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THE PRESIDENT IS THE
OBSTRUCTIONIST

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, a few
weeks ago the President said, ‘‘Those
who obstruct reform, no matter what
party they are in, will pay a political
price.”

Ironically, it is not the Democrats
that are slowing Social Security re-
form, but the President’s insistence on
the privatization of Social Security.
The privatization of Social Security
has become the poison pill to progress.

In a world where retirements have
become less, not more secure, people
like the security that comes with So-
cial Security, as the United Airlines
employees have just told us. The Amer-
ican people have overwhelming re-
jected the President’s proposal for pri-
vatization of Social Security. It is time
to move on.

We Democrats have retirement secu-
rity ideas, such as a 401(k) automatic
enrollment, direct deposit of tax re-
turns into 401(k)s, a 50-percent govern-
ment match for savings. Republicans
have ideas as well, and we are not all
that far apart. But before we can move
forward, privatization of Social Secu-
rity has to come off the table, just like
it was removed in 1983, that led to a 75-
year security of Social Security.

We can choose to lead, or we can end-
lessly debate the privatization of So-
cial Security, a plan the American peo-
ple have already rejected. Let us not
allow the President’s privatization to
stand in the way of progress.

THE NEED FOR SENATOR DURBIN
TO APOLOGIZE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, two suspected terrorists were
arrested last week for plotting to blow
up a supermarket in California. If they
are convicted and sent to Guantanamo,
they will be greeted by U.S. soldiers
who treat them humanely and provide
Korans, prayer rugs and nutritious
meals.

However, the Democrat whip Senator
DURBIN this week slanderously com-
pared U.S. soldiers serving honorably
at Guantanamo to mass murderers Hit-
ler, Stalin, and Pol Pot. His statements
were irresponsible, disrespectful and,
most of all, dangerous.

By likening American troops to bru-
tal tyrants who killed millions of inno-
cent civilians and misrepresenting the
vital mission at Guantanamo, the
Democrat whip Senator DURBIN has put
our soldiers and the American people
at risk. His dangerous political diatribe
will only embolden terrorists who seek
to justify their determined war against
our citizens at home and abroad.

Senator DURBIN should apologize to
U.S. soldiers and American families for
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his smear and slander. As terrorists
plot to infiltrate our country and mur-
der innocent civilians, American lead-
ers should not embolden their horrific
agenda.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair advises Members that remarks in
debate may not engage in personalities
toward Members of the Senate.

———

SUPPORT H.J. RES. 55  WITH-
DRAWING U.S. TROOPS FROM
IRAQ

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day a bipartisan coalition of Members
of Congress introduced H.J. Res. 55,
which is a binding congressional reso-
lution calling on President Bush to
begin withdrawing the United States
Armed Forces from Iraq on or before
October 1, 2006.

This bipartisan binding resolution is
entitled Homeward Bound, and it is
about bringing our troops home. I
would like to cite some provisions of
the statement of policy which is in H.J.
Res. 55. It says that it is the policy of
the United States to announce, not
later than December 31, 2005, a plan for
the withdrawal of all U.S. forces from
Iraq.

And, second, it is our policy to turn
over all military operations in Iraq to
the elected Government of Iraq, and
provide for the prompt and orderly
withdrawal of all U.S. Armed Forces
from Iraq; and, finally, to initiate such
a withdrawal as soon as possible, but
not later than October 1, 2006.

Support H.J. Res. 55. Thank you.

———

ELECTION DAY IN IRAN

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, today is elec-
tion day in Iran. As cochair of the Iran
Study Group, with my colleague the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. AN-
DREWS), we saw 1,000 people stand for
the Presidency of Iran. But the Guard-
ian Council only allowed eight can-
didates to actually run.

We expect that Rafsanjani will win
this election today, and when we does,
with less than half of the Iranian peo-
ple voting, he will have a choice before
him and his nation: whether to con-
tinue Iran’s policy of lying to the U.N.
about its nuclear weapon program, of
supporting terror, and continuing a
policy of economic isolation and stag-
nation, or rejoining the international
community and spurring economic
growth in a new Iran as part of a world-

June 17, 2005

wide community that does not support
terror.

Mr. Speaker, we hope, we hope, that
the new Iranian Government chooses
wisely.

————

SUPPORTING CHAIRMAN
SENSENBRENNER

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, 1 week ago
the House Committee on the Judiciary
convened a memorable hearing on the
PATRIOT Act. Members of the Demo-
cratic minority called the hearing. All
of the witnesses at the hearing opposed
the PATRIOT Act, and, in fact, broadly
opposed administration action. Since I
was there, I can say with authority,
throughout a contentious hearing the
Chairman, the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER), Wwas
tough, fair and respectful to Members
and witnesses regardless of their point
of view.

Now, some have called the hearing
undemocratic. Well, there were hard
issues, strong disagreements, but they
were debated under the rules fairly ad-
ministered. Undemocratic? Hardly.
This was democracy at work.

I commend the chairman, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER) for his leadership of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary and am proud
to serve on it.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM CON-
STITUENT REPRESENTATIVE OF
HON. DEVIN NUNES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Marjorie Risi, Con-
stituent Representative of the Honor-
able DEVIN NUNES, Member of Congress:

JUNE 15, 2005.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
been served with a subpoena, issued by the
Superior Court for Fresno County, Cali-
fornia, for testimony in a criminal case.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the precedents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
MARJORIE RISI,
Constituent Representative.

———

HENRY J. HYDE UNITED NATIONS
REFORM ACT OF 2005

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BONNER). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 319 and rule XVIII, the Chair de-
clares the House in the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the
Union for further consideration of the
bill, H.R. 2745.
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