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people call in and say, Are you doing 
this, are you doing that, my wife 
points out that if we do not represent 
our constituents, we will not represent 
our constituents. So if the people 
across our country demand that we be 
prepared, that we tell them how to be 
prepared themselves, then we will do 
this. 

The terrorists are looking for 
vulnerabilities to attack, and our civil-
ian infrastructure is particularly sus-
ceptible to this kind of an attack. Our 
very vulnerability invites this attack. 
Mr. Speaker, we obviously cannot do it 
yesterday. We certainty need to do it 
today and tomorrow to begin to pro-
tect ourselves against it. 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity needs to identify critical infra-
structures. What are the first things, 
Mr. Speaker, that we need to turn our 
attention to? Where would a minimal 
investment pay the biggest dividends? 
And we need to have people studying 
this. The EMP Commission has made a 
lot of very good suggestions. If we sim-
ply followed those suggestions, we 
would be a long way to where we need 
to be. The Department of Homeland Se-
curity also needs to develop a plan to 
help citizens deal with such an attack 
should it occur, and then the little 
note that our citizens need to become 
as self-sufficient as possible. 

Mr. Speaker, we have spent the bet-
ter part of an hour talking about some-
thing that one might expect to see in a 
science fiction movie or in some maga-
zine that is talking about the improb-
able. But what we are talking about 
here is a very possible, and I think 
probable, event. It is something that 
the American people have not been 
very much aware of. We hope that this 
awareness, as the EMP Commission 
continues its work, will be more wide-
spread. We hope that the American 
people will respond by doing two 
things: one, demanding that their gov-
ernment, that their Representative 
make the right kinds of choices and ap-
propriate the right kinds of moneys to 
start on the path to developing a mili-
tary that is immune to EMP attacks 
and to, as quickly as possible, develop 
a national infrastructure that will not 
collapse like a house of cards with an 
EMP attack. And, also, I believe that 
our citizens will demand that we tell 
them what they can do. 

There is an interesting phenomenon, 
Mr. Speaker. If in anticipation of a 
hurricane this fall, one goes to the gro-
cery store now and stocks up on some 
things that they need, they are going 
to be a patriot because they are im-
proving the economy. If they wait until 
the hurricane is on its way and then 
they go to the store to stock up on 
what they need, they are no longer a 
patriot. They are now a hoarder. So ex-
actly the same act is really a very good 
act or a very bad act depending upon 
when they do it. If they buy it in long 
anticipation of the event, they are now 
a real patriot. They are providing some 
assurance that they will not be a liabil-

ity and they are helping the economy. 
If they wait until the threat is at their 
door and they now buy it, now they are 
a hoarder and nobody wants a hoarder. 
So our homeland security needs to help 
us to know what we need to do so that 
we will be as self-sufficient as possible, 
an asset and not a liability. 

Mr. Speaker, there is an old saying 
that to be forewarned is to be 
forearmed. I know that probably not 
even one in 50 Americans has ever 
heard of EMP, but I will assure the 
Members that all of our potential en-
emies know all about EMP. We see it in 
their writings. We see it in their war 
games. And what we need to do, Mr. 
Speaker, is to proceed as rapidly as we 
can to develop a military that is im-
mune to EMP, to develop an infrastruc-
ture that as quickly as possible will be 
less and less damaged by EMP, and to 
provide each American citizen with the 
information they need so that they, 
their family, their social club, their 
church, as individuals, as families, as 
groups, can plan so that they will be as 
self-sufficient as possible in whatever 
emergency occurs. 

And who knows what the terrorists 
might do to us. This is clearly the most 
devastating, the most asymmetric at-
tack that could be made on our coun-
try; but there could be lesser ones that 
could for one’s family, one’s locality be 
just as devastating as an EMP attack. 

Mr. Speaker, I know the American 
people will respond and know when our 
enemies see us responding that the risk 
of this kind of attack will be 
immensurably lessened because the 
less vulnerable we are, the less likely 
they are to attack. 
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GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on the subject of the Special 
Order today by the distinguished gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. WA-
TERS). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania). Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today and the bal-
ance of the week on account of illness 
in the family. 

Mr. CARTER (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today after noon and June 
22 on account of official business. 

Mr. CONAWAY (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today after 2:30 p.m. and 
June 22 on account of attending the fu-
neral of a fallen soldier who was killed 
in Iraq. 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida (at the request 
of Mr. DELAY) for today on account of 
business in the district. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas) to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:) 

Mrs. MCCARTHY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida, for 5 

minutes, today. 
Mrs. JONES of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. JONES of North Carolina) 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
include extraneous material:) 

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GUTKNECHT, for 5 minutes, June 

28. 
Mr. PAUL, for 5 minutes, today and 

June 22. 
Ms. FOXX, for 5 minutes, June 23. 
Mr. MCCAUL of Texas, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. NORWOOD, for 5 minutes, June 22. 
Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania, for 5 

minutes, today. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 

minutes, today and June 22. 
(The following Member (at her own 

request) to revise and extend her re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 1282. An act to amend the Communica-
tions Satellite Act of 1962 to strike the 
eprivatization criteria for INTELSAT sepa-
rated entities, remove certain restrictions on 
separated and successor entities to 
INTELSAT, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Jeff Trandahl, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on June 21, 2005 he presented 
to the President of the United States, 
for his approval, the following bill. 

H.R. 483. To designate a United States 
courthouse in Brownsville, Texas, as the 
‘‘Reynaldo G. Garza and Filemon B. Vela 
United States Courthouse’’. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 
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