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Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, the way 

we treat our enemies speaks volumes 
about our character as a Nation, and I 
am embarrassed to say that America’s 
treatment of prisoners over the last 
several years does not speak highly of 
our national integrity. 

Since 9/11 and especially over the last 
2 years, news of prisoners being mis-
treated, beaten, sexually assaulted, and 
even killed while in U.S. custody has 
become all too commonplace. Prisoners 
have been tortured in Iraq, Afghani-
stan, and Guantanamo Bay. Consid-
ering the widespread use of torture, no 
one can claim that these are isolated 
incidents, that it is merely the work of 
a few bad apples. 

In fact, Mr. Speaker, I fear there will 
be more appalling news about Amer-
ican abuses of Iraqi people coming. The 
fact that torture occurred in separate 
places and under the command of dif-
ferent interrogators leads me to be-
lieve that a more systemic failure took 
place. 

One could say that the turning point, 
the day torture became a routine tac-
tic employed by the United States, was 
August 1, 2002. That is the day the Jus-
tice Department sent a memo to the 
White House stating that torturing ter-
rorists in captivity ‘‘may be justified.’’ 
It is just not that physical abuse has 
taken place under our watch. That is 
bad enough. What is just as appalling is 
that legal abuses have taken place here 
at home. We have kept people in prison 
for more than 3 years without charging 
them with a crime, and the administra-
tion has affirmed this practice through 
legal memos. 

This approval of torture by the White 
House, the Pentagon, and the Justice 
Department is not only shameful; it 
also endangers the United States. At a 
time when the United States is court-
ing the support of the international 
world, particularly the Arab world, the 
torture of foreign prisoners along with 
our invasion of Iraq gives the world’s 
extremists what they believe to be a le-
gitimate reason to hate the United 
States. There has been no better re-
cruiting tool for al Qaeda than the 
events at Abu Ghraib and in Iraq. 

Mr. Speaker, there must be a better 
way to conduct foreign policy than by 
beating, torturing, and sexually as-
saulting our enemies. The United 
States has other options than to en-
gage in the sadistic practices of tor-
ture. We in the United States are bet-
ter people than that. 

That is why I have reintroduced the 
SMART Security legislation with the 
support of 50 of my colleagues. SMART 
Security is a Sensible, Multilateral, 
American Response to Terrorism for 
the 21st Century; and it will help se-
cure the United States for the future. 
SMART Security will ensure America’s 
security by reaching out and engaging 
the Iraqi people. Instead of rushing off 
to war for the wrong reasons and then 
engaging in torture once we are there, 
SMART Security encourages the 
United States to work with other na-

tions to address the most pressing 
global issues. 

Not every international problem has 
a military answer, and that is why 
SMART Security will prevent ter-
rorism by addressing the very condi-
tions which give rise to terrorism in 
the first place: poverty, despair, re-
source scarcity, and lack of proper edu-
cation. 

The situation in the Middle East re-
quires the best America has to offer. 
SMART Security relies on the very 
best of America: our commitment to 
peace and freedom, our compassion for 
the people of the world, and our capac-
ity for multilateral leadership. This is 
the best way to encourage democracy 
in countries like Iraq. Not through 
wars that cost thousands of unneces-
sary deaths, not by throwing billions of 
dollars at our problems, and certainly 
not by torturing our enemies. 

We have a responsibility to set a 
positive example for the rest of the 
world. We can end this shameful chap-
ter in our Nation’s history by pledging 
that the United States does not con-
done acts of torture. 

To show the world that we mean 
business, we need to create a plan to 
begin bringing home the soldiers serv-
ing in Iraq. By ending the military oc-
cupation of Iraq, we will demonstrate 
that America is committed to peace in 
the Middle East and the rest of the 
world. It is time to start this process. 
We need to start it today.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER 
TIME 

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take the Special 
Order time of the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. BURTON). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 

f 

THE USA PATRIOT ACT AND THE 
BORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I came 
to have a little chat with the Members 
about immigration, and I intend to do 
that. But I cannot help but point out 
from the previous speaker that torture 
means many things. Perhaps the people 
who can best define torture would be 
prisoners of war in Vietnam, in Korea, 
and World War II. And I can say to the 
mothers of America that the people 

that we are accusing of torturing are 
people who want to kill their children 
as fast as they can. I would say to the 
fathers of America that the soldiers we 
are accusing of torturing are people 
that would like to kill their family as 
fast as they can. And I can assure the 
Members, having been in Vietnam, that 
pouring water on somebody, playing 
loud music, and lowering the air condi-
tioner is not torturing anybody. It, 
though, however, may save an Amer-
ican GI. 

Mr. Speaker, like most of the Mem-
bers of the body, on October 24, 2001, I 
voted for the U.S. PATRIOT Act, which 
passed with an overwhelming bipar-
tisan majority of 357 to 66. 

At the time many of us had concerns 
about whether or not the bill crossed 
the line on infringing on our constitu-
tional liberties. We were assured that 
it did not. And when the new protec-
tions against terrorism were in place, 
we could actually see for ourselves that 
it did not. 

So we approved that bill, based on 
the fact that our Nation had just suf-
fered 3,000 dead in New York and Wash-
ington at the hands of illegal immi-
grant terrorists. 

Since then we have put up with li-
brary and bookstore records examined 
by Federal agents. We have endured 
having our personal e-mail scanned by 
intelligence agents. We have seen our 
grandmothers forced to take off their 
shoes at airports, with no probable 
cause other than they have chosen to 
travel. All of these things are aggra-
vating. We have been willing to put up 
with it as patriots if it means we can 
better defend ourselves against another 
9/11. 

But we have also seen nearly 200,000 
American troops sent to war in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, where over 1,800 of 
them have given their lives. 

All the while we have seen the ad-
ministration and the Congress turn a 
blind eye to the continuing hordes of 
millions of illegal immigrants pouring 
across our northern and southern bor-
ders. There is no amount of eaves-
dropping, searches, or overseas mili-
tary actions that will protect us 
against another 9/11 while we leave our 
borders wide open to terrorists with 
suitcase nuclear weapons or biological 
agents. 

We can secure our borders within 
months. We can secure our borders 
within months with a simple executive 
order or an agreement between our bor-
der State Governors and the Secretary 
of Defense. Congressional investigators 
say somewhere between 36,000 and 
48,000 troops would do the job. The Sec-
retary of Border Control and Immigra-
tion says maybe it will take 50,000. 
Since we are in agreement on needing 
somewhere between 36,000 and 50,000, 
there is no reason not to start deploy-
ing these forces soon. 

And that is just the first step. We 
then need to build up our border patrol 
to a level at which we do not need help 
and we can send our troops back home. 
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