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HUMANE TREATMENT FOR GITMO
PRISONERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, it is about
supper time here in the United States.
I wonder what is on the plates across
our dinner tables. Perhaps lemon baked
fish, broccoli, steamed carrots, fresh
fruit. Sounds healthy to me, maybe de-
licious to some. This menu could be on
any menu of any home or restaurant in
the United States tonight.

But, Mr. Speaker, this menu is also
what is being served in Guantanamo
Bay prison on any given night. Mr.
Speaker, we have a purpose in Guanta-
namo Bay. It is to house outlaws,
criminals, radical terrorists; they are
locked up there.

These detainees are people that have
killed Americans and want to Kkeep
killing Americans. These are people
picked up off the battlefield. They were
not wearing uniforms. They were not
state sponsored, but there were there
for a reason, and that was to execute
innocent people on the battlefield.

The Geneva Convention, Mr. Speak-
er, protects those people who are at
war, who have a chain of command.
They wear a uniform. They do not have
concealed weapons and they do not kill
the innocents. Mr. Speaker, terrorists
do just the opposite. They kill inno-
cents. They have concealed weapons.
They certainly do not wear uniforms,
and there is no chain of command.
They are not protected, Mr. Speaker,
by the Geneva Convention.

International law allows any nation
the right to detain any combatants for
a conflict’s duration to prevent them
from killing and to gather further use-
ful information. The detainees at
Guantanamo are enemy combatants.
They are there because they shot our
troops. They were involved in ter-
rorism. Any many of them have infor-
mation that could prevent further at-
tacks.

Some of them have been released.
And at least 12 of them have been re-
captured on the battlefield trying to
kill Americans.

Ann Coulter describes the tactics at
Guantanamo Bay in her latest article.
She said, Interrogators there cannot
yell at detainees. They cannot serve
the detainees cold meals except in cer-
tain circumstances. Cannot poke the
detainees in the chest or engage in any
type of pushing without some type of
monitor. And we cannot subject the de-
tainees to temperatures changes, of all
things.

Once a suspected terrorist gets to
Guantanamo, they are not treated like
the Nazis treated the Poles and the
Jews in World War II. Those that com-
pare the Nazi concentration camps to
Guantanamo owe an apology to those
people and those families that died in
those concentration camps, and they
owe an apology to the American
troops.
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My dad served in World War II. He
helped liberate those concentration
camps, and 50 years later I went to Da-
chau and saw what it was like. And
Guantanamo Bay, to be compared to a
Nazi concentration camp, it is a sham
and it is shameful conduct.

We even know that some of the pris-
oners at Guantanamo Bay have actu-
ally gained weight while they have
been there. Mr. Speaker, before I be-
came a Member of Congress, I dealt
with criminals all my life. First, as a
prosecutor, as you did, and then as a
criminal court judge for 22 years. I saw
murderers, thieves and street terror-
ists. And they came through my court.
And we sent them to jail. We sent them
to Texas jails and Texas prisons. And,
Mr. Speaker, those are jails, those are
prisons where no one wants to go. That
is what prison and jail is about.

So I invite those that criticize the
activities in Guantanamo Bay to go
there, go with me and see firsthand, be-
fore other outrageous statements are
made about the conduct there.

So tomorrow night at Guantanamo
Bay, orange glazed chicken, fresh fruit
crepes, steamed peas, and mushrooms
and rice pilaf. It does not sound like
bread and water to me.

And do you think our troops and in
Afghanistan and Iraq are getting
crepes tonight? Probably not. They are
eating C-rations out of cans as they
stand there in the desert and the heat,
protecting the world for democracy.

Those that say there is inhumane
torture there in Guantanamo, let me
say this: That dog just will not hunt.

We need to be more concerned about
Americans being killed by terrorists in
Iraq than we are about some terrorist
that is locked up in Guantanamo Bay
that gets a cold blueberry muffin.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
to claim the time of the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

——————

AMTRAK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Once again in the Subcommittee on
Transportation of the Committee on
Appropriations, we see Amtrak being
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treated like an ugly stepchild of this
Nation’s transportation system.

If we are wondering why only 19 per-
cent of the American people feel that
the Congress is in tune with their pri-
orities, the cuts in Amtrak is one bla-
tant reason why.

Yesterday we passed a $408 billion de-
fense appropriations bill, and it did not
even include the costs of the war in
Iraq. We are cutting Amtrak routes to
local governments throughout the
United States that have no other form
of public transportation. We are spend-
ing $1 billion a week in Iraq, $4 billion
a month, but this administration ze-
roes out funding for Amtrak, and the
Committee on Appropriations does not
even give them enough money to oper-
ate the Northeast corridor.

Just one week’s investment in Iraq
would significantly improve passenger
rail for the entire country for an entire
year. The current funding issue con-
cerning Amtrak brings up a funda-
mental question as to where this Na-
tion stands on public transportation.
We have an opportunity to improve the
system that serves our needs for pas-
senger rail service, or we can let it fall
apart and leave this country’s travelers
and businessmen with absolutely no al-
ternative forms of public transpor-
tation.
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Without the funding Amtrak needs to
keep operating, we will soon see people
that rely on Amtrak to get to work
each day waiting for a train that is not
coming.

We continue to subsidize highways
and aviation; but when it comes to our
passenger rail system, we refuse to pro-
vide the money Amtrak needs to sur-
vive.

This issue is much bigger than just
transportation. This is about safety
and national security. Not only should
we be giving Amtrak the money it
needs to continue to provide services;
we should be providing security money
to upgrade their tracks and improve
safety and security measures in the en-
tire rail system.

Once again, we see the Bush adminis-
tration paying for its failed policies by
cutting funds to vital public services
and jeopardizing more American jobs.

It is time for this administration to
step up to the plate and make a deci-
sion about Amtrak based on what is
best for the traveling public, not what
is best for the right wing of the Repub-
lican Party and the bean counters at
OMB.

I represent central Florida, which de-
pends on tourists for its economic sur-
vival. We need people to be able to get
to the State and enjoy it. Ever since
September 11, more and more people
are turning from the airlines to Am-
trak; and they deserve safe and depend-
able service.

This is just one example of Amtrak’s
impact on my State. Amtrak runs four
long distance trains from Florida, em-
ploying 990 residents, with wages total-
ing over $43 million, who purchased
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