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SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CARTER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. MCCARTHY addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HENSARLING) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. HENSARLING addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
take this time for my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
f 

IN SUPPORT OF LIEUTENANT 
PANTANO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, today is the second day of the 
Article 32 hearing for Second Lieuten-
ant Ilario Pantano, a marine who I 
have talked about at great length who 
has served our Nation bravely in both 
Gulf Wars. 

In an action of self-defense a year 
ago, Lieutenant Pantano made a split-
second battlefield decision to shoot two 
Iraqi insurgents who refused to follow 
his orders to stop their movement to-
wards him. Two and one-half months 
later, a sergeant under his command, 
who never even saw the shooting and 
who was earlier demoted for his lack of 
leadership abilities, accused him of 
murder. Because of that, Lieutenant 
Pantano today continues to face an Ar-
ticle 32 hearing where a hearing officer 
will determine whether he will face a 
court-martial for two counts of pre-
meditated murder. 

Mr. Speaker, today’s hearing came to 
a halt when it became apparent that 
Lieutenant Pantano’s accuser, Ser-
geant Coburn, had recently violated his 

superior’s orders not to give interviews 
on this case. The defense showed that 
he has interviewed with many media 
outlets. Just last week, New York Mag-
azine ran a cover story on this case 
with multiple quotes from Sergeant 
Coburn. It is clear that his testimony 
cannot be considered credible. 

What is happening to this young man 
is an injustice. I see absolutely no way 
these charges can move forward any 
further when the accuser and key wit-
ness in this case is an individual who 
did not see the incident, has contin-
ually disobeyed orders, and who has 
clearly made it his mission to defame 
the character and integrity of a supe-
rior who demoted him for poor per-
formance. 

Lieutenant Pantano has served this 
Nation in great honor. My personal ex-
perience with him and his family con-
vinced me that he is a dedicated family 
man who loves his Corps and his coun-
try. By all accounts, he was an excep-
tional marine. 

I hope that in the next day or two as 
these hearings end, the hearing officer 
comes to the same conclusion that I 
and many like me have come to, that 
Lieutenant Pantano should never have 
been charged in the first place, and 
that all charges against him are 
dropped. I hope and pray that the truth 
will prevail. 

Mr. Speaker, I have put in a resolu-
tion, House Resolution 167, to support 
Lieutenant Pantano as he faces trial. I 
hope that my colleagues in the House 
will take some time to read my resolu-
tion and look into this situation for 
themselves. But, most of all, I hope it 
is not necessary for us to discuss this 
further after this week. 

I close with a quote from a witness in 
today’s trial, Navy Corpsman George 
‘‘Doc’’ Gobles, who was present during 
the shooting, but did not actually see 
anything. He did, however, testify to 
the character and leadership of Lieu-
tenant Pantano. When he was asked 
about Lieutenant Pantano on the stand 
earlier today, he said, ‘‘I just felt a 
sense of security when a situation 
arose, I knew he would be able to take 
care of it. I felt the safest with this 
platoon, more than any other platoon 
in our company, more than anything 
because of Lieutenant Pantano and his 
leadership.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, as I close I want to 
mention that his mother, who is a won-
derful lady from New York whom I 
have had the pleasure of talking to on 
several occasions, has set up an Inter-
net Web site. It is 
www.defendthedefenders.org, and I 
would ask my colleagues to please look 
into this and join me on House Resolu-
tion 167. I ask the good Lord in heaven 
to please bless Lieutenant Pantano and 
his family, and I ask the good Lord to 
please bless all of our men and women 
in uniform and their families, and I ask 
God to please bless America.

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING 
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a) 
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO 
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN 
RESOLUTIONS 
Mr. PUTNAM, from the Committee 

on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 109–60) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 242) waiving a requirement of 
clause 6(a) of rule XIII with respect to 
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

REAL SOLUTIONS FOR 
IMMIGRATION POLICY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this evening to continue my ongoing 
efforts to offer real solutions to fix our 
immigration system and to highlight 
the real contributions of our Nation’s 
immigrant community. 

Last week, we talked about CNN’s 
Lou Dobbs and his ‘‘Broken Borders’’ 
segment. We talked about how Mr. 
Dobbs uses his show to offer a venue to 
anti-immigrant extremists. We talked 
about how, between all of his regular 
guests, one would be hard-pressed to 
find a solution to the challenges we 
face, because they would rather dema-
gogue and divide than offer tangible 
ideas or pragmatic proposals. I guess 
they think it is better for ratings, bet-
ter for raising money for their organi-
zations, or better for riling up their 
membership. 

Well, let me say this: It is not better 
for America. It is not better for Amer-
ica to do nothing about an immigra-
tion system that hurts families, ham-
pers businesses, and harms commu-
nities. 

So, this evening, I thought we could 
continue our discussion on mending 
borders, and I thought we could do it 
by answering a few questions that Mr. 
Dobbs left unanswered at the end of his 
show last week. 

Let me start with Ray from Michi-
gan’s comment. Ray wrote the fol-
lowing to Mr. Dobbs: ‘‘Isn’t hiring ille-
gal aliens just another way to 
outsource labor? The money doesn’t 
stay in the United States.’’ 

Well, Ray from Michigan, since Mr. 
Dobbs did not refute the inaccuracy of 
your statement, let me point you to a 
recent study by the Inter-American De-
velopment Bank. 

According to the study, approxi-
mately 16.7 million U.S. workers born 
in Latin America had a combined gross 
income of $450 billion last year, of 
which 93 percent was spent locally. 
That means billions of dollars spent at 
local stores for local services, that 
means hundreds of thousands of jobs 
created. Just look at Chicago. Accord-
ing to a study by the Center For Urban 
Economic Development at the Univer-
sity of Illinois, the estimated 220 un-
documented immigrants in the Chicago 
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