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solution to this to make sure we pass a
meaningful bill.

I want to address a couple of other
things our bill needs to do if we are
going to give Americans the confidence
they deserve in their pipelines. Besides
the inspection, we have got to pass a
bill that has meaningful training re-
quirements for the people who operate
these pipelines. They have to get a li-
cense to drive a truck with gasoline in
this country. They have to get a li-
cense to fly an airplane. But they do
not have to have any license or essen-
tially any training requirements to op-
erate a pipeline. It is time to require a
meaningful training requirement for
all operators.

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to help this leadership bring
these bills up for a vote.
f

TRIBUTE TO DR. JOHN B. DUFF,
PRESIDENT OF COLUMBIA COL-
LEGE CHICAGO

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
WILSON). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. DAVIS) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to pay tribute to Dr.
John B. Duff, who is retiring as Presi-
dent of Columbia College Chicago after
8 successful years and an illustrious ca-
reer in both academia and the public
sector.

Prior to Columbia, Dr. Duff served as
commissioner of the Chicago Public Li-
brary system, where he supervised con-
struction of the Harold Washington Li-
brary, the world’s largest public li-
brary. His academic positions include
serving as the first chancellor of the
Board of Regents from Massachusetts’
newly reorganized system of public
higher education; president of the Uni-
versity of Lowell, Massachusetts; and
lay provost, executive vice president
and processor of history at Seton Hall
University.

Founded in 1890, Columbia College
Chicago is an undergraduate and grad-
uate college in downtown Chicago,
dedicated to communication arts as
well as media arts, applied and fine
arts, theatrical and performing arts,
and management and marketing arts.
It is the fifth largest private institu-
tion of higher education in Illinois and
the largest and most comprehensive
arts media and communications col-
lege in the country.

More than one-third of Columbia’s
9,000 students are minorities, the larg-
est minority enrollment of any arts
and communication institution in the
country.

Columbia today is 50 percent larger
than it was 9 years ago. In terms of
physical space, under Dr. Duff’s leader-
ship, Columbia acquired 650,000 square
feet. During this time, the first resi-
dence hall and new film stage facilities
were opened, a new home for the music
department was purchased, a new
dance center was built, the 33 East
Congress Building was purchased to

house the English Department and the
Radio Department, and Chicago’s his-
toric Ludington Building was acquired
providing gallery space, student space,
the Film/Video Department, and the
Center for Book and Paper Arts.

The college has played a major role
in the revitalization of the South Loop
and, working with its neighbors, arts
organizations, entrepreneurs and the
city is spearheading the development
of a Wabash Avenue Arts Corridor.

The growth of Columbia’s faculty
was also a priority for Dr. Duff during
his tenure. The college added more
than 100 full-time faculty positions to
enhance curriculum development and
management, to give more continuity
to the educational programs, and to in-
crease student contact with faculty.

Dr. Duff also reinforced the college’s
commitment to its students by
strengthening developmental edu-
cation programs, to help students stay
in school and graduate. Open-admis-
sions arts colleges are rare, but one as
academically strong as Columbia is
truly unique.

Today, thanks to Dr. Duff’s leader-
ship, Columbia remains secure in its
mission and traditional commitments
to opportunity, diversity, and profes-
sional education in the arts and com-
munications.

Madam Speaker, I invite all Members
of the House to join with me in recog-
nizing Dr. John Duff’s many contribu-
tions to higher education to the City of
Chicago and to the State of Illinois and
in wishing him and his wife, journalist
Estelle Shanley, our very best as they
join one-fifth of the rest of the popu-
lation in this country and move out to
California to spend the rest of their
days.
f

HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES
AND UNIVERSITIES WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the subject of my special
order this evening.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.
Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I am

honored today to join a number of my
colleagues in celebrating National His-
torically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities Week.

The contributions made by HBCUs to
the African American community, to
our country, and to our culture cannot
be overstated.

As President Clinton noted in pro-
claiming the week of September 17 as
HBCU Week, ‘‘Generations of African

American educators, physicians, law-
yers, scientists, and other professionals
found at HBCUs the knowledge, experi-
ence and encouragement they needed
to reach their full potential.’’

The alumni rolls of HBCUs are very
long. They include two very distin-
guished, extraordinary Americans,
Martin Luther King, Jr., and Booker T.
Washington. In addition, they include a
number of my colleagues who will be
joining me today.

Today, Madam Speaker, Historically
Black Colleges and Universities com-
prise about three percent of all colleges
and universities. However, they confer
nearly 30 percent of all bachelor’s de-
grees awarded each year to African
Americans.

HBCUs, Historically Black Colleges,
also confer the majority of bachelor’s
degrees and advance degrees awarded
to black students in the physical
sciences, mathematics, computer
sciences, engineering, and education.
More than half of all African American
professionals, including 70 percent of
African American dentists and physi-
cians, graduated from Historically
Black institutions.

The real story, Madam Speaker, that
underlies these figures is the story of
hope and opportunity. We cannot, we
should not, we must not run from our
history no matter how painful, no mat-
ter how disgraceful.

Before the Supreme Court’s land-
mark decision in Brown v. Board of
Education in 1954, African Americans
were routinely and wrongly excluded
from institutions of higher learning. It
did not matter how smart they were. It
did not matter how much talent or po-
tential they had. The only thing, trag-
ically, that mattered was the color of
their skin.

But out of that rank injustice, that
indefensible racism, was born a for-
titude and a determination to rise
above, to overcome, to overcome
through education. Thus, the first
black college, which is now known as
Cheyney University in Cheyney, Penn-
sylvania, was founded in 1837.

To appreciate the magnitude of this,
remember that Cheyney was created a
full 28 years before the ratification of
the 13th amendment established to
train free blacks to become school
teachers.

Today Cheyney is one of the 105
HBCUs that continue to serve with
great pride as an avenue for African
Americans to attend college and indeed
for other Americans to attend college,
as well.

Four of those Historically Black Col-
leges are located in the State of Mary-
land, including Bowie State University
in my own district, which was founded
in 1865. Bowie State University is the
oldest Historically Black University in
Maryland. The others, Madam Speaker,
are Morgan State, Coppin State, both
in Baltimore, and the University of
Maryland Eastern Shore.

Shortly, I will be joined by my col-
league, the gentleman from Maryland
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(Mr. CUMMINGS), a graduate of Morgan
State, who will join me in this special
order.

I want to make specific note of the
four presidents of those distinguished
institutions: Dr. Calvin Burnett, presi-
dent of Coppin State College; Dr. Earl
Richardson, with whom I had the privi-
lege of being today, president of Mor-
gan State University; and Dr. Dolores
Spikes, president of the University of
Maryland Eastern Shore.

Our newest president is the president
of Bowie State University, which I just
mentioned, Dr. Calvin Lowe.

Madam Speaker, let me say, as a cur-
rent member of the Board of Regents of
the University of Maryland systems, as
someone acutely interested in edu-
cation and the needs of our youth, I see
the manifest vision and the determina-
tion of HBCUs practically every day. I
see it in the faces of the young people
in my district who know that they will
have the opportunity to develop their
skills and talent, whether they choose
Bowie State University, the University
of Maryland College Park, or any other
school. I see it in the faces of young
professionals who have attended an
HBCU and who are now working hard
to build their careers and contribute to
our society. And I see it in the faces of
those here tonight who appreciate the
unique role and history of Historically
Black Colleges and Universities and
who understand the importance of
their continued vibrancy.

b 1945

In the past 20 years, at least 10 His-
torically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities have closed. Others, Madam
Speaker, face financial hardship. We
have in my opinion in this House a
duty to help them, and not just with
dollars, though dollars are very impor-
tant. The bottom line, adequate fund-
ing, will continue to be important. But
we must also recognize, Madam Speak-
er, that our strength as a Nation lies
not just in the quality of the Univer-
sity of Maryland at College Park or
any of the other great universities but
in the excellence of another great uni-
versity, Bowie State, Morgan, Coppin,
the University of Maryland Eastern
Shore, and the institutions from which
so many of our distinguished col-
leagues have graduated. We must real-
ize that while we celebrate the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,
we also must take joy in the accom-
plishments and excellence of North
Carolina A&T.

Historically Black Colleges have
strengthened our country and enriched
our culture beyond measure. They have
nurtured and fostered the talents of
millions. And while they can take
great pride in their glorious past, it is
incumbent on all of us to ensure that
they enjoy an even brighter future.

Madam Speaker, I had the oppor-
tunity of meeting with Dr. Richardson,
as I said, and many other presidents of
Historically Black Colleges. They
brought up some critical issues with

which this Congress must deal. I am
sure that my colleagues will join me in
doing so to ensure the continued vi-
brancy and success of these extraor-
dinary institutions.

Madam Speaker, I am now privileged
to yield to my good friend, distin-
guished colleague and graduate of How-
ard University. I said Morgan, but
Howard, University. He is on the board
of regents at Morgan State University,
the distinguished gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS).

Mr. CUMMINGS. I want to thank the
gentleman for yielding, and I want to
thank him for this special order to-
night with regard to our Nation’s His-
torically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities. I also want to thank him as the
former president of the State Senate in
Maryland and now as a Member of this
great body for all of the support he has
given to our colleges in the State of
Maryland and then of course to those
throughout the United States as a
Member of this body.

Many might ask, what is an HBCU?
To clarify, the Higher Education Act of
1965 defines an HBCU as any histori-
cally black college or university that
was established prior to 1964 whose
principal mission was and is the edu-
cation of black Americans. Earlier
today, presidents, chancellors and rep-
resentatives from HBCUs met with
congressional leaders to identify oppor-
tunities to advance HBCUs. Through-
out their history, HBCUs have served
as emblems of excellence in higher edu-
cation for African Americans.

Often acclaimed ‘‘the salvation of
black folks,’’ HBCUs have engraved in
American history the opportunity for
freedom through education. There are
117 HBCUs, a mix of 4-year colleges and
universities, community and junior
colleges, public and private institu-
tions, and technical schools. The bene-
fits of an educational experience at an
HBCU are significant and cannot be du-
plicated. Students develop intellectu-
ally and build life skills and personal
confidence about their identity, herit-
age and mission to society.

Tonight, Madam Speaker, I would
like to simply provide facts and figures
that will give my colleagues an idea of
how many lives have been impacted by
HBCUs. Did you know that HBCUs
have produced a large number of con-
gressional representatives, State legis-
lators, mayors, Federal and State
judges, professors, teachers, doctors,
lawyers, business leaders, activists,
writers, musicians, actors, athletes and
military leaders? Did you know that
for more than 150 years HBCUs have
enrolled less than 20 percent of African
American undergraduates but, signifi-
cantly, award one-third of all bach-
elor’s degrees and a large number of
the graduate and professional degrees?

During the second session of the 101st
Congress at a hearing before the House
Committee on Education and Labor en-
titled ‘‘Issues and Matters Pertaining
to Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities,’’ former Congressman and

current president and CEO of the
United Negro College Fund, William
Gray of Pennsylvania, said, ‘‘HBCUs
have performed a remarkable task,
educating almost 40 percent of this
country’s black college graduates at ei-
ther the graduate or undergraduate
level, some 75 percent of all black
Ph.D.s, 46 percent of all black business
executives, 50 percent of all black engi-
neers, 80 percent of all black Federal
judges, and 85 percent of all black doc-
tors.’’

At that same hearing, U.S. Surgeon
General David Satcher, who was then
serving as president of Meharry Med-
ical College, stated that ‘‘historically
black health professional schools have
trained an estimated 40 percent of this
Nation’s black dentists, 40 percent of
black physicians, 50 percent of black
pharmacists, 75 percent of the Nation’s
black veterinarians.’’

Again, these statistics speak volumes
for the value of HBCUs in providing an
opportunity for African Americans to
participate and make contributions in
all walks of life. This record of out-
standing achievement comes despite
daunting challenges, including limited
financial resources, as the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) talked
about just a moment ago. In fact, I
must note that in comparison with
other colleges and universities, HBCUs
are often underfunded. However, these
institutions have maintained their
commitment to excellence in higher
education.

Locally, in my district of Baltimore,
there are two HBCUs. Coppin State
College has become a staple in the
community, working with school chil-
dren while also providing services to
small businesses in cooperation with
the Small Business Administration. It
has also sponsored workshops, health
fairs, concerts and other activities that
enable the college to serve as a reposi-
tory for African American culture.
Coppin State also offers degree pro-
grams to prison inmates in urban and
rural areas. This is just one example of
an HBCU working to make their sur-
rounding community more livable.

As President Clinton once said, ‘‘His-
torically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities continue to play a vital role by
adding to the diversity and caliber of
the Nation’s higher education system.
Furthermore, these institutions re-
mind all Americans of our obligations
to uphold the principles of justice and
equality enshrined in our Constitu-
tion.’’

I believe that the information I have
provided here tonight supports this no-
tion. I again thank the gentleman for
the special order.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for his contribution. I also thank him
for his service with Morgan State Uni-
versity, one of the great schools in this
country and in our State, and also
would mention that his alma mater,
Howard, of course, has a particular re-
lationship with the Federal Govern-
ment; and we are very supportive of
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that institution, and Dr. Swygert is
doing a very outstanding job as its
leader.

Mr. CUMMINGS. I certainly agree
with the gentleman on that one. That
is why my daughter is a second-year
student there at Howard.

Mr. HOYER. I appreciate that testi-
mony. It is as strong a testimony as
you can get. I thank the gentleman.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the very
distinguished gentlewoman from the
District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON).

Ms. NORTON. I very much thank the
gentleman for yielding. Moreover, I am
very appreciative of the initiative that
his involvement brings to this special
order this evening. He is a member of
our leadership. I think a special order
led by him indicates, among other
things, the attention and the impor-
tance of the Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities to our own mi-
nority leadership here in the House. I
recognize that the majority has also
given some considerable attention to
Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities, and I want to thank them for
that this evening as well. I am pleased
that the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
GEPHARDT), the minority leader, has
taken a lead in drawing in the Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities
here this week when the President has
declared this to be National Black Col-
leges and Universities Week, so that we
could hear directly from them.

If I may say so, my own sister, a
fourth generation Washingtonian like
me, is president of a Historically Black
College and University, Albany State
University; so I suppose my own inter-
est in this is also a family interest. She
is a graduate of Miners Teachers Col-
lege, now the University of the District
of Columbia. My mother is a graduate
of Howard University. I suppose it is
very difficult for any African American
who has gotten anywhere in life not to
have in her family some indication
that the HBCUs have touched their
lives. I believe that this special order
this evening is important for the way
in which it illustrates the gentleman
from Maryland’s understanding of the
continuing importance of these univer-
sities in the life and times of black
America, the 23 States and the District
of Columbia where they are located, al-
most half our States, 105 of them who
bear a disproportionate share of the re-
sponsibility for higher education for
African Americans. Because of that
fact alone, these colleges and univer-
sities are deserving of all the attention
we can give them. If they were to drop
out of the higher education business
tomorrow, black higher education in
the United States of America would
collapse. They give us, just at the
bachelor’s level, 28 percent of the bach-
elor’s degree. They are only 3 percent
of the colleges and universities in the
United States of America. They are as
vital as any network of institutions in
our country.

Madam Speaker, I do want to speak
about some new developments in the

District of Columbia involving HBCUs.
Of course, Howard University, in many
ways the flagship university of black
America, is located here. The gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) has
indicated its special relationship to
this Congress. When the slaves were
freed, what they wanted most of all
was access to education, and higher
education. The Congress has had re-
sponsibility for Howard University in a
very special way almost since the end
of the Civil War.

Actually, we had two Historically
Black Colleges and Universities here,
the University of the District of Co-
lumbia as well as Howard University,
the University of the District of Co-
lumbia being an amalgam of three His-
torically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities. But because of a wrinkle and
mishap, the University of the District
of Columbia was never funded as a His-
torically Black College and University.

I want to thank this body here this
evening that when the D.C. College
Tuition Act was passed, the University
of the District of Columbia received its
rightful status as a fully funded HBCU
beginning in 1999. This was very impor-
tant because this is the only publicly
supported university in the District of
Columbia, for its lack of vital funding,
especially given the hard times the
District has since gone through, was a
matter of some considerable disadvan-
tage to the District.

It is also, however, an open-admis-
sions university. That means that, by
definition, it is not the university for
some of our youngsters. One size does
not fit all. And so this body passed the
D.C. College Tuition Access Act. This
was a historic act, because for the first
time it means that residents of the Dis-
trict of Columbia have what Maryland
and Virginia, to point to our two
neighbors, have had historically. Vir-
ginia has 58 public colleges and univer-
sities, I think Maryland has almost 30,
and so you can choose which one fits
you. The District had one. It was an
open-admissions university. This gave
us access to any public college or uni-
versity anywhere in the United States
of America, and in this its first year
just begun in September, college at-
tendance in the District of Columbia
has been raised enormously. Already in
the first year they have come. What it
means is that the youngster and her
family pays in-state tuition and the
Federal Government picks up the rest.

What does that have to do with what
we are celebrating here today? We have
the preliminary figures about where
these students are going. And I am
here to report today that of the 10 uni-
versities most favored by D.C. stu-
dents, and they could choose any uni-
versities that are publicly funded any-
where in the United States, six are His-
torically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities, the six most favored. And they
are Howard, Norfolk State, Morgan,
Hampton, Bowie State. There are a
host of others. Delaware State. There
are many in North Carolina. Now I am

focusing only on the Historically Black
Colleges and Universities. Private uni-
versities in the District and the region
receive a stipend of $2,500 if the student
chooses the private university. We
have 150 students at Hampton, a pri-
vate university, of course, one of the
great Historically Black Colleges and
Universities in Virginia.

b 2000
Mr. Speaker, the fact that so many

District youngsters, who finally have
the gates open for them, choose any
one they want have chosen HBCUs
speaks for itself about the importance
of these universities to African Ameri-
cans.

Mr. Speaker, we are a microcosm of
where black America is in their choices
of higher education. They feel wel-
come. They feel these schools will help
them get a degree, rather than simply
attend a university. The dropout rates
for whites and blacks who go to college
in the United States is enormous.
Many of our students come from very
disadvantaged backgrounds. They need
special attention.

They get that attention in the his-
torically black colleges and univer-
sities. These universities have proven
themselves to the students, to their
families and to our country for genera-
tions. More students than ever now in
the District of Columbia know the
value since the way it has been opened
to allow them to go to these univer-
sities. We are grateful for this oppor-
tunity. We are grateful for this body,
for the leadership on this side of the
aisle and the other side of the aisle
that has opened the gates all over
America to make up for the fact that
we do not have the same access that
other colleges and universities have.

We are grateful that we now have a
funded HBCU here in the District of
Columbia, the University of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and above all we are
grateful that the HBCUs are there for
D.C. as they have been there for Afri-
can Americans and for people of all
backgrounds throughout their glorious
history.

Mr. Speaker, I very much thank the
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER)
for yielding to me and I thank him
once again for leadership on this issue
as he has always shown leadership on
this issue and on other issues facing
black America.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman very much. I appre-
ciate the gentlewoman’s remarks, and I
believe her remarks were very cogent. I
think it is a very significant fact that
the six highest choices made by stu-
dents in the District of Columbia who
could go anywhere are historically
black colleges, which speaks not only
to the fulfillment of their mission, but
to the quality of their work. So I thank
her for her comments.

I yield to my very distinguished
friend, the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. BISHOP), a graduate of one of the
most distinguished educational institu-
tions in America that is also a histori-
cally black college, Morehouse College.
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Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Speaker, I thank

the gentleman from Maryland for
yielding to me.

Mr. Speaker, I want to express my
appreciation to our distinguished col-
leagues, certainly the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
for arranging this evening’s special
order in recognition of the contribu-
tions made by the country’s histori-
cally black colleges and universities.

These 105 institutions located in the
District of Columbia and in 23 States
from New York to California began to
emerge more than 140 years ago,
thrusting open the doors of oppor-
tunity and promise for millions of Afri-
can Americans. These centers of learn-
ing have enriched the lives of their stu-
dents, their parents and families and
the communities and the regions that
they serve.

As a matter of fact, they have made
contributions that have strengthened
our entire country enriching the lives
of all Americans. For me, this special
order has a very personal meaning. I
literally grew up within the environ-
ment of a historically black college.
This was in Mobile, Alabama, and the
college was Bishop State Community
College, which got its start in 1927 as a
branch of Alabama State Teachers Col-
lege. In 1965, the branch, as it was
called, gained its independence and be-
came Mobile State Junior College
where my father, Dr. Sanford D.
Bishop, Sr., served as the first presi-
dent.

My mother incidentally was the li-
brarian at the college, and it was lit-
erally true that the campus and family
life were very closely interwoven as I
spent my formative years on and about
the campus there.

In 1971, Mobile State became Bishop
State Junior College by an act of the
Alabama legislature and later Bishop
State Community College in recogni-
tion of the leadership that my late fa-
ther provided in building that college
into the modern, flourishing institu-
tion that it has become. Today, it of-
fers a wide variety of courses for our
student enrollment that exceeds 4,000.
A college that is recognized for its aca-
demic excellence and which is, perhaps,
especially noted for turning out highly
skilled health care professionals.

When I decided to attend college
away from home, as many young peo-
ple do, my choice was Morehouse Col-
lege in Atlanta, my father’s alma
mater, an institution that had grown
from a small Baptist school when
founded in 1867 to become a part of a
sprawling college complex, Atlanta
University Center Complex, in pro-
viding studies in liberal arts, religion,
philosophy, business administration
and the sciences.

It is a place known for its leaders in
the struggle to move our country clos-
er to fulfilling its promise of freedom
and opportunity for all from presidents
like Dr. John Hope and Dr. Ben Mays
to the most famous graduate, Dr. Mar-

tin Luther King, Jr., not to mention
prominent leaders in the entertain-
ment field like Spike Lee and Samuel
L. Jackson.

Today I have the privilege of rep-
resenting the Second Congressional
District of Georgia, which is the home
of Albany State University, where, as
we have heard, Dr. Portia Holmes
Shields serves as president. Dr. Shields
is, of course, the sister of our own
friend and colleague, the gentlewoman
from the District of Columbia (Ms.
NORTON).

Albany State, which was founded 97
years ago as a Bible and vocational
training institute, now serves a wide-
spread area of southwest Georgia, and
it provides a wide range of bachelor’s
and graduate degrees. I often visit the
campus in Albany where I always gain
energy and ideas and inspiration from
the relationship that I have with the
faculty and the students.

Albany State has implemented what
it calls a total quality approach, where
the academic achievement translates
into both commitment to the commu-
nity and the skills and knowledge
needed to compete in the workplace.
Incidentally, in 1994 and 1998, Albany
State was submerged in water from the
flooding of the Flint Rivers as a result
of Tropical Storm Alberta. They devel-
oped a motto the Unsinkable Albany
State, and they have rebounded, re-
built and now have a new campus that
is flourishing.

Also we have Fort Valley State Uni-
versity in Fort Valley, Georgia, which
is one of the 1890 Land Grant Colleges,
the only one in Georgia. It has pro-
vided agriculture, education and lib-
eral arts training for many, many
years with many prominent graduates
who have excelled in business and poli-
tics and medicine and other fields of
endeavor. My good friend Dr. Oscar
Prater is the President there.

There are historically black colleges
and universities throughout much of
the school with records and achieve-
ment very similar with those that I am
very familiar with from a relatively
new facility such as LaGuardia Com-
munity College in New York City to
the long-established Wilberforce Uni-
versity in Ohio which was founded in
1856, to Compton Community College
founded in 1927.

All have made contributions that
loom large as the history of the coun-
try continues to be written. Congratu-
lations to everyone who has helped
these colleges and universities carry
out their historic mission, including
everyone here in Congress on both
sides of the aisle who have helped pro-
vide the increased support for our
HBCUs.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER) and my other colleagues for
having the foresight to have this spe-
cial order to give recognition that of
course is long overdue to a group of in-
stitutions that have really contributed
greatly to the greatness of America

and the world. Godspeed to all of these
institutions as they continue to help
make this Nation’s promise a full re-
ality.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
BISHOP) for his comments. And as I was
standing here, I thought to myself San-
ford Bishop Sr. would indeed be proud
of his son, a leading educator in our
country. His father was a very distin-
guished American, and his son has be-
come someone of whom his father
would be indeed be extraordinarily
proud. I thank the gentleman for his
participation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my very good
friend, the gentleman from Chicago, Il-
linois (Mr. RUSH), a distinguished rep-
resentative, and one of the very signifi-
cant leaders in our country for most, if
not all, of his adult life.

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER).
I want to, first of all, commend the
gentleman for his insightful leadership,
for his dedication to the historical
black colleges throughout his profes-
sional, political career. I want to thank
him for the sensitivity of which he ap-
proaches this particular issue and real-
ly just his total dedication to the ef-
forts of historical black colleges as
they move to try to strengthen them-
selves and maintain their commitment
and their mission to the American peo-
ple.

The gentleman has an exemplary
image and his exemplary conduct
should be noted by all Americans, be-
cause he has indeed done this Nation a
great service on behalf of its minority
students throughout the country.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman.
Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, Historically

Black Colleges and Universities are im-
portant institutions of higher learning,
growth and development for African
Americans and minorities Nationwide.
These institutions offer quality edu-
cation in collegiate settings that are
conducive to education and economic
excellence.

The students who attend these col-
leges are educated, without the derid-
ing stumbling blocks, the deriding
stumbling blocks of racial selection for
grants and scholarships and loans. The
institutions are free of racial, reli-
gious, and gender discrimination.

Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities graduate large numbers of Af-
rican Americans who, as previous
speakers have indicated, lead, very,
very productive lives in our society,
who are leaders in this Nation among
all professions, and who are leaders in
the world.

In my home state of Illinois, many of
our African American students attend
HBCUs. There are 23 States along with
the District of Columbia and the Virgin
Islands which are home to HBCUs.
While these institutions are places
where African Americans can flourish
and people prepare for the challenges
of the global village. There is an im-
portant problem which impacts the
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quality of their students and their pro-
fessors, and that problem is finances, it
is money. In the last decade, the Fed-
eral Government has increased its sup-
port of HBCUs, and although the House
appropriators led by the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) and others
have worked hard to ensure that
HBCUs have ready access to Federal
dollars through the HBCU capital fi-
nancing program, more work still
needs to be done.

It is this commitment to excellence
which has fueled this administration’s,
the Clinton administration, acknowl-
edgment of the needs of the HBCUs.
This commitment was exemplified on
November 1, 1993, when President Bill
Clinton signed an executive order 12876
in order, and I quote, ‘‘to advance the
developments of human potential, to
strengthen the capacity of Historically
Black Colleges and Universities to pro-
vide quality education, and to increase
opportunities to participate in and ben-
efit from Federal programs.’’

I am proud that President Clinton
has designated the week of September
17, 2000 as National Historic Black Col-
leges and Universities week. The ad-
ministration, the Democratic leader-
ship, the Congressional Black Caucus
and the House Democratic Caucus have
led in promoting awareness of the mer-
its of these education institutions. It is
with this leadership that this subject is
discussed on the Floor today, and that
our Nation is aware of the tremendous
benefits and the success of attending
HBCUs.

Mr. Speaker, I just want to say, on a
personal note say that both the pre-
vious speakers before me mentioned
Albany State University, Albany State
University was the first college that I
ever laid eyes on.

b 2015

As a young man, my mother attended
Albany State University. I am a prod-
uct of Albany, Georgia, and I cannot
ever forget the awe and the delight and
the sense of curiosity as a young man
who was in kindergarten, going to a
school right across the street from Al-
bany State University, and to be ex-
cited about my first day in school, to
look across the street, to be in the
shadow of Albany State University, in-
deed imprinted on my mind that edu-
cation was indeed the one thing that
meant the most to me as a young man.
As I grew into adulthood, education
certainly became the hallmark of my
activities.

I want to thank, again, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER). I
want to thank all of those who had a
vision to create Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities, and I want to
thank my mom for introducing me to
education and to instill in me the
yearning, the need, the desire to make
sure that I received all that this Na-
tion can provide in terms of college and
higher education and higher learning.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank my friend, the gentleman from

Illinois (Mr. RUSH), for his generous
comments and also for his cogent com-
ments with respect to the impact that
Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities have had on young African
Americans, instilled in them a sense of
hope, a sense of opportunity, a sense of
future. We know that if young people
do not have a sense of future, as too
many do today, that they do not work
for a future. They work only for today.
That inspiration that the gentleman’s
mother gave him and his exposure to
Albany State has enriched us all in
this country.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend, the
distinguished gentlewoman from the
State of California, from Oakland, (Ms.
LEE).

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank and commend the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) and the
gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
CUMMINGS) for this special order to-
night, and also for their consistent
commitment and hard work on behalf
of Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities. These institutions are so im-
portant to all of us, not only in the Af-
rican American community but to all
of us in the entire country.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentlewoman yield?

Ms. LEE. I yield to the gentleman
from Maryland.

Mr. HOYER. I was going to make this
point later, but she gives me such an
opening. We talk about these institu-
tions giving extraordinary opportuni-
ties to African Americans, and they do.
Bowie State University in my county
is the place from which Christa
McAuliffe graduated with her Master’s
degree. Christa McAuliffe, as some may
recall, was the teacher in space who
went up on the Challenger as it blew up
and she died. She was one of Bowie
State’s most distinguished graduates, a
Caucasian American but given an ex-
traordinary opportunity through her
attendance at and the receipt of a qual-
ity education at a Historically Black
College.

Ms. LEE. That is quite a testimony;
quite a testimony.

It is really an honor to be able to
honor tonight our Nation’s Historically
Black Colleges and Universities. Mal-
colm X once declared that education is
our passport to the future, for tomor-
row belongs to the people who prepare
for it today.

For over 150 years, Historically Black
Colleges have provided these passports
to their students. Although many Afri-
can American scholars and leaders of
the 19th and early 20th century dis-
agreed about how African Americans
would attain freedom and equality
promised in our Constitution, they
agreed, however, that educating young
men and women was the most impor-
tant step in succeeding in life.

Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities, also known as HBCUs, have
always offered African American young
men and women a quality, affordable
education at times when access to in-

stitutions of higher learning were lim-
ited or completely closed off to African
Americans. According to the Herald-
Sun newspaper in North Carolina,
HBCUs were actually first founded in
1837, 26 years before the end of slavery.

Since this humble beginning, HBCUs
have become revered institutions of
higher learning that have provided
quality educational access to millions
of African Americans.

According to the United States De-
partment of Education, there are 105
accredited HBCUs in the United States.
These institutions enroll upwards of
370,000 students each year. Since 1966,
HBCUs have awarded approximately
500,000 undergraduate, graduate, and
professional degrees. They are pro-
viders of equal educational opportunity
with attainment and productivity for
hundreds of thousands of students.
They are educating our future world
leaders.

Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities have never been more impor-
tant in providing young men and
women a superior education than they
are today; and now in this new era of
technology, we must ensure that our
HBCUs receive the necessary support
to educate and train young African
Americans for these unfilled jobs in the
high-tech industry. And now, in my
home State of California, since the
end, unfortunately, of affirmative ac-
tion, as we know it was banned in 1998
by passing Proposition 209, California
students have increasingly become
more aware of the educational benefits
of attending a Historically Black Col-
lege or University and many of my con-
stituents are thriving and achieving
academic excellence in these great
schools.

Now, although I did not have the
honor of attending an HBCU, I come
from a family with deep roots at His-
torically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities. My grandfather graduated from
Huston-Tillotson College in Austin,
Texas; my role model, my mother, she
attended Prairie View A&M and also
Southern University; and my aunts fol-
lowed in my grandfather’s footsteps in
attending Huston-Tillotson College.
My nieces graduated from Prairie View
A&M.

So I have really been the beneficiary
of the values and the academic founda-
tion provided me through my family’s
attendance and involvement at these
great institutions.

Black colleges have a rich history to
look back upon and a vibrant future
ahead. I am proud to join my col-
leagues tonight in celebrating their
many achievements and in so doing
urge the United States Congress to re-
double its efforts in supporting these
fine institutions of higher learning.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LEE) for her very important contribu-
tion and her giving us another example
of an extraordinary American leader
who has been impacted in her family
and by the images and inspiration
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given by Historically Black Colleges
and Universities.

We are advantaged by the service of
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LEE) in the Congress; and that, I am
sure, is in part due to the inspiration
she received by all of those who were
enriched and given hope and oppor-
tunity and vision by Historically Black
Colleges.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the very dis-
tinguished gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. DAVIS).

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. HOYER) for yielding, but I also
want to thank the gentleman for his
display of sensitivity relative to taking
out this special order and for recog-
nizing the tremendous value of Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities.
We have heard all of those who have
spoken talk about the vast numbers of
African Americans and others who
have benefited from these institutions.

I, too, was fortunate to attend a His-
torically Black College, the University
of Arkansas at Pine Bluff. As the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. LEE)
was talking about affordability, I can
never forget on my 16th birthday going
off to A&M College with $50 in my
pocket wondering how I was going to
make it.

As it turned out, the tuition was only
$76 at that time, and I did have a $50
scholarship that the State of Arkansas
gave to each of its high schools. So I
only had to pay $26 of those $50. So I
still had a little left over to play with.

The University of Arkansas at Pine
Bluff has been an educational mecca
for my family. I think of the numbers.
I have four sisters who attended, two
brothers, three nephews, two brothers-
in-law and a whole group of cousins. So
it has been not only an opportunity but
it has been a propelling force in all of
our lives.

It started with seven students;
opened its doors in 1875 with seven stu-
dents. Much of the character, though,
of this institution has been shaped by
outstanding administrators: J.C.
Corbin, John Brown Watson, and then,
of course, President Lawrence Arnett
Davis, who we called Prexie, who was
there when I was a student and now his
son is following in his footsteps, Dr.
Lawrence A. Davis, Jr.

Wherever I go in America, I always
run into individuals who have excelled:
physicians, nurses, under-secretaries of
departments and agencies. As a matter
of fact, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, Rodney Slater’s, mother-in-law
and father-in-law, his mother-in-law
was a colleague of mine. We were stu-
dents together. His father-in-law was
one of our advisors in a current events
club. So these become very personal
and very direct.

I would hope that we would under-
stand what everybody has been saying.
These institutions have existed, oper-
ated, oftentimes with little more than
baling wire; but they cannot continue
in that way. We seriously need to re-

double our efforts and find additional
resources, and I guarantee if one talks
about getting a bang for your buck, if
we put some more resources into the
Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities, I guarantee we will be reap-
ing the dividends and rewards for years
and years and years.

So I thank the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), again, for yielding
me this time.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for his comments. It is just extraor-
dinarily interesting to learn of the his-
tory of families that have been im-
pacted by HBCUs and the enrichment
of those families being passed on to
generations that then benefit so much
their district, their State, and their
Nation.

We very much appreciate his con-
tribution and his recitation of not only
his history but his family’s history.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the distin-
guished gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
DICKEY), who probably was interested
in the history of the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DAVIS).

Mr. DICKEY. Absolutely. I am from
Pine Bluff, Arkansas. I grew up when
Prexie Davis was the president of Ar-
kansas A&M, and I cannot say I know
as much about it from the inside as the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS),
who is one of their distinguished alum-
nus; but I do know that I saw it from
the outside. I know that what that
school did under Dr. Lawrence A. Davis
was offer scholarships to people who
could not even afford to get transpor-
tation to come to school. Some of
those people learned how to learn at
Arkansas A&M at Pine Bluff.

Then to advance forward, here I am
in Congress and I am on a committee
that the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. HOYER) and I serve on. We are
midgets compared to Louis Stokes in
this area, but we have been striving to
add money to HBCUs because we want
to present opportunities to people who
want to learn and who care.

TRIO is a part of this plan, and I
have gotten a lot of encouragements
from Dr. Davis, Jr., about TRIO and we
are doing our job there so that we can
prepare people to come to school in
places like UAPB and HBCUs all over
the country. It is a great privilege for
me to be a part of it, and I am going to
continue on this committee striving
hard to bring as much money as we can
in a reasonable fashion for the benefit
of the students who go to HBCUs all
over the United States, but particu-
larly at Pine Bluff, Arkansas.

b 2030

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his contribution.

Mr. Speaker, it is now a great privi-
lege of mine to yield to the gentle-
woman from Houston, Texas (Ms. JACK-
SON-LEE), one of our most dynamic
members of the House.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to add my own
personal accolades to the speakers who

have given their eloquence before me
and to the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. HOYER), in particular, along with
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
CUMMINGS), for the very significant and
important opportunity we have been
given for this Special Order.

Many times, people diminish or mis-
interpret Special Orders and do not see
the ultimate importance of coming to
this august body and speaking to our
colleagues, as the gentleman from Ar-
kansas has just done, speaking to
America, about some very vital and
important issues of concern, but also
making important tributes. Let me
thank the gentleman from Maryland
for not only providing this opportunity
for a tribute, but also for his legisla-
tive work and agenda of showing him-
self to be a true friend of HBCUs.

Let me ask the question, since we are
here together: What if? I think the gen-
tleman from Maryland made a very
valid point, as we have listened to
some of the very charging stories of my
colleagues. This was a very instructive
experience for me, listening to sons and
daughters of presidents and heroes and
sheroes of our historically black col-
leges, right here in the House of Rep-
resentatives, now the legacies of the
teachings of those colleges are now
here passing laws. What an honor. I
think it again emphasizes that the col-
leges are more than places of refuge for
individuals who can go nowhere else,
though they were born in a segregated
history, which we are very proud of. I
have the honor and pleasure of rep-
resenting Texas Southern University,
being the neighbor to Prairie View
A&M, and being on the board of direc-
tors of Oakwood College in Huntsville,
Alabama. So I have a familial relation-
ship.

Although I did not have the honor or
the distinct pleasure of going to or at-
tending an historically black college, I
can certainly name a whole list of rel-
atives and extended family members
who have had the honor and pleasure of
associating themselves with these in-
stitutions. My father-in-law, Philip
Lee, now passed, was a Tuskegee air-
man and a very proud graduate of
Hampton Institute, now university,
along with his dear wife, who still
lives. I had the pleasure of being able
to point my younger brother, Michael
Jackson, to the Oakwood Academy in
Huntsville, Alabama. And, of course,
the predecessors of this seat, the es-
teemed and honorable Barbara Jordan,
Mickey Leeland and Craig Washington
were all respective graduates of Texas
Southern University, and I certainly
count them as colleagues and friends.
So the 23 States, along with the Dis-
trict of Columbia and the Virgin Is-
lands, are further homes to the HBCUs.

Mr. Speaker, I raise the question as I
speak this evening, what if? What if we
did not have these places of intellec-
tual stimulation where Booker T.
Washington could not debate with
W.E.B. Du Bois about the question of
lifting up your buckets where they
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were, versus having the Talented Tenth
as W. Du Bois argued, what an excel-
lent and outstanding intellectual de-
bate.

I think those of us who look back on
history realize that there was no anger
between those two gentlemen; they
were only seeking to lift the recently
freed slaves where they could best
serve. Booker T. Washington, who
founded Tuskegee Institute, thought it
was important for us to learn how to be
carpenters and artisans, for us to know
how to build and to be plumbers, and to
use our hands. He knew that slaves had
just come off of the plantations, we had
worked with our hands, and he wanted
us to be economically independent and
he saw a vehicle to do so, teach them
to build this Nation with their hands
and to be remunerated, to be com-
pensated.

Also, the same with W.E.B. Du Bois,
a Harvard proponent and graduate, saw
that it was necessary to take the Tal-
ented Tenth and to lift them from the
buckets and send them to the East
Coast at that time, primarily because
there were no institutions, at least of
plentiful numbers, that could educate
the Talented Tenth and have them be
available to be the philosophers and
the articulators of the agenda of the
new Negro for the 20th century as we
went into the 21th century.

So I ask the question, what if? What
if these institutions had not survived
or not carried us through the seg-
regated 20th century when many Afri-
can Americans could not be educated
anyplace else. Particularly in the State
of Texas and in the Deep South, there
were no places for the Talented Tenth
or those who wanted to lift their buck-
ets where they were to be educated,
and these schools saw fit to take up the
cause.

As we moved through the 20th cen-
tury, of course, as we saw the move-
ment of A. Philip Randolph and Witney
Young, and then we moved into the
1950s and saw a young man, a graduate
of Morehouse College, rise to the occa-
sion to be the visionary of the civil
rights movement, Dr. Martin Luther
King. His original training, or his basic
training was that of a minister, but he
saw fit to carry the vision of that
movement, and it was his leadership
that drew young people out of institu-
tions all over this country, both white
and black, but I believe that histori-
cally black colleges fueled the move-
ment of which he led that brought
young people from those institutions,
because they lived in the segregated
South and they said, what can we do to
begin to follow Dr. Martin Luther
King, and there lie the sit-ins and, of
course, the marches joined by young
people all over the Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I think we have had a
special week and I have enjoyed par-
ticipating with the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) this week, as
the President has named this week in
honor of historically black colleges. We
were gratified to have the Democratic

Caucus host I imagine over 100 leaders
of these colleges. They came to peti-
tion us to have us listen to them and to
have us share our vision with them.

I would just like to note, because I
know of the gentleman’s record in the
Committee on Appropriations, that
each of us could count opportunities
where we have tried to increase their
funding. As a member of the Com-
mittee on Science, I thought it was im-
portant to ensure that the Civilian
Space Authorization Act of 1998 and
1999 would ensure that there would be
access by these colleges for direct re-
search programs to work with the
FAA, the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, to ensure under their research,
engineering and development author-
ization act, in particular, that again,
undergraduate students could do the
research that they needed.

Mr. Speaker, let me quickly conclude
by noting as well that the NASA mi-
nority research, which is an important
aspect of this program, and the land
grant programs are important to be
funded by some of the agricultural au-
thorization.

I think the key that I would like to
make sure that we are aware of is the
answer to what if? We would be left
with I think a gaping hole, to not have
the rich history of the historically
black colleges, Oakwood College, now
chaired by Chairman Calvin Rock. We
would not be able to cite Dr. Freeman,
Dr. Joshua Hill, Dr. Polly Turner, Dr.
John B. Coleman, all surrounding Prai-
rie View A&M and Texas Southern Uni-
versity doing all great works.

This is an important part of our his-
tory, I say to the gentleman, and I be-
lieve this is an important night, be-
cause we have allowed ourselves to re-
flect and to congratulate. I think our
concluding commitment should be, as
our presidents have asked us, to bring
them into the 21st century and cata-
pult them with the research institu-
tions of this Nation of high order. Let
them be on the same plane as our insti-
tutions that are noted as the Ivy
Leaguers, which I attended one of
those. But I want them to hear our
voices of appreciation and our commit-
ment that we believe their role is ex-
tremely vital for the future of our
young people and the 21st century.

With that, there is much more I
could say, but I yield back to the gen-
tleman, and I thank him for the time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in recognition of the spe-
cial role that Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCU) have played in the edu-
cation of our Nation’s young people. Twenty-
three states, along with the District of Colum-
bia and the Virgin Islands are homes to
HBCUs. I have the honor of recognizing Texas
Southern University, a HBCU and a con-
stituent of the 18th Congressional District of
Texas, which I serve. Texas Southern Univer-
sity like so many of the HBCUs was estab-
lished in 1947 as a means of educating young
African Americans who wanted to experience
the full force of the American Dream through
higher education. It was first formed under the
name Texas State University for Negroes, and

became the first state supported institution in
the City of Houston, Texas. The first president
of Texas Southern University was the Honor-
able Dr. R. O’Hara Lanier, U.S. Minister to Li-
beria.

Although Texas Southern University was
first formed to educate African Americans it
has become the most ethnically diverse school
of higher learning in the State of Texas.

Texas Southern University has awarded
over 35,000 degrees and presently offers 54
baccalaureate degree programs, 30 master’s
degree programs; the Doctor of Education de-
gree in six programs; the Doctor of Philosophy
in Environmental Toxicology; and two grad-
uate professional degrees a Doctor of Phar-
macy and the Doctor of Jurisprudence. The
University’s Robert J. Terry Library has a col-
lection of over 913,000 holdings. The campus
also hosts a 25,000-watt FM radio station that
serves as a teaching and learning laboratory
for communications.

Another HBCU located in the state of Texas
is Prairie View A&M University. Prairie View
A&M University is the second oldest public in-
stitution of higher education in Texas, origi-
nated in the Texas Constitution of 1876. Origi-
nally the University was named the A&M Col-
lege of Texas for Colored Youths and opened
on March 11, 1878. Initially the College was
designed by the Texas legislature to provide
education to teachers.

In 1945 the name of the College was
changed to Prairie View University, and the
school was authorized to offer, ‘‘as need
arises’’ all courses that were offered at the
University of Texas.

Another HBCU that is close to my heart and
carries the proud heritage of education excel-
lence is Oakwood College located in Hunts-
ville, Alabama. This college unlike the pre-
vious HBCU is not a public institution, but is
operated by the General Conference of Sev-
enth-day Adventists. Ellen G. White declared
that it was God’s purpose that the school
should be placed in the City of Huntsville, Ala-
bama.

Oakwood College’s beginning can be traced
to 1895, when the General Conference Asso-
ciation sent a three-man educational com-
mittee to the South to select and purchase
property for a school for black youth. They
began with four buildings four teachers and 16
students, eight women and eight men; Oak-
wood Industrial School opened its doors on
November 16, 1896.

The faculty consisted of H.S. Shaw, A.F.
Hughes, Hatie Andre, and the principal, Solon
M. Jacobs. For the benefit of both the institu-
tion and community, the school maintained
and operated a line of industries. Students
and teachers worked beside each other in ag-
riculture, blacksmith, bricklaying, broom mak-
ing, canning, carpentry, chaircaning, clothes
manufacturing, cotton manufacturing, dairying,
gardening, log milling and woodworking.

The beginning of each of these institutions
was a need and the will to see that need met.
I commend those hundreds of instructors, vi-
sionaries, students, parents, and communities
who made higher education a reality for Afri-
can American young people in our nation. My
regret is that the precious gift of higher edu-
cation was not available to every African
American young person, and that desegrega-
tion came so many generations after the insti-
tution of slavery was ended.

As a member of the House Committee on
Science I have worked to offer parity to
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HBCUs through the application of amend-
ments to routine legislation designed to offer
support to Colleges and University science,
math, and engineering programs, but which
have historically not included HBCUs.

I included amendments in the Civilian Space
Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 1998 and 1999
that would direct that research programs fund-
ed by this act to include Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities. On the Floor of the
House during the 104th Congress I had an
amendment added to the FAA Research, En-
gineering and Development Authorization Act
in particular to encourage research by under-
graduate students at our nation’s Historically
Black Colleges and Universities and Hispanic
Serving Institutions.

I also offered an amendment to increase
funding for Historically Black Colleges and
Universities under NASA’s minority research
and education programs. The amendment
added $5.8 million to the authorization request
of $25.5 million, which restored the program to
the FY 1997 funding level of $31.3 million.
This greatly improved and expanded research
programs of HBCU’s with NASA and promotes
science and technology at minority univer-
sities.

Recently, during the appropriations process
for the Department of Agriculture, I sponsored
a successful amendment that offered 1890
Historically Black Land Grant Colleges an op-
portunity to share in the research resources
that are made available to other colleges and
universities by the Department of Agriculture.
My amendment will ensure the economic via-
bility of 105 1890 Historically Black Land
Grant Colleges and Universities. These 1890
HBCUs are part of a land grant system of 105
state-assisted universities that link new
science and technological developments di-
rectly to the needs and interests of the United
States and the world. In addition, to strength-
ening agriculture, the 1890 HBCUs conduct
research, provide technical assistance in envi-
ronmental sciences, improve the production
and preservation of safe food supplies, train
new generations of scientists in mathematics,
engineering, food and agriculture sciences and
promote access to new sources of information
to improve conservation of natural resources.

HBCUs are unlike any other institutions of
higher education in the United States; they for
decades were for many the only means of
higher education for thousands of African
Americans. They were the source of our doc-
tors, dentists, lawyers, teachers, ministers,
and artisans of all descriptions. They have
reached this level of recognition that is being
demonstrated this evening by education nearly
40 percent of our nation’s black college grad-
uates. Today these same institutions confer
the majority of bachelor’s degrees and ad-
vanced degrees awarded to black students in
the physical sciences, mathematics, computer
science, engineering, and education.

I am proud to stand with my colleagues in
touting the accomplishments of America’s His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the very distinguished gentlewoman
for participating in this Special Order.

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today dur-
ing National Historic Black Colleges and Uni-
versities Week to honor the achievements of
two of Ohio’s historically black institutions of
higher learning which I have the privilege of
representing in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives.

Wilberforce University, with a current enroll-
ment of 964 students, and Central State Uni-
versity, with a current enrollment of 1,111 stu-
dents, have demonstrated time and time again
that they are firmly committed to academic ex-
cellence and the pursuit of knowledge. I am
very familiar with both of these universities, as
I have had the opportunity to serve on the
Board of Directors of both of them.

Before coming to Congress, I served as the
President Pro Tempore in the Ohio State Sen-
ate and became very involved with both insti-
tutions. I have found their respective adminis-
trators and educators to be of the highest cal-
iber, and I am proud to represent their inter-
ests in both the Ohio Statehouse and the U.S.
Congress.

Wilberforce University, which is named in
honor of the 18th century statesman and abo-
litionist, William Wilberforce, was established
in 1856. It is affiliated with the African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church and was the first insti-
tution of higher learning owned and operated
by African Americans.

Central State traces its origin to legislation
passed by the Ohio General Assembly in 1887
to create a Combined Normal and Industrial
Department at Wilberforce. In 1951, the gen-
eral assembly officially changed the name of
the state-supported portion of Wilberforce to
Central State College, and then to Central
State University in 1965. Central State Univer-
sity remains the only public historically black
university in the State of Ohio.

The true resilience of these educational in-
stitutions has been demonstrated in the way
they have recovered following the tornadoes
of April 1974, which devastated large portions
of both campuses. Both schools have been re-
vitalized and have produced aggressive plans
for the future to continue producing out-
standing graduates for the State of Ohio for
generations to come.

As Ohio’s Seventh District Representative to
the Congress of the United States, I am very
pleased to have this opportunity to honor the
efforts and the achievements of Wilberforce
and Central State Universities. Their many
contributions to higher learning in the State of
Ohio are greatly appreciated by all.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor of Nationally Historic Black Colleges
and Universities Week to pay tribute to Paul
Quinn College of Dallas, Texas. Founded in
1872, it is the oldest Liberal Arts College for
African-Americans in Texas and west of the
Mississippi.

Born of humble roots, Paul Quinn College
was founded by a small group of African
Methodist Episcopal preachers. A faculty of
five taught newly freed slaves blacksmithing,
carpentry, and tanning saddle work. The
founders faced early challenges: a poor con-
gregation, limited resources, and a country
struggling with post-Civil War race relations.
To construct the college’s first building, the
church launched a ‘‘Ten Cents a Brick’’ cam-
paign throughout their congregation. Although
poor, together the congregation’s pennies built
the first solid monument to their dreams.

Paul Quinn College soon expanded its cur-
riculum to include mathematics, music, Latin,
theology, and English. As the increasing serv-
ice and value of the institution became appar-
ent, the student population grew, the aca-
demic program evolved, and more buildings
appeared on campus.

Today Paul Quinn College is a thriving insti-
tution, rich in history. Its 150-acres campus is

a far cry from the schoolroom built with pen-
nies, and today its 741 students take advan-
tage of a liberal arts education, a diverse stu-
dent population from around the globe, more
than 40 clubs and organizations, and a strong
athletic program, all steeped in an atmosphere
of Christian ideals.

Although it has come a long way from hum-
ble beginnings, Paul Quinn College is now, as
it was 128 years ago, still serving the intellec-
tual, spiritual, emotional and social develop-
ment of its students, preparing them for lead-
ership and service.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of the opportunities
this fine institution has provided for so many
people and the contributions it has made to
the Dallas community. I know my colleagues
will join me in saluting Paul Quinn College and
all historically black colleges and universities
this week.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today on behalf of the 29,300 stu-
dents that graduate from Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) each year.
I come to this floor as a proud 1968 graduate
of Tougaloo College and a 1972 graduate of
Jackson State University. I am also proud to
say that, located in my congressional district is
the nation’s oldest historically Black land-grant
institution—Alcorn State University.

In the year 2000, we find that nearly 40% of
Black undergraduates at HBCUs are first-gen-
eration college students. While we applaud the
services that these institutions provide, we
must also show support for HBCUs by in-
creasing funding for them, developing pro-
grams to make federal dollars more accessible
and encouraging private investments. In my
home state of Mississippi, public HBCUs have
been faced with the challenge of achieving
funding levels equal to those of traditionally
White institutions. For 25 years, Mississippi
Valley State University, Jackson State and
Alcorn have been engaged in a legal battle for
equal funding. This fact emphasizes the need
for increased public and private support. In
spite of the circumstances, we find that
HBCUs are continuing to fulfill their missions
as institutions of higher learning and the first
outlet for Blacks who desire to attend college.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, HBCUs have stood the
test of time. Today, more than 25% of Blacks
earning bachelors degrees received them from
HBCUs. As President Clinton has designated
this week as Nationally Historic Black Colleges
and Universities Week, let us commit to im-
prove upon the past successes of schools like
Tougaloo College, Rust College, Alcorn State
University and Jackson State University.

I thank Representatives HOYER, CUMMINGS,
LEWIS and WYNN for their leadership on bring-
ing this issue to the floor. God bless our
HBCUs and their supporters.

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, as a
proud graduate of a Historically Black College,
I am more than happy to be a part of the Na-
tional Historical Black College and University
week here in Washington. Today, over half of
all African American professionals are HBCU
graduates, as is 42% of the Congressional
Black Caucus.

Historically Black Colleges and Universities
were created back in 1837 to provide African
Americans access to higher education. Be-
cause of the terrible history of racism in many
parts of our country, the goal of these schools,
although straight forward, has not been easy:
to educate young black Americans and em-
power them to play a role in the affairs of our
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country. Since African Americans have been
denied educational opportunities until very re-
cently, these schools have really been the
only avenue open to blacks to further them-
selves through education.

Today, a majority of African American col-
lege students graduate from HBCU’s. 28% re-
ceive their bachelor’s degrees from these
schools, and 15% obtain their Master’s de-
grees from these schools. Since their creation,
HBCU’s have graduated more than 70% of the
degrees granted to African Americans.

In my state of Florida, we are blessed with
four HBCU’s, two of which are located in my
district. In Tallahassee, we have Florida’s larg-
est Black College, my alma mater, Florida
A&M, which has nearly 10,000 students. In
South Florida, we have Florida Memorial Col-
lege, and my district, Florida’s third, is lucky to
have both Edward Waters College in Jackson-
ville, and Bethune Cookman College, which
was founded by a determined young black
woman, Mary Mcleod Bethune, in 1904 in
Daytona.

Among the many exciting things happening
in Florida’s black colleges is the acquisition of
a law school at Florida A&M, which is set to
open in 2003. The opening of the school will
officially mark the return of the FAMU College
of Law since its closing in 1968. I remember
when I was a student at Florida A&M, when
the FAMU College of Law, which had provided
the only avenue in the state of Florida for Afri-
can Americans to undertake a career in the in-
fluential field of law, was stolen from us and
merged with the law school at Florida State.
This was a time when African Americans were
not allowed to study at Florida state schools at
the graduate level, consequently, African
Americans were excluded from the field. Not
surprisingly today, although that law has been
repealed, there are very few African American
attorneys in Florida. With the reinstallation of
FAMU’s law school, minority students will
once again have greater access to be rep-
resented in the legal profession.

In closing, I am, and always will be, a strong
supporter of HBCU’s, and will continue to work
hard to allow these schools to continue on
with their valuable mission, the educational
advancement of young African Americans.

Mr. SISISKY. Mr. Speaker, thank you for
this opportunity to speak on behalf of the posi-
tive influences that Virginia State University
and Saint Paul’s College, two Historically
Black Colleges and Universities in my district,
have had on Virginia in particular, and African
American culture in general.

Virginia State University, located in Ettrick,
Virginia, is America’s first fully state supported
four-year institution of higher learning for Afri-
can-Americans. In its first academic year,
1883–84, the University had 126 students and
seven faculty; one building, 33 acres, a 200-
book library, and a $20,000 budget.

Tuition was $3.35 and room and board was
$20.00.

From these modest beginnings, Virginia
State University now offers 27 undergraduate
degree programs and 13 graduate degree pro-
grams.

The University, which is fully integrated, has
a student body of 4,300, a full-time teaching
faculty of approximately 170, a library con-
taining 277,350 volumes, a 236-acre campus
and a 416-acre farm, more than 50 buildings
(including 15 dormitories and 16 classroom
buildings), and an annual budget of
$64,238,921.

I am pleased to have been on the Board of
Visitors of Virginia State University.

When I was a delegate in the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly, I sponsored the legislation
which changed Virginia State College to Vir-
ginia State University.

Saint Paul’s College, founded in 1888 in
Lawrenceville, Virginia, is a small liberal arts
college in which the attributes of integrity, ob-
jectivity, resourcefulness, scholarship, and re-
sponsible citizenship are emphasized. Over 15
undergraduate degrees are offered.

Its liberal arts, career-oriented, and teacher-
education programs prepare graduates for ef-
fective participation in various aspects of
human endeavor.

Intentionally small, its 600 students rep-
resent a wide variety of areas in the United
States and several countries. However, the
active campus life is characterized by a strong
sense of camaraderie.

Education has always been very important
to the people of Virginia. Whatever part of the
Commonwealth you hail from, there is a place
for our children to go for advanced learning.

Both Virginia State University and Saint
Paul’s College rank with the best colleges and
universities in the country for preparing our
young people to enhance this world.

As a Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities, the opportunities offered by these
schools have been very important to the de-
velopment of Virginia, and will continue to be
for the future of this nation.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, Lincoln Univer-
sity, in Jefferson City, Missouri, is an historic
black college that has served Missouri and our
nation well since the latter part of the 1800s.
Today, it serves as a beacon of education for
our state of Missouri. I am so very proud of
the faculty, the students, and its extension
service, which have put this university on the
map. I am pleased to represent such an out-
standing institution.
f

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER
MOTION TO INSTRUCT CON-
FEREES ON H.R. 4577, DEPART-
MENT OF LABOR, HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES, AND EDU-
CATION, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 7(c) of rule XXII, I hereby
notify the House of my intention to-
morrow to offer the following motion
to instruct House conferees on H.R.
4577, a bill making appropriations for
fiscal year 2001 for the Department of
Labor, Health and Human Services and
Education.

I move that the managers on the part
of the House at the conference on the
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on
the bill, H.R. 4577, be instructed to in-
crease Title VI Education Block Grant
funding with instructions that these
increased funds may also be used for
the purposes of addressing the shortage
of highly qualified teachers, to reduce
class size, particularly in early grades;
using highly qualified teachers to im-
prove educational achievement for reg-
ular and special needs children, to sup-
port efforts to recruit, train and re-
train highly qualified teachers, or for
school construction and renovation of

facilities at the sole discretion of the
local educational agency.
f

MEDICARE MODERNIZATION AND
PRESCRIPTION DRUG ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, the
gentleman from California (Mr. THOM-
AS) is recognized for 60 minutes as the
designee of the majority leader.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, tonight
we want to discuss one of the measures
that has passed the House of Rep-
resentatives. Sometimes, we do not
feel the need to discuss measures that
have gone through committee and have
passed the House, but since there has
been so much misrepresentation about
the legislation that passed the House
on a bipartisan vote called the Medi-
care Modernization and Prescription
Drug Act, and since the Presidential
nominees are engaged in a spirited de-
bate, I thought it would be worthwhile
to take some time, one, to focus on
what it is that the House actually did,
but probably more important than the
specifics is to put in context the way in
which the prescription drug issue has
been discussed.

I think the first thing that people
have to remember is that as the former
majority, the Democrats controlled the
House the entire time Medicare was
law, up until 1994. Indeed, when Presi-
dent Clinton was elected in 1992, the
Democrats controlled the House, they
controlled the Senate, and they con-
trolled the Presidency. I find it rather
interesting that at a time when they
could do anything they wanted to do,
they did not talk about putting pre-
scription drugs in Medicare for seniors.

All right. Let us say that that issue
is one which has matured only re-
cently. However, let me tell my col-
leagues what I consider to be an even
more telling fact. During the time the
Democrats controlled the House and
the Senate and the Presidency, they
did not add any preventive care meas-
ures or wellness measures. Now, that I
think is very telling, because it was
pretty obvious even at that time that
if we would do relatively aggressive
screening on seniors for colorectal can-
cer, increase mammography, and espe-
cially tests for women with
osteoporosis; and one of the real
scourges is diabetes, and with edu-
cation and early detection and treat-
ment, we can make significant life-en-
hancing behavioral decisions; but none
of those were part of a Medicare pro-
gram that the Democrats offered.

In 1995, the Republicans became the
majority in the House and in the Sen-
ate. We offered a series of reforms add-
ing preventive and wellness and sug-
gesting prescription drugs. Well, as
some people may remember, the 1996
election was based upon a series of
untruths, frankly, that Republicans
were trying to destroy Medicare, that
Republicans never liked the program
and could not be trusted with it.
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