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rollcall No. 241 and 242. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yes” on rollcall No. 241,
and “yes” on rollcall No. 242.

—————

THE CASE OF MALACHY
MCALLISTER

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2005

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my steadfast support of H.R. 2827, a
Private Bill for the relief of Malachy McAllister,
Nicola McAllister, and Sean Ryan McAllister
offered by my friend from New Jersey, Mr.
ROTHMAN. | would also like to recognize my
colleagues Mr. ENGEL and Mr. KING of New
York for their advocacy on behalf of the
McAllisters.

Malachy McAllister is an Irish Catholic na-
tional who fled to the United States from Bel-
fast in 1988. He left his homeland and moved
to New York City with his wife and four chil-
dren. Since then, Mr. McAllister has been liv-
ing in the New York metropolitan area, build-
ing a new, safe home for his family, abiding by
the laws of our land, and contributing to soci-
ety.

Unfortunately, the Bush administration
seems intent on deporting him to a country
where his life will be put in danger.

While in Northern Ireland, Mr. McAllister did
participate in an Irish National Liberation Army
attack on a member of the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary and played a role in planning an-
other attack. He was imprisoned from 1981 to
1985, and has paid his debt to society.

When released from prison, he and his fam-
ily were attacked by British loyalists who fired
26 shots into his home. After fleeing to the
United States he applied for political asylum,
which was denied to him in 2000 and to his
children and deceased wife in 2003. The
McAllisters have appealed the decisions to the
Third Circuit Court of Appeals, but they have
no further legal options if the appeal is denied.

The House and Homeland Security Sec-
retary Michael Chertoff should act to ensure
that Mr. McAllister and his family can stay in
America. H.R. 2827 makes Malachy, Nicola
and Sean eligible for permanent resident sta-
tus and halts pending deportation pro-
ceedings. If Mr. McAllister is returned to North-
ern Ireland, he will be in constant and imme-
diate danger of persecution because of his po-
litical and religious beliefs and retribution for
his past affiliations.

As a member of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, | believe the McAllisters should be
granted political asylum. In the wake of Sep-
tember 11, we must make sure to balance se-
curity concerns with the historical role of the
United States as a place of safe harbor for in-
dividuals fleeing political oppression. Mr.
McAllister is the first person to express regret
for his past actions and sorrow that they have
led to his family’s current position. He and his
children deserve to live free of fear and con-
tinue building their American Dream.
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IN HONOR OF MARDELLE
RETZLOFF

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2005

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of Mrs. Mardelle
Retzloff, upon the occasion of her retirement
following forty-five years of outstanding service
and ministry to others, in and out of the class-
room.

Inspired by a true calling of spiritual and hu-
manitarian duty, Mrs. Retzloff initiated her
journey as an educator in 1954, when she
began working at Jack and Jill Nursery School
in her native city of Aurora, IL. In 1960, she
earned a Bachelor’'s degree in Education. That
same year, she accepted a position at Mil-
waukee Lutheran High School, where she
taught English and history. She taught there,
and within the Milwaukee Public School Dis-
trict, for nearly twenty years before moving to
Cleveland.

In 1979, Mrs. Retzloff joined the staff at St.
Paul Lutheran School in Westlake. Her de-
voted service at St. Paul's has enhanced the
lives of two generations of children in her kin-
dergarten classroom. Beyond the classroom,
Mrs. Retzloff, her husband, Richard, and her
children, Barbara and John, have offered their
strength and hope to the most vulnerable chil-
dren of our community. As foster parents to
thirty-six children, Mr. and Mrs. Retzloff have
given these children a loving, stable home, of-
fering light and hope where none existed be-
fore.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of Mardelle Retzloff,
for her years of dedicated service as teacher,
mentor, foster parent and friend. Her commit-
ment, kindness and caring for the children of
our community has served to lift the spirits of
countless individuals, and will forever reflect
faith, hope and light throughout our entire
community. | wish Mrs. Retzloff and her family
an abundance of peace, health and happi-
ness, today, and in all the years to come.

INTRODUCTION ON THE GROSS

OVERCHARGING  UNDERMINES
GASOLINE  ECONOMICS,  OR
GOUGE ACT
HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 16, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to introduce the Gross Over-
charging Undermines Gasoline Economics, or
GOUGE Act.

As the travel season approaches, many chil-
dren are out of school and families are happily
looking forward to vacations. What they won’t
be happy about is the skyrocketing cost of
getting to their destinations. Unfortunately,
whether traveling on the road or in the air, this
summer’s vacationers will be hit hard by the
escalating cost of gasoline.

From March to April of 2005, the cost to fill
up a tank of gas rose by more than 10 per-
cent. That's more than twice the increase for
the same period last year! But the detrimental
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effects of high gas prices don't just stop at the
pump—they domino throughout every seg-
ment of the economy. For a basic item like a
loaf of bread, it costs more to fertilize the
wheat, more to transport the wheat to the
baker, more for the plastic bag to package the
bread, and more to get it to the grocery store.

Meanwhile, President Bush has suggested
little to lessen the impact of high gas prices.
In fact, the President doesn’t believe anything
can be done. In April 2005, he was quoted as
saying, “An energy bill wouldn’t change the
price at the pump today. | know that and you
know that.”

With all due respect, Mr. President, plenty
can and must be done. The Internet is full of
comments from people reporting sudden gaso-
line price increases. In some cases, con-
sumers have witnessed a 10-cent increase in
less than 24 hours. There is no possible rea-
son or explanation for these overnight in-
creases. While states across the country are
doing what they can to deal with complaints,
they have limited recourse to make lasting,
beneficial changes until there are consistent
federal guidelines.

The GOUGE Act that | am introducing today
addresses federal guidelines against gas
gouging in four parts. First, the bill imposes a
penalty on gas retailers who raise prices on
any given day at a rate that is twice the infla-
tion rate. Prices are compared to a base price
index derived from the contract price on the
New York Mercantile Exchange and adjusted
for regional variances. These variances take
into account stringent pollution controls, alti-
tude requirements, and special reformulations
across the country. The penalties would be no
less than $5000 for the 1st offense, no less
than $10,000 for the 2nd offense, and no less
than $25,000 for the 3rd offense or thereafter.

A steady supply of oil is critical to cost ef-
fective gasoline production as well as national
security. The second part of my bill helps to
ensure this supply through use of the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve (SPR).

Following the oil embargo in 1975, the SPR
was created to provide a domestic inventory of
crude oil, and was intended to be used in
emergency situations when the supply of
crude oil to the United States is disrupted. The
first such use of the SPR was in 1991 during
the Iragi invasion of Kuwait by then President
George H. W. Bush.

The current Administration, however, has a
very different policy on the SPR. In November
2001, President George W. Bush ordered the
SPR be filled to its current 700 million barrel
capacity with oil from the government’s share
federally leased oil sites. Since then, maintain-
ing this capacity has had a detrimental affect
on oil price increases. First, continuing to fill
the SPR at the same time it is 98% full takes
oil from the open market, decreasing supply
and thereby potentially increasing prices. Sec-
ond, these additional fills to the SPR are being
made while crude prices remain high and
volatile. My bill suspends these new fills and
releases an additional million barrels per day
onto the open market for 30 days to signifi-
cantly ease market concerns that lead to artifi-
cially inflated prices. The laws of supply and
demand clearly support this idea as a basic
tenet of economics.

Third, the GOUGE Act directs the Federal
Trade Commission (FTC) to report on anti-
trust practices throughout the oil industry and
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to make recommendations to protect con-
sumers from price gouging. This report is es-
sential for putting the oil industry on notice
and developing sound federal price gouging
legislation.

Finally, my legislation establishes a Pricing
and Economic Impact Commission to review
the effect of oil supply and demand on the
U.S. economy and national security. The
Commission will be comprised or 23 mem-
bers. The President will appoint 11 members
total (including at least 1 each) from the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, the Department
of Transportation, the Department of Energy,
the Department of Commerce, the Council of
Economic Advisors, and the Office of Science
and Technology. There will also be 12 mem-
bers appointed by the House and Senate.

Mr. Speaker, our economy depends on rea-
sonable gasoline prices to produce and trans-
port items we use everyday. Without some
kind of protection, we all pay higher prices for
everything from food to pharmaceuticals. Now
that the bubble on fuel cost has burst, prices
will only increase. Without action, the supply
demands of this summer will soon give way to
increased requirements for the winter heating.
My legislation works to protect consumers
from arbitrary price increases by gas retailers,
make effective use of the Strategic Petroleum
Preserve, and monitor price irregularities in
the oil industry.

| ask for my colleagues’ support and urge
the House Leadership to bring it swiftly to the
House floor for consideration.

————

TRIBUTE TO RETIRING MAJOR
STEVEN O’DELL

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2005

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this opportunity to recognize the long and dis-
tinguished career of Major Steven O’Dell who
is retiring after serving our nation’s military
with distinction for 25 years.

Major O’Dell as born in St. Joseph, Mis-
souri. Major O’Dell received a BS in Criminal
Justice from Missouri Western State College
and a Masters of Science Degree in Adult and
Continuing Education from Kansas State Uni-
versity. Major O’Dell was commissioned in Au-
gust 1980. He also attended the Field Artillery
Officer Basic Course at Fort Sill, Oklahoma.

Major O’Dell has received numerous deco-
rations and badges for his outstanding efforts
in the United States Army. These decorations
and badges include the Meritorious Service
Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Navy and
Marine Corps Commendation Medal, and the
Southwest Asian Service Medal. Major O’Dell
has not been able to achieve this level of dis-
tinction on his own, however, and | would be
remiss if | did not recognize the support, love
| and encouragement that his family has of-
fered to him throughout his career.

Mr. Speaker, | know the Members of the
House will join me in paying tribute to Major
O’Dell for his exceptional commitment to his
fellow soldiers, the United States Army, and
the safety and security of America. As he pre-
pares for the next stage in his life, | am certain
that my colleagues will join me in wishing
Major O’Dell, his wife Julia and their daughters
Sarah, Amanda, and Katherine all the best.
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IN HONOR OF THE POLISH VET-
ERANS COMMITTEE OF CLEVE-
LAND

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2005

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of the Polish Veterans
Committee of Cleveland, Ohio, as they com-
memorate the 85th Anniversary of The Battle
of the Vistula River.

The people and leaders of Poland, deter-
mined to protect their newly reacquired inde-
pendence, were poised and committed to de-
fend their borders from foreign invaders. The
invasion of Poland was a key component in
Soviet leader Vladimir Lenin’s strategy of forc-
ing the spread of communism throughout cen-
tral and western Europe. On August 13, 1920,
the Soviet Red Army descended just outside
the Polish capital of Warsaw. The Battle of
Warsaw had begun, and raged on for the next
fifteen days. Polish forces, commanded by
Jozef Pilsudski, counter-attacked from the
south, forcing Russian troops to withdraw
east.

This unexpected Polish victory, known as
“The Miracle at the Vistula” severely crippled
the Soviet army. Both Polish and Soviet forces
sustained tens of thousands of casualties, and
thousands more were injured or missing. The
Polish triumph stunned political leaders around
the world, as most expected the Red Army to
secure a swift collapse of Warsaw, and a
complete communist takeover of Poland.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in tribute of the Polish Veterans Committee, as
they honor the sacrifice, courage and heart of
Polish veterans who bravely defended their
homeland during the Battle of the Vistula
River, 85 years ago. The Miracle at the Vistula
continues to serve as a striking reminder that
humankind’s fundamental quest for freedom
and justice is far stronger than a formidable
army. The Miracle at the Vistula reflects our
modern day hope of liberty, peace and justice
rising for all veterans and civilians, in Cleve-
land, Ohio, in Warsaw, Poland, and through-
out the world.

————

A TRIBUTE TO DOUGLAS P.
DEVORE

HON. RANDY “DUKE” CUNNINGHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2005

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to express my gratitude for the excep-
tional services which Encinitas Union School
District Superintendent Douglas P. DeVore
has performed for the students of San Diego
City Schools and for our great Nation. Super-
intendent DeVore’s leadership, commitment to
excellence and vision for the future has in-
spired students in San Diego for the past 11
years. For the past 36 years, Dr. DeVore has
dedicated his life to public education and | be-
lieve it is only fitting that he be recognized by
this body.

Superintendent DeVore began his career as
a middle school science and math teacher in
Santa Barbara, California. Dr. DeVore moved
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on to high school and became the Science
Department Chair in the Fullerton High School
District, where he also served as the football
coach. Superintendent DeVore’s commitment
to education next took him to the Placentia
Yorba Linda School District where he entered
school administration as an Assistant Prin-
cipal. It was not long before Dr. DeVore be-
came Principal DeVore in the Centralia School
District. In 1993, Superintendent DeVore com-
pleted his doctorate and in 1994 he made the
move to Encinitas Union School District where
he was selected as Assistant Superintendent
of Administrative Services. In 1997, Dr.
DeVore became Superintendent.

Under Superintendent DeVore’s leadership,
the Encinitas Union School District has gained
statewide recognition for excellence. With his
dedication and inspiration, every school in the
District became a California Distinguished
School and two became National Blue Ribbon
Schools. The ninth school in the District, El
Camino Creek, was built under Dr. DeVore’s
supervision. Over the past 11 years, Super-
intendent DeVore guided the District in formu-
lating an Asset Management Plan to safe-
guard District assets and ensure the District’s
vision for the future as well as the moderniza-
tion of all schools in the district. He also
worked on the development of a District Facili-
ties Master Plan to ensure equity among all
schools. Superintendent DeVore served as
President of the Association of Low Wealth
Schools, Board Member of the Classroom of
the Future Foundation and sat on the Board of
Governors for the North Coastal Consortium
for Special Education.

Superintendent DeVore has continually
gone above and beyond the responsibilities of
his office. He has served as a teacher, a lead-
er and an inspiration to all who know him. Dr.
DeVore has taken the Encinitas Union School
District into the 21st Century in terms of tech-
nology and student progress and provided a
great example for its future leaders. One of his
favorite sayings is “all about the relation-
ships.” | agree. In fact, that is what | will miss
the most the great relationship we
shared. Doug’s straightforward manner has al-
ways been helpful to me and | will never for-
get that. Dr. DeVore will retire as District Su-
perintendent on July 30, 2005. | urge my col-
leagues to join me in wishing him the very
best success as he starts a new chapter in his
life.

————

CONGRATULATING JEFFREY
REISENAUER

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2005

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Jeffrey Reisenauer on his receipt
of the Congressional Award Gold Medal. As
you know, this distinction is the highest ex-
pression of national appreciation for distin-
guished achievements and contributions, and
Mr. Reisenauer is a well-deserving recipient of
this award.

Through hard work and commitment, Jeffrey
has become a leader in his community. Mr.
Reisenauer, 19 years old, acknowledges the
significant effect that the Boy Scouts has had
on his life. Jeffrey has stated, “The skills and
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