
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E585April 13, 2000
light rail systems, Marty’s impact on the infra-
structure of Los Angeles has been particularly
profound. His friends and associates will gath-
er to honor Marty on April 26 for the crucial
role he played in the development of Los An-
geles County’s transportation system.

Marty Rubin’s vision, energy, and wisdom in
providing project planning, programming, de-
signing, managing, engineering, and con-
structing support are recognized by public
agencies nationwide. The numerous national
transportation infrastructure projects outside of
Los Angeles which have benefited from his
expertise include San Francisco BART; the
Honolulu Rapid Transit Program; the Aviation
Parkway in Tucson; the California State Route
91 and State Route 126 Widening projects;
the California 1–215 Corridor improvements;
the Richmond-Petersburg Turnpike, Virginia;
the Garden State Parkway, New Jersey; the
Grand Central Parkway; and the New York
Belt Parkway.

Marty’s peers in the transportation industry
and public transportation agencies around the
country recognize Marty Rubin as a man of
unparalleled integrity. For his efforts to pro-
mote minority opportunities in engineering
throughout southern California, Marty Rubin
has been recognized by the Society of His-
panic Professional Engineers for his leader-
ship. Among the honors he has received is the
1998 Milton Pikarsky Distinguished Leadership
Award in Transportation from the School of
Engineering from the City College in New
York.

Marty Rubin has made an immeasurable
contribution to the improvement of mobility for
the residents of Los Angeles County and the
generations of residents to follow. We are
proud to call him our friend, and ask our col-
leagues in the House to join us in com-
mending this accomplished engineer for his
services to the nation’s transportation infra-
structure and wishing him well in his retire-
ment.
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Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
today I speak about the issue of worker com-
pensation. Today, the administration, Sec-
retary Richardson, President Clinton, and Vice
President Gore announced a worker com-
pensation program for workers at the national
laboratories all across this country.

Workers have worked at these nuclear es-
tablishments and plants for many years, and
many of them have been injured as a result.
This has been a very sad chapter in the his-
tory of the United States. The Department now
acknowledges these occupational exposures
and has decided to turn over a new leaf. I rise
today to introduce legislation that deals with
this situation. In New Mexico, about 3 weeks
ago, I attended a hearing in my district where
workers came forward; they talked about how
patriotic they were. They talked about how
they were serving their country for many,
many years, and as a result of their work they
believed they came down with cancers, with
beryllium disease, with asbestosis, with a vari-

ety of other illnesses. These were very heart
wrenching stories.

Among the New Mexicans who shared their
testimony is Mr. Jonathan Garcia, who worked
at Los Alamos National Laboratory for over 16
years. Mr. Garcia has radiation-induced leu-
kemia. Mr. Garcia has been robbed of his
health, but not his dignity.

Gene Westerhold worked for over 44 years
cleaning up plutonium and hazardous chemi-
cals for Los Alamos National Laboratory. Mr.
Westerhold was told at one point that he was
prohibited from working in certain areas due to
his high radiation exposures. Yet, when he
sought information of his exposure history, he
was told his records were lost, Mr. Westerhold
is a survivor.

Ms. Darleen Ortiz, whose father died of can-
cer after having spent his life cleaning up toxic
materials at Los Alamos, is a survivor. Ms.
Hugette Sirgant, a widow of a Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory employee, has bravely taken
on the role and responsibility as an advocate
for both victims and survivors.

And lastly, Mr. To
´
mas Archuleta was ex-

posed to beryllium, plutonium, asbestos, sol-
vents, toxic metals and hazardous chemicals.
Mr. Garcia, Mr. Westerhold, Mr. Archuleta, Ms.
Oritz, and Ms. Sirgant are survivors. These
brave people have asked for my help in
crafting legislation that would help them.

Today, I introduced a piece of legislation
that will be comprehensive. It will deal with all
of the injuries that occurred and that were
talked about at the Los Alamos hearing. It is
comprehensive in the sense that it will cover
beryllium; it will cover radiation. It will cover
asbestos, and it will cover the chemicals that
these workers were exposed to.

Under this legislation, the workers will be
able to come forward to demonstrate their ex-
posure and their illness in a program similar to
the Workman’s Compensation program that is
in place for the Federal Government.

My legislation will also provide that during
the 120 day period while their claim is pend-
ing, Los Alamos National Laboratory workers
will be able to get health care for their ail-
ments related to their workplace exposures
free of charge at the nearest Veterans Hos-
pital.

And the burden is on the government, be-
cause many of these individuals came forward
and talked about how they had worked their
whole life, and they knew they were exposed,
but then, when they asked for their records,
there were no records. Their records were
lost. So under those circumstances, we clearly
have to put the burden on the Government.

Although my bill is specifically directed to
New Mexico, I know there are many other of
my colleagues around the country that have
this same situation in their districts. They are
Democrats and Republicans and all areas of
the United States are affected. So I think this
is a great issue for us to join together in a bi-
partisan way, and I urge my colleagues to
work together to craft a solution to this prob-
lem at the national level.

The reason I think it is so important is that
these workers were true patriots. They were
people that loved their country, cared about
their country, and worked for their country at
a critical time for us. We now need to do
something for them.
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Ms. Vela
´
zquez. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-

nize a man whose faith defined his character
and whose character is considered a model
for modern social justice.

Mr. Speaker, Helen Keller once said, ‘‘Char-
acter cannot be developed in ease and quiet.
Only through experience of trial and suffering
can the soul be strengthened, ambition in-
spired, and success achieved.’’

The Reverend Dr. Errol A. Harvey was born
in the great city of Grand Rapids, Michigan in
1943. As the second of four sons born to Fred
and Elizabeth Harvey, young Errol lived in
Grand Rapids until 1965 when he graduated
from Aquinas College with a degree in history
and political science.

However, Errol, whose character was
shaped at a very early age by the death of his
dear mother Elizabeth, decided to answer the
call of his faith and his God. Father Harvey
entered Seabury-Western Theological Semi-
nary and received a Bachelor’s of Divinity de-
gree in 1969. His work as a Catholic Priest
took him from the Trinity Cathedral Church in
Newark, New Jersey to Dorchester, Massa-
chusetts to the infamous Bronx in New York.

And in every area in which he has lived,
worked and taught, Father Harvey has left a
legacy of community leadership, social justice
and acted as a tireless champion of those who
are less fortunate.

For instance, while Vicar of St. Andrew’s
Church in the Bronx, Father Harvey was in-
strumental in building St. Andrew’s House, a
75 unit apartment complex for senior citizens
and the physically challenged. St. Andrew’s
House became a beacon in a community long
known as one of the poorest areas in New
York City and in America.

Throughout his life, Father Harvey, armed
with the courage of his convictions and the
strength of his character, became a pioneer in
the fight against homelessness, police bru-
tality, labor exploitation and worldwide human
rights abuses. He has fought against racial in-
justice and has been a vocal advocate for
people with disabilities and those suffering
from AIDS.

Today, Father Harvey continues to serve his
adopted home of New York City as a member
of the Board of Directors of Housing Works,
Inc, the largest provider of housing and serv-
ices for people with AIDS.

And while he has never sought out praise or
any kind of honor, Father Harvey has been
honored with such esteemed honors as the
Outstanding Service Award from the Council
of Churches of the City of New York and The
Reverend Patrick D. Walker Leadership Award
given by the Black Caucus of the Dioceses of
New York.

And today, we honor Father Harvey one
more time. Not with a glowing award or gold
statue, but with a simple ‘‘Thank You and God
Bless You Father.’’
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