H4558

Crimes involving sexual misconduct
on the part of U.N. staff is yet another
example of the ways the U.N. is unfit
to operate in its current state and
must be reformed at all costs to restore
its integrity and its authority. In the
Congo, Burundi, and Sierra Leone, U.N.
peacekeepers have reportedly engaged
in gross sexual misconduct, exploi-
tation, and even systematic rape.

In Bosnia, the U.N. police mission
has been accused of corruption as well
as sex trafficking. But thus far the
U.N. has squashed an investigation
into the involvement of its police in
the enslavement of Eastern European
women in Bosnia in brothels.

The U.N. Reform Act of 2005 specifi-
cally includes provisions to deter the
most egregious instances of sexual mis-
conduct that have occurred in recent
years. Specifically, we will be man-
dating the adoption of the minimum
standards of qualifications for senior
leaders and managers.

Furthermore, the bill will have an
adoption of a Uniform Code of Conduct
for all U.N. peacekeepers. Also, the in-
stitution of educational outreach pro-
grams designed to explain prohibited
acts on the U.N. peacekeepers to local
populations, and providing a means for
them to direct complaints or allega-
tions of abuse. And it will establish a
permanent professional and inde-
pendent investigative body dedicated
to U.N. peacekeeping.

The U.N. mismanagement of con-
tracts and administration in the Oil-
for-Food program is yet another prob-
lem that we have seen; and this, com-
bined with Saddam Hussein’s abuse of
the program through vouchers, sur-
charges, and kickbacks, enabled the
Iraqi regime to make a mockery of the
program that was ostensibly set up to
help its suffering people by collecting
an estimated $20 billion while the U.N.
refused to intervene.

Similar scandals have rocked the
United Nations in the recent past. No-
table examples are in 1995, the Kenya
UNICEF office defrauded or squandered
up to $10 million in agency funds. In
1996, a senior official was investigated
on suspicion of embezzling between
$200,000 and $600,000. In 1997, 16 past or
current UNDP employees were placed
under investigation after more than $6
million was found to have been si-
phoned off over an 8-year period.

These acts did not occur in a vacu-
um, but were rather part of a pattern
of systematic financial mismanage-
ment and corruption that have been
going on for too many years. The
Henry Hyde U.N. Reform Act of 2005
has built-in budget certification re-
quirements and accountability provi-
sions that include holding the Sec-
retary General accountable for certi-
fying that the U.N.’s biannual budget
is maintained at the approved level.

By requiring transparency within the
U.N. budget, creating an Office of In-
ternal Oversight Services, and an Of-
fice of Ethics, we ensure that no one in
the United Nations, from the most sen-
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ior officials to the low-ranking employ-
ees, will be above the law.

There will be many amendments of-
fered that will help to further strength-
en this bill, amendments such as the
one that I have had the pleasure of
working on with my friend and col-
league, the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. McCOTTER). He is addressing a
problem that we have with Syria.

Syria’s continuing presence in Leb-
anon is in violation of the United Na-
tions Security Council 1559 and other
applications of international law. This
is a test of the effectiveness of the U.N.
and a test of the willingness of its lead-
ership to ensure full compliance with
U.N. mandates in order to prevent a
rogue state, such as Syria, from mak-
ing a mockery of U.N. Security Council
resolutions.

Syria continues to maintain a sizable
intelligence presence in Lebanon, and
it has recently mobilized to mount an
assassination campaign against anti-
Syrian-Lebanese political figures. Both
Syria and Iran also continue to arm
their military proxy, the terrorist
group Hezbollah. Absent substantial
international pressure, Syria will con-
tinue to proceed with its campaign
aimed at destabilizing Lebanon’s inter-
nal affairs in clear violation of the
United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution 1559 and in breach of inter-
national law.

The McCotter amendment, cospon-
sored by another great freedom fighter,
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL), calls on the U.S. permanent
representative to ensure full imple-
mentation of the United Nations Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1559, particu-
larly relating to the presence of Syrian
security and intelligence personnel and
the disarming of Hezbollah and other
militias. If compliance is not verified
and certified, it calls for an adoption of
a resolution by the United Nations Se-
curity Council to impose punitive
measures on Syria and other foreign
forces, such as Iran, who directly, or
through their proxies, are interfering
with Lebanese political independence
and sovereignty.

I am also working with my col-
leagues on an amendment that calls for
the establishment of a U.N. Democracy
Fund, and this will assist countries
that are emerging democracies or de-
mocracies in transition. I request the
support of all of our colleagues in this
Chamber for these amendments as well
as for the underlying bill.

Mr. Speaker, just as the TUnited
States took the lead in forging the cre-
ation of the United Nations in the
aftermath of World War II, we must
lead the organization toward greater
relevance and capability in this new
era. The United States has waited pa-
tiently as the United Nations has paid
lip service to nominal efforts to reform
itself.

Tomorrow, I strongly urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
vote in favor of this amendment and
this measure, and, in effect, save the
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U.N. from itself. So I urge all our col-
leagues to vote in a bipartisan manner
and pass the Henry Hyde U.N. Reform
Act of 2005.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. CUELLAR (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and the balance of
the week on account of family medical
reasons.

Mrs. BoNO (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for today after 3:30 p.m. and
the balance of the week on account of
attending her daughter’s graduation.

Mr. HYDE (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for today on account of per-
sonal reasons.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DEFAZIO) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD, for 5 min-
utes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. GUTKNECHT, for 5 minutes, June
22.

Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, June 16.

———

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Jeff Trandahl, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on June 9, 2005 he presented
to the President of the United States,
for his approval, the following bill.

H.R. 1760. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 215
Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard in Madi-

son, Wisconsin, as the ‘Robert M. La
Follette, Sr. Post Office Building”’.
——
ADJOURNMENT

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 43 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, June 16, 2005, at 10
a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:
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