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from high school Sean enlisted in the Army
Reserve serving as an enlisted man for four
years. His love of the Army prompted him to
enroll in the Reserve Officers Training Corps
(ROTC) while pursuing a Bachelor of Science
degree in Nursing at Michigan State Univer-
sity. In 1997 he graduated from MSU and was
commissioned as a Distinguished Military
Graduate. His efforts and desire to provide the
best medical care to soldiers led him to the
Brooke Army Hospital at Fort Sam Houston in
Texas in 2003, whereupon he graduated from
the Army’s Physician Assistant Course.

Until the day of his death, Captain Grimes
displayed a sense of service not only to his
fellow soldiers, but to his fellow man, helping
civilian Iragis in need of medical care. We may
never really know the full impact his selfless
acts may have had on the lives of his fellow
soldiers and civilians he came into contact
with. But the manner and character in which
he fulfilled his duties tells us that he indeed
made a difference in the lives of others and
that that difference was for the better. These
efforts have been recognized by the Army
through a variety of medals Captain Grimes
received during his career, culminating in
being awarded the Bronze Star and Purple
Heart posthumously.

Captain Sean Grimes exemplified what is
best about the American soldier, devotion to
duty above self, tireless dedication to his fel-
low soldiers and most importantly a driving de-
sire to protect the freedoms we cherish so
dearly. While he will certainly be missed most
by his family, his sacrifice will not be forgotten.
Captain Grimes paid the ultimate price both to
protect the freedoms we exercise daily and to,
bring those same freedoms to people who
have never experienced true liberty. Today we
honor his memory and may we never forget
his sacrifice.

——————
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of Detective Maurice
Hamilton, Badge # 758, in celebration of his
recent retirement from the Cleveland Police
Department, after twenty-five years of dedi-
cated and honorable service to the force and
to the citizens of Cleveland.

Prior to joining the Cleveland Police Depart-
ment in 1980, Detective Hamilton worked for
the Cuyahoga County Sheriff's Department.
He began basic patrol in Cleveland’s Sixth
District on May 29, 1980. In 1986, Detective
Hamilton was needed on basic patrol in the
First District. By 1989, he was promoted to
Detective, working within the First District
Strike Force, then the First District Detective
Bureau in 1992.

Throughout his committed public service as
protector and guardian of the residents of our
community, Detective Hamilton maintained the
highest level of integrity, grace and skill. He
developed strong and trusted bonds with col-
leagues, neighborhood leaders, members of
Cleveland’s court system and members of the
FBl. His expertise, unwavering focus, and
compassion for others reflected in his out-
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standing work in solving cases and helping in-
dividuals and families who needed assistance.
Over the years, Detective Hamilton has been
duly recognized with numerous awards and
commendations for his exceptional police
work, yet these honors held little personal sig-
nificance to him. His family, friends, fellow offi-
cers and the people of our community have al-
ways been, and continue to be, his motivating
force. A true believer in giving back to the
community, Detective Hamilton continues to
volunteer his time as a member of the Cleve-
land Police Patrolman’s Association and as an
elder with his church, Grace Lutheran in Lake-
wood, where he is actively involved in commu-
nity children’s programs.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and celebration of Cleveland Police
Detective Maurice Hamilton, as we reflect
upon twenty-five years of his significant serv-
ice to the citizens of Cleveland. Detective
Hamilton’s compassion for others, integrity,
expertise, and focus on protecting his constitu-
ents in Cleveland have all served to elevate
the lives of countless families and individuals
within our community. We wish Detective
Hamilton, his wife, Joyce Hamilton, and their
entire family many blessings of peace, health
and happiness as they journey from this day
onward.

————————
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Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise in tribute
to an organization with a great record of serv-
ice to the Sacramento Region. For the past
three decades, the Asian Pacific State Em-
ployees Association has worked tirelessly to
protect and advance the interests of Asian
American state employees. As the Asian Pa-
cific State Employees Association hosts its
30th Anniversary celebration on April 28,
2005, | ask all my colleagues to join me in sa-
luting the Asian Pacific State Employees As-
sociation, one of the Asian Pacific Islander
community’s most important service organiza-
tions.

The Asian Pacific State Employees Associa-
tion, formerly known as the Asian State Em-
ployees Association, was founded in 1975 for
the purpose of working toward achieving equal
opportunity within the state work force through
professional development and community em-
powerment. The Association’s vision is one of
Asian Pacific state employees serving, en-
hancing, and leading state government and
their community.

Objectives adopted by the Association in-
clude advocating for Asian Pacific Islander
state employee interests; providing an Asian
Pacific network for its members and employ-
ers; advancing personal and professional de-
velopment of its membership; consulting with
members facing adverse action or other em-
ployment problems; working with the commu-
nity to promote career opportunities, profes-
sionalism, cultural pride, self-esteem, and citi-
zenship; and providing services and inter-
change with community, academic, and busi-
ness groups.
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Benefits and services offered by the Asso-
ciation include employee development, net-
working, scholarship opportunities, commu-
nications, and celebration of Asian Pacific con-
tributions. At the present time, the Asian Pa-
cific State Employees Association has over
1,000 members statewide, which includes the
Southern, Central Valley, and Bay Area chap-
ters, and officers frequently serve on legisla-
tive fact-finding committees, and provide testi-
mony before the legislative committees re-
garding advocacy and affirmative action poli-
cies.

| would like to acknowledge and congratu-
late the evening’s special honoree,
Assemblywoman Judy Chu. Judy’s distin-
guished career and her commitment to advo-
cate for the interests of Asian American state
employees make her a most deserving recipi-
ent of special praise and recognition

Mr. Speaker, the Asian Pacific State Em-
ployees Association has evolved into a leading
organization within the state, a dynamic force
striving to improve the quality of life of its
members and the general community. | am
confident that the Asian Pacific State Employ-
ees Association will continue to do great work
and yield tremendous benefits to the Asian
Pacific Islander state workers of California. |
ask all my colleagues to join me in wishing the
Asian Pacific State Employees Association
continued success in the future.

——————
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to rise today to honor one of our nation’s
bravest servicemembers, Sergeant First Class
Paul Ray Smith. Tragically, Sgt. Smith lost his
life two years ago while serving in Operation
Iraqi Freedom. For his valor, Sgt. Smith on
Monday was awarded the Congressional
Medal of Honor.

The Medal of Honor is this nation’s highest
military honor and is awarded in the name of
Congress by the President of the United
States. Before Sgt. Smith, only 3,459 men and
women, who have distinguished themselves,
at the risk of life, above and beyond the call
of duty, have received the Medal of Honor
since its inception in 1861.

Sgt. Paul Smith is the first recipient of the
Medal of Honor for service in Operation Iraqi
Freedom. He also is the first to receive this
great distinction since it was awarded post-
humously in 1993 to two soldiers who died
fighting in Somalia.

Mr. Speaker, on July 12, 2004, this body
approved legislation, signed by the President,
to name a post office in Holiday, Florida, the
“Sergeant First Class Paul Ray Smith Post Of-
fice.” On that date, | first spoke about Sgt.
Smith’s heroic actions. On April 4, 2003, out-
side of Saddam International Airport in Bagh-
dad, Sgt. Smith’s unit, the Bravo Company of
the 11th Engineer Battalion of the 3rd Infantry,
was tasked with securing a prison for Iraqi
prisoners of war at the Baghdad airport.

While Sgt. Smith and his men were working
in the POW prison, they spotted members of
the Republican Guard nearby. Sgt. Smith
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