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Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives regarding the benefits
of mentoring.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JANUARY 23, 2002

Mr. OSBORNE (for himself, Mr. BOEINER, Mr. GEORGE MILLER of Cali-
fornia, Ms. McCorLrLuM, Mrs. ROUKEMA, Mr. McKrON, Mr. KELLER,
Mr. ForD, Mrs. DAvIS of California, Mr. BEREUTER, Mrs. MORELLA,
Mrs. MEEK of Florida, Mr. FATTAI, Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico, Mr.
ROGERS of Michigan, Mr. Scoirr, Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, Mr.
CasTLE, Mr. FLETCHER, Ms. CARSON of Indiana, and Mr. FORBES) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce

JANUARY 23, 2002
Committee on Education and the Workforce discharged; considered under
suspension of the rules and agreed to

RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives

regarding the benefits of mentoring.

Whereas the future course of the United States depends on

its children and youth;

Whereas educated, confident, and nurtured children will

make our Nation stronger;

Whereas research has shown that mentoring measurably af-

fects young people by increasing school attendance, im-



2

proving rates of secondary school graduation and college
attendance, decreasing involvement with drugs and alco-

hol, and decreasing violent behavior;

Whereas considerable numbers of our Nation’s children face
difficult circumstances: 1 out of 4 children lives with only
1 parent; 1 out of 10 children is born to teenaged par-
ents; 1 out of 5 children lives in poverty; and 1 out of

10 children will not finish secondary school;

Whereas mentoring is a proven, effective strategy to combat
such circumstances by matching a caring, responsible
adult with a child to provide guidance, stability, and di-
rection to the child and to build the child’s confidence;

Whereas 1t 1s estimated that more than 16,000,000 children
in the United States need or want a mentor but men-
toring programs nationwide serve at most 750,000 of
such children;

Whereas a coalition of mentoring organizations have des-
ignated January as National Mentoring Month;

Whereas the establishment of a National Mentoring Month
would emphasize the importance of mentoring and recog-
nize with praise and gratitude the many individuals in

the United States who are involved with mentoring; and

Whereas the establishment of a National Mentoring Month
would encourage more individuals to volunteer as men-
tors, to the benefit of our Nation’s children: Now, there-

fore, be 1t
1 Resolved, That 1t is the sense of the House of Rep-

2 resentatives that mentoring relationships can benefit
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1 America’s youth and result in improved school attendance

2 and academic achievement.
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