H8884

United States Constitution, which
vests the responsibility in this body, in
the House of Representatives, to regu-
late trade with foreign nations. It also
vests the power in the Congress to
make any necessary laws for the exer-
cise of that authority.

Secondly, I oppose Fast Track be-
cause it requires that these negotia-
tions, very detailed, complicated nego-
tiations, with great impact for not
only our generation but those to come,
it requires that these negotiations
occur in secret; not in open debate on
the floor of the House, but in secret.

I also oppose Fast Track because of
our own past experience. We have seen
what Fast Track has brought us, and
we have been shown that it is a poor
way to conduct, establish, and imple-
ment trade policy.

We have seen what it has done for
workers, both in the United States and
Mexico, through the example of
NAFTA. We see now multinational cor-
porations, General Motors, closing
down plants in the U.S. and moving
them over the border into Mexico,
where our own auto workers are now
forced to compete with auto workers in
Mexico making 67 cents an hour. That
is what Fast Track has brought us.

We have seen what it has brought to
our environment, where corporations
are continuing to seek to escape, avoid
and evade responsible environmental
standards in this country in order to go
to other countries and to make a prof-
it, make a profit by avoiding respon-
sible environmental behavior.

We have seen what it has done to our
food safety standards, where right now
in this country under Fast Track legis-
lation we can no longer keep out foods
that do not meet our own food safety
standards.

But last of all and most importantly,
I oppose Fast Track because I think it
is the single greatest threat to our rep-
resentative form of democracy. It
takes the power that has been vested in
this body as representatives of the vot-
ers and gives it to the United States
Trade Representative, who then,
through agreements again in secret,
delegates the authority to the World
Trade Organization in Geneva, Switzer-
land. I think every Member in this
body knows the chances of their own
constituents exercising any right to pe-
tition to the WTO representatives in
Geneva, Switzerland.

I think this is a bad policy for Amer-
ica. I think that we have a responsi-
bility here to our constituents. I know
they did not send me down here to give
away the rights of the constituents in
the Ninth Congressional District of
Massachusetts, and I assure you that
no Representative in this Congress has
been so directed by their people.

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. GEKAS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEKAS addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)
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THE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
HATE CRIMES PREVENTION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to encourage the Republican
leadership to bring the bill offered by
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS), H.R. 1343, The Local Law En-
forcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act,
to the House floor. It is time to take
action against crimes that are moti-
vated by hate.

I appreciate all of my colleagues that
are coming here this evening that are
going to take their time and to speak
in support of H.R. 1343.

In the past 3 months, crimes against
Muslims, Arabs, Sikhs, Southeast
Asians and anyone resembling these
nationalities have increased signifi-
cantly. The Council on Arab and Is-
lamic Relations has compiled more
than 1,400 reports of hate crimes since
September 11. This represents a 51 per-
cent increase in reported crimes
against those of Middle Eastern de-
scent since the attacks.

Our children are watching in horror
as they and their moms and their dads,
their brothers, their sisters and close
friends, are being harassed, spit on,
beaten and, even worse, killed. These
hate crimes are happening in their
neighborhoods, at their schools, and
their places of worship. This Congress
does not want to stand by and let our
children be subjected to this kind of
hate. We cannot. We should not. The
107th Congress must recognize the
problem at hand and must take effec-
tive measures to reverse this trend,
and we can do that by bringing H.R.
1343 forward.

The stories of these hate crime vic-
tims are disheartening. In Pough-
keepsie, New York, a high school stu-
dent was harassed and attacked while
another student yelled ‘“‘I hate you,
dirty Afghani,” as he pelted him with
rocks and plants.

In Dumfries, Virginia, a mother and
her son attacked two Afghani Amer-
ican brothers, age 16 and 17. During
school the son and a group of his
friends approached the two Afghani
teenagers and began taunting and hit-
ting them. The mother entered the
fight and hit the 17-year-old youth in
the head. Luckily, both boys escaped
into a neighbor’s home and luckily nei-
ther was seriously injured.

In San Mateo, California, a gasoline
bomb was thrown through the window
of a Sikh family’s home hitting a 3-
year-old. Fortunately, the bomb failed
to explode.

These stories are both unbelievable
and intolerable. But, sadly, these acts
of hate are rampant, and people of Mid-
dle Eastern descent are not the only
victims affected by ignorance and hate.

Just a week ago, a hate crime oc-
curred in my district. Three sopho-
mores at a high school in my district
assaulted a 17-year-old student because
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he was openly gay. The apparent leader
of the assault paid two other boys $10
each to beat up the victim. Our chil-
dren cannot be subjected to such vio-
lence and such hate.

No one in America should live in fear
because of his or her ethnic back-
ground, because of religious affiliation,
because of gender, disability or sexual
preference. This is especially true of
our children.

That is why it is important to pass
meaningful hate crime legislation, and
to pass it now. We need to strengthen
our existing laws, and we must protect
people against all hate crimes. We
must send a message, especially to our
children, that hateful behavior is
wrong and it will not be tolerated.

Our law enforcement officials need
vigorous tools to fight and prosecute
hate crimes. Yet existing Federal law
is inadequate. That is why I am a
strong supporter of the bill offered by
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS), the Local Law Enforcement
Hate Crimes Prevention Act.

For the first time under Federal law,
this measure would add sexual orienta-
tion, gender and disability. In addition,
it would expand Federal civil rights
law to allow prosecution of hate crimes
even if no federally protected activities
were involved, such as voting or at-
tending school. Also the bill would ex-
pand the circumstances under which
the Federal Government could offer as-
sistance to State and local govern-
ments to help prosecute these crimes.

Even though the bill is cosponsored
by over 200 bipartisan Members, it has
been cast aside. We must bring it to
the floor, and we must pass it now.

———

HONOR THE FALLEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Virginia (Mrs. JO ANN
DAVIS) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, today I would like to again
take up the effort to pay tribute and
honor the fallen who perished as a re-
sult of the attacks on September 11,
2001.

This growing list of over 3,000 names
is comprised of many of the victims of
the recent horrific attacks on our Na-
tion, including the firefighters and po-
licemen who willingly gave their lives
in an attempt to rescue others. I intend
to read these names for as many days
as it takes to bring honor and recogni-
tion to those individuals who lost their
lives or are still missing:

Alok Mehta; Raymond Meisenheimer;
Manuel Emilio Mejia; Antonio
Melendez; Mary Melendez; Manny
Melina; Christopher D. Mello; Yelena
Melnichenko; Stuart Todd Meltzer;
Diarelia J. Mena; Dora M. Menchaca;
Charles Mendez; Lizette Mendoza;
Shevonne Mentis; Wolfgang Menzel;
Steve Mercado; Wesley Mercer; Ralph
Mercurio; Alan H. Merdinger; Yamel
Merino; George Merino; Michael
Dermott Mullan; Dennis Michael Mul-
ligan; Peter Mulligan; Michael Joseph
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