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POTOMAC HIGHLANDS AIRPORT

AUTHORITY COMPACT

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of calendar No. 512, S.J. Res. 51.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 51) granting

the consent of Congress to the Potomac
Highlands Airport Authority Compact en-
tered into between the States of Maryland
and West Virginia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the joint resolution?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion.

Mr. GORTON. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the joint resolution be con-
sidered read a third time and passed,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and that any statements re-
lating to joint resolution appear at the
appropriate place in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 51)
was considered read the third time and
passed, as follows:

S.J. RES. 51

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. CONGRESSIONAL CONSENT.

Congress hereby consents to the Potomac
Highlands Airport Authority Compact en-
tered into between the States of Maryland
and West Virginia. The compact reads sub-
stantially as follows:

‘‘Potomac Highlands Airport Authority
Compact

‘‘SECTION 1. COUNTY COMMISSIONS EMPOW-
ERED TO ENTER INTO INTERGOV-
ERNMENTAL AGREEMENTS RELAT-
ING TO CUMBERLAND MUNICIPAL
AIRPORT.

‘‘The county commissions of Mineral Coun-
ty, West Virginia, and of other West Virginia
counties contiguous to Mineral County, and
the governing bodies of municipal corpora-
tions situated in those counties, may enter
into intergovernmental agreements with this
State, Allegany County, Maryland, other
Maryland counties contiguous to Allegany
County and Cumberland, Maryland, and
other municipal corporations situated in
those Maryland counties, and with the Poto-
mac Highlands Airport Authority regarding
the operation and use of the Cumberland Mu-
nicipal Airport situated in Mineral County,
West Virginia. The agreements shall be re-
ciprocal in nature and may include, but are
not limited to, conditions governing the op-
eration, use, and maintenance of airport fa-
cilities, taxation of aircraft owned by Mary-
land residents and others, and user fees.
‘‘SEC. 2. POTOMAC HIGHLANDS AIRPORT AU-

THORITY AUTHORIZED.
‘‘The county commissions of Mineral Coun-

ty, West Virginia, and of other West Virginia
counties contiguous to Mineral County, and
the governing bodies of municipal corpora-
tions situated in those counties, or any one
or more of them, jointly and severally, may
create and establish, with proper govern-
mental units of this State, Allegany County,
Maryland, other Maryland counties contig-
uous to Allegany County, and Cumberland,
Maryland, and other municipal corporations

situated in those Maryland counties, or any
one or more of them, a public agency to be
known as the ‘Potomac Highlands Airport
Authority’ in the manner and for the pur-
poses set forth in this Compact.
‘‘SEC. 3. AUTHORITY A CORPORATION.

‘‘When created, the Authority and the
members of the Authority shall constitute a
public corporation and, as such, shall have
perpetual succession, may contract and be
contracted with, sue and be sued, and have
and use a common seal.
‘‘SEC. 4. PURPOSES.

‘‘The Authority may acquire, equip, main-
tain, and operate an airport or landing field
and appurtenant facilities in Mineral Coun-
ty, on the Potomac River near Ridgeley,
West Virginia, to serve the area in which it
is located.
‘‘SEC. 5. MEMBERS OF AUTHORITY.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The management and
control of the Potomac Highlands Airport
Authority, its property, operations, business,
and affairs, shall be lodged in a board of
seven or more persons who shall be known as
members of the Authority and who shall be
appointed for terms of three years each by
those counties, municipal corporations, or
other governmental units situated in West
Virginia and Maryland as contribute to the
funds of the Authority, in such proportion
between those States and counties, munici-
pal corporations, and units, and in whatever
manner, as may from time to time be pro-
vided in the bylaws adopted by the Author-
ity.

‘‘(b) FIRST BOARD.—The first board shall be
appointed as follows:

‘‘(1) The County Commission of Mineral
County shall appoint two members for terms
of two and three years, respectively.

‘‘(2) The governing official or body of the
municipal corporation of Cumberland, Mary-
land, shall appoint three members for terms
of one, two, and three years, respectively.

‘‘(3) The governing official or body of Alle-
gany County, Maryland, shall appoint two
members for terms of one and two years, re-
spectively.
‘‘SEC. 6. POWERS.

‘‘The Potomac Highlands Airport Author-
ity has power and authority as follows:

‘‘(1) To make and adopt all necessary by-
laws, rules, and regulations for its organiza-
tion and operations not inconsistent with
law.

‘‘(2) To take all legal actions necessary or
desirable in relation to the general oper-
ation, governance, capital expansion, man-
agement, and protection of the Cumberland
Municipal Airport.

‘‘(3) To increase the number of members of
the Authority, and to set the terms of office
and appointment procedures for those addi-
tional members.

‘‘(4) To elect its own officers, to appoint
committees, and to employ and fix the com-
pensation for personnel necessary for its op-
eration.

‘‘(5) To enter into contracts with any per-
son, firm, or corporation, and generally to do
anything necessary for the purpose of acquir-
ing, equipping, expanding, maintaining, and
operating an airport.

‘‘(6) To delegate any authority given to it
by law to any of its officers, committees,
agents, or employees.

‘‘(7) To apply for, receive, and use grants in
aid, donations, and contributions from any
sources.

‘‘(8) To take or acquire lands by purchase,
holding title to it in its own name.

‘‘(9) To purchase, own, hold, sell, and dis-
pose of personal property and to sell and dis-
pose of any real estate which it may have ac-
quired and may determine not to be needed
for its purposes.

‘‘(10) To borrow money.
‘‘(11) To extend its funds in the execution

of the powers and authority hereby given.
‘‘(12) To take all necessary steps to provide

for proper police protection at the airport.
‘‘(13) To inventory airplanes and other per-

sonal property at the airport and provide the
assessor of Mineral County and other proper
governmental officials with full particulars
in regard to the inventory.
‘‘SEC. 7. PARTICIPATION BY WEST VIRGINIA.

‘‘(a) APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS; CONTRIBU-
TION TO COSTS.—The county commissions of
Mineral County and of counties contiguous
to Mineral County, and the governing bodies
of municipal corporations situated in those
counties, or any one or more of them, jointly
and severally, may appoint members of the
Authority and contribute to the cost of ac-
quiring, equipping, maintaining, and operat-
ing the airport and appurtenant facilities.

‘‘(b) TRANSFER OF PROPERTY.—Any of the
foregoing county commissions or municipal
corporations may transfer and convey to the
Authority property of any kind acquired pre-
viously by the county commission or munici-
pal corporation for airport purposes.
‘‘SEC. 8. FUNDS AND ACCOUNTS.

‘‘(a) CONTRIBUTION AND DEPOSIT OF
FUNDS.—Contributions may be made to the
Authority from time to time by the various
bodies contributing to its funds and shall be
deposited in whatever bank or banks a ma-
jority of the members of the Authority di-
rect and may be withdrawn from them in
whatever manner the Authority directs.

‘‘(b) ACCOUNTS AND REPORTS.—The Author-
ity shall keep strict account of all of its re-
ceipts and expenditures and shall make quar-
terly reports to the public and private bodies
contributing to its funds, containing an
itemized account of its operations in the pre-
ceding quarter. The accounts of the Author-
ity shall be regularly examined by the State
Tax Commissioner in the manner required by
Article nine, Chapter six of the Code of West
Virginia.
‘‘SEC. 9. PROPERTY AND OBLIGATIONS OF AU-

THORITY EXEMPT FROM TAXATION.
‘‘The Authority is exempt from the pay-

ment of any taxes or fees to the State of
West Virginia or any subdivisions of that
State or to any officer or employee of the
State or other subdivision of it. The property
of the Authority is exempt from all local and
municipal taxes. Notes, debentures, and
other evidence of indebtedness of the Au-
thority are declared to be issued for a public
purpose and to be public instrumentalities,
and, together with interest on them, are ex-
empt from taxes.
‘‘SEC. 10. SALE OR LEASE OF PROPERTY.

‘‘In the event all of the public corporations
contributing to the funds of the Authority so
determine, the Authority shall make sale of
all of its properties and assets and distribute
the proceeds of the sale among those contrib-
uting to its funds. In the alternative, if such
of the supporting corporations contributing
a majority of the funds of the Authority so
determine, the Authority may lease all of its
property and equipment upon whatever
terms and conditions the Authority may fix
and determine.
‘‘SEC. 11. EMPLOYEES TO BE COVERED BY WORK-

MEN’S COMPENSATION.
‘‘All eligible employees of the Authority

are considered to be within the Workmen’s
Compensation Act of West Virginia, and pre-
miums on their compensation shall be paid
by the Authority as required by law.
‘‘SEC. 12. LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION OF COMPACT.

‘‘It is the purpose of this Compact to pro-
vide for the maintenance and operation of an
airport in a prudent and economical manner,
and this Compact shall be liberally con-
strued as giving to the Authority full and
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complete power reasonably required to give
effect to the purposes hereof. The provisions
of this Compact are in addition to and not in
derogation of any power existing in the
county commissions and municipal corpora-
tions herein named under any constitu-
tional, statutory, or charter provisions
which they or any of them may now have or
may hereafter acquire or adopt.’’.
SEC. 2. RIGHT TO ALTER, AMEND, OR REPEAL.

The right to alter, amend, or repeal this
joint resolution is hereby expressly reserved.
The consent granted by this joint resolution
shall not be construed as impairing or in any
manner affecting any right or jurisdiction of
the United States in and over the region
which forms the subject of the compact.

f

PACIFIC NORTHWEST EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENT

Mr. GORTON. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of calendar No.
475, S.J. Res. 35.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 35) granting

the consent of Congress to the Pacific North-
west Emergency Management Arrangement.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the joint resolution?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion.

Mr. GORTON. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the joint resolution be con-
sidered read a third time and passed,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and that any statements re-
lating to the joint resolution appear at
the appropriate place in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 35)
was considered read the third time and
passed, as follows:

S.J. RES. 35
Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. CONGRESSIONAL CONSENT.

Congress consents to the Pacific Northwest
Emergency Management Arrangement en-
tered into between the States of Alaska,
Idaho, Oregon, and Washington, and the
Province of British Columbia and the Yukon
Territory. The arrangement is substantially
as follows:

‘‘PACIFIC NORTHWEST EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENT

‘‘Whereas, Pacific Northwest emergency
management arrangement between the gov-
ernment of the States of Alaska, the govern-
ment of the State of Idaho, the government
of the State of Oregon, the government of
the State of Washington, the government of
the State of the Providence of British Co-
lumbia, and the government of Yukon Terri-
tory hereinafter referred to collectively as
the ‘Signatories’ and separately as a ‘Signa-
tory’;

‘‘Whereas, the Signatories recognize the
importance of comprehensive and coordi-
nated civil emergency preparedness, re-
sponse and recovery measures for natural
and technological emergencies or disasters,
and for declared or undeclared hostilities in-
cluding enemy attack;

‘‘Whereas, the Signatories further recog-
nize the benefits of coordinating their sepa-

rate emergency preparedness, response and
recovery measures with that of contiguous
jurisdictions for those emergencies, disas-
ters, or hostilities affecting or potentially
affecting any one or more of the Signatories
in the Pacific Northwest; and

‘‘Whereas, the Signatories further recog-
nize that regionally based emergency pre-
paredness, response and recovery measures
will benefit all jurisdictions within the Pa-
cific Northwest, and best serve their respec-
tive national interests in cooperative and co-
ordinated emergency preparedness as facili-
tated by the Consultative Group on Com-
prehensive Civil Emergency and Manage-
ment established in the Agreement Between
the government of the United States of
America and the government of Canada on
Cooperation and Comprehensive Civil Emer-
gency Planning and Management signed at
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada on April 28, 1986:
Now, therefore, be it is hereby agreed by and
between each and all of the Signatories here-
to as follows:

‘‘ADVISORY COMMITTEE

‘‘(1) An advisory committee named the
Western Regional Emergency Management
Advisory Committee (W–REMAC) shall be es-
tablished which will include one member ap-
pointed by each Signatory.

‘‘(2) The W–REMAC will be guided by the
agreed-upon Terms of Reference-Annex A.

‘‘PRINCIPLES OF COOPERATION

‘‘(3) Subject to the laws of each Signatory,
the following cooperative principles are to be
used as a guide by the Signatories in civil
emergency matters which may affect more
than one Signatory:

‘‘(A) The authorities of each Signatory
may seek the advice, cooperation, or assist-
ance of any other Signatory in any civil
emergency matter.

‘‘(B) Nothing in the arrangement shall der-
ogate from the applicable laws within the ju-
risdiction of any Signatory. However, the au-
thorities of any Signatory may request from
the authorities of any other signatory appro-
priate alleviation of such laws if their nor-
mal application might lead to delay or dif-
ficulty in the rapid execution of necessary
civil emergency measures.

‘‘(C) Each Signatory will use its best ef-
forts to facilitate the movement of evacuees,
refugees, civil emergency personnel, equip-
ment or other resources into or across its
territory, or to a designated staging area
when it is agreed that such movement or
staging will facilitate civil emergency oper-
ations by the affected or participating Sig-
natories.

‘‘(D) In times of emergency, each Signa-
tory will use its best efforts to ensure that
the citizens or residents of any other Signa-
tory present in its territory are provided
emergency health services and emergency
social services in a manner no less favorable
than that provided to its own citizens.

‘‘(E) Each Signatory will use discretionary
power as far as possible to avoid levy of any
tax, tariff, business license, or user fees on
the services, equipment, and supplies of any
other Signatory which is engaged in civil
emergency activities in the territory of an-
other Signatory, and will use its best efforts
to encourage local governments or other ju-
risdictions within its territory to do like-
wise.

‘‘(F) When civil emergency personnel, con-
tracted firms or personnel, vehicles, equip-
ment, or other services from any Signatory
are made available to or are employed to as-
sist any other Signatory, all providing Sig-
natories will use best efforts to ensure that
charges, levies, or costs for such use or as-
sistance will not exceed those paid for simi-
lar use of such resources within their own
territory.

‘‘(G) Each Signatory will exchange contact
lists, warning and notification plans, and se-
lected emergency plans and will call to the
attention of their respective local govern-
ments and other jurisdictional authorities in
areas adjacent to intersignatory boundaries,
the desirability of compatibility of civil
emergency plans and the exchange of contact
lists, warning and notification plans, and se-
lected emergency plans.

‘‘(H) The authority of any Signatory con-
ducting an exercise will ensure that all other
signatories are provided an opportunity to
observe, and/or participate in such exercises.

‘‘COMPREHENSIVE NATURE

‘‘(4) This document is a comprehensive ar-
rangement on civil emergency planning and
management. To this end and from time to
time as necessary, all Signatories shall—

‘‘(A) review and exchange their respective
contact lists, warning and notification plans,
and selected emergency plans; and

‘‘(B) as appropriate, provide such plans and
procedures to local governments, and other
emergency agencies within their respective
territories.

‘‘ARRANGEMENT NOT EXCLUSIVE

‘‘(5) This is not an exclusive arrangement
and shall not prevent or limit other civil
emergency arrangements of any nature be-
tween Signatories to this arrangement. In
the event of any conflicts between the provi-
sions of this arrangement and any other ar-
rangement regarding emergency service en-
tered into by two or more States of the
United States who are Signatories to this ar-
rangement, the provisions of that other ar-
rangement shall apply, with respect to the
obligations of those States to each other,
and not the conflicting provisions of this ar-
rangement.

‘‘AMENDMENTS

‘‘(6) This Arrangement and the Annex may
be amended (and additional Annexes may be
added) by arrangement of the Signatories.

‘‘CANCELLATION OR SUBSTITUTION

‘‘(7) Any Signatory to this Arrangement
may withdraw from or cancel their partici-
pation in this Arrangement by giving sixty
days, written notice in advance of this effec-
tive date to all other Signatories.

‘‘AUTHORITY

‘‘(8) All Signatories to this Arrangement
warrant they have the power and capacity to
accept, execute, and deliver this Arrange-
ment.

‘‘EFFECTIVE DATE

‘‘(9) Notwithstanding any dates noted else-
where, this Arrangement shall commence
April 1, 1996.’’.
SEC. 2. INCONSISTENCY OF LANGUAGE.

The validity of the arrangements con-
sented to by this Act shall not be affected by
any insubstantial difference in their form or
language as adopted by the States and prov-
inces.
SEC. 3. RIGHT TO ALTER, AMEND, OR REPEAL.

The right to alter, amend, or repeal this
Act is hereby expressly reserved.

f

MARION NATIONAL FISH HATCH-
ERY AND CLAUDE HARRIS NA-
TIONAL AQUACULTURAL RE-
SEARCH CENTER CONVEYANCE
ACT

Mr. GORTON. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate now proceed to
the consideration of calendar No. 493,
S. 1883.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.
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