June 29, 2000

Employee of the Nineties. | congratu-
late Ms. Clark on her well-deserved
award from the Forest Service.

In closing, | am pleased to recognize
and thank Ms. Loyal Clark today for
her sustained efforts to enlist and en-
courage citizens to take ownership in
their national forests and communities
through volunteering.e

TRIBUTE TO GARFIELD AND SUN-
NYSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

® Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, | rise
today to commend two Idaho schools,
Garfield Elementary School in Boise
and Sunnyside Elementary School in
Kellogg for their high standards and
excellent teaching records.

Last month, these two schools were
recognized by the U.S. Department of
Education and the National Associa-
tion of Title | Directors as Distin-
guished Title I Schools. These two ele-
mentary schools were among the nine-
ty schools nationwide to be recognized
for their efforts toward student
achievement in schools that teach stu-
dents from low-income households.
Garfield Elementary and Sunnyside EI-
ementary exemplify ldaho’s high edu-
cation standards and | am honored to
congratulate these two schools for re-
ceiving this national award.

This national honor is especially im-
pressive when one recognizes that more
than fifty thousand schools across the
country use Title | funds to boost the
achievement levels of students from
low-income households. The distinc-
tion of 2000 Distinguished Title |
School is awarded to schools whose
programs offer children from educa-
tionally disadvantaged communities
access to effective academic lessons.
Education is crucial to the well-being
of these future adults because it is
often their means of upward mobility.
Improved education opportunities al-
lows these children to become better
citizens and achieve their education
and career goals, including higher pay-
ing jobs, and a better quality of life.

Much of Sunnyside Elementary’s suc-
cess can be attributed to an active par-
ent volunteer program. For example,
while the school has only 300 students,
approximately 124 parents volunteer
their time at least once a year and
forty-nine parents volunteer at the
school on a regular basis. A web page,
maintained by Principal Steve
Shepperd and monthly school news-
letters inform parents of school activi-
ties and highlight ways parents can get
involved. The suggested tasks are often
as simple as helping children with
homework assignments.

Principal Shepperd says, ‘“‘Just be-
cause sixty percent of the students we
teach come from households that are
at or near the poverty level, it doesn’t
mean that they cannot learn. We con-
centrate on setting high standards and
we help the kids meet them by offering
encouragement and extra assistance
with their lessons.”” Principal Shepperd
credits the dedicated teachers of Sun-
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nyside Elementary for putting in extra
time and for bringing so much of their
energy into the classroom.

Garfield Elementary is noted for its
tremendous community involvement.
Student volunteers from Boise State
University, most of them studying to
be teachers, regularly tutor students
after school. Garfield hosts an annual
Career Day in which professionals from
the community describe their careers
and how they pursued them. The school
also has a fifteen-member mentor pro-
gram. Although none of the tutors
have children of their own who attend
Garfield, they come to the school fre-
quently during lunchtime to read with
children. This extensive community in-
volvement is one of the reasons why
the lowa Test of Basic Skills for stu-
dents at Garfield Elementary have
risen as much as thirty points on a 100-
point scale for some grades.

In addition to volunteering, parents
at Garfield Elementary are encouraged
by Principal Elaine Eichelberg to join
one of the school’s many committees.
At the beginning of the year, each
household receives a questionnaire
that lists specific ways to help and
asks parents to indicate their interest
and availability. Principal Eichelberg
says, ‘“One of the best things parents
can do to improve their child’s edu-
cation is to keep close tabs on their
child’s progress themselves and work
with teachers when problems at school
arise.”

The national recognition that Sunny-
side Elementary and Garfield Elemen-
tary have received reaffirms my belief
that Idaho has some of the best teach-
ers and administrators in the nation.
Backed by strong involvement from
parents and encouragement from the
community, these elementary schools
have demonstrated success in teacher
training, utilized community re-
sources, and established partnerships
with parents.

There has been much debate about
the success of the Title | program in
the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act. Schools like Garfield and
Sunnyside show us that the programs
implemented with the use of Title I
funds do work. When we invest in qual-
ity education programs that focus on
basic skills, such as reading and math-
ematics, our low-performing students
will improve. The methods employed in
Idaho serve as a reminder that commu-
nity and parental support often make
the biggest difference in elementary
education.

I am very proud of the accomplish-
ments of these two schools. Their
steady focus on hard work has put
their students on a path of continued
academic success.e®

IN MEMORY OF MRS. JACQUELYN
STEWART

® Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, | rise

today in honor and in memory of a

dear friend of mine, Mrs. Jacquelyn

Stewart, who passed away on June 19

S6115

at the age of 59. Mrs. Stewart was not
only a friend, but a truly special
woman. She believed deeply in the
ideals of the Republican Party, and
worked extremely hard to fight for
these ideals.

Mrs. Stewart was born in Detroit,
Michigan. After attending Henry Ford
Community College in Dearborn,
Michigan, she attended the Oakland
County Police Academy. She spent 15
years as an investigator with the Oak-
land County Prosecutor’s Office.

On May 8, 1989, Mrs. Stewart was ap-
pointed to the Michigan Liquor Control
Commission as an Administrative
Commissioner. In 1997, Governor John
Engler elevated her to position of
Chairwoman of the Commission. For
her work in that position, Mrs. Stewart
is credited with restoring credibility to
an agency that had fallen under con-
troversy.

Mrs. Stewart also served the Oakland
County Republican Party in many
ways, most prominently as one of the
top aides to former prosecutor and cur-
rent County Executive, L. Brooks Pat-
terson. In the mid-1980’s, she led a peti-
tion drive that fell just short of placing
a proposed restoration of the death
penalty on the Michigan ballot.

Mrs. Stewart is survived by her hus-
band, Mr. James Stewart, former long-
time Huntington Woods Police Chief,
as well as her sons, Chris and Timothy
Boelter; daughter Elizabeth Rose; step-
son James Stewart, and two brothers.

Mr. President, | consider it a privi-
lege to have been able to know and
work with Jackie Stewart. She was a
woman of complete integrity, who
fought for what she believed regardless
of the odds against her. Her energy and
boundless efforts were an inspiration to
men and women throughout the State
of Michigan, and I am sure she will be
dearly missed by everyone who knew
her.e

THE CHALLENGER LEARNING
CENTER OF ALASKA

® Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, |
rise to offer my congratulations to the
Challenger Learning Center of Alaska,
its Board of Directors, and staffers, on
their Official Launch Ceremony on
July 7, 2000.

The Challenger Learning Center of
Alaska will be part of the national net-
work of 50 Learning Centers operating
in the United States, Canada, and Eng-
land established in memory of the 1986
Challenger Space Shuttle crew. Lo-
cated in Kenai, Alaska, the Challenger
Learning Center of Alaska simulates
space missions to give students the op-
portunity to explore the endless possi-
bilities available in science and tech-
nology fields.

Mr. President, currently 40 percent of
America’s 4th graders read below the
basic level on national reading tests.
On international tests, the nation’s
twelfth graders rank last in Advanced
Physics compared with students in 18
other countries. And one-third of all
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