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offenders and dealers. Truett became known
as a uniquely fair but independent minded
lawmaker—a reputation which he would carry
throughout his career.

In 1972, Truett returned to the full-time prac-
tice of law, but just four years later he chose
to run for a seat on Florida’s Second District
Court of Appeal. He not only won the seat, but
was reelected in 1982 with a nearly 90 per-
cent approval rating in a Florida Bar Associa-
tion poll. When Truett retired from the bench
in 1986, he was serving as Chief Judge.

Truett Ott’s service to his community did not
end at the office door. A faithful servant of
God, Truett taught Sunday school for 55 years
and gave back to others through his work with
a host of service organizations including the
Boy Scouts of America, YMCA, United Way,
Metropolitan Ministries, the Billy Graham Cru-
sade, the Boys Club and the Pike County As-
sociation.

Truett Ott was a role model for us all. On
behalf of the entire Tampa Bay community, |
would like to thank him for his service and ex-
tend my deepest sympathies to his family. His
contributions and his character will not be for-
gotten and set high standards for generations
to come.

——————
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Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Conor Michael O’'Rourke of Ar-
lington, Virginia. Conor has not only achieved
the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of
America; he has pursued his accomplishments
with a sincere commitment to the fundamental
ideals of improving our community. As a mem-
ber of Troop 50 in the National Capital Area
Council, Conor has exemplified the finest
qualities of leadership and citizenship in earn-
ing Boy Scouts’ most prestigious award. He is
currently a junior at Bishop Denis J. O’Connell
High School in Arlington, Virginia and is the
older son of Mary Anne and Michael
O’Rourke.

At Troop 50, Conor has provided leadership
in a variety of positions. He has led his troop
as Patrol Leader (twice), Assistant Senior Pa-
trol Leader, and High Adventure Assistant
Crew Chief. In addition, he served for several
years as Den Chief, in which he was a role
model and guide to a group of Cub Scouts at
St. Thomas More School in Arlington.

As a Boy Scout, Conor has trekked through
the mountains of New Mexico on horseback,
explored underground caves, sailed the Flor-
ida Keys and went on numerous camping
trips. He has earned 28 merit badges and four
religious awards, including the Boy Scout Ad
Altare Dei. He is truly an exemplary Scout.

For his Eagle Scout Leadership Service
Project, Conor directed three dozen volun-
teers, who donated over 140 hours of labor to
the Arlington County Department of Parks and
Recreation for the construction of a new park
trail.

Because of his dedication and service to the
community, | have great expectations for
Conor—he will be among the young men who
leads our Nation through the 21st. Century.
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Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Conor Michael O’Rourke for
achiving the highest distinction of Eagle Scout,
and wish him luck on all of his future endeav-
ors.
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HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 8, 2005

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, it is
my pleasure today to congratulate Ruth Ann
Norton, whose important work in preventing
lead positioning has received national acclaim.
Ms. Norton recently received the Nation’s top
community health honor, a 2005 Robert Wood
Johnson Community Health Leadership award.

Ms. Norton is one of 10 recipients nation-
wide recognized for their outstanding contribu-
tions to community health. As part of the
award, Ms. Norton will receive a grant of more
than $100,000 to augment her efforts.

As recently as 2002, one out of every 25
children nationwide was diagnosed with lead
poisoning. The City of Baltimore, where Ms.
Norton’s efforts are focused, has among the
highest numbers of pre-1940 rental properties
in the Nation—and buildings constructed in
that timeframe often contain lead paint. The
children living in these buildings often develop
asthma or lead poisoning that can cause seri-
ous disabilities and impairments.

Unwilling to accept the fact that children are
exposed to hazardous environments, espe-
cially in their own homes, Ms. Norton left the
business world to become Executive Director
of the Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poi-
soning in 1994. She transformed the Coalition
from a one-person organization to a 30—per-
son primary prevention organization that has
provided direct program services to thousands
of at-risk clients. The majority of those helped
by the Coalition are single, African-American
mothers and pregnant women living in high
risk and low-income communities in Baltimore.

Under her leadership, the Coalition has
played a significant role in reducing childhood
lead poisoning in Baltimore by 91 percent in
less than a decade. This success is the result
of preventative strategies and public policy
changes advocated for by the Coalition, such
as requiring lead reductions in housing stock,
providing relocation opportunities for families
living in hazardous buildings, and testing chil-
dren for lead paint poisoning. The Coalition
has also been credited with playing a primary
role in the dramatic decline in lead-poisoned
children statewide—from 14,000 in 1993 to
less than 2,000 in 2003.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize Ms.
Norton’s dedication to improving the health of
Maryland’s children, and to congratulate her
for this well-deserved Community Health
Leadership award.

———
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor Julie Puentes for her
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dedicated service to the people of Orange
County, California. Ms. Puentes has dem-
onstrated a commitment to excellence and has
made our community a better place to live.

Julie Puentes is the Executive Vice Presi-
dent of Public Affairs for the Orange County
Business Council, a countywide organization
comprised primarily of Orange County’s larg-
est employers and small businesses dedicated
to Orange County’s economic vitality. She
serves as a member of the organization’s ex-
ecutive management team and manages the
Business Council’'s Advocacy program. She
coordinates the Business Council Investor lob-
bying efforts which are intended to foster a
positive business climate and preserve Or-
ange County’s quality of life. During her time
at the OCBC, Julie has done an exemplary job
of building relationships, particularly with Or-
ange County’s federal, state and local rep-
resentatives. She also works closely with other
chambers of commerce and regional eco-
nomic development organizations.

Before she joined the Orange County Busi-
ness Council professional staff Ms. Puentes
was the owner of JFConsulting, a public af-
fairs consulting firm. Her firm focused on en-
gaging the business community in the devel-
opment of public policy and more business-
friendly environmental regulation. From 1978—
1991, Ms. Puentes served as Chief of Staff to
Senator Marian Bergeson, culminating a 20-
year career in public service for five state leg-
islators.

Ms. Puentes served in the Wilson Adminis-
tration as a member of the State Job Training
Coordinating Council (now the state Workforce
Investment Board) and the Governor’s School-
to-Career Advisory Council. She serves on the
Board of Directors of the Orange County Pub-
lic Affairs Association and Citizens Against
Lawsuit Abuse, and is a member of the Cali-
fornia  Chamber of Commerce Advocacy
Council.

We rely upon citizens like Julie Puentes to
sustain the spirit of our communities. | have
relied on her advice in addressing various
water and transportation challenges facing our
community and state. Julie Puentes has
earned my many thanks and | wish her great
success in all her future endeavors.
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Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to recognize Kelly Black
for her award as Best Female Performer in the
11th annual High School Music Theatre HON-
ORS awards in San Jose.

This year, over 25 Bay Area High Schools
competed in 10 unique categories. Judges
from the American Musical Theatre were sent
to each school to watch and evaluate perform-
ances. Judges were instructed to evaluate the
quality of each production and performance,
while keeping in mind each school’s budget
and available resources. This annual competi-
tion awarded four students who reside within
California’s 16th district.

Kelly is a student from Oak Grove High
School. She won the Best Female Performer
award for her role of Velma Kelly in “Chi-
cago”. Kelly will receive a scholarship to the
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