April 12, 2005

doctors of chiropractic have been kept outside
and all but prevented from providing proven,
cost-effective and much-needed care to vet-
erans, including those among the most vulner-
able and in need of the range of the health
care services that doctors of chiropractic are
licensed to provide. In 2002, 4.5 million pa-
tients received care in VA health facilities, in-
cluding 75 percent of all disabled and low-in-
come veterans. Although the VA health care
budget was roughly $26 billion in 2002, less
than $370,000 went toward chiropractic serv-
ices for veterans. This, in a country with more
than 25 million chiropractic patients and more
than 60,000 Doctors of Chiropractic.

| am proud to introduce legislation—H.R.
917, The Better Access to Chiropractors to
Keep Our Veterans Healthy Act (BACK Our
Veterans Health Act)—that is designed to pro-
vide veterans with direct access to a Doctor of
Chiropractic, if that is their choice, through the
veterans health care system. In developing
this bill, I have worked closely with chiropractic
patients, particularly our veterans, who know
the benefits of chiropractic care and bear wit-
ness to the positive outcomes and preventa-
tive health benefits of chiropractic care.

Specifically, my bill seeks to amend Title 38
of the United States Code to permit eligible
veterans to have direct access to chiropractic
care at VA hospitals and clinics. Section 3 of
the measure states that “The Secretary [of
Veterans Affairs] shall permit eligible veterans
to receive needed [health care] services, reha-
bilitative services, and preventative health
services from a licensed doctor of chiropractic
on a direct access basis at the election of the
eligible veteran, if such services are within the
State scope of practice of such doctor of
chiropractic.” The measure goes on to directly
prohibit discrimination among licensed health
care providers by the VA when determining
which services a patient needs.

Over the years, Mr. Speaker, representa-
tives of the Department of Veterans Affairs
have come before the House Veterans Affairs
Committee, a panel on which | serve, and
have insisted that chiropractic benefits are
available to veterans and that no bias exists
within the VA against the chiropractic profes-
sion. But the facts | cited above speak other-
wise. For all practical purposes, access to
chiropractic care has been non-existent within
the VA system. Chiropractic care has so sel-
dom been offered to veterans that it can be
fairly said to be a phantom benefit—and for
years, Mr. Speaker, the VA has done nothing
to correct this deficiency. There is simply no
evidence that the VA has ever acted
proactively in any meaningful and substantive
way to ensure that chiropractic care is made
available to veterans—and because of that
track record of neglect, the U.S. Congress felt
compelled to take action.

As a result, Congress in recent years has
enacted three separate statutes seeking to en-
sure veterans access to chiropractic care
(Public Law 106-117, Public Law 107-135
and Public Law 108-170). The last of those
statutes gives explicit authority to the VA to
hire doctors of chiropractic as full time employ-
ees. I'm proud to have worked with colleagues
on both sides of the aisle to help advance
those initiatives—and | am hopeful that a re-
luctant VA has finally seen the light.

| understand that, last year, former VA Sec-
retary Principi released new policy directives
regarding chiropractic care and that we may
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be on our way to seeing the true and full inte-
gration of chiropractic care into the VA. But
Mr. Speaker, if the past is any guide to the fu-
ture, then | must remain concerned until | see
these new polices firmly in place and working
well in all VA treatment facilities. To help en-
sure that, in the future, barriers to veterans
who want and need chiropractic care are fully
removed, | am pleased to introduce legislation
that would require the VA to make chiropractic
care available on a direct access basis to our
veterans.

Perhaps my legislation will prove not to be
necessary—because referrals to doctors of
chiropractic will actually take place with the
encouragement and support of the leadership
of the VA. But as insurance, the enactment of
the legislation | propose would guarantee the
right of a veteran to obtain this important serv-
ice without the cost and stumbling blocks of
going through potentially hostile gatekeepers.

Accordingly, | urge my colleagues to join me
in supporting unimpeded access to chiro-
practic care throughout the veterans health
care system and help enact this measure,
H.R. 917.

———
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Pastor Terrence K. Hayes of St. Paul
United Methodist Church for his exceptional
career in public service.

Terrence K. Hayes has served our commu-
nity for over thirty years. He has provided spir-
itual guidance and community leadership for
those who need it the most.

Pastor Hayes has served as the senior pas-
tor of St. Paul United Methodist Church since
1996. He is a man who believes in the impor-
tance of reaching out and helping those in
need. An active and passionate advocate of
the people, he has held a number of leader-
ship and community service positions.

Pastor Hayes is the recipient of numerous
awards including the Outstanding Young Men
of America, the National Fellowship Fund, the
Earl L. Harrison Fellowship, the Henry C. May-
nard Award of Outstanding Pastoral Potential,
and the Who's Who in America College Stu-
dents from Hampton Institute. He has written
numerous publications including Collaborating
in Ministry, Fundraising Resources of the
United Methodist Church, and a number of
short stories and newspaper articles.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize the hard work and im-
portant community achievements of Pastor
Terrence K. Hayes.
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Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, on

March 17, 2005, | was unable to vote on roll-
call 87, the Spratt Amendment to H. Con. Res.
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95. Had | been present, | would have voted
“no."

———

ESSEX MARINA 50-YEAR
ANNIVERSARY
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Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, on April 2005,
a milestone was reached by one of eastern
Connecticut’s finest waterfront establishments
when Essex Island Marina celebrated its 50th
anniversary.

A half century ago Louis Schieferdecker, the
son of a German immigrant, made a small in-
vestment that would end up becoming an
eastern Connecticut institution. Mr.
Schieferdecker bought Essex Island in 1955
and created a tradition of service and a suc-
cessful business that his family owns and op-
erates today. Essex Island Marina began as a
boat yard with several slips; today it is one of
southeastern Connecticut's most picturesque
places. Lou Schieferdecker had a dream and
he pursued it with a positive attitude and a de-
termination to make it work.

During the first 10 years of operation the
marina added to its services and amenities
and also increased the number of docks. The
family installed a swimming pool, built the
deck and added game rooms, a snack bar
and a convenience store.

But for the Schieferdecker family the most
important part of the marina is not the dock or
any of the amenities or services they provide;
it's the people who come and enjoy the expe-
rience. In the words of the family, “Today we
see it when the grown children of past guests
bring their children to share the experience. In
the last 49 years a 13 acre island has been
transformed from a place to ‘dock your boat’
to a place where memories are made.”

Boaters have responded to the beautiful fa-
cility. In 2004 the readers of “Offshore Maga-
zine” named Essex Island Marina the second
“Most Welcoming Destination” in the entire
northeast and voted it number one in the
northeast in the “Favorite Marina For A Week-
end” category.

Building a successful business and gener-
ating the kind of loyalty and appreciation ex-
pressed by the readers of “Offshore Maga-
zine” are not the result of being lucky. It's the
result of working long hours to achieve a
dream and always maintaining a commitment
to do nothing less than your best. For 50
years the Schieferdecker family has been de-
voted to the boating public and the boating
public has returned that dedication to the
Schieferdeckers and Essex Island Marina. |
congratulate this hard working family and
Essex Island Marina for the first 50 years and
| am delighted that they are part of our east-
ern Connecticut family.

———

HONORING PASTOR JERRY DAILEY
HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 12, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Dr. Jerry Dailey for his dedication and




		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-09T16:12:56-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




