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To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve programs for homeless
veterans, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

APRIL 6, 2001
Mr. WELLSTONE (for himself, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. DAYTON, Ms. STABENOW,
Mr. DoreaN, Mr. KeNNEDY, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr.
DascorLg, Mr. REID, Mr. JOONSON, Mr. KERRY, Mr. BINGAMAN, and
Mr. CorzINE) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and re-
ferred to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
OCTOBER 11, 2001
Reported by Mr. ROCKEFELLER, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve programs

for homeless veterans, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tiwves of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
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Buadeet Office foreeasts a Federal budeet surphas of
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1) & puabhe or private place not de-
stened for; or ordinartly used as; a regnlar
means an eptity i reeeipt of a erant under seetion
note):
SEC. 3. NATIONAL GOAL TO END HOMELESSNESS AMONG
VETERANS:
be a natitonal eoal to end homelessness amone veterans
within a deeades
& deeatte:
SEC: 4. ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON HOMELESS VETERANS:.
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SEC. 5 MEETINGS OF INTERAGENCY COUNCIL ON THE

HOMELESS.

SEC. 6. EVALUATION OF HOMELESS PROGRAMS.
retary shall sabmit to Coneress on an annual basis a re-
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6 Veterans program (HEHV-

7 2 hdortnrtot ahott the veterhs eottbeted
10 otat

11 4 Infermation about program treatment out-
12 cotes tnder that proeram:

13 5 Information abott supported housine pro-
14 eras:

15 6 Iformmtion about the Departiment’s erant
16 whd pet diet provider prootat

18 relevtt H assessthe the proetats

20 1) of title 38; United States Code; 1s amended—
22 after “to make an’ atd

23 23 by adding at the end the followine new
24 paragraph:
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5 SEC. 7. CHANGES IN VETERANS EQUITABLE RESOURCE AL-
6 LOCATION METHODOLOGY.

10 ienated as “complex eare” within the Veterans Eequitable
11 Resouree Alloeation system:

12 ) Eare provided to veterans enroled n the
15 £24 Contitots ente 1 hotreless  ehrontents
16 ety HE veterns proctatns:

17 3> Continnons eare within speetalized pro-

20 stanee wse disorders:
21  Contintons therapy combined with sheltered
23 ment for substanee use disorders:
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SEG: 8: PER DIEM PAYMENTS FOR FURNISHING SERVICES
TO HOMELESS VETERANS.
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SEC: 9. GRANT PROGRAM FOR HOMELESS VETERANS WITH
SPECIAL NEEDS:
t2) are 50 years of age or older;
order;
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seetion Grants under this seetion to a health eare faetlity
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VETERANS AT RISK OF HOMELESSNESS.
Veterans Health Administration to inttiate a coordinated

Stpport programs:
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6 and veterans eenters:
8 paragraph {1 the Seeretary shall; to the extent prae-
10 suttotss Hehrditte the Brrean of Prisotss State socttd sets-
11 tee aneenetes; the Departmient of Defense; and mentad
14 veterans who are homeless or at risk of homeless-
15 Hess:
16 B33 te enordinate appropriate ontrench detivi-
17 ttes with those organizations; and

18 HG to coorditinte setviees provided o veterahs

20 SEC. 1. TREATMENT TRIALS IN INTEGRATED MENTAL

21 HEALTH SERVICES DELIVERY.
22 o Esrapristaye—The Seeretary of Veterans

24 mnental helth servtees debiverys Faeh soeh tetad shall be
25 enrrted ont at a Departinent of Veterans MPates medieat
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3> Development of a comprehensive; mtegrated
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dental services and treatment of a dental eondition or dis-

& veteran who 15—

(1 enrolled for eare wnder seetion 1705(n) of
any of the followine settines:
) A domicitinry whder seetion 1710 of
(B} A therapentie residence under seetion
1772 of sueh title:

*S 739 RS



© 00 N O O B~ W N PP

N N DN DN DD P PP PPk PR PP
aa A W N P O ©W 00 N O 0o b W N B O

25
wdes fands for a erant and per diem provider:

erahs H o mather stntar to the manher 1 whieh prinarey
than F35.000.000 fas adinsted Fron thie to e nndey
stbseetion (b)) to earry ot the transitional housine erant

*S 739 RS



© 00O N O 0o B~ W N P

N N DN DN DD DN P PP PPk PR PP
aa A W N P O ©W 00 N O 0o b W N B+~ O

26

*S 739 RS



© 00 N O 0o B~ W N PP

N NN NN R P R R R R RR R e
5E W N P O © 0 N O O A W N R O

27

*S 739 RS



28
2 (1) Seetion 4103Ate) of title 38; United States Code: is
3 amended by adding at the end the followine new para-
4 eraph:
10 24 Seetton HOHbBY of sueh Hte s amended—
11 ) by strikine Sand? at the end of paraceaph
12 aty:
13 B) by strikine the period at the end of para-
15 () by addine at the end the followine new
16 paragraph:
17 ) ecoorditmte serviees provided to veterans
18 with trainine assistanee for veterans provided by en-
20 of the MeKinney-Vento Homeless Assistanee Aet (42
21 s HHe=

22 SEC. 15. LIFE SAFETY CODE FOR GRANT AND PER DIEM

23 PROVIDERS.
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SEC. 16. TRANSITIONAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS PILOT PRO-
GRAM:
orre regional offtee located i & laree urban area and at
veteran i3 physteally present i the eeographie area of a
and the veteran—
H 5 a veteran of a pertod of war or; Hf not =
veteran of o pertod of wwar; meets Hhe mintmnm serv-
days was released; from an mstitution; meladine &
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hosptal;, & penad mstitution; a homeless shelter; or
a faetity of & erant and per diem provider;

3 18 & homeless veteran or was a homeless vet-
veteran may be provided a transttional assistanee erant
atee has a elatm pendine with the Seeretary for serviee-
&) the date on which a deeiston on the elaim s made
periott beginning on the date of expiration of ehgibility
prraeraph (1 shall be terminnted H as determiined by the
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monthly meome of the veteran for a month exeeeds twiee
of & erant provided under this seetion to an ehetble vet-
Frtted States Codes # the veteth Bad o pertatett and
{2) Onee eliethility for a erant under this seetion has
are payable to a veteran with respeet to a month for whieh
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SECG: 18: HOME LOAN PROGRAM FOR MANUFACTURED

HOUSING:

“With respeet to o veterat who; as determited by the See-

of a mantfactired home telude ownership or purehase

of a lot by the veteran to which the home 15 to be perma-

SEG: 19: EXTENSION OF HOMELESS VETERANS REINTEGRA-
TION PROGRAM.
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TrrLE—This Act may be cited as the
“Heather French Henry Homeless Veterans Assistance Act”.
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for

this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Findings; definition.

Sec. 3. National goal to end homelessness among veterans.

Sec. 4. Advisory Committee on Homeless Veterans.

Sec. 5. Meetings of Interagency Council on the Homeless.

Sec. 6. Evaluation of programs and activities regarding homeless veterans.
Sec. 7. Per diem payments for furnishing services to homeless veterans.
Sec. 8. Dental care for homeless veterans.

Sec. 9. Programmatic expansions.

Sec. 10. Various authorities.
Sec. 11. Life safety code for grant and per diem providers.
Sec. 12. Assistance for grant applications.
Sec. 13. Extension of homeless veterans reintegration program.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS; DEFINITION.
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following findings:
(1) On the field of battle, the members of the
Armed Forces who defend the Nation are honor-bound
to leave no one behind and, likewise, the Nation is
honor-bound to leave no veteran behind.
(2) The Department of Veterans Affairs report
known as the Community Homeless Assessment, Local

Education, and Networking Groups for Veterans

(CHALENG) assessment, issued in May 2000, reports

*S 739 RS



© 00O N O 0o B~ W N PP

N N DN DN DD DN P PP PP PP PP
aa A WO N P O ©W 00 N O O b W N B O

36
that during 1999 there were an estimated 344,983
homeless veterans, an increase of 34 percent above the
1998 estimate of 256,872 homeless veterans.

(3) The 1996 National Survey of Homeless As-
sistance Providers and Clients found that, although
veterans constitute only 13 percent of the adult popu-
lation, veterans comprise 23 percent of homeless cli-
ents.

(4) Homelessness among veterans 1s persistent
despite unprecedented economic growth and job cre-
ation and general prosperity.

(5) While there are many effective programs that
assist homeless veterans to again become productive
and self-sufficient members of society, current re-
sources provided to such programs and other activi-
ties that assist homeless veterans are inadequate to
provide all needed essential services, assistance, and
support to homeless veterans.

(6) The CHALENG assessment referred to in
paragraph (2) reports—

(A) that Department of Veterans Affairs
and community providers were responsible for
establishing almost 500 beds for homeless wvet-
erans during 2000, including emergency, transi-

twonal, and permanent beds; and
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37
(B) that there is a need for about 45,724
additional beds to meet current needs of homeless
veterans.

(7) Nearly four decades ago, the Nation estab-
lished a goal of sending a man to the moon and re-
turning him safely to earth within a decade and ac-
complished that goal, and the Nation can do no less
to end homelessness among the Nation’s veterans.

(b) HOMELESS VETERAN DEFINED.—In this Act, the
term “homeless veteran™ means a veteran who is homeless
(as that term 1is defined in section 103(a) of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11302(a)).

SEC. 3. NATIONAL GOAL TO END HOMELESSNESS AMONG
VETERANS.

(a) NATIONAL GoAL—Congress hereby declares it to
be a national goal to end homelessness among veterans with-
m a decade.

(b) COOPERATIVE EFFORTS ENCOURAGED.—Congress
hereby encourages all departments and agencies of Federal,
State, and local governments, quasi-governmental organiza-
tions, private and public sector entities, including commau-
nity-based organizations, and individuals to work coopera-

tively to end homelessness among veterans within a decade.
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SEC. 4. ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON HOMELESS VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 5 of title 38, United States
Jode, 1s amended by adding at the end the following new
section:
“§546. Advisory Committee on Homeless Veterans

“la)(1) There s established in the Department the Ad-
visory Committee on Homeless Veterans (hereinafter in this
section referred to as the ‘Commattee’).

“(2) The Committee shall consist of not more than 15

members appointed by the Secretary from among the fol-

lowing:

“(A) Veterans service organizations.

“(B) Advocates of homeless veterans and other
homeless individuals.

“(C) Community-based providers of services to
homeless individuals.

“(D) Previously homeless veterans.

“(E) State veterans affairs officials.

“(F) Experts in the treatment of individuals
with mental illness.

“(G) Experts in the treatment of substance use
disorders.

“(H) Ezxperts in the development of permanent
housing alternatives for lower income populations.

“(1) Experts in vocational rehabilitation.
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“tJ) Such other organizations or groups as the
Secretary considers appropriate.

“(3) The Commattee shall include, as ex officio
members—

“(A) the Secretary of Labor (or a representative
of the Secretary selected after consultation with the
Assistant Secretary of Labor for Veterans’ Employ-
ment and Training);

“(B) the Secretary of Defense (or a representa-
twe of the Secretary);

“(C) the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
1ces (or a representative of the Secretary); and

“(D) the Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (or a representative of the Secretary).

“(4) The Secretary shall determine the terms of service
and pay and allowances of the members of the Commiattee,
except that a term of service may not exceed three years.
The Secretary may reappoint any member for additional
terms of service.

“(b)(1) The Secretary shall, on a reqular basis, consult
with and seek the advice of the Commattee with respect to
the provision by the Department of benefits and services to
homeless veterans.

“(2)(A) In providing advice to the Secretary under

this subsection, the Committee shall—
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“(1) assemble and review information relating to
the needs of homeless veterans;

“(11) provide an on-going assessment of the effec-
tweness of the policies, organizational structures, and
services of the Department in assisting homeless vet-
erans; and

“(111) provide on-going advice on the most ap-
propriate means of providing assistance to homeless
veterans.

“(3) The Commattee shall—

“(A) review the continuum of services provided
by the Department, whether directly or by contract,
m order to define cross-cutting issues and to improve
coordination of all services wn the Department that
address the special needs of homeless veterans;

“(B) identify (through annual assessments under
section 1774 of this title and other available re-
sources) gaps in programs of the Department in serv-
g homeless veterans, including identification of geo-
graphic areas with unmet needs, and provide rec-
ommendations to address those gaps;

“(C) adentify gaps in existing information sys-
tems on homeless veterans, both within and outside
the Department, and provide recommendations about

redressing problems in data collection;
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“(D) identify barriers under existing laws and
policies to effective coordination by the Department
with other Federal agencies and with State and local
agencies addressing homeless populations;

“(E) identify opportunities for enhanced liaison
by the Department with nongovernmental organiza-
tions and mdividual groups addressing homeless pop-
ulations;

“(F) with appropriate officials of the Depart-
ment designated by the Secretary, participate with
the Interagency Council on the Homeless under title
11 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
(42 U.S.C. 11311 et seq.);

“(G) recommend appropriate funding levels for
specialized programs for homeless veterans provided
or funded by the Department;

“(H) recommend appropriate placement options
Jor veterans who, because of advanced age, frailty, or
severe mental illness, may not be appropriate can-
didates for vocational rehabilitation or independent
liwing; and

“(I) perform such other functions as the Sec-
retary may direct.

“(c)(1) Not later than March 31 of each year, the Com-

25 mittee shall submit to the Secretary a report on the pro-
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grams and activities of the Department that relate to home-
less veterans during the preceding year. Each such report
shall include—

“(A) an assessment of the needs of homeless vet-
erans;

“(B) a review of the programs and activities of
the Department designed to meet such needs, includ-
mg the evaluation of outreach activities required
under paragraph (2);

“(C) a review of the activities of the Commattee;
and

“(D) such recommendations (including rec-
ommendations for administrative and legislative ac-
tion) as the Committee considers appropriate.

“(2)(A) The Committee shall include wn each report
under paragraph (1) an evaluation of the outreach activi-
ties of the Department with respect to homeless veterans,
mcluding outreach regarding clinical issues and outreach
regarding other benefits.

“(B) The Commattee shall conduct each evaluation
under this paragraph in consultation with the Under Sec-
retary for Benefits, the Under Secretary for Health, the Re-
adjustment Counseling Service, the Director of Homeless
Veterans Programs, and the Mental Health Strategic
Health Care Group.
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“(C) In including an evaluation under this paragraph
m a report under paragraph (1), the Committee shall set
Jorth in the report the following:

“(1) The results of the evaluation.

“(i1) Any recommendations that the Committee
considers appropriate to improve the outreach activi-
ties of the Department with respect to homeless vet-
erans, including recommendations for enhanced inter-
agency cooperation and enhanced cooperation between
the Department and appropriate community organi-
zations and recommendations for additional activities
to complement, supplement, or otherwise eliminate de-
Jficiencies i the outreach activities.

“(3) Not later than 90 days after the receipt of a report
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall transmit to the
Commattees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and House
of Representatives a copy of the report, together with any
comments and recommendations concerning the report that
the Secretary considers appropriate.

“(4) The Committee may also submit to the Secretary
such other reports and recommendations as the Committee
considers appropriate.

“(5) The Secretary shall include with each annual re-
port submatted to Congress pursuant to section 529 of this

title a summary of all reports and recommendations of the
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Jommattee submitted to the Secretary since the previous an-
nual report of the Secretary submaitted pursuant to that sec-
tion.

“(d)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the pro-
vistons of the Federal Advisory Commattee Act (5 U.S.C.
App.) shall apply to the activities of the Commaittee under
this section.

“(2) Section 14 of such Act shall not apply to the Com-
mittee.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections at
the beginning of such chapter is amended by adding at the

end the following new item:

“546. Advisory Committee on Homeless Velerans.”.
SEC. 5. MEETINGS OF INTERAGENCY COUNCIL ON THE
HOMELESS.

Section 202(c) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 11312(c)) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

“(c) MEETINGS.—The Council shall meet at the call
of its Chairperson or a majority of its members, but not
less often than annually.”.

SEC. 6. EVALUATION OF PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES RE-
GARDING HOMELESS VETERANS.

(a) EvALUATION CENTERS.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall support the continuation within the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs of at least one center for eval-
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wation to monitor the structure, process, and outcome of
programs of the Department that address homeless veterans.

(b) ANNUAL REPORT ON PROCESSING OF BENEFITS
JLAIMS.—The Secretary shall submit to Congress on an an-
nual basis a report on the programs and activities of the
Veterans Benefits Administration in processing of claims
Jor benefits of homeless veterans during the preceding year.
Each report shall include, for the year covered by such re-
port, the following:

(1) Information on costs, expenditures, and
workload of Veterans Benefits Administration claims
evaluators in processing claims for benefits of home-
less veterans.

(2) Information on the filing of clavms for bene-
fits by homeless veterans.

(3) Information on efforts undertaken to expedite
the processing of claims for bemefits of homeless vet-
erans.

(4) Any other information that the Secretary
considers appropriate.

(¢) ANNUAL REPORT ON HEALTH CARE.—The Sec-
retary shall submit to Congress on an annual basis a report
on programs of the Department addressing health care
needs of homeless veterans. The Secretary shall include in

each such report the following:
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(1) Information about expenditures, costs, and
workload under the Department of Veterans Affairs
program known as the Health Care for Homeless Vet-
erans program (HCHYV).

(2) Information about the wveterans contacted
through the program.

(3) Information about processes under the pro-
gram.

(4) Information about program treatment out-
comes under the program.

(5) Other anformation the Secretary considers
relevant in assessing the program.

(6) Information about supported housing pro-
grams.

(7) Information about the grant and per diem
provider program of the Department.

(d) ANNUAL PROGRAM ASSESSMENT.—Section 1774(b)

of title 38, United States Code, 1s amended—

(1) wn paragraph (1), by inserting “annual”
after “to make an”; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

“(6) The Secretary shall review each annual assess-

24 ment under this subsection, and shall consolidate the find-
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mgs and conclusions of such assessments into an annual

report which the Secretary shall submat to Congress.”.

SEC. 7. PER DIEM PAYMENTS FOR FURNISHING SERVICES
TO HOMELESS VETERANS.

(a) INCREASE IN RATE OF PER DIEM PAYMENTS.—
Section 4(a) of the Homeless Veterans Comprehensive Serv-
1ce Programs Act of 1992 (38 U.S.C. 7721 note) is amended
by striking “at such rates” and all that follows through
“homeless veteran—""and inserting the following: “at the
same rates as the rates authorized for State homes for domi-
ciliary care provided under section 1741 of title 38, United

States Code, for services furnished to homeless vet-

erans—"".
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made by sub-
section (a) shall take effect on the first day of the first fiscal

year beginning after the date of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 8. DENTAL CARE FOR HOMELESS VETERANS.

Section 1712(a)(1)(H)(ww) of title 38, United States
Jode, 1s amended by inserting “(including a homeless vet-
eran)” after “for a veteran”.

SEC. 9. PROGRAMMATIC EXPANSIONS.

(a) TRANSITIONAL HOUSING.—Effective October 1,
2001, section 12 of the Homeless Veterans Comprehensive
Service Programs Act of 1992 (38 U.S.C. 7721 note) is

amended to read as follows:
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“SEC. 12. FUNDING.

“la) AMOUNTS FOR GRANT AND PER DIEM PRO-

GRAMS.—From amounts appropriated for ‘Medical Care’

Jor any fiscal year, the Secretary may expend not more

than $55,000,000 (as adjusted from time to time under sub-
section (b)) to carry out the transitional housing grant and
per diem provider programs under sections 3 and 4 of this
Act.

“(b) PERIODIC INCREASES.—The amount in effect
under subsection (a) shall be increased for any fiscal year
by the overall percentage increase in the Medical Care ac-
count for that fiscal year over the preceding fiscal year.”.

(b) COMPREHENSIVE HOMELESS SERVICES PRO-
GRAM.—(1)(A) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall pro-
vide for the establishment of not less than five additional
centers for the provision of comprehensive services to home-
less veterans under section 1773(b) of title 38, United States
Code.

(B) In establishing additional centers under this para-
graph, the Secretary shall take into account the particular
needs of homeless veterans in each metropolitan area n
which the Secretary proposes to establish a center.

(C) The Secretary shall ensure that the services pro-
vided to homeless veterans at each center established under
this paragraph are tailored to the needs of homeless veterans

wn the metropolitan area in which such center is established.
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(2) Section 1773(b) of title 38, United States Code, 1is

amended by striking “not fewer than eight”.

(¢) PROGRAM EXPIRATION KXTENSION.—Sections
1771(b) and 1773(d) of title 38, United States Code, are
amended by striking “December 31, 2001 and inserting
“December 31, 2006”.

SEC. 10. VARIOUS AUTHORITIES.

(a) EMPLOYMENT PROGRAMS.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs may authorize homeless velerans receiving
care through vocational rehabilitation programs to partici-
pate in the compensated work therapy program.

(b) SUPPORTED HOUSING FOR VETERANS PARTICI-
PATING IN COMPENSATED WORK THERAPIES.—(1) The Sec-
retary may authorize homeless veterans in the compensated
work therapy program to be provided housing through the
therapeutic residence program under section 1772 of title

38, United States Code, or through grant and per diem pro-

viders.
(2) As used in this subsection, the term “grant and
per diem provider” means an entity in receipt of a grant

under section 3 or 4 of the Homeless Veterans Comprehen-
sive Service Programs Act of 1992 (38 U.S.C. 7721 note).

(¢) REPORT ON ASSIGNMENT OF HOMELESS COORDI-
NATORS AT VBA REGIONAL OFFICES.—(1) Not later than

120 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
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1 Secretary shall submit to the Committees on Veterans™ Af-

2 fairs of the Senate and the House of Representatives a re-

3 port on the assignment of Homeless Coordinators at the Re-

4 gional Offices of the Veterans Benefits Administration.
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(2) The report shall include the following:

(A) A list of the Regional Offices of the Veterans
Benefits Administration for which Homeless Coordi-
nators have been assigned.

(B) A description of the manner in which each
Regional Office listed under subparagraph (A) staffs
the assignment, whether as a collateral hire, by rota-
tion of staff, or by a full-time employee, including the
caseload of the position and the amount of time spent
on the caseload by each employee assigned to fulfill
the duties of the position.

(C) In the case of any Regional Offices for which
no Homeless Coordinator has been assigned, a de-
seription of the manner in which such Regional Office
addresses matters relating to homeless veterans.

(D) An evaluation of the demand for services of
Homeless Coordinators in the various Regional Of-
fices, including a statement of the Regional Offices

which have the greatest demand for such services.
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1 (d) COORDINATION OF EMPLOYMENT SERVICES.—(1)
2 Section 4103A(c) of title 38, United States Code, is amend-
3 ed by adding at the end the following new paragraph:
4 “(11) Coordination of services provided to vet-
5 erans with traiming assistance provided to veterans
6 by entities recewving financial assistance under sec-
7 tion 738 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
8 Act (42 U.S.C. 11448).”.
9 (2) Section 4104(D) of such title is amended—
10 (A) by striking “and” at the end of paragraph
11 (11);
12 (B) by striking the period at the end of para-
13 graph (12) and inserting *; and”; and
14 (C) by adding at the end the following new para-
15 graph:
16 “(13) coordinate services provided to veterans
17 with traiming assistance for veterans provided by en-
18 tities receiving financial assistance under section 738
19 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42
20 URS.C. 11448).”.

21 SEC. 11. LIFE SAFETY CODE FOR GRANT AND PER DIEM

22 PROVIDERS.
23 (a) NEW GRANTS.—Section 3(b)(5) of the Homeless

24 Veterans Comprehensive Service Programs Act of 1992 (38
25 U.S.C. 7721 note) is amended by striking “, but fire and

*S 739 RS



© 00 N O 0o B~ W N P

N NN NN R P R R R R RR R e
E W N B O © 0 N O O A W N R O

52
safety” and all that follows through “in carrying out the
grant” and inserting “and the fire and safety requirements
applicable under the Life Safety Code of the National Fire
Protection Association”.

(b) PREVIOUS GRANTEES.—Section 4 of such Act is
amended by adding at the end the following new subsection:

“le) LIFE SAFETY CODE.—(1) Except as provided in
paragraph (2), a per diem payment (or in-kind assistance
wm liew of per diem payments) may not be provided under
this section to a grant recipient unless the facilities of the
grant reciprent meet the fire and safety requirements appli-
cable under the Life Safety Code of the National Fire Pro-
tection Association.

“(2) During the five-year period beginning on the date
of the enactment of the Heather French Henry Homeless
Veterans Assistance Act, paragraph (1) shall not apply to
an entity that recewed a grant under section 3 before that
date 1f the entity meets fire and safety requirements estab-
lished by the Secretary.

“(3) From amounts available for purposes of this sec-
tion pursuant to section 12, not less than $5,000,000 shall
be used only for grants to assist entities covered by para-
graph (2) in meeting the Life Safety Code of the National

Fire Protection Association.”.
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SEC. 12. ASSISTANCE FOR GRANT APPLICATIONS.

(a) GRANT PROGRAM.—The Secretary of Veterans Af-
Jairs shall carry out a program to make technical assistance
grants to nonprofit community-based groups with experi-
ence in providing assistance to homeless veterans in order
to assist such groups in applying for grants relating to ad-
dressing problems of homeless veterans.

(b) FUNDING.—There is authorized to be appropriated
to the Secretary of Veterans Affavrs for each of fiscal years
2002 through 2006, $750,000 to carry outl the program
under this section.

SEC. 13. EXTENSION OF HOMELESS VETERANS REINTEGRA-
TION PROGRAM.

Section 4111(d)(1) of title 38, United States Code, 1is
amended by striking subparagraphs (C) and (D) and in-
serting the following:

“(C) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2002.
“(D) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2003.
“(E) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2004.
“(F) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2005.

“(G) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2006.”.
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