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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will now entertain ten 1-minutes
from each side.

——————

THE FIRST 100 DAYS OF THE 109TH
CONGRESS

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Madam Speaker, in the
first 100 days of this Congress, we have
passed class action fairness to combat
lawsuit abuse. We have passed a supple-
mental appropriation funding our
troops and their successful war in Iraq.
We have passed a budget resolution. We
have enforced and passed the REAL ID
Act and border security, implementing
driver’s license reforms, defending our
borders, strengthening deportation
laws. We have passed the death tax re-
peal, the bankruptcy bill, and the Job
Training Improvement Act. These are
significant accomplishments.

Some on the other side of the aisle
would prefer to bring down the char-
acter of a man that leads this Cham-
ber. I suggest when my colleagues are
out of ideas and out of opportunities,
they attack other people.

It is time to get our own House in
order. Lead forth the American people
on behalf of the American people and
stop this name calling, finger pointing,
and derogatory accusations.

America’s House of Representatives
is much better than that. Let us lead
by example. Let us not lead by destruc-
tion.

——
FRIENDS FOR THE CHILDREN

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
in 1993 a gentleman in my community,
Duncan Campbell, provided three full-
time friends for 24 at-risk children,
children who were at the bottom of the
barrel, children who were guaranteed
to fail, not just poor but without fam-
ily support.

With the efforts of these full-time
mentors and this innovative program,
we have produced stunning results over
the course of the last 12 years. Ninety-
eight percent of these children are still
in school. Ninety-seven percent have
passing grades. Ninety-eight percent
have never been incarcerated. Ninety-
seven percent do not use drugs or alco-
hol on a regular basis.

Today, this program has spread
across the country. It is in 11 different
communities with over 600 children.
First Lady Laura Bush is expected to
visit the Friends of Children program
in Portland tomorrow. I commend her
for taking the time to visit with the
kids and learning more about this pro-
gram.

Tomorrow, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. CHABOT), my colleague, and I are
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introducing legislation that would au-
thorize $7.5 million for Friends of Chil-
dren to support local programs at ex-
isting sites and disseminate this infor-
mation to policy-makers around the
country to make a commitment to im-
proving the lives of at-risk children.

————

THE MINUTEMEN PROJECT

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, government waste, fraud, and
abuse have taken every shape and form
one can imagine, and now it is even af-
fecting our lax immigration policies.

The U.S. Government recently spent
close to $240 million to help our border
patrol with the latest technology. The
problem is the equipment does not
work. That is right, $240 million and
the government is left with a bunch of
useless equipment. Sounds like we
ought to get a refund.

The border patrol needs all the help
it can get, and for the last few weeks,
hundreds of concerned citizens formed
the largest Neighborhood Watch in Ari-
zona, the Minuteman Project. Their
goal is to help spot illegal aliens cross-
ing the border from Mexico.

Ordinary people watching the border
and easily spotting aliens illegally
crossing should outrage every single
Member of Congress. How can we claim
to be for national security, for the rule
of law, when such incredible violation
takes place in front of our very own
eyes?

Madam Speaker, America is a very
generous Nation, but we are allowing
our laws to be broken and our borders
to be violated without consequence.

It is long past time we secure our
borders, reevaluate our immigration
laws, and get serious about national se-
curity.

———

GM AND THE AMERICAN FISCAL
CRISIS

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, it
used to be said that what is good for
GM is good for the country. Well,
things are not so great for GM. What
does that say about America?

Their cars are not selling because
they face skyrocketing health care
costs that put them at a competitive
disadvantage with Toyota and other
companies.

For every car GM produces, they ac-
tually spend more on health care than
on steel. Yet it is not the United States
Congress, the White House, seeking to
help GM out of this problem. GM’s
knight in shining armor is Toyota.

On Monday, Toyota’s chairman said
the Japanese auto maker was consid-
ering raising its prices in order to give
American car makers some breathing
room.
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Here is what former Governor John
Engler from Michigan said of the GM
crisis: We cannot, with the deficits we
face today, step in and help this com-
pany get back on its feet.

We are too deep in debt to save hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs and help an
American company compete and win.

Today, we are facing a fiscal crisis
that is stripping America of its ability
to compete and win. The health care
crisis facing General Motors is the
same health care crisis facing the Fed-
eral Government and every American
family, and yet we are in debt of nearly
$8 trillion and unable to compete and
win in today’s economy.

———————

CONGRATULATING VILLA MA-
DONNA ACADEMY ON ITS FORTH-
COMING CENTENNIAL ANNIVER-
SARY

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
the Villa Madonna Academy of Villa
Hills, Kentucky, on its forthcoming
centennial anniversary on May 14, 2005.

Villa Madonna Academy carries a
long, distinguished reputation of pre-
paring students to respect themselves
and others, to have a sense of self-dis-
cipline, to accept personal responsi-
bility for their attitudes and actions,
and to dedicate themselves to aca-
demic excellence and lifelong learning.

Villa Madonna Academy has dem-
onstrated its academic distinction by
being the only greater Cincinnati-
northern Kentucky area high school to
receive designation, under two separate
criteria, as a U.S. Department of Edu-
cation Blue Ribbon School of Excel-
lence two consecutive years in 2002 and
2003.

Villa Madonna Academy’s partner-
ship with the nearby Benedictine Sis-
ters of St. Walburg Monastery provides
opportunities for area youth to partici-
pate in a variety of sports activities
and be outstanding neighbors in our
community.

Once again, I want to congratulate
the students, teachers and alumni of
the Villa Madonna Academy on its cen-
tennial anniversary and to thank them
for being such fine individuals and
stewards of our community.

WORKERS’ RIGHTS IN BREWER,
MAINE

(Mr. MICHAUD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, an
all-out attack on workers’ rights is
happening in Brewer, Maine; and I
come to the House floor today to tell
DHL that it is time for them to stop
their assault.

These Brewer workers have borne the
brunt of these union-busting practices,
and they are paying the price. For
many, the price of their jobs has been
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