October 8, 1998

I am extremely disappointed that the
Congress has reacted to this agri-
culture emergency situation by send-
ing me a bill that fails to provide an
adequate safety net for our farmers. |
have repeatedly stated that | would
veto any emergency farm assistance
bill if it did not adequately address our
farmers’ immediate needs, and this bill
does not do enough.

The lack of sufficient emergency aid
for farmers in this bill is particularly
problematic in light of the bill’s other
provisions that affect farmers and their
rural communities. Cutting edge agri-
cultural research is absolutely essen-
tial to improve our farmers’ productiv-
ity and to maintain their advantage
over our competitors around the world.
But this bill eliminates the $120 mil-
lion in competitive research grants for
this year that | strongly supported and
signed into law just last June. It also
blocks the $60 million from the Fund
for Rural America provided through
that same bill, preventing needed addi-
tional rural development funds that
would help our Nation’s rural commu-
nities to diversify their economies and
improve their quality of life. The bill
also cuts spending for our food safety
initiative in half, denying funds for re-
search, public education, and other
food safety improvements.

Many of our most vulnerable farmers
have also had to face an obstacle that
no one in America ever should have to
confront: racial discrimination. Over
1,000 minority farmers have filed
claims of discrimination by USDA’s
farm loan programs in the 1980s and
early 1990s that the statute of limita-
tions bars from being addressed. While
I am pleased that this legislation con-
tains a provision waiving the statute of
limitations, | am disappointed that it
does not contain the language included
in the Senate’s version of this bill,
which accelerates the resolution of the
cases, provides claimants with a fair
and full court review if they so choose,
and covers claims stemming from
USDA’s housing loan programs.

Therefore, as | return this bill, 1
again call on the Congress to send me
a comprehensive plan, before this ses-
sion ends, that adequately responds to
the very real needs of our farmers at
this difficult time.

WiLLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, October 7, 1998.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The ob-
jections of the President will be spread
at large upon the Journal, and the veto
message and the bill will be printed as
a House document.

Mr. SKEEN. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent that the veto message of
the President, together with the ac-
companying bill, be referred to the
Committee on Appropriations.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Mexico?

There was no objection.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SKEEN. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on the
veto message of the President to the
bill, H.R. 4101, and that | may include
tabular and extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Mexico?

There was no objection.

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
POINTS OF ORDER AGAINST CON-
FERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3150,
BANKRUPTCY REFORM ACT OF
1998

Mr. LINDER, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 105-799) on the resolution (H.
Res. 586) waiving points of order
against the conference report to ac-
company the bill (H.R. 3150) to amend
title 11 of the United States Code, and
for other purposes, which was referred
to the House Calendar and ordered to
be printed.

REREFERRAL OF H.R. 1804, JOHN
McKINLEY FEDERAL BUILDING

Mr. KIM. Mr. Speaker, | ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure be
discharged from further consideration
of the bill (H.R. 1804) to designate the
Federal building located at 210 Semi-
nary Street in Florence, Alabama, as
the “John McKinley Federal Building”
and that the bill be rereferred to the
Committee on Government Reform and
Oversight.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

REREFERRAL OF H.R. 4668, JOHN T.
MYERS FEDERAL BUILDING

Mr. KIM. Mr. Speaker, | ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure be
discharged from further consideration
of the bill (H.R. 4668) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service at 30 North 7th Street in Terre
Haute, Indiana, as the “John T. Myers
Federal Building”’ and that the bill be
rereferred to the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform and Oversight.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

AUTHORIZING AWARD OF CON-
GRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR
TO THEODORE ROOSEVELT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
pending business is the question de
novo of suspending the rules and pass-
ing the bill, H.R. 2263.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

H10149

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
BUYER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2263.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the provisions of clause 5 of rule
I, the Chair announces that he will
postpone further proceedings today on
each motion to suspend the rules on
which a recorded vote or the yeas and
nays are ordered, or on which the vote
is objected to under clause 4 of rule
XV.

Such rollcall votes, if postponed, will
be taken tomorrow.

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING
NATIONAL SCIENCE POLICY

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, | move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 578) ex-
pressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the print of the Com-
mittee on Science entitled ‘“Unlocking
Our Future: Toward a New National
Science Policy’” should serve as a
framework for future deliberations on
congressional science policy and fund-
ing.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. REs. 578

Whereas the United States must maintain
and improve its preeminent position in
science and technology in order to advance
human understanding of the universe and all
it contains, and to improve the lives, health,
and freedom of all peoples; and

Whereas the Committee on Science of the
House of Representatives is hereby submit-
ting a print to Congress entitled ‘““Unlocking
Our Future: Toward a New National Science
Policy’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that the print from the
Committee on Science entitled “Unlocking
Our Future: Toward a New National Science
Policy’ should serve as a framework for fu-
ture deliberations on congressional science
policy and funding.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER) and
the gentleman from California (Mr.
BROWN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. Speaker, | ask unanimous con-
sent that all members may have 5 leg-
islative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks on the resolution
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, | yield myself such time as | may
consume.
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