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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, ear-
lier this year, the House Republican 
leadership purged the Committee on 
Standards of Official Conduct of three 
of the Republican Members. Serving on 
this committee, where one is charged 
with investigating and possibly 
reprimanding one’s own colleagues is 
not an easy assignment, but it is a very 
important one. 

The gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
HEFLEY), the chairman, and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) 
and the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
HULSHOF) wanted to continue to serve 
on the committee, a committee unlike 
most in this Chamber, that worked in a 
bipartisan fashion. Could that have 
been their downfall? 

After losing his chairmanship, the 
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. HEFLEY) 
told The Washington Post, and I am 
quoting, ‘‘There’s a bad perception out 
there that there was a purge in the 
committee and that people were put in 
that would protect our side of the aisle 
better than I did.’’

b 1030 
He continues, ‘‘No one should be 

there to protect anybody; they should 
be there to protect the integrity of the 
institution.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I could not have 
said it better myself. The integrity of 
the House is much more important 
than any one Member. It is time the 
Republican leadership learns that les-
son. 

f 

CUBAN POLICIES 
(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks. 

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in support and commend the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) and 
others for raising H. Con. Res. 81 to 
mark the 2-year anniversary on the 
latest crackdown on human rights in 
Cuba. This is simply the latest crack-
down. These have been occurring for 
more than 45 years now. 

I also commend those who have come 
to this city to encourage more travel 
to Cuba and allow more travel to Cuba. 
Recently, Fidel Castro’s government 
issued an edict to all state employees, 
which is by definition everyone on the 
island, saying they should have mini-
mal travel with tourists and travelers 
because it is, for one thing, promoting 
individualism. I would submit that is a 
very good thing, and we ought to want 
more of it. I would encourage this body 
to again, as we have done year after 
year after year, allow Americans the 
freedom to travel wherever they please. 

f 

RESTORE ETHICS RULES IN HOUSE 
(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, ac-
cording to the morning papers, the Re-
publican majority may now be ready to 
drop its new ethics rules and restore 
stronger rules that were written by 
Democrats and Republicans. It is about 
time. 

We need to restore the old rules im-
mediately so the Committee on Stand-
ards of Official Conduct can begin in-
vestigating possible unethical behav-
ior, questionable actions that have 
been in the national papers over the 
last couple of months. 

As the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
DELAY), the majority leader, said back 
in November 1995: ‘‘The time has come 
that the American people know exactly 
what their representatives are doing 
here in Washington. Are they feeding 
at the public trough, taking lobbyist-
paid vacations, getting wined and dined 
by special interest groups, or are they 
working hard to represent their con-
stituents. The American people have a 
right to know.’’ 

That was the majority leader, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY), 10 
years ago. The majority leader was 
right. The American people deserve an-
swers; and, unfortunately, they will 
not get those answers under the weak-
ened ethics rules. Hopefully, the Re-
publican majority has come to its 
senses and will restore the old rules 
later this week. If the majority leader 
really believes his comments from 10 
years ago, I would think he would join 
us in our fight. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
EMERSON). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the pending business is the ques-
tion of the Speaker’s approval of the 
Journal of the last day’s proceedings. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evi-
dently a quorum is not present. 

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-
sent Members. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 371, nays 47, 
answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 15, as 
follows:

[Roll No. 135] 

YEAS—371

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Andrews 
Baca 
Bachus 
Baker 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 

Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bass 
Bean 
Beauprez 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 

Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehlert 
Boehner 
Bonilla 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boren 

Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd 
Bradley (NH) 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (OH) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Cardin 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carson 
Carter 
Case 
Castle 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Chocola 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Cox 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cubin 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Cunningham 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (FL) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis (TN) 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
DeLay 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Evans 
Everett 
Farr 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick (PA) 
Flake 
Foley 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gibbons 
Gilchrest 
Gillmor 

Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Granger 
Graves 
Green (WI) 
Green, Al 
Hall 
Harman 
Harris 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Hayworth 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth 
Higgins 
Hinojosa 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Honda 
Hostettler 
Hoyer 
Hulshof 
Hyde 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Istook 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Jenkins 
Jindal 
Johnson (CT) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jones (OH) 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kelly 
Kennedy (MN) 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick (MI) 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline 
Knollenberg 
Kolbe 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Langevin 
Lantos 
LaTourette 
Leach 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lipinski 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mack 
Maloney 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Markey 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCrery 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McKinney 
McMorris 
McNulty 

Meehan 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Millender-

McDonald 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy 
Murtha 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Ney 
Northup 
Norwood 
Nunes 
Nussle 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Osborne 
Otter 
Owens 
Oxley 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Paul 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Pence 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pombo 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Portman 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reyes 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Ross 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Ryun (KS) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanders 
Saxton 
Schiff 
Schwartz (PA) 
Schwarz (MI) 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shaw 
Shays 
Sherman 
Sherwood 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
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Simmons 
Simpson 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Sodrel 
Solis 
Souder 
Stark 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Sweeney 

Tauscher 
Taylor (NC) 
Terry 
Thomas 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tierney 
Towns 
Turner 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Visclosky 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh 
Wamp 

Wasserman 
Schultz 

Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Weldon (FL) 
Weldon (PA) 
Wexler 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wynn 
Young (AK) 

NAYS—47

Baird 
Baldwin 
Brady (PA) 
Capuano 
Costello 
DeFazio 
Filner 
Ford 
Fossella 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutknecht 
Hart 
Hastings (FL) 
Hefley 
Hinchey 

Holt 
Kucinich 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LoBiondo 
Marshall 
McCotter 
McDermott 
Miller, George 
Moran (KS) 
Nadler 
Oberstar 
Peterson (MN) 
Ramstad 
Sabo 

Sanchez, Loretta 
Schakowsky 
Strickland 
Stupak 
Tanner 
Taylor (MS) 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tiberi 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Waters 
Weller 
Whitfield 
Wu 

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—1

Tancredo 

NOT VOTING—15

Brown, Corrine 
English (PA) 
Fattah 
Gutierrez 
Hooley 

Hunter 
Kennedy (RI) 
Menendez 
Rothman 
Spratt 

Velázquez 
Watson 
Westmoreland 
Wicker 
Young (FL) 

So the Journal was approved. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded.
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to House 
Resolution 232, this time has been des-
ignated for the taking of the official 
photo of the House of Representatives 
in session. 

The House will be in a brief recess 
while the Chamber is being prepared 
for the photo. As soon as these prepara-
tions are complete, the House will im-
mediately resume its actual session for 
the taking of the photograph. 

About 5 minutes after that, the 
House will proceed with the business of 
the House. 

For the information of the Members, 
when the Chair says the House will be 
in order, we are ready to take our pic-
ture. That will be in just a few min-
utes. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 
12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares the 
House in recess while the Chamber is 
being prepared. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 59 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess while the Chamber was being pre-
pared.

f 

b 1100 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order at 11 a.m. 

(Thereupon, the Members sat for the 
official photograph of the House of 

Representatives for the 109th Con-
gress.) 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 
12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares the 
House in recess subject to the call of 
the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 2 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 

b 1115 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SIMPSON) at 11 o’clock 
and 15 minutes a.m. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H. RES. 22, EXPRESSING THE 
SENSE OF THE HOUSE THAT 
AMERICAN SMALL BUSINESSES 
ARE ENTITLED TO A SMALL 
BUSINESS BILL OF RIGHTS 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 235 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 235

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 
resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in 
the House the resolution (H. Res. 22) express-
ing the sense of the House of Representatives 
that American small businesses are entitled 
to a Small Business Bill of Rights. The 
amendments to the resolution and the pre-
amble recommended by the Committee on 
Small Business now printed in the resolution 
are considered as adopted. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the resolution and preamble, as amended, to 
final adoption without intervening motion or 
demand for division of the question except: 
(1) one hour of debate equally divided and 
controlled by the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Small 
Business; and (2) one motion to recommit, 
which may not contain instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from West Virginia (Mrs. 
CAPITO) is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. MATSUI), pending 
which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 22 calls for a 
commonsense Small Business Bill of 
Rights that spells out urgent actions 
that Congress should take to allow 
small businesses to thrive. 

Ninety percent of all employers in 
our country are small businesses, and 
70 percent of all new jobs created in 
America are created by these small lo-
cally owned businesses. Small busi-
nesses, stores, manufacturers, and 
farms drive the economic engine of 

many communities across the country. 
They truly are the backbone of Amer-
ica. 

Many obstacles confront a small 
business owner looking to expand his 
or her company to provide more jobs 
and investment.

Frivolous lawsuits are a constant and 
a costly threat to small businesses 
across the country. The rising cost of 
health care has made it difficult and, 
in many cases, impossible for small 
business owners to offer health care to 
their employees. Today, over 60 percent 
of small business employees do not 
have health insurance. 

Soaring energy costs make it dif-
ficult for small manufacturers to 
produce goods at a competitive price. 
The cost of natural gas and other feed-
stocks is taking up a larger and ever-
growing share of the budget of manu-
facturers. 

In the 109th Congress, the People’s 
house has already acted on several of 
the items called for in this resolution. 
Two weeks ago, we passed legislation 
to permanently repeal the death tax, a 
tax that puts a huge burden on small 
business owners and takes away re-
sources that are vital to families seek-
ing to keep farms and businesses in 
their family. 

Last week, we passed the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 2005 to help reduce the cost 
of energy. The legislation provides 
money for clean coal technology that 
will help coal continue to provide low-
cost energy while protecting our envi-
ronment. Provisions will also open new 
refineries and new oil reserves into the 
market. All of these measures will help 
lower the cost of energy for small busi-
nesses. 

In February, President Bush signed 
the Class Action Fairness Act into law. 
This law is a strong first step in lim-
iting frivolous lawsuits that burden 
our economy and destroy job growth. 

There is still much more to be done. 
In the past two Congresses, we passed 
legislation allowing for Association 
Health Plans. These plans would per-
mit small businesses to join together 
through trade associations across 
State lines to gain purchasing power in 
the health insurance market. 

Health insurance is the biggest chal-
lenge facing small business today, 
hands down. Many small business own-
ers want nothing more than to offer af-
fordable health care to all of their 
workers. These owners know their em-
ployees personally and know their em-
ployees’ spouses and children, making 
that decision not to offer health cov-
erage an agonizing one. Yet many 
small business owners make this choice 
because of the rising cost of health 
care. 

We must pass legislation to allow 
small businesses to have the same pur-
chasing power as large corporations in 
the health insurance market. 

With millions of small business em-
ployees among the uninsured, associa-
tion health plans are one of the most 
important things Congress can do for 
our Nation’s workers. 
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