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CELEBRATION OF NATIONAL 

PEACE CORP WEEK 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 10, 2005 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the 44th Anniversary of the Peace 
Corp and to also recognize National Peace 
Corp Week, which was officially celebrated 
February 28 to March 6, 2005. 

Mr. Speaker, in 1961, President John F. 
Kennedy courageously challenged American 
citizens during his inauguration speech to ‘‘ask 
not what America will do for you, but what to-
gether we can do for the freedom of man.’’ 
This, along with a speech then Senator Ken-
nedy gave in October 1960 to the graduating 
students of the University of Michigan, daring 
them to be agents of peace and freedom by 
living and working abroad, became the guiding 
principles of what the Peace Corp has be-
come today. 

In countries where poverty is rampant and 
development lacking, American volunteers, 
through the work of the Peace Corp, have 
helped bring medicine to the sick, education to 
the illiterate, and skills training to the poor. 
American Peace Corp volunteers accomplish 
this by living two years of their lives away from 
their family, away from their loved ones 
among the people who need their help the 
most. They are there in the morning, when the 
farm needs irrigation; during the day, when the 
children need guidance; and at night, when 
the community comes together to share the 
day’s experiences. They are there not only as 
volunteers, but also as advocates and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, because of these dedicated 
and compassionate young men and women 
and because of their desire to promote equal-
ity and knowledge among those less fortunate, 
the volunteers of the Peace Corp have helped 
to build a positive image of America around 
the world, even during some of the most trying 
times in our nation’s foreign policies. As am-
bassadors of American ideals, they have al-
lowed nations around the globe to gain a bet-
ter understanding of our country, and have in 
turn taught us about the cultures and practices 
of other nations. 

As current Peace Corp volunteers, scattered 
over 72 countries, carry on the legacy of those 
before them, I stand here today to applaud all 
the progress and achievements the Peace 
Corp has accomplished to date. 

On the 44th Anniversary of this uniquely 
American institution, I urge the volunteers of 
the Peace Corp to remember their responsi-
bility to the world and to the nation they rep-
resent. I urge them to maintain the idealism 
that brought them to countries such as Alba-
nia, Niger, El Salvador, Uzbekistan, and East 
Timor. And in return, I ask my colleagues to 
help promote the same ideals of peace and 
freedom within our Nation. 

Let us not forget the poor and the unfortu-
nate inside and outside our borders, let us not 
forget the underprivileged, and let us continue 
to fight for equality for all. 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ROTARY INTER-
NATIONAL 

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 10, 2005 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Rotary 
International, the world’s first service club, and 
to mark the 52nd year of the Rotary Club of 
Great Neck. 

Since their establishment on February 23, 
1905, by Paul P. Harris, the members of Ro-
tary International have been completely dedi-
cated to fulfilling the goal of their motto: serv-
ice above self. Over the past 100 years, Ro-
tarians have been providing humanitarian 
services in communities, workplaces, and 
throughout the world. In doing so, Rotarians 
have developed numerous community service 
projects that assist communities in responding 
to the critical issues they face, including hun-
ger, poverty, illiteracy, vocational and career 
development, the environment, and protecting 
at risk children. 

The popularity of Rotary International has 
quickly spread throughout the world, with 
clubs forming across the United States and on 
six continents. Currently, there are approxi-
mately 1.2 million Rotarians who belong to 
more than 31,000 Rotary clubs in 166 different 
countries. 

The Rotary Club of Great Neck was char-
tered in 1953, and since then their members 
have been very active in local and inter-
national humanitarian projects. Each Novem-
ber, the Rotary Club of Great Neck holds a 
Thanksgiving Turkey Drive, where volunteers 
pack more than 26 tons of food into complete 
Thanksgiving dinners and distribute them to 
needy families in the New York metropolitan 
area. The Great Neck club is also very active 
in the Gift of Life Program, which provides life 
saving open-heart surgery to needy children 
across the world, at no cost to them or their 
families. Great Neck Rotarians also work with 
and mentor local students on a weekly basis, 
teaching them about the joys of giving back to 
the community and assisting the students with 
their own service projects. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Rotary Inter-
national, the Rotary Club of Great Neck, and 
Rotarians across the world for their continued 
and dedicated service. These fine men and 
women selflessly volunteer their time to help 
make our world a better place, and their con-
tributions are immeasurable. I ask my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to 
please join me in honoring Rotary International 
as they celebrate their 100th anniversary. 

f 

THE SCIENCE OF FREEZING’S 
BENEFITS FOR FOOD SAFETY 

HON. C. L. ‘‘BUTCH’’ OTTER 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 10, 2005 

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in the 
hope that a scientific review article may spur 
research that could benefit public health. Spe-
cifically, Douglas L. Archer, Ph.D. authored a 
paper titled, ‘‘Freezing: An underutilized food 

safety technology?’’ which was published in 
the January 15, 2004, International Journal of 
Food Microbiology. 

The article has attracted attention over the 
past year, including a presentation today by 
Dr. Archer for the House Frozen Food Cau-
cus, of which I am co-chairman. I would like 
to submit for the record the abstract of Dr. Ar-
cher’s article, and emphasize its conclusion: 
‘‘Through research, it seems possible that 
freezing may in the future be used to reliably 
reduce populations of food-borne pathogens 
as well as to preserve foods.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I call this article and this op-
portunity for improving public health to the at-
tention of my colleagues and to the research 
community. 

[From the International Journal of Food 
Microbiology, 2004] 

FREEZING: AN UNDERUTILIZED FOOD SAFETY 
TECHNOLOGY? 

(By Douglas L. Archer) 

Freezing is an ancient technology for pre-
serving foods. Freezing halts the activities of 
spoilage microorganisms in and on foods and 
can preserve some microorganisms for long 
periods of time. Frozen foods have an excel-
lent overall safety record. The few outbreaks 
of food-borne illness associated with frozen 
foods indicate that some. but not all human 
pathogens are killed by eommercial freezing 
processes. Freezing kills microorganisms by 
physical and chemical effects and possibly 
through induced genetic changes. Research 
is needed to better understand the physical 
and chemical interactions of various food 
matrices with the microbial cell during 
freezing and holding at frozen temperatures. 
The literature suggests that many patho-
genic microorganisms may be sublethally in-
jured by freezing, so research should be done 
to determine how to prevent injured cells 
from resuscitating and becoming infectious. 
Studies on the genetics of microbial stress 
suggest that the induction of resistance to 
specific stresses may be counteracted by, for 
example, simple chemicals. Research is need-
ed to better understand how resistance to 
the lethal enact of freezing is induced in 
human pathogens and means by which it can 
be counteracted in specific foods. Through 
research. it seems possible that freezing may 
in the future be used to reliably reduce popu-
lations of food-borne pathogens as well as to 
preserve foods. 

f 

HARRIET TUBMAN’S BIRTHDAY 

HON. CYNTHIA McKINNEY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 10, 2005 

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, as the bells 
of freedom toll around the globe, it seems ap-
propriate to honor one of America’s noble 
freedom fighters. And so today, in recognition 
of the memory and continuing legacy of a true 
founder of American freedom, I am introducing 
a resolution to designate March 10, 1990, as 
‘‘Harriet Tubman Day.’’ 

Harriet Tubman was born on the eastern 
shore of Maryland around 1820 and escaped 
from slavery in 1849. Her freedom, however, 
was not the beginning of her fight. Even as a 
child slave, she battled against slavery and in-
justice. One day, she was ordered by an over-
seer to help him tie up another slave who was 
to be beaten. She defied that order and al-
lowed the fellow slave to escape. Bun in the 
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