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where he got his start, where my fam-
ily came to truly appreciate how much
the automobile industry means, not
just to families such as ours but to our
State, and especially how much the
Oldsmobile meant to Michigan—Lan-
sing, in particular.

I am sad, therefore, to see the Olds-
mobile go, as we have known it, but |
am confident General Motors will con-
tinue to make quality, safe auto-
mobiles for generations to come. As we
bring down the curtain on the Olds-
mobile, | rise today to offer my praise
to that company, to those who started
it, and their families and descendents
who still remain in the Lansing area
and in Michigan; also, to all those
workers who, as my father, worked
over the years for that Oldsmobile divi-
sion of General Motors. | think each
and every one of them took to their
jobs a great satisfaction, a commit-
ment to hard work, and a tremendous
pride in the craftsmanship that went
into making the automobile for many
generations one of this country’s favor-
ite lines of vehicles.

| yield the floor and | suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, | in-
quire of the Chair, are we still in morn-
ing business?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair informs the Senator from Michi-
gan we are in a period of morning busi-
ness until the hour of 2:30.

The

PROUD ARAB AMERICAN
HERITAGE

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, | will
comment briefly on a matter of rel-
evance both personally to me and to
my State. Since the election, as a con-
sequence of my defeat, I have heard
from a number of people from the Arab
American community, both in Michi-
gan and across the United States. As a
Lebanese American myself, | have been
very proud to be, at least for the last
several years, the only Arab American
Member of this Chamber.

A number of folks from that commu-
nity expressed their disappointment in
the results of the campaign. | take the
floor today to thank so many people
who have been in touch, but also to
make several points that | hope will be
heard by members of the community,
to be taken into account as they con-
sider the results of this election, as
well as the future.

First, | note that in recent years |
believe the Arab American community
has become a key part of the American
political process. The participation of
the community has continued to in-
crease both in my State of Michigan as
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well as across the country. Not only
are people voting in greater numbers as
a percentage of the community, and for
many taking the first step of partici-
pating in the elections, but their activ-
ism in Michigan and other States has
grown considerably. | take great pride
in seeing that happen.

In addition, we have seen a number of
Arab Americans rise to leadership posi-
tions at the local level of government
all the way up to statewide offices. In
the Congress itself we have several
Members of Arab heritage on the House
side who were elected in the most re-
cent campaigns.

Much of this progress, | think, has
translated into progress on issues of
importance to the Arab American com-
munity in the last 6 years. | have been
proud during my term in the Senate to
have worked on behalf of a number of
important issues relevant to the com-
munity. One has been to see the travel
ban to Lebanon lifted in 1997, which
has opened more opportunities for bet-
ter relations between the United States
and Lebanon, and also for more com-
mercial activity between the two coun-
tries.

This Chamber passed a resolution de-
crying intolerance toward people of Is-
lamic faith in this country, a much
needed statement, | think, for the Con-
gress to make so we can be on record
consistently as opposing intolerance
toward people of any religious faith.
We have supported important programs
that have affected the Middle East. One
that we have worked on in our office
with Senator FEINSTEIN and others is
the Seeds of Peace Program, which 1
believe will have a long-term and posi-
tive impact on the relationships be-
tween countries in the Middle East, in-
cluding Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, Egypt,
Yemen, as well as the Palestinians.

I think the potential for the future is
even greater. | think it is very likely in
the area of public policy that the peo-
ple from the Arab American commu-
nity will rise and play an ever active
role and a greater role, as they have
done in other fields of endeavor. In
America’s business community, we
have many Arab American leaders
today who are heading up important
companies from one end of the country
to the other. In sports and entertain-
ment and the arts, we likewise have
seen Arab Americans excel. In edu-
cation, the same is true. Indeed, the
level of educational attainment by
young people of Arab American back-
ground continues to be one of the most
important components of the Arab
American ethnic communities’ con-
tribution to the United States.

I am very proud of my heritage. |
have talked to many other Members of
this Chamber about my background
over the years. I am glad to have
helped in a small way—to have played
a role in moving forward some of the
policy objectives | mentioned a few
minutes ago. | hope, to some extent,
that has helped encourage others in
their own communities, States, or even
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perhaps at the Federal level to do so,
as well.

Recently in Dearborn, MI, home to
the largest concentration of Arab
Americans in the United States, | was
approached by a woman who had a
young son in the seventh grade, saying
how happy he was to know a Senator
shared his Arab American heritage. |
hope that in my brief career in the
Senate maybe there are others who
have similarly sparked an interest in
government because they happen to be
part of that same community to which
I belong.

My message is to praise the commu-
nity, especially, but also to say to any
who have harbored a sense of dis-
appointment with the results of the
election, | hope that disappointment
will not be long standing. It certainly
isn’t the case for myself. I encourage
people in the community to continue
to play an active role in politics. Obvi-
ously, our political process inevitably
produces success and failure from elec-
tion to election.

For people new to the process, some-
times they misunderstand and treat a
setback as something that should dis-
courage future involvement. | hope
that across the Arab American commu-
nity, and especially for those who first
got active in the political process with
this election, that they will continue
to play an active role, even increase
their involvement, and hopefully en-
courage others to do likewise. That
would be invaluable to the community,
and certainly from my point of view, it
would be the preferable outcome.

My grandparents came a century ago
from Lebanon, where they left behind
everything to risk their fortunes on
America. As is the case with people not
just from the Arab American commu-
nity but so many other immigrant
communities, they came here with
very little in the way of material pos-
sessions, but they came with a great
deal of desire and energy and the hope
that by working hard and playing by
the rules they could make a contribu-
tion.

As | have said to the others on this
floor in the past, they did not nec-
essarily come here assuming they
would have a grandson who would be in
the Senate, but they wanted to live in
a country where that was possible. In-
deed, that is what our country always
will be. And | think it always will. | am
proud to have had the opportunity to
fulfill, probably in the utmost way, the
hopes that were brought here by my
grandparents when they arrived.

I think, as | look back on my service
in the Senate, perhaps more than any-
thing else, will be the source of pride
that 1 take with me as | leave the
Chamber today.

Mr. President, | yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

SENATOR ABRAHAM

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, | did
want to take a moment, as someone
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who has been involved in immigration
issues over some 38 years in the Sen-
ate, and someone who has worked with
colleagues in a bipartisan way. | want-
ed to let my friend from Michigan
know something which | hope he al-
ready does know. | wanted to share the
great respect | have for him and his
leadership on immigration issues, as
the chairman of the Subcommittee on
Immigration.

Immigration issues bring out, really,
the best and the worst in our col-
leagues. These are emotional issues for
many of us. We have a Senate and
House of Representatives that have
strong views on these issues. His hand
has been a steady, guiding one of lead-
ership over this period of time, and one
I thought showed enormous sensitivity
in helping to guide immigration policy
in a way that respects the strong tradi-
tion of people in this Nation to ac-
knowledge and continually work to
remedy the very significant inequities
that are still a part of our policy.

I also point out what | think all of us
in this body remember, his strong lead-
ership in helping us work through the
skill shortage in our high-tech indus-
tries. He led the Judiciary Committee
and the Senate in the development of
that program. What certainly im-
pressed me during that period of time
was his constant willingness to look at
different ideas, different approaches,
and differing views, and to always try
to reach out to find some common un-
derstanding in these areas in order to
move the process forward—a real legis-
lator.

I know he is proud of many different
aspects of his service in the Senate, but
I wanted to express from this side of
the aisle the affection and friendship of
those of us who have worked with him
in some very important areas of public
policy, and the high regard and respect
we have for him. We are hopeful that
we’ll have a chance to work with him
on public policy in the future.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, if |
might, | thank the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts for his kind remarks. | had
occasion a couple of days ago to speak
to the Senate. At that time | expressed
publicly my thanks to him. He was not
in the Chamber at the time, so | reit-
erate it here. We worked, | think, in a
very constructive way on a number of
issues as members of the Sub-
committee on Immigration and on a
variety of other issues he has men-
tioned here as well. | thank him for his
remarks today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

OMNIBUS APPROPRIATIONS BILL

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, | ex-
pect to support the omnibus legislation
that will implement the final appro-
priations agreement for this Congress
because it makes the kinds of invest-
ments in education, health, and work
opportunities that are needed by all
American families. In the long run,
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only through these basic investments
can we preserve our capacity to keep
our nation strong. | commend my col-
leagues for their diligence in crafting
legislation that respects the highest
priorities of the American people. Sen-
ator HARKIN and Senator SPECTER have
shown the power of bipartisan coopera-
tion throughout their work on this leg-
islation. We have all benefitted from
the example and leadership of Senator
STEVENS and Senator BYRD as well.

While this legislation is not perfect
and certainly is no substitute for the
unfinished work of the 106th Congress,
it is good for the American people, and
it shows what is possible when we re-
solve to work together. In this sense, it
offers considerable hope for the 107th
Congress.

EDUCATION

In the critical area of education and
the nation’s schools, this appropria-
tions agreement is a resounding vic-
tory for parents and communities
across the country. Congress has lived
up to its commitment to increase edu-
cation funding. We are taking a giant
step forward to ensure that children
across the country receive the support
they need to succeed in school and to
make college more affordable for every
qualified student. I'm proud to high-
light a few of the key education accom-
plishments.

For the first time, communities
across the country will qualify for over
$1.2 billion in federal aid to address
their most urgent school building re-
pair needs, such as fixing roofs, plumb-
ing and electrical systems, and meet-
ing fire and safety codes.

Schools across the country will re-
ceive $1.623 billion, a 25 percent in-
crease over last year, to continue hir-
ing and training new teachers to re-
duce class sizes in the early grades.
This year’s funding increase will place
8,000 more teachers in classrooms, plac-
ing the goal of 100,000 new teachers
well within reach.

Teacher quality will improve as well
this year. Schools will receive $485 mil-
lion, a 45 percent increase over last
year, to help teachers improve their
skills through professional develop-
ment activities, reducing the number
of uncertified and out-of-field teachers.

Title | of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act, which helps dis-
advantaged students master the basics
and achieve to high standards, is in-
creased by $506 million, for a total of
$8.4 billion.

We know that children are most like-
ly to engage in risky behavior in the
hours just after school. Congress has
responded by increasing support for
after-school programs by 87 percent
this year, to $851 million. This increase
will help more children stay out of
trouble after school and get extra help
with their schoolwork.

The bill also provides an additional
$91 million, for a total of $225 million,
to support state and local efforts to
turn around low-performing schools.

Vocational and technical education
programs received $1.240 billion, a $48
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million increase, to improve programs
that give students skills they need in
order to meet the demands of the new
high tech workforce.

College students will also receive
much needed support under this bill.
The GEAR UP programs will receive
$295 million, an increase of $95 million,
and TRIO programs will receive $730
million, a $85 million increase, to help
more low-income and minority middle
and high school students prepare for
college and succeed in college.

Of all high school students in Boston,
80 percent of them now are tied into
colleges. We have 12 different colleges
that are tied into the high schools,
where they are not just taking the in-
dividuals who show promise, which the
TRIO Program does and does with ex-
traordinary success, but to try to take
the whole class together and move the
whole class up. It is a relatively new
concept and one which has worked very
successfully in the several pilot areas
where it has been tried. We are finding
extraordinary response, positive re-
sponse from colleges that engage in
this undertaking, and extraordinary re-
sponse from the schools. | think it will
be one of the more important programs
to enhance academic achievement for
high school students.

This legislation will also enable more
undergraduate and graduate students
to pay for college through part-time
work assistance because the Federal
Work Study program received a $77
million increase.

This bill also strengthens Pell
Grants, enabling many more students
to take advantage of them. The max-
imum grant is increasing by $450—from
$3,300 to $3,750. Because there are so
many young people who, even though
they are eligible for the maximum Pell
Grant, just couldn’t make it with the
lower maximum, this is perhaps the
most important educational enhance-
ment we have. It recognizes that many
children are advantaged in their aca-
demic achievement and accomplish-
ment but disadvantaged in the amount
of resources they have.

EARLY LEARNING

As we strengthen our commitment to
quality education at the elementary,
secondary, and college levels, a strong
body of research challenges us to
broaden our commitment to education
as well. Education is a continuum that
begins at birth and continues long
after graduation. On the birth-to-kin-
dergarten side, we have much work to
do. For the sake of each child, the na-
tion, and our education system itself,
all children must have access to the
early learning opportunities that will
enable them to enter school ready to
learn.

Today, 12 million children under age
five have mothers who work outside
the home. Yet many of these children
are assigned to waiting lists instead of
quality early learning programs be-
cause federal funding isn’t adequate to
meet existing needs, and more and
more parents are accepting the respon-
sibility of work under welfare reform.
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