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Mr. Dickerson’s work at the Social Security
Administration has touched countless lives in
these States, where one in every six residents
is a Social Security beneficiary. Under his
stewardship, SSA has distributed $49 billion in
benefits each year and has processed, on av-
erage, 740,000 benefit claims annually.

Since becoming Regional Commissioner,
Mr. Dickerson has been recognized several
times for his outstanding leadership qualities.
He is the two-time recipient of the Award as
a Meritorious Executive in the Senior Execu-
tive Service. Mr. Dickerson has also been
named a Distinguished Executive in Senior
Executive Service and received the Presi-
dential Distinguished Rank Award in 1999.
Most recently, Mr. Dickerson was inducted as
a Fellow into the National Academy of Public
Administration, an impressive recognition from
his peers of Mr. Dickerson’s many accomplish-
ments.

For his service to my constituents, the State
of Texas and the country, | offer Mr. Dickerson
my most sincere congratulations and wish him
the best of luck in his well-deserved retire-
ment.

——————

HONORING RICHARD GALLO
HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 17, 2005

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Richard Gallo, owner and president of
Gallo Office Products in Indiana, Pennsyl-
vania, who has been named a NFIB Small
Business Champion Award Winner for 2005.
The NFIB Small-Business Champion award
program identifies a smallbusiness activist in
each of the 50 States who have distinguished
themselves through their involvement and par-
ticipation in NFIB programs and activities.

Within months of starting his own business
in 1992, Richard Gallo joined NFIB and has
worked ever since to support Main Street
small businesses. As an elected official, can-
didate for State office, civic leader, and NFIB
member, Richard has been a tireless advocate
for his community and a supporter for the free
enterprise system.

As a committed member for over thirteen
years, Richard Gallo is currently serving his
second term on the NFIB/Pennsylvania Lead-
ership Council as a vice president. Prior to his
election as a LC vice president, Richard
served as chairman of the Area Action Coun-
cil—Pennsylvania’s first AAC.

On top of his local NFIB leadership, Rich
has supported the NFIB Young Entrepreneur
Foundation Scholarship program, which en-
courages entrepreneurship in young Ameri-
cans. Rich has testified before both Congress
and the Pennsylvania State legislature. In
1999, Rich testified before the U.S. House
Committee on Small Business concerning
small-business health plans (formerly known
as AHPs). In 2000, he testified before the
Pennsylvania House Select Committee on
Pharmaceuticals, and in 2004 Richard testified
before the Pennsylvania House State Govern-
ment Committee on Contract Bundling. Rich
has represented NFIB at several Presidential
events and has also worked actively to help
the sales team to recruit new NFIB members,
including attending drive-a-longs with sales
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representatives. In addition to his extensive
activities with NFIB, Richard is a long time
community activist. Richard recently retired as
Indiana Borough Council vice president and
has run three times for the state legislature. In
1994, Richard was named Indiana County’s
Republican Man of the Year, and he also
served as the State Board Vice Chairman of
the Yokefellowship Prison Ministry. He is a
past president of the Indiana Lions Club, a
board member of a local YMCA, an Indiana
Midday Rotary Club member, and a member
of the Indiana County Chamber of Commerce.
Richard Gallo’s contribution to America’s
small businesses, NFIB, and his surrounding
community is truly invaluable. | am proud of
his efforts to strengthen the economy and the
engine of our economy, small business.

————————

STEM CELL RESEARCH
ENHANCEMENT ACT

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 17, 2005

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in strong support of H.R. 810,
the Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act. |
am proud to be a cosponsor of this important
legislation, which expands stem cell research
and ensures that the Federal Government can
implement ethical guidelines. This bill will pro-
vide hope and opportunity for millions of
Americans suffering from chronic and life
threatening health conditions. This legislation
will also ensure that the Federal Government
can implement ethical guidelines over this re-
search.

On August 9, 2001, President Bush an-
nounced that for the first time, Federal funds
would be used to support research on human
embryonic stem cells, but funding was to be
limited to “existing stem cell lines where the
life and death decision has already been
made.” Prior to this decision, no Federal funds
had been used to support research on stem
cells derived from either embryos or fetal tis-
sue. Previous experiments involving stem cells
were conducted privately, with no ovesight or
public input.

| believe that the expansion of funding to
stem cell research is an effective way of mov-
ing this science forward. Stem cells offer re-
markable potential contributions to medical
science and improve the lives of millions of
people who suffer from incurable diseases
such as juvenile diabetes, Alzheimers’s, Par-
kinson’s, AIDS, and spinal cord injuries. It may
also help us to understand abnormal cell
growth that occurs in cancer and birth defects
and change the way we develop drugs and
test them for safety and potential efficacy.

Former First Lady Nancy Reagan and 69
percent of Americans are in favor of the ex-
pansion of stem cell research. This effort is
supported by over 200 patient groups, univer-
sities, and scientific societies, and has been
endorsed by more than 75 national and local
newspapers and eighty Nobel Laureates.

It is imperative that we support efforts to im-
prove the quality of life. | am pleased that we
have the opportunity to move this important
bill forward today, and it is my hope that the
Senate will do the same. Unfortunately, the
President has indicated that he will veto efforts
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to expand stem cell research—even H.R. 810
which only proposes to allow stem cell re-
search on discarded embryos with the donor’'s
consent. In this case, the President is clearly
choosing radical ideology over American lives.
—

THANKING MRS. ROSE AVALOS
FOR HER SERVICE TO THE AL-
DINE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 17, 2005

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to congratulate the work and dedi-
cation that Mrs. Rose Avalos, Principal of
MacArthur High School, has done in the Al-
dine Independent School District and North
Houston community for the last 33 years. She
has led MacArthur High School to become a
leader in academic achievement regardless of
the socio-economic status of its students.

Mrs. Avalos’s strong family upbringing en-
abled her to commit herself to others in edu-
cating the children of her own community. She
is a role model for all of Aldine ISD as she
was one of the first graduates of MacArthur
High School in 1968. After graduating from
Sam Houston State University, she went on to
become a teacher in Aldine ISD and her suc-
cess as a teacher led to her promotion as
Principal of MacArthur High School in 1994.

Through her leadership, student test scores
rose consistently and her commitment to edu-
cating all students was evident to everyone in
the community when the school reached ex-
emplary status in 2001-02. She gained the re-
spect of her teachers, counselors, coaches,
and support and administrative staff by setting
high goals for the school and achieving them.

Mrs. Avalos will be greatly missed and
thanks to her success, the next principal has
a steady foundation to build upon. Again, we
applaud the efforts of Mrs. Avalos and wish
her well in her future endeavors.

———

A TRIBUTE TO WALTER J. ZABLE
ON HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 17, 2005

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and pay tribute to a leading San
Diego citizen who, on this day, is celebrating
his 90th birthday. Walter J. Zable, the founder
of Cubic Corporation, has served as the chair-
man, president and CEO of the corporation for
five decades.

Walt Zable formed Cubic in 1951 with just
one product and plenty of grit and determina-
tion. Today, Cubic Corporation is a $722 mil-
lion company that employs 1,200 in the San
Diego area and nearly 6,000 employees
worldwide.

Prior to forming Cubic in 1951, Mr. Zable
was project supervisor in charge of electronics
for the Atlas and Terrier missiles, and the
microwave and antenna development sections
at General Dynamics Convair. His background
includes engineering and management posts
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