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pollution has made in their lives. As a strong
supporter of the Clean Air Act, I fully under-
stand the need for clean air standards. By en-
couraging innovation, cooperation, and the de-
velopment of new technologies for pollution re-
duction, these standards build upon the spirit
of ingenuity that is the foundation of America’s
leadership in the world.

As chairman of the International Relations
Committee, I understand the importance of
using our leadership in the United States to
assist other nations in developing and main-
taining successful environmental programs.

I personally have led efforts to protect
whales from commercial hunting and to pro-
tect African elephants from the deadly effect of
the international ivory trade. I have also been
in the forefront in bringing greater awareness
to the linkages between refugees, world hun-
ger and national security to environmental
degradation. Moreover, if we do not assist in
the survival of indigenous and tribal people,
their wealth of traditional knowledge and their
important habitats will no longer be available
for the rest of mankind.

Earth Day is a successful vehicle and incen-
tive for ongoing environmental education, ac-
tion and change. Earth Day activities address
worldwide environmental concerns and offer
opportunities for individuals and communities
to focus on their local environmental problems.

During the 106th Congress, I worked with
the New York State’s Governor Pataki and the
citizens of New York’s 20th Congressional
District to save thousands of acres of precious
lands, such as Sterling Forest, the Gaisman
Estate, and Clausland Mountain. I have re-
quested funding for the Hudson Valley Na-
tional Heritage Area, which would help pre-
serve the history, culture and traditions of this
beautiful region. I am also proud to note that
our 20th Congressional District of New York is
home to the Lamont-Doherty Earth Observ-
atory, one of the country’s leading climate
study institutions, which I have been pleased
to support.

Earth Day is a powerful catalyst for people
to make a difference toward a clean, healthy,
prosperous future. We cannot continue with
the attitude that someone else will clean up
after us. We need to take care of our world
today. I cannot think of a better way and a
better day to commit to our environmental
concerns than Earth Day. I salute all who ob-
serve Earth Day in all ways large and small.
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has come to
my attention that Command Sergeant Major
George E. Cutbirth is retiring after 30 years of
exemplary service in the United States Army.
He has served his country with dignity, honor,
and integrity.

Command Sergeant Major Cutbirth is a na-
tive of Southwest Missouri. He graduated from
Hurley High School in 1969 and entered the
Army in April 1970. He attended Basic Train-
ing and Advanced Individual Training at Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri. He has held posi-
tions of increasing responsibility during his ca-

reer, to include: Squad Leader; Repair Control
Supervisor; Platoon Sergeant; Drill Sergeant;
Senior Drill Sergeant; TAC Sergeant; Instruc-
tor; First Sergeant; and Battalion Command
Sergeant Major. He has also served as the
Commandant, Ordnance Noncommissioned
Officer Academy, Command Sergeant Major
Ordnance Center and School, Ordnance
Corps Regiment Sergeant Major and Com-
mand Sergeant Major Combined Arms Sup-
port Command. Currently, Command Sergeant
Major Cutbirth is serving as the Command
Sergeant Major for the United States Army
Materiel Command. He is the first ordnance
soldier to hold that position.

Command Sergeant Major Cutbirth has
served in a variety of overseas and stateside
assignments. They include tours in Okinawa,
Vietnam, Italy, Korea and the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany. He also served in Saudi Ara-
bia, Iraq and Kuwait during Operations Desert
Shield and Desert Storm. Within the United
States, he has been assigned to: Fort Camp-
bell, Kentucky; Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri,
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland; and Fort
Lee, Virginia.

Command Sergeant Major Cutbirth is a
graduate of the United States Army Sergeants
Major Academy, the 3rd Army Noncommis-
sioned Officer Academy, the Drill Sergeant
Academy, and numerous technical and func-
tional courses. He also earned an Associate of
Arts degree from Columbia College, Missouri,
and a Bachelor of Science degree from the
University of Maryland.

Command Sergeant Major Cutbirth’s awards
and decorations include: the Legion of Merit
with two oak leaf clusters, the Bronze Star; the
Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf
clusters; the Army Commendation Medal; and
Army Achievement Medal; the Good Conduct
Medal (tenth award); the National Defense
Service Medal with Bronze Service Star; the
Vietnam Service Medal; the Southwest Asia
Service Medal; the Humanitarian Service
Medal; the Overseas Service Ribbon with nu-
meral three; the Army Service Ribbon, the
Noncommissioned Officer Professional Devel-
opment Ribbon with numeral four; the Vietnam
Campaign Medal; the Kuwait Liberation Medal;
the Master Parachutist Badge; the Drill Ser-
geant Badge; the Mechanic Badge; and the
Belgian Parachutist Badge.

Mr. Speaker, Command Sergeant Major
Cutbirth deserves the thanks and praise of the
nation that he had faithfully served for so long.
I know the Members of the House will join me
in wishing him, his wife of 30 years, Catherine,
and his three children, Laurie, Paul and Mat-
thew, all the best in the years ahead.
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Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall vote
No. 114, I was unavoidably detained on official
business. Had I been present, I would have
voted ‘‘aye.’’
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, today, I celebrate
the 110th anniversary of the establishment of
the Beth Eden Baptist Church in Oakland,
California. This milestone will be commemo-
rated from April 9 through May 21, 2000.

The theme of this celebration is taken from
Ephesians 6:10–18 which reads: ‘‘By example-
maintaining our armor of God and hold fast to
the principles of righteousness, perseverance,
faithfulness, salvation and spirit, which are in
the word of God.’’

Beth Eden is the oldest Black Baptist
Church in Alameda County. Founded on April
20, 1890, its first pastor was Rev. George
Gray. Since 1890, the church has flourished
following its theme ‘‘A Legacy of Faith.’’

Since its founding with Rev. Gray, Beth
Eden has had eleven additional pastors, in-
cluding Rev. Robert Alexander McQuinn, Rev.
James Allen (who later founded Oakland’s
Allen Temple Baptist Church), Rev. John
Dwelle, Rev. John Coylar (the Church’s only
Caucasian minister), Rev. John Allen, Rev.
James Dennis (who later founded the North
Oakland Baptist Church), Rev. Francis Walker,
Rev. Samuel Hawkins, Rev. Paul Hubbard,
Rev. Alvin Dones and Rev. Dr. Gillette James,
the current pastor.

For more than a century, Beth Eden has
been a West Oakland landmark of faith, activ-
ity and commitment to building a stronger
community. These activities include building
senior housing, holding interfaith Thanksgiving
services with local churches, establishing a
Missionary Society, creating SHARE, a dis-
count food program, and helping to create the
Black Adoption Placement and Research Cen-
ter.

Beth Eden Baptist Church is truly a source
of civic pride and a valuable resource for the
community. I proudly join the church’s mem-
bers, friends and neighbors in saluting and
honoring the history and spirit of this great
church.
f
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Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, today I recognize
William C. Coleman in receiving the J. Robert
Ladd Community Service Award and the Serv-
ice to Mankind Award from the Lebanon Val-
ley, Sertoma Club.

Bill has made an incredible difference in the
community of Lebanon, Pennsylvania. He has
been a regular volunteer at the Lebanon Res-
cue Mission since 1947. He has served on the
board of directors, taught Sunday School and
has presided as the executive director of the
Rescue Mission. Bill has dedicated his life to
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helping those less fortunate. His generosity,
kindness and love has earned him the respect
of his community, family and friends.

Bill’s relationship with the Lebanon Rescue
Mission began when, at the tender age of 19,
he felt something was missing in his life. Dur-
ing this time period he was diagnosed with a
life-threatening illness. Looking for guidance,
he felt compelled to visit the Mission. Bill went
there with his mother and they met with Rev-
erend Miller. Reverend Miller talked with Bill
and read from the Bible. That night, Bill’s life
changed. He gave up drinking, gambling,
smoking and, as Bill puts it, his vocabulary
lost a lot of unnecessary words. Later, when
the doctor who had previously diagnosed Bill
with the life-threatening illness examined him
again, he found Bill to be a perfect picture of
health.

Bill started his career at a young age as a
stock clerk at Pomeroy’s, and moved onto
Hershey’s Chocolate and the Lebanon Paper
Box Company. Bill continued to work hard and
eventually landed a job at Winston Prints. He
worked his way up through the ranks, eventu-
ally becoming supervisor, and later the num-
ber three man in the company. While Bill
worked at Winston Prints his relationship with
the Lebanon Rescue Mission also flourished.
He was a dedicated and valued volunteer,
spending many hours helping those in dire
need. He became a Sunday School teacher,
superintendent and secretary to the board of
directors. In 1984, after 14 years with Winston
Prints, Bill resigned to become the full-time ex-
ecutive director of the Lebanon Rescue Mis-
sion.

Bill has been instrumental in many changes
that have taken place at the mission since
1984. The first significant change occurred in
1985 when plans were announced to build
The Agape Family Shelter for homeless
women and children. It was a huge under-
taking that included raising nearly $400,000 to
be used in refurbishing the 115-year-old
Dehuff Mansion, making it livable for up to
eighteen women and children. The shelter
continues to provide a friendly, socialable and
safe place for those who find themselves not
only homeless, but with a feeling of hopeless-
ness. The Agape Family Shelter provides
women with love, attention, and care they
drastically require. The shelter also promotes
a special program which teaches battered
women how to set goals and implement them
into their daily lives.

Bill has also helped implement a program to
help men who battle with problems with drugs
and alcohol. In addition, Bill hosted a popular
hour-long radio broadcast every Sunday morn-
ing for those who were seeking spiritual up-lift-
ing. He served as the Chaplain for the Leb-
anon County Fire Police and has been an out-
spoken advocate for the people of Lebanon
County.

Mr. Speaker, again I want to congratulate
Bill Coleman in receiving the J. Robert Ladd
Community Service Award and the Service to
Mankind Award. Through his consistent and
unselfish efforts, the community of Lebanon is
a richer place for all those who reside there.
Thank you Bill for your service to the men,
women and children of Lebanon.
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Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, today I rise to commend and celebrate the
life and 100th birthday of one of Western
North Carolina’s most beloved citizens. I had
the great opportunity to attend the birthday
celebration of Myrtle Lillian Waldrup Sprinkle
in Marion, McDowell County. While there I wit-
nessed a gentle, gracious lady full of life, vigor
and still displays an amazingly agile mind.

Mrs. Sprinkle was born on April 4, 1900 in
Madison County North Carolina. She moved to
McDowell County in 1945 with her husband as
he was named to be the pastor of Mt. Zion
Baptist Church. For all of Mrs. Sprinkle’s life
two things have mattered most. She has an
undying devotion to her church and her family.
She has been a member of Zion Hill Baptist
Church for over 55 years and taught Sunday
school for many years. Her granddaughter,
Wanda Childers, described Mrs. Sprinkle’s
faith as ‘‘unwavering.’’

Mrs. Sprinkle has been a pillar of strength in
her family. She is, in essence, a quiet woman,
full of humility. She has always been there for
her community and her family. Through her
life she has learned that simple things matter,
like making a quilt for every one of her 45
grandchildren. She loves nothing more than
cooking, canning vegetables, and crocheting.
Her family includes five pastors who have all
acquired her undying faith. Mrs. Sprinkle has
many relatives who can share her love, affec-
tion, and warmth. Her 14 children are Lula
Randall (deceased), Ida Lee Sprinkle (de-
ceased), Julian Sprinkle (deceased), John
Sprinkle (deceased), E.F. Sprinkle, Jr. (de-
ceased), Charles Sprinkle, Paul Sprinkle, Alvin
Sprinkle, Novella Cable, Jaunita Worley, Harry
Sprinkle, Harold Sprinkle, Jack Sprinkle, and
Eva Pollack. She also has 45 grandchildren,
112 great grandchildren, and 54 great-great
grandchildren.

I ask that my colleagues join me in con-
gratulating this amazing centenarian on the
occasion of her 100th birthday.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I have in-
troduced H.R. 4266, the ‘‘Prohibition on United
States Government Liability for Nuclear Acci-
dents in North Korea Act of 2000.’’ I am
pleased to be joined in offering this bipartisan
legislation by a distinguished group of original
cosponsors including, among others, the
Ranking Democratic Member of the Sub-
committee on Telecommunications, Trade,
and Consumer Protection of the Committee on
Commerce, Mr. MARKEY, the Chairman of our
Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific of the

Committee on International Relations, Mr. BE-
REUTER, the Chairman of the Committee on
Armed Services, Mr. SPENCE, and the Chair-
man of the House Republican Policy Com-
mittee, Mr. COX.

This bill prohibits the United States Govern-
ment from, in effect, issuing insurance—
backed up by the full faith and credit of the
American taxpayer—for whatever liability
claims might be made if the nuclear reactors
that the Administration is trying to give to
North Korea are involved in a catastrophic nu-
clear accident. The fact that the Administration
is considering issuing such insurance was re-
ported for the first time in yesterday’s Los An-
geles Times in an article by Jim Mann. I sub-
mit the Los Angeles Times article for the
RECORD.

As explained in the article, the American
taxpayer may ultimately be forced to pay tens
of billions of dollars in damages if the North
Koreans inadvertently create an Asian
Chernoble with the advanced nuclear reactors
that the Administration is seeking to give
them. This is not an idle fear. The North Kore-
ans have no experience whatsoever operating
advanced light water nuclear reactors of the
type the Administration plans to give them.
The existing North Korean nuclear program in-
volves graphite-moderated reactors operating
on 1950s technology, with dials, levers, and
vacuum tubes. The state of the art nuclear re-
actors that the Administration wants to give
them are far more sophisticated than anything
their technicians have ever seen.

This might not be a big problem if their tech-
nicians could be properly trained to operate
modern light water reactors. But North Korea
already has indicated that North Korean tech-
nicians will not be allowed to leave the country
to receive such training on light water reactors
currently operating elsewhere. Apparently the
North Koreans are afraid their technicians will
defect. Others fear, however, the result could
be a Chernoble on the Korean Peninsula.

Among those who fear a possible nuclear
catastrophe are the contractors who the Ad-
ministration thought would be eager to partici-
pate in this $5 billion construction project in
North Korea. The contractors are afraid that if
there is such a catastrophe they might be
sued, and the potential liability could bring
down their companies. Ordinarily in such situ-
ations, companies buy insurance on the pri-
vate market to protect themselves. In this
case, however, the private insurers apparently
have not been willing to provide sufficient cov-
erage. This is in contrast to other countries
like China, where U.S. and other private ven-
dors have been willing to go forward on nu-
clear reactor projects because their concerns
about liability have addressed by means short
of an indemnity backed up by the United
States Government.

I was surprised and alarmed to learn that
the Administration is considering offering such
an indemnity to contractors participating in the
North Korean nuclear project. It has been five
and a half years since the Agreed Framework
between the United States and North Korea
was signed. Over that period of time, there
have been innumerable consultations between
Congress and the Administration about the
Agreed Framework. It is probably no exag-
geration to say that Administration officials
have testified before Congress dozens of
times on the subject. The Administration is in-
timately familiar with our concerns about the
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