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The Senate met at 9 a.m. and was appoint the Honorable SAM BROWNBACK, a I yield the floor.
called to order by the Honorable SAM Senator from the State of Kansas, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
BROWNBACK, a Senator from the State TED STEVENS, CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET FOR

of Kansas.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God our help, before we begin the
challenges of this day, we pause to ac-
knowledge our need of You. We come to
You for refuge. We need You to go with
us to order our steps. Help us to shape
today’s priorities in a way that will
please You. Go before us to touch the
hearts of people we need to influence.

Guide the Members and officers of
this body with Your wisdom. Strength-
en them, Lord, as they seek to be faith-
ful stewards of the great opportunities
You have given them to serve.

O God of love, all the good things we
have are from You. Give us the wisdom
to slow down long enough to discover
Your plan.

All this we ask in Your powerful
Name. Amen.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable SAM BROWNBACK led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one Nation under
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for
all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 16, 2005.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

President pro tempore.
Mr. BROWNBACK thereupon as-
sumed the Chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-
ing we will begin consideration of the
budget resolution. We have an order in
place from last night which sets aside
specific debate times in relation to sev-
eral amendments this morning. We will
debate an NIH amendment, to be fol-
lowed by additional debate on the
ANWR amendment, to be followed by
further debate on two veterans amend-
ments. At the conclusion of those de-
bates, we will vote on the pending Am-
trak amendment and the pending
ANWR amendment. We also anticipate
that we will reach agreement to vote
on some of the other previously dis-
cussed amendments. Senators could
therefore expect a series of votes to
begin sometime between 12:30 and 1
o’clock today.

I thank the chairman and ranking
member of the Budget Committee for
working out a reasonable approach for
the consideration of these issues. Once
again, we will continue through the
afternoon and evening on additional
amendments with votes throughout the
session.

THE UNITED STATES GOVERN-
MENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
2006

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of S.
Con. Res. 18, which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 18)
setting forth the congressional budget for
the United States Government for the fiscal
year 2006 and including the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2005 and 2007
through 2010.

Pending:

Byrd Amendment No. 1568, to provide ade-
quate funding of $1.4 billion in fiscal year
2006 to preserve a national intercity pas-
senger rail system.

Cantwell Amendment No. 168, to strike
section 201(a)(4) relative to the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge.

Akaka Amendment No. 149, to increase
veterans medical care by $2.8 billion in 2006.

Ensign Amendment No. 171, to increase
veterans medical care by $410,000,000 in fiscal
year 2006.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senator from California, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, is recognized for up to 20 min-
utes.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. I thank the Chair.

Mr. President, as we all know, this
budget cuts a score of critical domestic
programs: food for women and infants;
community development block grants
for cities, which cities use for vital
purposes; and health and education
programs for children. That is just a
few. It cuts Medicaid by $15 billion over
5 years. It zeros out reimbursements to
States and counties of the cost of in-
carcerating criminal aliens. It is an un-
funded mandate in that regard. Yet
this budget contains $41.3 million for
nuclear weapons initiatives including
$8.5 million for a nuclear program that
scientists say is impossible to achieve.
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