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To require the Secretary of the Interior to establish a program to provide
assistance through States to eligible weed management entities to control
or eradicate harmful, nonnative weeds on public and private land.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JANUARY 29, 2001
Mr. Craig (for himself, Mr. Dascurg, Mr. Bavcus, Mr BURNs, Mr.
CONRAD, Mr. CraPO, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. JonNsoN, Mr. SMITII of Oregon,
Mr. INnOUYE, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. ALLARD,
Mr. ENsiGN, Ms. CANTWELL, and Mr. HAGEL) introduced the following
bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources

SEPTEMBER 17, 2002
Reported by Mr. BINGAMAN, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To require the Secretary of the Interior to establish a pro-
eram to provide assistance through States to eligible
weed management entities to control or eradicate harm-

ful, nonnative weeds on public and private land.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tiwves of the United States of America in Congress assembled,



1 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
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4 SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.
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Hohs:

it is at the loeal level that persens feel the loss
fore have the oreatest motivation to take effeetive
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3
4 to leverage additional fands from a vartety
plant ecommunities by abatine threueh a variety of
weeeds:

24 SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

25
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the Seeretary of the Tnterior:

3} SeapE—The term “State” menns ench of
the several States of the Hnited States: the Distriet
of Cokimbins the Commonwentth of Prerto Rieo; the
Viroin fslands Guam the Commonwenlth of the

SEC. 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM:
SEC. 5. ADVISORY COMMITTEE.
naed alleeation of funds to States under seetion 6 and
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10 Committee shall be 4 vears:

11 PR N —

12 4 v eERAE—A member of the Advisery
13 Comtittee shall recsive no compensation or the
15 2 FRAvEL £ member of the Ad-
18 anthorized for an emplovee of an ageney under sub-
19 chapter $ of chapter 57 of title 5; United States
20 Code; while avway from the home or reeular place of
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21 btstiess of the wetber t1 the perfortmttee of the
22 thities o the Advisory Cotiiter:

25 apphy o the Advisory Cotrittes,
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6
SEG: 6: ALELOCATION OF FUNDS TO STATES:

atnotnt of funds aHoeated to a State for a fiseal vear
weed problem or potential problem i the State; or
tes oo State are ehetble for base pavents under
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7
1 SEC. 7 USE OF FUNDS ALLOCATED TO STATES.

3 of faneds vinder seetion 6 for o fseat venr shatl nse—

4 1 not more than 25 pereent of the alloeation
6 ehHE e eeordhttee seith stthseetion s o

7 2} not less than 75 pereent of the allocation to
10 h Bast ParseNes—

12 £ By aENERAE—DBase paviients ander
13 subseetion faH) shall be used by weed man-
14 agement entittes—

15 B to pay the Federal share of the
17 stbseetion () that are seleeted by the
18 State i aceordanee with stthseetion idbs o
19 ) for any other purpese relatine to
20 the aetivittes of the sweed mataeement e
21 tittes; subjeet to ewdehnes estabhshed by
22 the State:

23 +H+ Febikab sHkE—trder seabpatoa-
24 oraph G4 the Federal share of the cost of ear-
26 shedt not exeeed 50 pereent:
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or

edtention coneernine the need to eontrol or
entity reeerves a base payment; provide to the
State a deseription of—

whieh the enty recerves a base pavient; pro-
b a deseription of the activities ear-

Fear—

b
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A the results of ench sueh netivity:
arnreh
ments; and eonform to saeh process for deter
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ated
B submit to the State a deseription of

ment entity may use & base payment or finanerd

seleet projeets for fundine under this seetion on &

nralsalel
7 N
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valtes)—
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vent or resolve the problem; or merease knowl
tare;

the project;

provide a comprehenstve approach to the eon-
duee the total population of a harmfal; nen-
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12
dressed throueh & project usine a base payment
et avvard to carry ont a projeet to address the
1 State if the entity meets the requivements of
& base payment or finanetal award reeerved

whder this seetion to earey ont o project to eontrol

or eradieate weeds on any puble or private land
with the approval of the owner or operator of the

40k A z « TG / nialsalal
TR NONFOES WEEDS 6R OvRERE PRESES—

may not be used to earry out a projeet to eontrol or
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ecent of the fands made available under seetion & for a
SEC: 8. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Noxious Weed Control
Act of 20027,
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) Noxious WEED.—The term “noxious weed”
has the same meaning as in the Plant Protection Act
(7 U.S.C. 7702(10)).

(2) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” means
the Secretary of the Interior.

(3) STATE.—The term “State” means each of the
several States of the United States, the District of Co-
lumbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin
Islands, Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, and any other territory or posses-

sion of the United States.
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(4) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term “Indian tribe” has
the meaning given the term in section 4 of the Indian

Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (25

U.S.C. 4500).

(5) WEED MANAGEMENT ENTITY.—The term

“weed management entity” means an entity that—

(A) 1s recognized by the State in which vt
15 established;

(C) 1s established for the purpose of control-
ling or eradicating harmful, invasive weeds and
mereasing public knowledge and education con-
cerning the need to control or eradicate harmful,
muvasive weeds; and

(D) 1s multijurisdictional and multidisci-
plinary in nature.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.

The Secretary shall establish a program to provide fi-
nancial assistance through States to eligible weed manage-
ment entities to control or eradicate weeds. In developing
the program, the Secretary shall consult with the National
Invasive Species Council, the Invasive Species Advisory
Commattee, representatives from States and Indian tribes
with weed management entities or that have particular
problems with noxious weeds, and public and private enti-

tes with experience in noxious weed management.
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SEC. 4. ALLOCATION OF FUNDS TO STATES AND INDIAN

TRIBES.

The Secretary shall allocate funds to States to provide
Junding to weed management entities to carry out projects
approved by States to control or eradicate weeds on the
basis of the severity or potential severity of the noxious weed
problem, the extent to which the Federal funds will be used
to leverage non-Federal funds, the extent to which the State
has made progress in addressing noxious weed problems,
and such other factors as the Secretary deems relevant. The
Secretary shall provide special consideration for States with
approved weed management entities established by Indian
tribes, and may provide an additional allocation to a State
to meet the particular needs and projects that such a weed
management entity will address.

SEC. 5. ELIGIBILITY AND USE OF FUNDS.

(a) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary shall prescribe re-
quirements for applications by States for funding, includ-
g provisions for auditing of and reporting on the use of
Junds and criteria to ensure that weed management entities
recognized by the States are capable of carrying out
projects, monitoring and reporting on the use of funds, and
are knowledgeable about and experienced in noxious weed
management and represent private and public interests ad-
versely affected by noxious weeds. Eligible activities for
SJunding shall include—

S 198 RS



16

1 (1) applied research to solve locally significant
2 weed management problems and solutions, except that
3 such research may not exceed 8 percent of the avaail-
4 able funds i any year;

5 (2) incentive payments to encourage the forma-
6 tion of mew weed management entities, except that
7 such payments may not exceed 25 percent of the
8 avarlable funds in any year; and

9 (3) projects relating to the control or eradication
10 of noxiwous weeds, including education, inventories
11 and mapping, management, monitoring, and similar
12 activities, including the payment of the cost of per-
13 sonnel and equipment that promote such control or
14 eradication, and other activities to promote such con-
15 trol or eradication, if the results of the activities are
16 disseminated to the public.
17 (b) PROJECT SELECTION.—A State shall select projects

18 for funding to a weed management entity on a competitive

19 basis considering—

20 (1) the seriousness of the noxious weed problem
21 or potential problem addressed by the project;

22 (2) the likelihood that the project will prevent or
23 resolve the problem, or increase knowledge about re-
24 solving similar problems in the future;
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(3) the extent to which the payment will leverage

non-Federal funds to address the noxious weed prob-
lem addressed by the project;

(4) the extent to which the weed management en-
tity has made progress in addressing noxious weed
problems;

(5) the extent to which the project will provide
a comprehensive approach to the control or eradi-
cation of noxious weeds;

(6) the extent to which the project will reduce the
total population of a noxious weed;

(7) the extent to which the project uses the prin-
ciples of integrated vegetation management and sound
science; and

(8) such other factors that the State determines
to be relevant.

(¢) INFORMATION AND REPORT.—ASs a condition of the

receipt of funding, States shall require such information

19 from grant recipients as necessary and shall submit to the

20
21
22
23
24
25

Secretary a report that describes the purposes and results
of each project for which the payment or award was used,
by not later than 6 months after completion of the projects.

(d) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of any
project or activity approved by a State or Indian tribe

under this Act may not exceed 50 percent unless the State
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meets criteria established by the Secretary that accommo-
dates situations where a higher percentage is necessary to
meet the needs of an underserved area or addresses a critical
need that cannot be met otherwise.

SEC. 6. LIMITATIONS.

(a) LANDOWNER CONSENT; LAND UNDER CULTIVA-
TION.—Any activity involving real property, either private
or public, may be carried out under this Act only with the
consent of the landowner and no project may be undertaken

on property that 1s devoted to the cultiwation of row crops,

Sfruats, or vegetables.

(b) COMPLIANCE WITH STATE LAW.—A weed manage-
ment entity may carry out a project to address the noxious
weed problem in more than one State only if the entity
meets the requirements of the State laws in all States in
which the entity will undertake the project.

(¢c) USE OF FUNDS.—Funding under this Act may not
be used to carry out a project—

(1) to control or eradicate animals, pests, or sub-
merged or floating noxious aquatic weeds; or

(2) to protect an agricultural commodity (as de-
fined wn section 102 of the Agricultural Trade Act of

1978 (7 U.S.C. 5602)) other than—
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(A) lwestock (as defined in section 602 of

the Agricultural Trade Act of 1949 (7 U.S.C.
1471); or
(B) an anvmal- or insect-based product.
SEC. 7. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PROGRAMS.

Assistance authorized under this Act s intended to
supplement, and not replace, assistance available to weed
management entities, areas, and districts for control or
eradication of harmful, invasive weeds on public lands and
private lands, including funding available under the Pull-
g Together Initiative of the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation; and the provision of funds to any entity under
this Act shall have no effect on the amount of any payment
recetved by a county from the Federal Government under
chapter 69 of title 31, United States Code (commonly
known as the Payments in Lieu of Taxes Act).

SEC. 8. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

To carry out this Act there is authorized to be appro-
priated to the Secretary $100,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2002 through 20006, of which not more than 5 percent
of the funds made available for a fiscal year may be used
by the Secretary for administrative costs of Federal agen-

Cles.
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