there is a likelihood of resource impact, disruption of
the public’s use and enjoyment of the park, or if the activity
poses health or safety risks.

(2) The Secretary shall require the issuance of a per-
mit and the payment of a reasonable fee for still photog-
raphy that utilizes models or props which are not a part

of a park’s natural or cultural features or administrative

Jacilities.
(¢) PROCEEDS.—(1) Fees collected within units of the
National Park System under this section shall be deposited

m a special account in the Treasury of the United States
and shall be available to the Secretary, without further ap-
propriation for high-priority wvisitor service or resource
management projects and programs for the unit of the Na-
tional Park System in which the fee is collected.

(2) All costs recovered under this section shall be re-

tained by the Secretary and shall remain available for ex-
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penditure in the park where collected, without further ap-
propriation.
SEC. 503. DISTRIBUTION OF GOLDEN EAGLE PASSPORT
SALES.

Not later than six months after the date of enactment
of this title, the Secretary and the Secretary of Agriculture
shall enter into an agreement providing for an apportion-
ment among each agency of all proceeds derived from the
sale of Golden Eagle Passports by private vendors. Such
proceeds shall be apportioned to each agency on the basis
of the ratio of each agency’s total revenue from admaission
fees collected during the previous fiscal year to the sum of
all revenue from admission fees collected during the pre-
vious fiscal year for all agencies participating in the Golden
Eagle Passport Program.

TITLE VI—NATIONAL PARK PASSPORT PROGRAM
SEC. 601. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this title are—

(1) to develop a national park passport that in-
cludes a collectible stamp to be used for admission to
units of the National Park System; and

(2) to generate revenue for support of the Na-

tional Park System.
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SEC. 602. NATIONAL PARK PASSPORT PROGRAM.

(a) PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall establish a na-
tronal park passport program. A national park passport
shall include a collectible stamp providing the holder admais-
ston to all units of the National Park System.

(b) ErrECTIVE PERIOD.—A national park passport
stamp shall be effective for a period of 12 months from the
date of purchase.

(¢) TRANSFERABILITY.—A national park passport and
stamp shall not be transferable.

SEC. 603. ADMINISTRATION.

(a) STAMP DESIGN COMPETITION.—(1) The Secretary
shall hold an annual competition for the design of the col-
lectible stamp to be affixed to the national park passport.

(2) Each competition shall be open to the public and
shall be a means to educate the American people about the
Natronal Park System.

(b) SALE OF PASSPORTS AND STAMPS.—(1) National
park passports and stamps shall be sold through the Na-
tional Park Service and may be sold by private vendors
on consignment in accordance with guidelines established
by the Secretary.

(2) A private vendor may be allowed to collect a com-
mission on each national park passport (including stamp)

sold, as determined by the Secretary.
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(3) The Secretary may limit the number of private
vendors of national park passports (including stamps).

(¢c) USE OF PROCEEDS.—

(1) The Secretary may use not more than ten
percent of the revenues derived from the sale of na-
tional park passports (including stamps) to admin-
ister and promote the national park passport pro-
gram and the National Park System.

(2) Amounts collected from the sale of national
park passports shall be deposited mn a special account
i the Treasury of the United States and shall remain
available until expended, without further appropria-
tion, for hagh priority visitor service or resource man-
agement projects throughout the National Park Sys-
tem.

(d) AGREEMENTS.—The Secretary may enter into co-
operative agreements with the National Park Foundation
and other interested parties to provide for the development
and implementation of the national park passport program
and the Secretary shall take such actions as are appropriate
to actively market national park passports and stamps.

(e) FEE—The fee for a national park passport and

stamp shall be $50.
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SEC. 604. INTERNATIONAL PARK PASSPORT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Secretary shall establish an
wmternational park passport program in accordance with
the other provisions of this title except as provided in this
section.

(b) AVAILABILITY.—An anternational park passport
and stamp shall be made available exclusively to foreign
visitors to the United States.

(¢) SALE.—International park passports and stamps
shall be available for sale exclusively outside the Unaited
States through commercial tourism channels and consulates
or other offices of the United States.

(d) FEE.—International park passports and stamps
shall be sold for a fee that is $10.00 less than the fee for

a national park passport and stamp, but not less than

$40.00.
(¢) FOrM.—An international park passport and
stamp shall be produced in a form that provides useful in-

Jormation to the international visitor and serves as a sou-

venir of the visit.

(f) EFrECTIVE PERIOD.—An international park pass-
port and stamp shall be valid for a period of 45 days from
the date of purchase.

(9) USE OF PROCEEDS.—Amounts collected from the

sale of international park passports and stamps shall be
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deposited wn the special account under section 603(c) and
shall be available as provided in section 603(c).

(h) TERMINATION OF PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall
terminate the international park passport program at the
end of calendar year 2003 unless at least 200,000 inter-
national park passports and stamps are sold during that
calendar year.

SEC. 605. EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS AND PROGRAMS.

(a) PARK PASSPORT NOT REQUIRED.—A national
park passport or international park passport shall not be
required for—

(1) a single visit to a national park that charges

a single visit admission fee under section 4(a)(2) of

the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965

(16 U.S.C. 4601-6a(a)(2)) or the Recreational Fee

Demonstration Program (16 U.S.C. 4601—6a note); or

(2) an individual who has obtained a Golden

Age or Golden Access Passport under paragraph (4)

or (5) of section 4(a) of the Land and Water Con-

servation Fund Act of 1965 (16 U.S.C. 4601—-6a(a)).

(b) GOLDEN EAGLE PASSPORTS.—A Golden Eagle
Passport issued under section 4(a)(1)(A) of the Land and
Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 (16 U.S.C. 4601—
ba(a)(1)(A)) or the Recreational Fee Demonstration Pro-
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gram (16 U.S.C. 460l-6a note) shall be honored for admis-

sion to each unit of the National Park System.

(¢) ACCESS.—A national park passport and an inter-
national park passport shall provide access to each unit of
the National Park System under the same conditions, rules,
and requlations as apply to access with a Golden Eagle
Passport as of the date of enactment of this title.

(d) LIMITATIONS.—A national park passport or inter-
national park passport may not be used to obtain access
to other Federal recreation fee areas outside of the National
Park System.

(¢) EXEMPTIONS AND FEES.—A national park pass-
port or international park passport does not exempt the
holder from or provide the holder any discount on any
recreation use fee vmposed under section 4(b) of the Land
and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 (16 U.S.C. 460l—
6a(b)) or the Recreational Fee Demonstration Program (16
U.S.C. 460l-6a note).

TITLE VII—NATIONAL PARK FOUNDATION

SUPPORT
SEC. 701. PROMOTION OF LOCAL FUNDRAISING SUPPORT.

The Act entitled “An Act to establish the National
Park Foundation™, approved December 18, 1967 (16 U.S.C.
19 et seq.) 1s amended by adding at the end thereof the fol-

lowing:
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“SEC. 12. PROMOTION OF LOCAL FUNDRAISING SUPPORT.

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Foundation shall design
and implement a comprehensive program to assist and pro-
mote philanthropic programs of support at the indiwvidual
national park unit level.

“(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—~—The program under sub-
section (a) shall be implemented to—

“(1) assist in the creation of local nonprofit sup-
port organizations; and

“(2) provide support, national consistency, and
management-improving  suggestions for local non-
profit support organizations.

“(c) PrOGRAM.—The program under subsection (a)
shall include the greatest number of national park units as
18 practicable.

“(d) REQUIREMENTS.—The program under subsection
(a) shall include, at a minimum—

“(1) a standard adaptable organizational design

Jormat to establish and sustain responsible manage-

ment of a local nonprofit support organization for

support of a national park unit;

“(2) standard and legally tenable bylaws and
recommended money-handling procedures that can
easily be adapted as applied to indiwvidual national

park units; and
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1 “(3) a standard training curriculum to orient
2 and expand the operating expertise of personnel em-
3 ployed by local nonprofit support organizations.
4 “le) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Foundation shall report
S the progress of the program under subsection (a) in the an-
6 nual report of the Foundation.
7 “(f) AFFILIATIONS.—
8 “(1) CHARTER OR CORPORATE BYLAWS.—Noth-
9 g i this section requires—
10 “(A) a nonprofit support organization or
11 friends group in existence on the date of enact-
12 ment of thas title to modify current practices or
13 to affiliate with the Foundation; or
14 “(B) a local nonprofit support organization,
15 established as a result of this section, to be bound
16 through its charter or corporate bylaws to be per-
17 manently affiliated with the Foundation.
18 “(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—An affiliation with the
19 Foundation shall be established only at the discretion
20 of the governing board of a nonprofit organization.”.
21 TITLE VIII—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
22 SEC. 801. UNITED STATES PARK POLICE.
23 (a) APPOINTMENT OF TASK FORCE.—Not later than

24 60 days after the date of enactment of this title, the Sec-

25 retary shall appoint a multidisciplinary task force to fully
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evaluate the shortfalls, needs, and requirements of law en-

forcement programs in the National Park Service, includ-

mg a separate analysis for the Unated States Park Police,
which shall mclude a review of facility repair, rehabilita-
tion, equipment, and communication needs.

(b) SUBMISSION OF REPORT.—Not later than one year
after the date of enactment of thas title, the Secretary shall
submit to the Committees on Energy and Natural Resources
and Appropriations of the United States Senate and the
Commattees on Resources and Appropriations of the United
States House of Representatives a report that includes—

(1) the findings and recommendations of the task
Jorce;
(2) complete justifications for any recommenda-
trons made; and
(3) a complete description of any adverse 1m-
pacts that would occur if any need identified in the
report is not met.
SEC. 802. LEASES AND COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT AGREE-
MENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL—RSection 3 of Public Law 91-383
(16 U.S.C. 1a-2) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(k) LEASES.—
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“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may enter
wmto a lease with any person or governmental entity
Jor the use of buwildings and associated property ad-
ministered by the Secretary as part of the National
Park System.
“(2) USE.—Buwildings and associated property
leased under paragraph (1)—
“(A) shall be used for an activity that vs
consistent with the purposes established by law
Jor the unit i which the building 1s located;
“(B) shall not result in degradation of the
purposes and values of the unit; and
“(C) shall be compatible with National
Park Service programs.
“(3) RENTAL AMOUNTS.—
“(A) IN GENERAL—With respect to a lease
under paragraph (1)—
“(0) payment of farr market value
rental shall be required; and
“(11) section 321 of the Act of June 30,
1932 (47 Stat. 412, chapter 314; 40 U.S.C.
3030) shall not apply.
“(B) ADJUSTMENT.—The Secretary may
adjust the rental amount as appropriate to take

mto account any amounts to be expended by the
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lessee for preservation, maintenance, restoration,
vmprovement, or repair and related expenses.

“(C) REGULATION.—The Secretary shall
promulgate requlations implementing this sub-
section that includes provisions to encourage and
Jacilitate competition in the leasing process and
provide for tvmely and adequate public comment.
“(4) SPECIAL ACCOUNT.—

“(A) DEPOSITS.—Rental payments under a
lease under paragraph (1) shall be deposited in
a special account in the Treasury of the United
States.

“(B) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts in the spe-
cial account shall be available until expended,
without further appropriation, for infrastructure
needs at units of the National Park System, in-
cluding—

“(1) facility refurbishment;

“(11) reparr and replacement;

“(iir) infrastructure projects associated
with park resource protection; and

“(iw) direct maintenance of the leased
buildings and associated properties.

“(C) ACCOUNTABILITY AND RESULTS.—The

Secretary shall develop procedures for the use of
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the special account that ensure accountability

and demonstrated results consistent with this

Act.

“(1) COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT AGREEMENTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Where a unit of the National
Park System 1s located adjacent to or near a State
or local park area, and cooperative management be-
tween the National Park Service and a State or local
government agency of a portion of either park will
allow for more effective and efficient management of
the parks, the Secretary is authorized to enter into an
agreement with a State or local government agency to
provide for the cooperative management of the Federal
and State or local park areas: Provided, That the Sec-
retary may not transfer administration responsibil-
ities for any unit of the National Park System.

“(2) PROVISION OF GOODS AND SERVICES.—
Under a cooperative management agreement, the Sec-
retary may acquire from and provide to a State or
local government agency goods and services to be used
by the Secretary and the State or local governmental
agency i the cooperative management of land.

“(3) ASSIGNMENT.—An assignment arranged by
the Secretary under section 3372 of title 5, United

States Code, of a Federal, State, or local employee for
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work wn any Federal, State, or local land or an exten-

ston of such an assignment may be for any period of

time determined by the Secretary and the State or
local agency to be mutually beneficial.”.

(b) HISTORIC LEASE PROCESS SIMPLIFICATION.—The
Secretary s directed to simplify, to the maximum extent
possible, the leasing process for historic properties with the
goal of leasing available structures in a timely manner.

Amend the title so as to read: “A bill to provide for im-
proved management and increased accountability for cer-
tain National Park Service programs, and for other pur-

poses.”
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