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a portion of the $6,000 benefit, I was 
shocked and insulted. My son was not 
married, but I am sure there are nu-
merous young widows who do not need 
another complication in their life. 

‘‘Our country should not add to their 
burden with additional taxation. Let 
me know if there is anything I can do 
to help you in Illinois to get this bill 
passed. Speaker HASTERT is my Con-
gressman, and I would be happy to get 
in touch with him.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I am asking the 
House leadership to please bring to the 
floor H.R. 693 as a stand-alone bill and 
let us send it to the other body. The 
photographs behind me are a few of the 
faces of young men and one woman 
who have died fighting for Afghanistan 
in Iraq. I have written to the President 
of the United States and the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and I am 
calling on Republicans and Democrats. 
This is an issue of morality. It is the 
right thing to do to say to the families 
who have given their loved ones, you 
do not owe us a tax. 

Madam Speaker, I thank God for the 
gift of our men and women in uniform. 
I ask God to please bless them. Those 
who have lost loved ones I ask God to 
please hold in his arms and comfort 
those who have given their loved ones 
for freedom. 

Let us pass this legislation before we 
leave in November. Let us not ask 
Tyler Jordan and his mother to pay a 
tax on the gift of his father and her 
husband. 

God bless America.
f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MILLER of Michigan). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentlewoman 
from California (Mrs. DAVIS) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. DAVIS of California addressed 
the House. Her remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURGESS addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

WASHINGTON WASTE WATCHER 
SPEAKS OUT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ-
BALART) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, I was not going to 

speak today but I felt compelled after I 
heard some remarks by one of our dis-
tinguished colleagues from the other 
party about the spending that the 
United States is proposing to do in Iraq 
and his concerns for the deficit situa-
tion in the United States of America. 
And I share his concern for the deficit, 
but I need to clarify some facts if we 
are concerned about the deficit, and 
then we must be consistent. 

Madam Speaker, that same party in 
this Congress, and this is my first term 
here, has proposed amendments to 
major pieces of legislation that would 
have increased the deficit by $890 bil-
lion. Members heard me right, almost a 
trillion dollars of an increase on top of 
the deficit that exists right now. And 
yet in the Committee on the Budget 
when the chairman proposed a 1 per-
cent cut, just a 1 percent cut in waste, 
fraud and abuse, Madam Speaker, the 
distinguished members of the other 
party all, 100 percent of them, voted 
no. The chairman did not get one sin-
gle vote to cut just 1 percent in waste, 
fraud and abuse in that committee. 

Is it because there is no waste, fraud 
and abuse in the Federal Government? 
Is the Federal Government so effi-
ciently run that we cannot find 1 per-
cent in waste, fraud and abuse? 

Madam Speaker, I have been men-
tioning lots of examples as part of the 
Washington Waste Watchers Group 
that the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
HENSARLING) and the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. FEENEY) and I created 
with a number of our colleagues, but 
let me mention a couple of small exam-
ples to illustrate how much waste ex-
ists. 

For example, Medicaid alone paid $1.6 
million to a Wisconsin transportation 
company for multiple round-trip bil-
lings for people that were dead or that 
were hospital-bound that were not 
moving anywhere. 

There is a lot more. The Veterans Af-
fairs inspector general has identified 
over 5,500 possible cases of individuals 
who may be defrauding the government 
by receiving benefits intended for vet-
erans who have died, who are dead, who 
are not there, who do not exist. Totally 
fraudulent. Again, that is money that 
does not go to the real veterans that 
deserve it. 

Over the past 5 years, 6,733 fugitives 
have been arrested for illegally receiv-
ing food stamps. By the way, 1,500 of 
those were drug offenders, 31 were mur-
ders, 45 were sex offenders and child 
molesters, and hundreds were wanted 
for assault and robbery, and yet they 
received benefits they are not qualified 
for. 

And yet some will say it is not 
enough to cut 1 percent in waste, fraud 
and abuse, and we see what they re-
quest as opposed to that, and we hear 
time and time again, the Democrats 
keep saying we have to raise taxes. We 
have to raise taxes because there is not 
enough money, because the Federal 
Government is run so efficiently that 
we cannot cut 1 percent of waste, fraud 
and abuse. 

Madam Speaker, the facts do not 
bear that out. The Federal Government 
does waste people’s money. The Fed-
eral Government loses almost $20 bil-
lion a year that just evaporates, they 
do not know where it is. The Federal 
Government cannot even misspend it 
because it is lost. And then they still 
say, the Democratic side, that we have 
to raise the hard-working American 
taxpayer’s taxes because there is no 
waste, fraud and abuse. 

Madam Speaker, the American peo-
ple know better. We can and we must 
cut waste, fraud and abuse; and clearly, 
the days of raising taxes on the Amer-
ican people have to be over, and they 
are.

f 

THROWING MORE MONEY AT IRAQ 
IS NOT THE ANSWER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, ear-
lier this week U.S. Secretary of State 
Colin Powell spoke to a business forum 
in Detroit. His topic, the Middle East. 
His message, the nations of the Middle 
East need to transform themselves. 

The Bush administration, having 
failed to find weapons of mass destruc-
tion, failed to find Saddam Hussein, 
failed to capture Osama bin Laden, 
failed to eradicate the Taliban, failed 
to implement the road map to peace 
between the Israelis and Palestinians, 
and of course failed to secure the peace 
in Iraq, is trying to salvage something 
out of its disastrous policy so they are 
talking about this policy of trans-
formation. 

The Bush administration is trying to 
get the American people to believe 
that throwing $87 billion more at Iraq 
will begin the process of trans-
formation by building the garden spot 
of the Middle East and that other na-
tions will magically follow the lead. 

It will not work. Their policy is 
doomed to fail, throwing more money 
is not the answer in Iraq. 

As the Detroit Free Press reported, 
although Secretary Powell had plenty 
of advice for Middle Eastern nations 
about how to conduct their affairs, he 
offered no plan for the road to peace. 
That is not surprising because the 
Bush administration has no plan for 
peace in the Middle East, no plan for 
postwar Iraq, no plan for getting the 
United States out of Iraq, and fun-
damentally, no long-term plan for en-
ergy independence for America which 
would give us the leverage we need to 
play the role of honest broker instead 
of dependent addict. 

Secretary Powell said in Detroit that 
the Arab nations are plagued by pov-
erty, alienation and despair. He said 
the Arab world needs to embrace free 
trade and democratize in order to 
break out of the cycle. But free trade 
cannot bring democracy. If that were 
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