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over 30 species of shorebirds, eight spe-
cies of flycatcher, six species of thrush,
and 35 species of warblers. Rhode Is-
land’s location makes it a key stopover
spot for many neotropical migrants to
refuel and rehydrate.

In addition to an excellent location,
Rhode Island has important habitat for
migratory birds. Its combination of
fruit-bearing shrubs and forest provide
ample cover and food for these birds to
take a break during their migration.
The many wetlands found in the state
also provide excellent areas to re-
hydrate, one of the most important
needs on a bird’s trip north or south.

Even with high quality habitat still
available in parts of the United States,
tragically, many of these species are in
real danger. The greatest human threat
to neotropical migratory birds is the
loss of habitat, particularly in the Car-
ibbean and Latin America. Many
neotropical migratory birds stop to
rest and feed at several relatively
small patches of habitat along their
long migrations between continents.
Destruction of these stopover areas can
have a devastating impact on a species.
In addition, overharvesting of timber,
loss of wetlands and heavy use of pes-
ticides exact a heavy toll on the habi-
tats on which neotropical migrants de-
pend. As noted in the Committee Re-
port, 90 species of migratory birds are
listed as threatened or endangered
under the Endangered Species Act, and
approximately 210 species in the United
States are in serious decline.

The challenge of protecting migra-
tory birds is complicated by the reality
that many of the most effective con-
servation measures must be imple-
mented overseas. Migratory birds cross
oceans, time =zones, and national
boundaries. Preservation of these spe-
cies must involve close partnerships
and cooperation with our Caribbean
and South American neighbors.

Senator ABRAHAM’s bill will help ad-
dress the multitude of threats facing
migratory birds by encouraging part-
nerships between private and public en-
tities and across international bound-
aries to help protect and restore habi-
tat of neotropical migrants. Impor-
tantly, there are ongoing efforts aimed
at stopping the decline in migratory
bird species; however, these efforts
could be enhanced through better co-
ordination and increased funding. S.
148 furthers both goals. Under the bill,
the Secretary of the Interior is di-
rected to facilitate the exchange of in-
formation among the various groups,
and to coordinate existing conserva-
tion efforts. The bill also authorizes $25
million over five years in grants for
projects to conserve neotropical migra-
tory bird populations. Three-quarters
of this funding must be used for
projects in other countries to ensure
that scarce resources will be focused
where they are needed most.

In closing, I would like to relate a
story that my father used to tell about
a family friend traveling in China. This
fellow noticed that his surroundings
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there were strangely silent. Upon re-
flection, he attributed the ominous
quiet to the total lack of birds in the
environment. Apparently, in parts of
China the destruction of habitat and
the commercial bird market have re-
sulted in the virtual elimination of
songbirds. What a terrible loss. We
must work together to prevent such
tragedy from occurring in the Western
Hemisphere. And, Senator ABRAHAM’S
bill is a good step in the right direc-
tion. I applaud my colleagues for sup-
porting this measure to help prevent
the further decline in our neotropical
migratory birds. And, I hope the Presi-
dent will act swiftly to enact the
Neotropical Migratory Bird Conserva-
tion Act.

———
THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Thursday,
June 29, 2000, the Federal debt stood at
$5,645,427,846,938.37 (Five trillion, six
hundred forty-five billion, four hundred
twenty-seven million, eight hundred
forty-six thousand, nine hundred thir-
ty-eight dollars and thirty-seven
cents).

One year ago, June 29, 1999, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,640,577,000,000
(Five trillion, six hundred forty billion,
five hundred seventy-seven million).

Fifteen years ago, June 29, 1985, the
Federal debt stood at $1,798,529,000,000
(One trillion, seven hundred ninety-
eight billion, five hundred twenty-nine

million).
Twenty-five years ago, June 29, 1975,
the Federal debt stood at

$536,081,000,000 (Five hundred thirty-six
billion, eighty-one million) which re-
flects a debt increase of more than $5
trillion—$5,109,346,846,938.37 (Five tril-
lion, one hundred nine billion, three
hundred forty-six million, eight hun-
dred forty-six thousand, nine hundred
thirty-eight dollars and thirty-seven
cents) during the past 25 years.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRINIDAD STATE JUNIOR
COLLEGE

e Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, Trini-
dad State Junior College, the oldest
two-year college in Colorado, is cele-
brating 75 years of excellence. Estab-
lished in 1925 by the Colorado Legisla-
ture, the College can look back with
pride over its 75 years of service to its
community, the State of Colorado, and
the Nation.

Throughout its history, Trinidad
State Junior College has attracted stu-
dents from across Colorado, from many
areas of the United States, and from
numerous foreign countries. The result
has been the creation of an environ-
ment that is significantly more cos-
mopolitan than is found in other rural
two-year colleges.

Trinidad State Junior College will
carry forth its strong tradition of scho-
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lastic excellence into the new century
and will continue to provide its stu-
dents with the knowledge, skills, and
experiences necessary to meet their
educational and personal goals.

Congratulations to Trinidad State
Junior College on its seventy-fifth an-
niversary.e

———

OCCASION OF THE 2000
PARALYMPIC TRIALS

e Mr. DODD. Mr. President, this past
week, culminating on Saturday, June
24th, the 2000 Paralympic Trials for
track and field were held on the cam-
pus of Connecticut College in New Lon-
don, Connecticut.

Almost 150 athletes competed in a
dozen events including the 100 meter
race, 10,000 meter race, shot put, long
jump and high jump. Seventy-one ath-
letes earned the right to represent the
United States at the 2000 Sydney
Paralympic Games, which will be held
October 18th-29th.

The Paralympic movement is rel-
atively young, but in recent years it
has grown rapidly. In 1948, Sir Ludwig
Guttmann staged the first Inter-
national Wheelchair Games to coincide
with the 1948 London Olympic Games.
These first Games focused on World
War II veterans with spinal cord-re-
lated injuries. Later, other disability
groups established international sports
organizations which arranged various
competitions. As time went by, multi-
disability = competitions developed.
These events were brought together for
the first time under the banner of the
Paralympic Games in 1960 in Rome.

Since then, the games have grown in
success and popularity. Always held in
tandem with the Olympic Games, the
Paralympic athletes move into the
Olympic village shortly after the
Olympic athletes move out and many
times compete at the same venues as
their Olympic counterparts.

From Seoul to Barcelona and most
recently in Atlanta, the Paralympic
Games have blossomed into a major
international sporting event. This
year’s Games in Sydney will continue
the momentum generated over the last
decade. In fact, more athletes will com-
pete at the Sydney 2000 Summer
Paralympics (4,000 athletes from 125
nations) than in the 1972 Munich Olym-
pics.

To those who competed last week in
Connecticut, I think I speak for all of
our colleagues in applauding their ef-
forts. Like all athletes, they remind us
of the timely and timeless virtues that
sports teach us—virtues like self-reli-
ance, discipline, cooperation, and mod-
esty in victory as well as defeat. In
striving to do their best, they inspire
others to do their best, as well—be
they disabled or not.

To those who will represent the
United States in Sydney, we wish them
luck. And we are confident that they
will do our nation proud.

I ask that the names of these ath-
letes be printed in the RECORD.
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