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PART 2, AMENDMENT NO. 8 OFFERED BY MR. 

GARRETT OF NEW JERSEY 
Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. 

Chairman, I offer an amendment. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 

will designate the amendment. 
The text of the amendment is as fol-

lows:
Part 2 amendment No. 8 offered by Mr. 

GARRETT of New Jersey:
In section 101, add at the end the following 

new subsection:
(e) POLICY RELATING TO ZERO NOMINAL 

GROWTH.—It shall be the policy of the United 
States to use the voice, vote, and influence 
of the United States at the United Nations to 
make every effort to enforce zero nominal 
growth in all assessed dues to the regular 
budget of the United Nations, its specialized 
agencies, and its funds and programs. 

(f) 5.6 RULE.—It shall be the policy of the 
United States to use the voice, vote, and in-
fluence of the United States at the United 
Nations to actively enforce the 5.6 rule at 
the United Nations, requiring the Secre-
tariat to identify low-priority activities in 
the budget proposal. The United Nations 
should strengthen the 5.6 rule by requiring 
that managers identify the lowest priority 
activities equivalent to 15 percent of their 
budget request or face an across the board 
reduction of such amount. 

(g) ANNUAL PUBLICATION.—It shall be the 
policy of the United States to use the voice, 
vote, and influence of the United States at 
the United Nations to ensure the United Na-
tions is annually publishing a list of all sub-
sidiary bodies and their functions, budgets, 
and staff. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 319, the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT). 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield myself such time as 
I may consume. 

I rise today to offer another amend-
ment, and this one is to reform the 
U.N. budget process. 

The amendment seeks to control the 
overall growth of the U.N.’s budget and 
establish priorities within the U.N. 
budget process and also to increase 
transparency and accountability in it 
and its subsidiaries, and it does so basi-
cally in three ways. 

Just to step back for a moment, the 
U.N.’s budget right now, the biennial 
budget, is around $3.6 billion; but over 
the last 10 years, we have seen that 
budget grow by almost $1 billion. That 
is a 39 percent increase. Now, I wonder 
if any of us would think to say that the 
U.N.’s productivity over the last 10 
years has also increased by 39 percent. 
I would rather guess not. 

My amendment, first of all, would 
help to rein in that bloated, out-of-con-
trol bureaucracy at the U.N. by stating 
that it shall be the policy of the U.S. to 
make every effort to enforce a zero 
nominal growth in the regular budget 
of the U.N., its specialized agencies, 
and the funds and programs that it has. 

Secondly, another part of my amend-
ment seeks to strengthen the United 
Nations rule 5.6. Now, this is a rule 
that was set up to instruct the Secre-

tariat to identify low-priority activi-
ties in the U.N.’s budget proposal. Un-
fortunately, the U.N. has looked at 
that rule over the years and failed to 
designate almost any programs as low 
priorities under 5.6. 

So my amendment would indicate 
that every activity that the U.N. is in-
volved in cannot simply be a top pri-
ority proposal or rule right now. So, in-
stead, my amendment would say that 
the U.N. must look to the 5.6 rule and 
identify 15 percent of their budget re-
quest as their lower-priority activities. 
If they fail to do so, they will face an 
across-the-board reduction of such 
amount. 

Finally, the third point and the last 
part of my amendment is it seeks to 
address the lack of transparency and 
accountability at the U.N. My amend-
ment seeks to ensure that the U.N. is 
annually publishing a list of all its sub-
sidiary bodies and functions, their 
budget, and their staff as well. 

Now, the much talked-about Ging-
rich-Mitchell U.N. Task Force that 
went to the U.N. last year, they went 
to the U.N. and asked for a similar list 
and the U.N. simply could not provide 
one. Well, if we want to rein in this 
out-of-control bureaucracy that the 
U.N. is, I believe that it is essential 
that we know who is working for them, 
how much they are paying them, and 
exactly what is it that they are doing. 

Now, one example of one of these sub-
sidiary agencies that would appear to 
have outlived its usefulness and is 
wasting some vital resources is the 
Economic Commission for Europe. This 
commission was created right after 
World War II, and it was designed to 
help Europe to know how they can 
grow economically and develop. Now, I, 
quite frankly, would argue that we 
have passed the point that Europe 
needs any more help from the U.N. and 
advice from the U.N. on how to grow 
and develop, and that this is an agency 
and a portion of the U.N. that can be 
dissolved. 

Mr. Chairman, I believe this amend-
ment is an important step in making 
the U.N. a more transparent, account-
able, and functioning world body; and I 
would urge my colleagues to support it.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Does any 
Member rise in opposition to the 
amendment? 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Chairman, we do 
not object to this amendment. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
GARRETT). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Com-

mittee will rise informally. 
The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. SMITH 

of New Jersey) assumed the chair.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Evans, one 
of his secretaries. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
committee will resume its sitting. 

f 

HENRY J. HYDE UNITED NATIONS 
REFORM ACT OF 2005 

The Committee resumed its sitting.

b 1200 

The Acting CHAIRMAN (Mr. SIMP-
SON). It is now in order to consider 
amendment No. 9 printed in Part 2 of 
House Report 109–132. 

PART 2, AMENDMENT NO. 9 OFFERED BY MR. 
GOHMERT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Chairman, I offer 
an amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Part 2, amendment No. 9 offered by Mr. 
GOHMERT:

Page 76, after line 9, add the following new 
title (and conform the table of contents ac-
cordingly):

TITLE VII—UNITED NATIONS VOTING 
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2005

SEC. 701. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘United Na-

tions Voting Accountability Act of 2005’’. 
SEC. 702. PROHIBITION ON ASSISTANCE TO 

COUNTRIES THAT OPPOSE THE PO-
SITION OF THE UNITED STATES IN 
THE UNITED NATIONS. 

(a) PROHIBITION.—United States assistance 
may not be provided to a country that op-
posed the position of the United States in 
the United Nations. 

(b) CHANGE IN GOVERNMENT.—If—
(1) the Secretary of State determines that, 

since the beginning of the most recent ses-
sion of the General Assembly, there has been 
a fundamental change in the leadership and 
policies of the government of a country to 
which the prohibition in subsection (a) ap-
plies, and 

(2) the Secretary believes that because of 
that change the government of that country 
will no longer oppose the position of the 
United States in the United Nations,

the Secretary may exempt that country 
from that prohibition. Any such exemption 
shall be effective only until submission of 
the next report under section 406 of the For-
eign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal 
Years 1990 and 1991 (22 U.S.C. 2414a). The Sec-
retary shall submit to the Congress a certifi-
cation of each exemption made under this 
subsection. Such certification shall be ac-
companied by a discussion of the basis for 
the Secretary’s determination and belief 
with respect to such exemption. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section—
(1) the term ‘‘opposed the position of the 

United States’’ means, in the case of a coun-
try, that the country’s votes in the United 
Nations General Assembly during the most 
recent session of the General Assembly and, 
in the case of a country which is a member 
of the United Nations Security Council, the 
country’s votes in the Security Council dur-
ing the most recent session of the General 
Assembly, were the same as the position of 
the United States less than 50 percent of the 
time, using for this purpose the overall per-
centage-of-voting coincidences set forth in 
the annual report submitted to the Congress 
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