
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S7555June 9, 2003
visit emergency departments with 
traumatic brain injuries suffered as a 
result of a fall; 16,000 of those people 
are hospitalized, and 4,000 die. By the 
year 2030, as the baby boomer genera-
tion is added to the ranks of the elder-
ly, the number of people over age 65 
will double, potentially doubling the 
current elder fall injury statistics. 

There are also significant costs asso-
ciated with such a large volume of fall-
related injuries among our nation’s 
senior citizens. Direct costs to the 
Medicaid and Medicare programs alone 
will exceed an estimated $32 billion in 
the year 2020. 

The Elder Fall Prevention Act of 2003 
takes a three-pronged approach to this 
problem. It will direct the Department 
of Health and Human Services to de-
velop public education on fall preven-
tion for the elderly, family members, 
caregivers, and others involved with 
the elderly. It further calls for an ex-
pansion of research on effective ap-
proaches to fall prevention and treat-
ment. Finally, the Elder Fall Preven-
tion Act requires an evaluation of the 
effect of falls on the costs of Medicare 
and Medicaid, as well as the potential 
for reducing those costs through edu-
cation, prevention and early interven-
tion. 

A wide variety of groups support this 
legislation, including the National 
Safety Council, the Emergency Nurses 
Association, the Assisted Living Fed-
eration of America, the American Geri-
atrics Society, the Brain Injury Asso-
ciation, the American Health Care As-
sociation, and many more. All of these 
groups should and will be partners in 
this comprehensive effort to address 
one of the leading causes of death and 
disability in the elderly. 

The largest generation in our na-
tion’s history is rapidly approaching 
retirement. Passing this bill into law 
will mean a better quality of life for 
them and for all our nation’s elderly. It 
will also help us reduce the cost of the 
Medicaid and Medicare programs for 
all Americans. 

I am looking forward to working on 
this bill in Committee and sending it 
on to the Senate floor for a vote. The 
sooner we act the sooner we can begin 
to work to prevent falls and help our 
nation’s elderly live safely and in bet-
ter health.

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to join Senator ENZI in intro-
ducing the Elder Fall Prevention Act 
of 2003. Falls are a serious public 
health problem that affect millions of 
seniors each year. This bill expands re-
search and education on elder falls to 
help keep seniors safe and in their own 
homes longer. 

The facts are staggering. One out of 
every three Americans over age 65 falls 
every year. In 2000, over 10,200 seniors 
died and approximately 1.6 million sen-
iors visited an emergency department 
as a result of a fall. Falls are the lead-
ing cause of injury deaths among sen-
iors, accounting for 64,000 traumatic 
brain injuries and 340,000 hip fractures 

each year. Falls can be financially dis-
astrous for families, and falls place a 
serious financial strain on our health 
care system. By 2020, senior falls are 
estimated to cost the health care sys-
tem more than $32 billion. 

These facts do not begin to tell the 
story of what falls can mean for seniors 
and their loved ones. Falls don’t dis-
criminate. Kay Graham was the victim 
of a fall. Many of us have friends or rel-
atives who have fallen. A fall can have 
a devastating impact on a person’s 
physical, emotional, and mental 
health. If an older woman loses her 
footing on her front porch steps, falls, 
and suffer a hip fracture, she would 
likely spend about two weeks in the 
hospital, and there is a 50 percent 
chance that she would not return home 
or live independently as a result of her 
injuries. 

Last year, I chaired a hearing of the 
Subcommittee on Aging on the prob-
lem of elder falls. The Subcommittee 
heard testimony from Lillie Marie 
Struchen, a 91-year-old woman who had 
recently fallen in her bathroom when 
she slipped on the tile. Lillie Marie 
could not reach the panic button in her 
apartment, and it took her some time 
before she could get to her feet and call 
for help. Lille Marie was lucky. She re-
covered from her fall and returned to 
her normal routines. She shared with 
the Subcommittee some steps that she 
and her family had taken to prevent fu-
ture falls, knowing that she may not be 
so lucky next time. 

These falls, like the ones that Lillie 
Marie and thousands of others suffer 
from each year, can be prevented. With 
some help, there are simple ways that 
seniors can improve the safety of their 
homes and make a fall far less likely. 
Home modifications like hand rails in 
the bathroom, rubber mats on slippery 
tile floors, and cordless telephones that 
seniors can keep nearby can make a big 
difference. Well-trained pharmacists 
can review medications to make sure 
that two drugs do not interact to cause 
dizziness and throw a senior off bal-
ance. 

That’s what this legislation is 
about—getting behind our Nation’s 
seniors and giving help to those who 
practice self-help. This bill creates 
public education campaigns for seniors, 
their families, and health care pro-
viders about how to prevent falls. It ex-
pands research on elder falls to develop 
better ways to prevent falls and to im-
prove the treatment and rehabilitation 
of elder falls victims. This legislation 
also requires an evaluation of the ef-
fect of falls on Medicare and Medicaid, 
to look at potentially reducing costs 
by expanding coverage to include fall-
related services. 

Reducing the number of falls will 
help seniors live longer, healthier, 
more independent lives. This bill has 
the strong support of the National 
Safety Council and has been supported 
in the past by over 30 national and 
local aging and safety organizations. I 
look forward to working with Senator 

ENZI and my colleagues on the Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee to get this bill signed into law.

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 162—
HONORING TRADESWOMEN 

Mrs. CLINTON (for herself, Mr. COL-
LINS, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. KENNEDY, and 
Ms. CANTWELL) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 162
Whereas women worked side by side with 

men for long shifts under dangerous condi-
tions to rescue individuals, remove debris, 
and prepare the sites for future use at 
Ground Zero, the Pentagon, and in the 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania field after the 
September 11th terrorist attacks; 

Whereas the number of tradeswoman has 
risen dramatically over the last 30 years, but 
remains startlingly low; 

Whereas while the number of women car-
penters has tripled since 1972, they still only 
represent 1.7 percent of workers in the occu-
pation; 

Whereas the number of electricians who 
are female has quadrupled over that same 
time period, yet women make up only 2.7 
percent of electricians; 

Whereas the number of women who are 
firefighters has increased by 6 fold, yet 
women account for only 3 percent of all fire-
fighters; 

Whereas the skilled trades industry is ex-
periencing a significant labor shortage, 
which will be exacerbated over the next 2 
decades as many skilled workers retire; 

Whereas the United States Department of 
Labor projects job growth in the skilled 
trades industry at 12.3 percent through the 
year 2010; 

Whereas the National Association of Manu-
facturers reports a projected need for 
10,000,000 new skilled workers by 2020, and 
the Associated General Contractors predicts 
a shortage of 250,000 skilled workers per 
year; 

Whereas the average age of a construction 
worker is 47; 

Whereas many women are employed in jobs 
that pay only a minimum wage and do not 
provide benefits, such as health insurance; 

Whereas 59 percent of women earn $8 per 
hour, and while women constitute 47 percent 
of the workforce, they make up 60 percent of 
the working poor; 

Whereas 44 percent of women are reported 
to be the sole supporter of themselves or 
their families; 

Whereas the majority of women are seg-
regated into 20 out of 440 occupations; 

Whereas women could increase their earn-
ings significantly by obtaining skills that 
allow them to become tradeswomen, for ex-
ample a journey level electrician will make 
over $1,000,000 more than a typical cashier in 
a 30-year career; 

Whereas women make up 77 percent of all 
wait staff who earn $6.55 an hour, on average, 
and only 5 percent of truck drivers who 
make an average of $17.50 an hour; and 

Whereas women need greater access to 
training and opportunities to participate in 
skilled trades occupations: Now, therefore, 
be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that— 

(1) there should be more attention paid to 
breaking down the barriers that women face 
in entering the skilled trades; and 
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(2) policymakers, labor unions, and indus-

try leaders should look at different labor 
pools to address existing and future skills 
shortages. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 50—EXPRESSING THE 
SENSE OF CONGRESS THAT 
THERE SHOULD BE ESTAB-
LISHED A NATIONAL TRUCK 
SAFETY MONTH TO RAISE PUB-
LIC AWARENESS ABOUT THE 
CONTRIBUTIONS, RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES, AND NEEDS OF TRUCK 
DRIVERS TO MAKE THE NA-
TION’S HIGHWAYS SAFER 

Mr. TALENT submitted the following 
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary: 

S. CON. RES. 50

Whereas over 2,000,000 long-haul trucks and 
138,000,000 automobiles share the Nation’s 
highways each day; 

Whereas the loss of more than 5,000 lives 
each year in accidents involving large trucks 
raises important safety issues; 

Whereas truck drivers, who experience 
more workplace fatalities than any other 
single occupation, are acutely aware of their 
responsibility to contribute to highway safe-
ty; 

Whereas long-haul truckers serve vital 
business just-in-time delivery schedules at 
great personal sacrifice, including driving at 
all times of the day and under adverse 
weather, road, and delivery conditions; 

Whereas the United States economy de-
pends upon the Nation’s long-haul truckers, 
who deliver 71 percent of the dollar value of 
freight hauled in the United States; 

Whereas truck safety has become the high-
est priority of the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration, and the Federal Gov-
ernment invests nearly $200,000,000 in truck 
safety enforcement activities each year; and 

Whereas truck drivers across the Nation 
have committed themselves to make June a 
model month for compliance with the truck 
safety rules: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That—

(1) it is the sense of Congress that there 
should be established a National Truck Safe-
ty Month to raise public awareness about the 
contributions, responsibilities, and needs of 
truck drivers to make the Nation’s highways 
safer; and 

(2) Congress requests that the President 
issue a proclamation commending all truck-
ers for their extra efforts to comply with 
truck safety regulations, designating a 
month for highway safety, and calling on all 
highway users, shippers, receivers, motor 
carriers, and Federal and State regulatory 
and law enforcement officials to support the 
efforts of truck drivers to make the Nation’s 
highways a safer place to travel and to work. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 51—COMMENDING MEDGAR 
WILEY EVERS AND HIS WIDOW, 
MYRLIE EVERS-WILLIAMS FOR 
THEIR LIVES AND ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS, DESIGNATING A 
MEDGAR EVERS NATIONAL 
WEEK OF REMEMBRANCE, AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

Mr. COCHRAN (for himself and Mr. 
LOTT) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. CON. RES. 51

Whereas a pioneer in the fight for racial 
justice, Medgar Wiley Evers, was born July 
2, 1925, in Decatur, Mississippi, to James and 
Jessie Evers; 

Whereas, to faithfully serve his country, 
Medgar Evers left high school to join the 
Army when World War II began and, after 
coming home to Mississippi, he completed 
high school, enrolled in Alcorn Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, presently known as 
Alcorn State University, and majored in 
business administration; 

Whereas, as a student at Alcorn Agricul-
tural and Mechanical College, Evers was a 
member of the debate team, the college 
choir, and the football and track teams, was 
the editor of the campus newspaper and the 
yearbook, and held several student offices, 
which gained him recognition in Who’s Who 
in American Colleges; 

Whereas, while a junior at Alcorn Agricul-
tural and Mechanical College, Evers met a 
freshman named Myrlie Beasley, whom he 
married on December 24, 1951, and with 
whom he spent the remainder of his life; 

Whereas, after Medgar Evers received a 
bachelor of arts degree, he moved to historic 
Mound Bayou, Mississippi, became employed 
by Magnolia Mutual Life Insurance Com-
pany, and soon began establishing local 
chapters of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (referred to 
in this resolution as the ‘‘NAACP’’) through-
out the Delta region; 

Whereas, moved by the plight of African-
Americans in Mississippi and a desire to 
change the conditions facing them, in 1954, 
after the United States Supreme Court ruled 
school segregation unconstitutional, Medgar 
Evers became the first known African-Amer-
ican person to apply for admission to the 
University of Mississippi Law School, but 
was denied that admission; 

Whereas, as a result of that denial, Medgar 
Evers contacted the NAACP to take legal ac-
tion; 

Whereas in 1954, Medgar Evers was offered 
a position as the Mississippi Field Secretary 
for the NAACP, and he accepted the position, 
making Myrlie Evers his secretary; 

Whereas, with his wife by his side, Medgar 
Evers began a movement to register people 
to vote in Mississippi and, as a result of his 
activities, Medgar Evers received numerous 
threats; 

Whereas, in spite of the threats, Medgar 
Evers persisted, with dedication and courage, 
to organize rallies, build the NAACP’s mem-
bership, and travel around the country with 
Myrlie Evers to educate the public; 

Whereas Medgar Evers’ passion for quality 
education for all children led him to file suit 
against the Jackson, Mississippi public 
schools, which gained him national media 
coverage; 

Whereas Medgar Evers organized students 
from Tougaloo and Campbell Colleges, co-
ordinated and led protest marches, organized 
boycotts of Jackson businesses and sit-ins, 
and challenged segregated bus seating, and 
for these heroic efforts, he was arrested, 
beaten, and jailed; 

Whereas the violence against Medgar Evers 
came to a climax on June 12, 1963, when he 
was shot and killed in front of his home; 

Whereas, after the fingerprints of an out-
spoken segregationist were recovered from 
the scene of the shooting, and 2 juries dead-
locked without a conviction in the shooting 
case, Myrlie Evers and her 3 children moved 
to Claremont, California, where she enrolled 
in Pomona College and earned her bachelor’s 
degree in sociology in 1968; 

Whereas, after Medgar Evers’ death, Myrlie 
Evers began to create her own legacy and 
emerged as a national catalyst for justice 

and equality by becoming active in politics, 
becoming a founder of the National Women’s 
Political Caucus, running for Congress in 
California’s 24th congressional district, serv-
ing as Commissioner of Public Works for Los 
Angeles, using her writing skills to serve as 
a correspondent for Ladies Home Journal 
and to cover the Paris Peace Talks, and ris-
ing to prominence as Director of Consumer 
Affairs for the Atlantic Richfield Company; 

Whereas Myrlie Evers became Myrlie 
Evers-Williams when she married Walter 
Williams in 1976; 

Whereas, in the 1990’s, Evers-Williams con-
vinced Mississippi prosecutors to reopen 
Medgar Evers’ murder case, and the reopen-
ing of the case led to the conviction and life 
imprisonment of Medgar Evers’ killer; 

Whereas Evers-Williams became the first 
female to chair the 64-member Board of Di-
rectors of the NAACP, to provide guidance to 
an organization that was dear to Medgar 
Evers’ heart; 

Whereas Evers-Williams has published her 
memoirs, entitled ‘‘Watch Me Fly: What I 
Learned on the Way to Becoming the Women 
I Was Meant to Be’’, to enlighten the world 
about the struggles that plagued her life as 
the wife of an activist and empowered her to 
become a community leader; 

Whereas Evers-Williams is widely known 
as a motivational lecturer and continues to 
speak out against discrimination and injus-
tice; 

Whereas her latest endeavor has brought 
her home to Mississippi to make two re-
markable contributions, through the estab-
lishment of the Evers Collection and the 
Medgar Evers Institute, which advance the 
knowledge and cause of social injustice and 
which encompass the many lessons in the 
life’s work of Medgar Evers and Myrlie 
Evers-Williams; 

Whereas Evers-Williams has presented the 
extraordinary papers in that Collection and 
Institute to the Mississippi Department of 
Archives and History, where the papers are 
being preserved and catalogued; and 

Whereas it is the policy of Congress to rec-
ognize and pay tribute to the lives and ac-
complishments of extraordinary Mississip-
pians such as Medgar Evers and Myrlie 
Evers-Williams, whose life sacrifices have 
contributed to the betterment of the lives of 
the citizens of Mississippi as well as the 
United States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That—

(1) Congress commends Medgar Wiley 
Evers and his widow, Myrlie Evers-Williams, 
and expresses the greatest respect and grati-
tude of Congress, for their lives and accom-
plishments; 

(2) the Senate—
(A) designates the period beginning on 

June 9, 2003, and ending on June 16, 2003, as 
the ‘‘Medgar Evers National Week of Re-
membrance’’; and 

(B) requests that the President issue a 
proclamation calling on the people of the 
United States to observe the week with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities; and 

(3) copies of this resolution shall be fur-
nished to the family of Medgar Wiley Evers 
and Myrlie Evers-Williams and made avail-
able to representatives of the media.

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 865. Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. AKAKA, Mrs. 
CLINTON, Mr. KERRY, Mr. NELSON of Florida, 
Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. DODD, Mr. 
REID, Mr. LAUTENBERG, and Mr. KENNEDY) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 14, to 
enhance the energy security of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 
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