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WELFARE REFORM EXTENSION
ACT OF 2003

Mr. FRIST. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate im-
mediately proceed to H.R. 2350 which is
being held at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2350) to reauthorize the Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families block
grant program through fiscal year 2003, and
for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the bill be read the third time and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the bill appear at
this point in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 2350) was read the third
time and passed.

——

BILL EMERSON AND MICKEY
LELAND HUNGER FELLOWSHIPS

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate immediately proceed
to H.R. 2474 which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2474) to authorize the Congres-
sional Hunger Center to award Bill Emerson
and Mickey Leland Hunger Fellowships for
fiscal years 2003 and 2004.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the bill be read the third time and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 2474) was read the third
time and passed.

——————

PROVIDING SECRETARY OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY TO BE IN-
CLUDED IN THE LINE OF PRESI-
DENTIAL SUCCESSION

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of Calendar No. 179,
S. 148.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 148) to provide the Secretary of
Homeland Security to be included in the line
of Presidential succession.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the bill be read the third time and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the bill appear in the
RECORD at this point.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 148) was read the third
time and passed, as follows:

S. 148

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SECRETARY OF HOMELAND SECU-
RITY IN PRESIDENTIAL LINE OF
SUCCESSION.

Section 19(d)(1) of title 3, United States
Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘Secretary of
Homeland Security,” after ‘‘Attorney Gen-
eral,”.

————

PROHIBITION OF REMOVAL OF
ART AND HISTORIC OBJECTS
FROM SENATE WING OF CAPITOL
AND SENATE OFFICE BUILDINGS

Mr. FRIST. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 181, S. Res. 178.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 178) to prohibit Mem-
bers of the Senate and other persons from re-
moving art and historic objects from the
Senate Wing of the Capitol and Senate office
buildings for personal use.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table, and that any
statements relating thereto be printed
in the RECORD without any intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 178) was
agreed to.
The resolution reads as follows:

S. RES. 178

Resolved, That (a) a Member of the Senate
or any other person may not remove a work
of art, historical object, or an exhibit from
the Senate wing of the Capitol or any Senate
office building for personal use.

(b) For purposes of this resolution, the
term ‘‘work of art, historical object, or an
exhibit”” means an item, including furniture,
identified on the list (and any supplement to
the list) required by section 4 of Senate Res-
olution 382, 90th Congress, as enacted into
law by section 901(a) of Public Law 100-696 (2
U.S.C. 2104).

(¢c) For purposes of this resolution, the
Senate Commission on Art shall update the
list required by section 4 of Senate Resolu-
tion 382, 90th Congress (2 U.S.C. 2104) every 6
months after the date of adoption of this res-
olution and shall provide a copy of the up-
dated list to the Committee on Rules and
Administration.

———

THE CALENDAR

Mr. FRIST. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 170, S. Res. 174,
and Calendar No. 171, S. Res. 175, en
bloc.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. FRIST. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolu-
tions be agreed to, the preambles be
agreed to, the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table en bloc with no in-
tervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

DESIGNATING THURSDAY, NOVEM-
BER 20, 2003, AS “FEED AMERICA
THURSDAY”

The resolution (S. Res. 174) desig-
nating Thursday, November 20, 2003, as
“Feed America Thursday” was consid-
ered and agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolutions, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 174

Whereas Thanksgiving Day celebrates the
spirit of selfless giving and an appreciation
for family and friends;

Whereas the spirit of Thanksgiving Day is
a virtue upon which our Nation was founded;

Whereas 33,000,000 Americans, including
13,000,000 children, continue to live in house-
holds that do not have an adequate supply of
food;

Whereas almost 3,000,000 of those children
experience hunger; and

Whereas selfless sacrifice breeds a genuine
spirit of Thanksgiving, both affirming and
restoring fundamental principles in our soci-
ety: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates Thursday, November 20, 2003,
as ‘‘Feed America Thursday’’; and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States to sacrifice 2 meals on Thurs-
day, November 20, 2003, and to donate the
money that they would have spent on food to
a religious or charitable organization of
their choice for the purpose of feeding the
hungry.

—————

DESIGNATING THE MONTH OF OC-
TOBER 2003 AS “FAMILY HIS-
TORY MONTH”

The Resolution (S. Res. 175) desig-
nating the month of October as ‘‘Fam-
ily History Month” was considered and
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 175

Whereas it is the family, striving for a fu-
ture of opportunity and hope, that reflects
our Nation’s belief in community, stability,
and love;

Whereas the family remains an institution
of promise, reliance, and encouragement;

Whereas we look to the family as an un-
wavering symbol of constancy that will help
us discover a future of prosperity, promise,
and potential;

Whereas within our Nation’s libraries and
archives lie the treasured records that detail
the history of our Nation, our States, our
communities, and our citizens;

Whereas individuals from across our Na-
tion and across the world have embarked on
a genealogical journey by discovering who
their ancestors were and how various forces
shaped their past;

Whereas an ever-growing number in our
Nation and in other nations are collecting,
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preserving, and sharing genealogies, personal
documents, and memorabilia that detail the
life and times of families around the world;

Whereas 54,000,000 individuals belong to a
family where someone in the family has used
the Internet to research their family history;

Whereas individuals from across our Na-
tion and across the world continue to re-
search their family heritage and its impact
upon the history of our Nation and the
world;

Whereas approximately 60 percent of
Americans have expressed an interest in
tracing their family history;

Whereas the study of family history gives
individuals a sense of their heritage and a
sense of responsibility in carrying out a leg-
acy that their ancestors began;

Whereas as individuals learn about their
ancestors who worked so hard and sacrificed
so much, their commitment to honor their
ancestors’ memory by doing good is in-
creased;

Whereas interest in our personal family
history transcends all cultural and religious
affiliations;

Whereas to encourage family history re-
search, education, and the sharing of knowl-
edge is to renew the commitment to the con-
cept of home and family; and

Whereas the involvement of National,
State, and local officials in promoting gene-
alogy and in facilitating access to family
history records in archives and libraries are
important factors in the successful percep-
tion of nationwide camaraderie, support, and
participation: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the month of October 2003, as
“Family History Month”’; and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States to observe the month with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities.

————
THE CALENDAR

Mr. FRIST. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of the following measures en
bloc: Calendar No. 173, S. Res. 62; Cal-
endar No. 174, S. Res. 149; Calendar No.
187, S. Res. 90.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. FRIST. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolu-
tions be agreed to, the amendments to
the preambles, where applicable, be
agreed to, and the preambles, as
amended, if amended, be agreed to, and
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table en bloc, with no intervening
action or debate, and that any state-
ments regarding these matters be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

REGARDING THE HUMAN RIGHTS
SITUATION IN CUBA

The resolution (S. Res. 62) calling
upon the Organization of American
States (OAS) Inter-American Commis-
sion on Human Rights, the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Human
Rights, the European Union, and
human rights activists throughout the
world to take certain actions in regard
to the human rights situation in Cuba,
was considered and agreed to.
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The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 62

Whereas the democracies of the Western
Hemisphere have approved an Inter-Amer-
ican Democratic Charter that sets a regional
standard regarding respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms;

Whereas the government of the Republic of
Cuba approved and is bound to respect the
Charter of the Organization of American
States (OAS) and the American Declaration
of the Rights and Duties of Man;

Whereas in 2001, 2000, 1999, 1998, and pre-
vious years, the government of the Republic
of Cuba declined to reply to the OAS Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights
when it sought the government’s views on
human rights violations in the Republic of
Cuba;

Whereas all countries have an obligation
to promote and protect human rights and
fundamental freedoms as stated in the Char-
ter of the United Nations and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights;

Whereas the United Nations Commission
on Human Rights considered and passed a
resolution in 2002 regarding the situation of
human rights in the Republic of Cuba and
called for the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights to send a personal
representative to the Republic of Cuba;

Whereas the United States and other coun-
tries remain concerned about violations of
human rights and fundamental freedoms in
the Republic of Cuba, including the freedoms
of expression, association, and assembly, and
the rights associated with the administra-
tion of justice;

Whereas, according to the Department of
State, Cuban authorities use exile as a
means of repression and continue to harass,
threaten, arbitrarily arrest, detain, im-
prison, and defame human rights advocates
and members of independent professional as-
sociations, including journalists, econo-
mists, doctors, and lawyers with the goal of
coercing them into leaving the country;

Whereas Cuban citizens are routinely
jailed solely because their views do not coin-
cide with those of the government;

Whereas Amnesty International in its 2002
report noted an increase in human rights
violations in the Republic of Cuba, including
short-term arbitrary arrests, threats, sum-
monses, evictions, interrogations, losses of
employment, restrictions on travel, house
arrests, and other forms of harassment di-
rected by the government against political
dissidents, independent journalists, and
other activists in an effort to limit their
ability to exercise fundamental freedoms;

Whereas Amnesty International also noted
with concern the beginning of a trend toward
the increased use of violence by Cuban au-
thorities in order to repress dissent;

Whereas Cuban political prisoners are de-
liberately exposed to harm and poor condi-
tions as a means of punishment, including
beatings, denial of medical treatment, forced
labor against medical advice, unsanitary
eating conditions, and coexistence with in-
mates carrying highly infectious diseases;

Whereas peaceful dissidents in the Repub-
lic of Cuba, such as Oscar Elias Biscet, who
upon finishing more than 3 years in jail for
‘“‘instigation to commit a crime’ is again in
police custody and facing a possible year-
long sentence, are subjected to ongoing har-
assment and imprisonment;

Whereas many Cubans, such as journalist
Bernardo Arevalo Padron, who is currently
in jail serving a 6 year sentence, are rou-
tinely jailed under the charge of ‘‘dis-
respect’” for making negative statements

S8847

about the government of the Republic of
Cuba;

Whereas many Cubans, such as Carlos
Oquendo Rodriguez, who is serving 2 years in
prison, are routinely jailed under the charge
of “‘public disorder” for criticizing the Cas-
tro regime;

Whereas many Cubans, such as Francisco
Chaviano Gonzalez, the longest serving cur-
rent Amnesty International prisoner of con-
science in the Republic of Cuba, are impris-
oned on charges of ‘‘revealing state security
secrets” and ‘‘falsifying public documents’
for promoting democratic practices and
human rights;

Whereas many Cubans, such as Juan Carlos
Gongzalez Leiva, a blind lawyer and president
of the Cuban Foundation for Human Rights,
are imprisoned on charges of ‘‘disobedience’’
and tortured while incarcerated for peace-
fully protesting the Republic of Cuba’s bru-
tal treatment of dissidents;

Whereas many Cubans, such as Leonardo
Miguel Bruzon Avila, president of the 24th of
February Movement (named for both a turn-
ing point in the Spanish-American War and
the day in 1996 when 2 civilian aircraft car-
rying 4 members of the Cuban American
Brothers to the Rescue movement were shot
down over international waters by Cuban
fighter jets), are charged with ‘“‘public dis-
order” and held without trial for planning
peaceful public ceremonies;

Whereas many Cubans, such as Nestor
Rodriguez Lobaina, who is president of the
Cuban Youth for Democracy Movement and
currently serving a 6 year prison sentence,
are charged with ‘‘damages’ for denouncing
violations of human rights by the Cuban gov-
ernment and communicating the brutality of
the Cuban regime to Cuban citizens and the
world;

Whereas many Cubans, such as Jorge Luis
Garcia Pérez, who is a founder of the Pedro
Luis Boitel Political Prisoners Movement
and serving a 15 year prison sentence, are
charged with ‘‘enemy propaganda’ and suffer
systematic abuse and a lack of medical as-
sistance while in prison, for criticizing com-
munism;

Whereas Amnesty International reports
that participants in Oswaldo Paya’s Varela
Project collecting the required 10,000 signa-
tures on a petition for peaceful change to the
legal system of the Republic of Cuba have
been harassed, detained, subjected to confis-
cation of signed petitions, and ‘‘kicked,
punched, and threatened” by Cuban state se-
curity officials; and

Whereas the European Parliament right-
fully recognized Oswaldo Paya for his work
on the Varela Project with the 2002 Sakharov
Prize for his human rights work in the Re-
public of Cuba: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate calls upon—

(1) the Organization of American States
Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights to continue its reporting on the
human rights situation in the Republic of
Cuba and to request a visit to the Republic
of Cuba for the purposes of reviewing and re-
porting to the international community on
the human rights situation there;

(2) the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights and his newly ap-
pointed personal representative to vigor-
ously pursue the implementation of the 2002
Resolution regarding the situation of human
rights in the Republic of Cuba;

(3) the European Union, to build upon the
European Parliament’s recognition of Cuban
dissidents and, through the appropriate bod-
ies and mechanisms, request to visit the Re-
public of Cuba for the purpose of reviewing
the human rights situation there and issue a
report to the international community on its
findings; and
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