April 27, 2005

Thank you for the opportunity to comment
on several key provisions contained in the
House-passed energy bill.
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to introduce legislation that would establish the position of Northern Border Coordinator in the Department of Homeland Security.
The northern border spans twelve states
and over 3,000 miles. My congressional district, which includes Niagara Falls and Buffalo,
serves as an annual gateway for 14.5 million
individuals who enter the United States across
the Niagara River bi-national bridges. The
Peace Bridge, connecting Buffalo to Fort Erie,
is the country’s busiest border crossing, with
over 1.3 million trucks and 20 billion dollars of
commerce passing over it each year. More
broadly, Canada is our nation’s single largest
trading partner, with total trade activity exceeding $400 billion.
Mr. Speaker, in the wake of the September
11, 2001 attacks, there is a new awareness
that the northern border can also serve as an
opening for terrorists, weapons of mass destruction, and other hazardous materials. Even
today, there are many areas along the northern border that lack sufficient personnel and
resources to provide border security. Our nation must act to thwart terrorists who attempt
to abuse the open relationship between our
two countries. It is important that enhanced
border security along the U.S.-Canadian border be overseen in a coordinated manner
among federal, state and local law enforcement and first responders.
For this reason, I have introduced legislation
that would establish the position of Northern
Border Coordinator at the Department of
Homeland Security. The Northern Border Coordinator would be responsible for increasing
the security of the border between the U.S.
and Canada; improving the coordination
among the agencies responsible for homeland
security; serving as the primary liaison with
the state and local governments and law enforcement agencies in matters regarding border security; and serving as a liaison with the
Canadian government.
It is critical that we devote the personnel
and technology necessary to ensure our security while maintaining strong channels for
trade. A position within the Department of
Homeland Security dedicated towards these
goals is a step in the right direction.
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize the many accomplishments of Buddy
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Albro, Norma Krueger Elementary School Primary Campus Teacher of the Year.
Mr. Albro decided to enter the profession of
teaching relatively late in life. Previously, he
had been a successful worker in the oil and
gas industry. He decided that he wanted to
make a difference in the lives of children, and
went back to school at Southwest Texas State
University, where he graduated with honors.
He has now been a teacher with the Marion
Independent School District for eight years,
seven of which were spent teaching the third
and fourth grades. Currently, he is the elementary physical education teacher for grades
K–5.
Mr. Albro believes that every child has the
potential to do great things, and he works hard
to make learning fun for his students. He believes that the most important component of
an elementary education is becoming a good
reader; this skill, he feels, sets the stage for a
lifetime of success.
Mr. Buddy Albro is an outstanding educator,
dedicated to the welfare and happiness of the
children of Marion. His dedication is a tremendous example for other educators, and I am
happy to have the opportunity to honor him
here today.
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Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to express my gratitude to the
American Cancer Society for its outstanding
efforts to combat breast cancer.
On May 1, the American Cancer Society will
host its annual event, Making Strides Against
Breast Cancer. This year, Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer will invite local residents to participate in a non-competitive walk
along Milwaukee’s lakefront to raise money to
fight breast cancer and to educate our citizens
about prevention, detection and treatment.
I am particularly thankful for their work because I know the devastating effects of breast
cancer on individuals and families in my district. Those who lack awareness of the disease are less likely to follow basic prevention
and detection protocols. Too many women die
of this disease when early detection and treatment might have saved their lives.
Throughout the year the American Cancer
Society works hard to make a difference in the
lives of Wisconsin residents, promoting cancer
awareness and prevention. It is a pleasure to
take this opportunity to recognize their contributions to the communities in the Fourth
Congressional District, and to say thank you.
I wish them good weather for a successful
event and another year of commendable work.
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the Congressional Youth Leadership Council (CYLC) as it celebrates its 20th
Anniversary. Since its founding in 1985, the
Council has been successfully committed to its
mission to foster and inspire young people to
achieve their full leadership potential.
CYLC has directly impacted over 200,000
young men and women representing all 50
states, the District of Columbia, the American
territories, and over 100 countries around the
world since its founding. From the State of Illinois alone, more than 3,000 students have
participated in at least one of the Council’s dynamic programs. These scholars are wellrounded in their academic achievements and
demonstrated leadership abilities.
The educational programs offered by the
council create opportunities for leaders of all
ages to have a unique experience with each
program. Beginning with the Junior National
Young Leaders Conference (JrNYLC) and the
National Young Leaders State Conference
(NYLSC), students are challenged to understand their own leadership skills through the
context of American history and self-evaluation. The National Young Leaders Conference
(NYLC) and the Global Young Leaders Conference (GYLC), provide outstanding young
leaders of tomorrow the opportunity to meet
the national and global leaders of today. During that time they explore, question, and discuss critical issues facing all of us.
The comprehensive curriculum focuses on
learning through experience—simulations, role
playing, debate and, most importantly, personal interaction among students and today’s
leaders that fosters open dialog, new perspectives, and cultural exchanges. All of these elements combine to create an atmosphere of inspiration that energizes young men and
women to return to their homes, communities,
and schools with the tools and drive to be effective leaders both today and for many years
to come. Please join me in congratulating the
Congressional Youth Leadership Council on
20 years of positively impacting the lives of
this nation’s and the world’s future leaders.
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Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I agree
with those who say that the Global War on
Terrorism is actually a Global War of Ideas
and that terrorism is one of the tactics used in
that War. Military power, alone, will not win
this War nor can it ensure our safety against
those willing to destroy themselves as they
murder as many Americans as possible.
The Global War of Ideas must be waged on
many fronts—military, diplomatic, economic. It
must include intelligence activities abroad and
homeland security efforts here at home. It
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