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Dr. Ike’s, it had one location and an inventory
of only $10,000. Today, his business has
grown to three locations, with a value of al-
most $8 million.

Ike and Doris met at the University of Texas
in 1951, when they were both attending under-
graduate school. They were married in 1955.
lke went into business for himself in 1958,
after serving in the U.S. Army in Okinawa, and
Doris opened her own business, Globetrotter
of Laredo Travel Agency, in 1979.

Both of the Epsteins believe in treating their
customers and employees like family. It is
their own family, however, that they are proud-
est of. They have two children, Clayton and
Karen, and four grandchildren. In spite of both
work and family obligations, the Epsteins have
also found the time to be enthusiastic commu-
nity volunteers. The Women’s City Club, Pen-
nies for Tennies, Crimestoppers, the Salvation
Army, and the United Way are only a few of
the organizations that they have supported
over the years.

lke and Doris Epstein are a great success
story, and a great team. They are an example
for the rest of us of the power of hard work
and dedication, and of the importance of treat-
ing other people like members of your own
family. They are an important part of what
makes Laredo such a great city, and | am
proud to have had the chance to honor them
here today.

——

MEDAL OF HONOR WINNER LOUIS
CAPET SHEPARD

HON. STEVEN C. LaTOURETTE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, today |
had a flag flown over the United States Capitol
in honor of Louis Capet Shepard, the only
Medal of Honor winner from Ashtabula Coun-
ty, Ohio, which is in my congressional district.
Shepard served in the U.S. Navy during the
Civil War.

Louis C. Shepard was born in Ashtabula on
September 2, 1841, and served in the Navy
as an ordinary seaman. Shepard was awarded
the Medal of Honor for his valor during the as-
sault on Fort Fisher in North Carolina. The
Medal of Honor is the country’s highest award
for valor.

Each time a Medal of Honor is awarded, the
following words are spoken: “For Conspicuous
Gallantry and Intrepidity in Action at the Risk
of Life, Above and Beyond the Call of Duty.”
These words certainly exemplify Shepard’s ac-
tions during the assault on Fort Fisher on Jan-
uary 15, 1865.

According to records, Shepard was honored
for advancing gallantly through severe enemy
fire while armed only with a revolver and cut-
lass which made it impossible to return the fire
at that range. Shepard succeeded in not only
reaching the angle of the fort, but in being one
of the few to enter it. When the rest of the
men to his rear were forced to retreat due to
devastating fire, Shepard was forced to with-
draw and seek the shelter of one of the
mounds near the stockade. Shepard then suc-
ceeded in regaining the safety of his ship.
Shepard was just 23 years old at the time.

After the fall of Fort Fisher on January 15,
1865, the Confederate army evacuated its re-
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maining forts in the Cape Fear area, and
Union forces soon overtook Wilmington. Once
Wilmington fell, the supply line of the Confed-
eracy was severed, and the war soon ended.

It's a tremendous honor for Ashtabula Coun-
ty to be the home of a Medal of Honor winner.
Fewer than 3,500 Medals of Honor have been
awarded since the decoration was created in
1861. There were 1,522 awards for the Civil
War, and 307 of the medals were awarded to
men in the Navy. Of those, 195 medals went
to Ohioans, including Shepard, who died at
the age of 77 and is buried in Lakeview Cem-
etery in Port Clinton.

Mr. Speaker, the flag that was flown over
the United States Capitol today will be un-
veiled on Memorial Day during the dedication
ceremony for the new Ashtabula County Vet-
erans Memorial. | applaud VFW Post 3334 in
Jefferson for their efforts on behalf of the new
memorial, and for choosing to honor the valor
of Louis C. Shepard, the only Medal of Honor
winner from Ashtabula County.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | regret
that | missed rollcall votes No. 133 and No.
134 on April 26, 2005, and rolicall vote No.
140 on April 27, 2005. On April 26, 2005, |
was returning from Texas after attending a So-
cial Security workshop in Galveston with
President Bush and on April 27, 2005, | was
at the White House meeting with President
Bush.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“yes” on rollcall vote No. 133, a Motion to In-
struct Conferees on H.R. 1268, a bill making
emergency supplemental appropriations for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2005,
and for other purposes; | would have voted
“no” on rollcall vote No. 134, a Motion to In-
struct Conferees on H. Con. Res. 95, the Con-
gressional Budget Resolution for Fiscal Year
2006; and | would have voted “no” on rollcall
vote No. 140, a Motion to Recommit H. Res.
22, expressing the sense of the House of
Representatives that American small busi-
nesses are entitled to a Small Business Bill of
Rights

———————

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF JULIAN MONCEAUX, HOFF-
MANN LANE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Julian
Monceaux, Hoffmann Lane Elementary School
Teacher of the Year.

Mr. Monceaux earned his Bachelor's De-
gree at the University of Texas at San Anto-
nio. He is a veteran educator, with more than
20 years of teaching experience.

Currently, Mr. Monceaux is the Physical
Education Teacher for children of all grade
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levels at Hoffman Lane Elementary School in
the Comal Independent School District.

Mr. Monceaux believes strongly in the
power of physical education to improve the
lives of his students. He believes that physical
education should provide’ “opportunities for
students to develop physically, mentally, and
socially.” The program he teaches includes in-
formation and training to promote physical fit-
ness, wellness, nutrition, sportsmanship, motor
and manipulative development, specific skills
development, coordination, and good lifetime
habits.

Julian Monceaux has distinguished himself
through his tireless service to the children of
Hoffmann Lane Elementary School and the
people of Comal. His work as a physical edu-
cator is critical to the health and well-being of
his students, and | am happy to have the op-
portunity to honor him here today.

———

CONGRATULATING HOWARD UNI-
VERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW’S
MOOT COURT TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE AMERICAN BAR ASSO-
CIATION MOCK TRIAL COMPETI-
TION

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor excellence in education as | con-
gratulate the Howard University School of
Law’s Mock Trial Team for their outstanding
performance in the American Bar Association
Mock Trial Competition—besting Harvard Law
School and 6 other highly-regarded law
schools in this venerable contest.

This competition is designed to showcase
the dedication and talent of law school stu-
dents from across the country. Without ques-
tion, the Howard University students displayed
a great deal of both in their victorious efforts.

The Huver I. Brown Trial Advocacy Team
made history on April 2, 2005, becoming the
first team representing a historically black col-
lege or university to take overall first place in
the competition.

The team of 20 students sent four bright
young scholars to the competition: team cap-
tain, Derrick Simmons, along with Adonna
Bannister, Nisha Brooks and Chris Stewart.
Mr. Stewart also won the title of “Best Advo-
cate” during this year’s competition.

Mock Trial Court Competitions are an op-
portunity for law school students to dem-
onstrate their skills as advocates in a court
setting.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to say that the
team from my Alma Mater took on the chal-
lenge of an esteemed national competition
and used it as an opportunity to excel.

| was a member of the Mock Trial Team
when | was in law school at the University of
Maryland, so | know first-hand of the serious
dedication, hard work and countless hours of
preparation that is required to effectively dem-
onstrate a command of the law, rules of evi-
dence, and procedure.

Howard University’s victory represents the
very best in effort and education. | commend
Kurt Schmoke, the Dean of the Howard Uni-
versity School of Law, and Patrick Swygert,
the President of Howard University, for fos-
tering an atmosphere of excellence in which
students can succeed.
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Mr. Speaker, becoming a member of the
Huver |. Brown Trial Advocacy Team is one of
the highest honors a Howard law student can
earn. The Team is named for Huver I. Brown,
an African American attorney who in 1939
sued the District of Columbia Bar Association
to gain access to the District of Columbia Bar
Association Law Library.

During a trial, the presiding judge asked At-
torney Brown to provide legal support for an
argument he made. Because at that time only
white attorneys were allowed to use the law li-
brary, African American attorneys had to skill-
fully argue without the aid of legal precedent.

In his suit, Attorney Brown asserted that a
private bar group could not deny black lawyers
access to the law library because it was lo-
cated in a federal courthouse. Therefore, the
denial of access was unconstitutional. In 1941,
the lawsuit was settled, and African Americans
were allowed access to the library.

In winning that lawsuit, Huver |. Brown
achieved a phenomenal victory for the entire
country and generations yet unborn.

Mr. Speaker, the impressive win by Huver I.
Brown students at the national ABA Mock Trial
Competition this year is a testament to their
commitment of honoring the legacy for which
the team is named.

The victory is also a solid confirmation of
the recognition of Howard University as a na-
tional power. Such success is worthy of our
admiration and praise.

Let the triumph of the Huver I. Brown stu-
dents remind us of the rich tradition of African
American excellence in the mastery of law. |
look forward to meeting these future Thurgood
Marshalls and Johnnie Cochrans one day,
here in the halls of our nation’s Capitol, where
they would clearly serve well.

Again, | congratulate the members of How-
ard University School of Law’s Trial Advocacy
Team on their victory over Harvard Law
School in the American Bar Association Mock
Trial Competition.

————
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS T70TH
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION OF

BISHOP J.E. REDDICK

HON. GK. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize one of Eastern North Caro-
lina’s great public servants, Bishop J.E.
Reddick on the occasion of his seventieth
birthday celebration.

Bishop J.E. Reddick was born on Easter
Sunday afternoon on April 21, 1935. After
completing high school in 1953, Bishop
Reddick received his collegiate and profes-
sional training at Shaw University, A&T State
University and Hampton Institute. He is the re-
cipient of the Bachelor of Bible Degree and
the Master of Bible Philosophy Degree from
the American Bible Institute of Kansas City,
Missouri and has received two honorary Doc-
tor of Divinity Degrees from the Universal
Bible Institute of Alamo, Tennessee and Shaw
University Divinity School respectfully. The
United Christian College in Goldsboro, North
Carolina awarded him the Doctor Humane of
Letters.

Aside from his talents as preacher, teacher
and leader, Bishop Reddick’s main forte is his
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ability as a builder and administrator. He has
set Free Will Baptist precedents in the area of
church renovation, construction and programs.
Bishop Reddick is founder of the Mt. Calvary
Free Will Baptist Church, which today is re-
vered as one of the most functional, practical
and attractive churches in the Free Will Baptist
connection. He led Maury Chapel Free Will
Baptist Church congregation from a deterio-
rating building into a new church structure.
Piney Green and Union Grove Free Will Bap-
tist Churches were remodeled under the lead-
ership of Bishop Reddick.

Bishop J.E. Reddick remains highly active in
his community. He presently serves as Presi-
dent of the National Convention of Free WIill
Baptist USA, General Bishop of the United
American Free Will Baptist Denomination and
Presiding Annual Bishop of North West “B”
annual Conference. He also serves as Board
Member for Millennia Community Bank
(Greenville, NC) and Kinston Housing Author-
ity. He previously served as a Board Member
Chairman for the North Carolina Department
of Social Services. Bishop Reddick retired
from the Lenoir County Public School System
after serving 30 years. Bishop Reddick was
awarded the “Legion of Honor Award” by the
National Chaplain’s Association, which is pre-
sented to a clergyman for outstanding
achievements and accomplishments, and has
served 58 years as a Minister of the Gospel.

Bishop Reddick credits his success to faith
in God, Christian principles, love from family
and support of friends. | ask my colleagues to
join me in congratulating this fine man on sev-
enty years of accomplishments, and wish him
many more.

CONGRATULATING LLOYD HILL ON
HIS INDUCTION TO THE TEXAS
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL HALL
OF FAME

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, | congratulate
Mr. Lloyd Hill on his induction to the Texas
High School Football Hall of Fame. Lloyd
played high school football at Odessa Per-
mian.

In his senior year of high school, Lloyd Hill
was a vital cog in Odessa Permian’s high
powered offense in 1989. The Panthers
outscored their opponents 620-97 and won
the Texas 5A state championship with a 16—
0 record. Permian defeated Houston Aldine
28-14 in the Texas State title game that year.
Hill was an all-state receiver in 1989 and was
a two-time all-district pick. He was also se-
lected to play in the Texas High School
Coaches Association All-Star Game. Lloyd Hill
lettered at Texas Tech University from 1990-
1993 and still holds school receiving records
for—yards in a season (1,261), most 100 yard
games in a season (7), and most TDs in a
season (12). He ranks second on the Red
Raider career yardage list. Hill played profes-
sional football for the Shreveport Pirates in the
Canadian Football League and with the Hous-
ton ThunderBears of the Arena Football
League.

Again congratulations to Mr. Lloyd Hill on
receiving this recognition for his high school
career.
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF MARY SILVERS, MT. VALLEY
SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Mary Sil-
vers, Mt. Valley School Teacher of the Year.

Mary Silvers holds a Bachelor's degree from
the University of Texas at Austin. She cur-
rently runs the Title | reading program at Mt.
Valley School in the Comal Independent
School District.

Ms. Silvers is not only in the business of
teaching her children reading; she also teach-
es them good character and social skills. She
seeks to teach her students tolerance, and the
value of individual differences. She organizes
her classroom into small cooperative groups,
teaching her children how to work together as
she teaches them how to read.

Ms. Silvers wants her classroom to be a
pleasant place to learn, a place where her stu-
dents can feel safe and accepted. Her meth-
ods have brought her the recognition and
thanks of her school and her community.

Ms. Mary Silvers is an exceptional educator,
and the message of cooperation and tolerance
she brings to her students will stand them in
good stead throughout their lives. | am proud
to have had the chance to honor her here
today.

———

HONORING RITA K. RONEY
HON. RUBEN HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, this Saturday
the Girl Scouts—Tip of Texas Council will
honor Rita K. Roney with the Woman of Dis-
tinction Award. This award is given to some-
one who exemplifies the ideas and character-
istics of the Girl Scout movement and Rita
Roney is truly deserving of this honor.

A native of McAllen, Texas, Mrs. Roney
joined the Girl Scouts as a child and has con-
tinued to support this fine organization as an
adult. Working with the Girl Scout board of di-
rectors, she has been instrumental in raising
the needed funding for the amphitheatre at the
new Rio Grande Valley Girl Scout Camp. The
amphitheatre will be used for ceremonies,
chapel services and other programs.

Rita Roney has not just confined her efforts
to supporting the Girl Scouts. She is
wellknown throughout the region for her dedi-
cation to the community. She serves on nu-
merous boards including the Rio Grande Val-
ley Community Foundation, the McAllen Inter-
national Museum, the McAllen Medical Center
Auxiliary, the McAllen Opera Guild, the Rio
Grande Valley International Music Festival and
the McAllen Performing Arts.

She has a talent for fundraising that she
began honing at the age of 10 when she orga-
nized a school fundraiser for the March of
Dimes. Over the years, she has been instru-
mental in raising millions of dollars for groups
such as the Boys and Girls Club, the Muscular
Dystrophy  Association, Mujeres Unidas,
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