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about. The gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. SMITH) can relate to what I am
about to say, and I ask the gentleman
from Illinois (Chairman HYDE) to do so
as well.

More than a year ago, the governing
side of the OSCE was met with threats
from the country Russia. And we agree
even today that transparency and ac-
countability in that organization is
critical. They hold most of their under-
takings behind closed doors. They oper-
ate on the consensus rule, and it pri-
marily stagnates the mission of the
OSCE. But Russia said that unless the
United States paid more dues, interest-
ingly enough in this particular in-
stance, and that they paid less dues,
and that reform measures that they
were seeking were implemented, that
they would withhold their dues from
the OSCE. It did not stop the organiza-
tion from running. It is not going to
stop the Assembly from taking place
here in Washington, D.C., July 1
through July 5. But what it did was
that threat caused turmoil inside the
organization that is in need of reform,
and I think we run into the same Kkind
of measure here in this particular pro-
posal.

Listen, Madeleine Albright and John
Danforth, Richard Holbrooke and
Jeane Kirkpatrick are nobody’s rook-
ies, and they are not naive when it
comes to what is needed. Thomas Pick-
ering and Bill Richardson and Donald
McHenry and Andrew Young, all eight
of these individuals were people that
served as our Ambassadors under Re-
publican and Democratic administra-
tions to the United Nations, and during
that entire period of time, each of
them in their own way contributed to
meaningful reform. All of them have
said, The need for United Nations re-
form is clear, but we urge that you
carefully consider this legislation be-
cause it will not, it will not, do the
necessary reforms at the U.N.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TERRY). The gentleman’s time has ex-
pired.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
appreciate the kindness and flexibility
of my good friend from Florida.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT).

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to rise in support of the rule and
the Henry J. Hyde U.N. Reform Act,
and just as proud to rise in tribute to
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
HYDE).

When the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. HYDE) feels something needs fix-
ing, we had better take notice and
know it needs fixing.

We need an organization of nations
that cares about human rights, but we
need a united group of nations that be-
lieves more in the rights of individuals
than it believes that the right of indi-
viduals is to plunder others.

It should be noticed that at a time
when the United Nations’ reputation
for truth, justice, and following its own
rules is at an all-time low, it should be
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doing everything it can to bring infor-
mation to light, whether it is good or
bad. If the U.N. leadership, however,
spent half the time lining the fabric of
freedom than it has been lining the
pockets of friends and family, then this
would be approaching utopia. That is
not the case.

Last month there was an investi-
gator who had something called a con-
science. He wanted to come forward
with information. What did the U.N.
do? They hired attorneys to have an in-
junction to keep us from knowing the
truth.

It is time to be united and holding
the United Nations accountable. Sup-
port the rule on the Henry H. Hyde bill.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. GINGREY).

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague on the Committee on
Rules for yielding me this 1 minute.

I grew up in the Deep South in the
late 1950s. Every other billboard in the
South, in my part of Georgia, said,
“Get out of the United Nations.” I did
not think that was correct then, and I
do not feel that way now. In fact,
maybe we should have joined the
League of Nations and we would never
have had World War II. But if there is
ever a time to reform an organization,
it is absolutely now.

I am proud to support the rule and
the bill, H.R. 2745, the Henry J. Hyde
United Nations Reform Act of 2005.

The gentleman from California ear-
lier talked about the Ten Command-
ments and the fact that we are bur-
dening the U.N. with these 39 com-
mandments. But really what he is sug-
gesting is that they are not command-
ments at all. They become suggestions.
It does not really matter, the number.
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I think we need some teeth in this re-
form, and that is what the Henry J.
Hyde United Nations Reform Act does.
I am fully supportive. I ask my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
support this, and let us straighten out
that organization.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yvield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity for having had a very quality
debate here today. It is interesting to
note once again that the ranking mem-
ber and the chairman have said the
need for reform is obvious. There is no
disagreement on that point. It is seem-
ingly the mechanism of doing that.

Once again I point out that in 1985,
1994 and 1999, this House set precedent
by doing the exact same concept that
is there. And it is true that maybe I
have heard a new concept here that I
do not need to make all Ten Command-
ments to get to heaven, but I also
know that when I was in my classroom
and I put high standards and high ex-
pectations, my kids met those stand-
ards; and if I wavered, then they
wavered at the same time.

This is a good piece of legislation. It
is an excellent rule, and I urge its
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adoption and passage of the underlying
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2745.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BisHOP of Utah). Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Illi-
nois?

There was no objection.

————

HENRY J. HYDE UNITED NATIONS
REFORM ACT OF 2005

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 319 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2745.

The Chair designates the gentleman
from New Hampshire (Mr. BASS) as
Chairman of the Committee of the
Whole, and requests the gentleman
from Nebraska (Mr. TERRY) to assume
the chair temporarily.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2745) to
reform the United Nations, and for
other purposes, with Mr. TERRY (Act-
ing Chairman) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
the rule, the bill is considered as hav-
ing been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. HYDE) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS) each will
control 10 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. HYDE).

(Mr. HYDE asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Chairman, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I would like to an-
nounce that I am terribly flattered by
the extravagant things that have been
said, but I must confess I did not name
this bill after myself. While I deeply
appreciate the honor, I am a trifle em-
barrassed, not thoroughly embarrassed,
but a trifle.

Mr. Chairman, most informed people
agree that the U.N. is in desperate need
of reform. Corruption is rampant, as
evidenced by the ever-expanding Oil-
for-Food scandal. U.N. peacekeepers
have sexually abused children in Bos-
nia, the Congo, Sierra Leone and other
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