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my fellow members of the Washington
State delegation to help the people of
our State through this difficult time.

———
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FLIER FROM TERRISFIGHT.ORG

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I want to
read from a flier from the Web site
terrisfight.org:

“Terri Schiavo is sentenced to die of
starvation by the Florida courts, how-
ever:

“Terri responds to verbal, auditory
and digital stimuli.

“Terri breaths normally on her own.

“Terri smiles, tries to talk to her
family and friends and will move her
limbs on command.

“Terri is not in a coma. She is reac-
tive and has sleeping and wakeful peri-
ods.

“Terri is not a burden. Her parents,
brother and sister have offered to care
for her in a safe environment and she
has a fund so is not a burden to anyone,
taxpayers included.

“Terri’s condition can improve with
proper treatment.

“Don’t let the Florida courts starve
this innocent woman to death. Terri’s
time is running out.”

Congress can and must act this week.
We cannot allow the execution of this
disabled young woman.

————

SECURE AMERICA’S COURTHOUSE
ACT OF 2005

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, this young woman’s story,
Ashley Smith, speaks of courage and
valor and common sense, that she was
able to direct authorities to a court-
house alleged Kkiller, but I believe that
her story speaks to an ill that is occur-
ring throughout America, and that is
the lack of security in the Nation’s
courthouses.

I realize that most who come into the
courthouses come for justice, whether
they are prosecutor or defendant,
whether they are plaintiff or defend-
ant; but in America’s courthouses,
there are challenges and difficulties,
the killing of a judge’s family in Illi-
nois, the courthouse terror that oc-
curred in Atlanta, Georgia, and the nu-
merous, yet unannounced, threats
against courthouse personnel through-
out America.

Law enforcement officers who par-
ticipate in the security of those court-
houses are working very hard, but I be-
lieve the plight of courthouses and jus-
tice in America cries out for congres-
sional response, congressional hearings
and congressional legislation.

So I intend to introduce the Secure
America’s Courthouse Act of 2005 that
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will bring America’s attention to its
courthouses both in terms of resources,
in terms of equipment and personnel
and the protection of the Nation’s
judges. I ask my colleagues to join me
in the Secure America’s Courthouse
Act of 2005.

———
WASTE, FRAUD, AND ABUSE

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
America’s checkbook is being used and
abused every minute of every day, and
this is more than annoying to tax-
payers. It is an insult.

The problems with financial manage-
ment in the bureaucracy here in Wash-
ington cost hardworking taxpayers bil-
lions of dollars. Too often, money that
comes to Washington never gets back
home because it is eaten away by
waste, fraud, and abuse.

When the Federal Government can-
not account for over $17 billion it spent
in 2001, things need to change.

When the Department of Agriculture
recently was unable to account for $5
billion in receipts and expenditures,
things need to change.

When the U.S. General Accounting
Office will not certify the Federal Gov-
ernment’s own accounting books be-
cause the bookkeeping is so bad, things
definitely need to change.

Mr. Speaker, there are countless sto-
ries about how the government has not
correctly paid on everything from
Medicare to food stamps, and that is
just the tip of the iceberg.

As we discuss ways to reduce spend-
ing and to increase savings, let us get
serious about waste, fraud, and abuse.

It is important to remember that our
government of the people, for the peo-
ple is paid for by the people. It is time
to stop wasting the people’s money.

———
ASSOCIATION HEALTH PLANS

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, let us talk about association
health plans. Over 60 percent of Amer-
ica’s uninsured are small business own-
ers and their families or the employees
who work in a small business.

Now, if you are one of the many
small business owners struggling to
provide health insurance for yourself,
your family and your employees, I need
your help encouraging Congress to pass
important legislation that would make
health insurance more affordable for
small business.

My legislation allowing the creation
of association health plans would allow
small business owners to band together
across State lines to purchase health
insurance as a group.

This week the House Committee on
Education and the Workforce will vote
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on the Small Business Health Fairness
Act of 2005; and on behalf of the 43 mil-
lion Americans who want, need, and de-
serve access to affordable health insur-
ance, I encourage the House to pass
this soon.

Association health plans are the an-
swer. Let us get behind them.

——————

WELCOMING HOME HERNANDO
COUNTY NATIONAL GUARD

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to share
some good news about what happened
in my district this past weekend.

A gentleman by the name of Fred
Glass organized a welcome home to
Hernando County’s National Guard
unit. I was there, State elected offi-
cials were there, and local commis-
sioners and locally elected folks were
there; but most important, the citi-
zens, family members, and businesses
were there to sponsor and to welcome
home the National Guard unit that was
deployed for a year.

Our National Guard unit served in
Iraq and Afghanistan and served with a
great deal of dignity. The story was
told about how at Christmastime the
National Guard unit organized an abil-
ity to raise money and to give gifts to
the children in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Truly, this Member of Congress is very
proud of the National Guard unit.

They presented me with a flag that
was flown during one of their missions.
It is a helicopter unit, and let me tell
my colleagues that the pride that they
had in their duty as National Guard
members certainly was very evident.

——

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1268, EMERGENCY SUP-
PLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS
ACT FOR DEFENSE, THE GLOBAL
WAR ON TERROR, AND TSUNAMI
RELIEF, 2005

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
by direction of the Committee on
Rules, I call up House Resolution 151
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 151

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1268) making
emergency supplemental appropriations for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2005, and
for other purposes. The first reading of the
bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. After general de-
bate the bill shall be considered for amend-
ment under the five-minute rule. Points of
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