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Mr. Speaker, I thank all the col-

leagues on both sides of the aisle who 
have participated in this very inter-
esting debate. 

We are bringing forth the last of the 
appropriations bills with this rule. I 
think it is a remarkable achievement, 
and I think the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Chairman LEWIS) really de-
serves commendation as do all on the 
Committee on Appropriations. The 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
KNOLLENBERG) has done a great job on 
this bill. 

This particular bill that we are 
bringing forth with this rule is the 
Treasury and HUD, Transportation 
bill. I am not sure if it is the bill that 
increases the most from the current 
fiscal year, but it certainly has to be 
one of the most significant increases at 
6 percent. We hear from our friends on 
the other side of the aisle requests and 
demands for further spending and for 
further government growth; and obvi-
ously, that is legitimate, that debate is 
very legitimate. 

I think it is also important and le-
gitimate to put in context that this 
bill which has caused so much angst in 
terms of it being categorized as insuffi-
cient in spending from the other side of 
the aisle includes 6 percent more than 
the current fiscal year. 
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So it not only is an important piece 
of legislation, but it is funded, obvi-
ously, at a very high level. 

With regard, again, to points that 
were made, so many of them were made 
by colleagues who took the floor. It is 
an undeniable fact, Mr. Speaker, that 
the economic downturn began in the 
third quarter of the year 2000. 

It is an undeniable fact that Sep-
tember 11 of 2001 this country suffered 
a tremendous, unprecedented and hor-
rible criminal attack. That obviously 
contributed to the economic downturn. 

It is also an undeniable fact that due 
to the policies, certainly it is an unde-
niable fact that there have been 3 mil-
lion jobs created in the last 18 months, 
that the unemployment rate is about 5 
percent, and I think we all should be 
proud of that. 

It is important to put in context, in 
the context of what has happened in 
the economy, I think, the attacks 
which we have heard so repeatedly, as 
though we were living in a different re-
ality. The reality we are living is one 
of 3 million jobs being created in the 
last 18 months. The reality we are liv-
ing is one that reflects one of the low-
est unemployment rates in history. It 
is fair to point that out. 

And I think it is fair to point out, 
yes, the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. MCGOVERN) talked about we will 
have a debate on the Cuban dictator-
ship. I am sure we will. There is a lot 
to report in terms of the repression and 
torture and the continuation in the 
local prisons and so much more. So, 
yes, we will probably see amendments 
to loosen sanctions on that dictator-

ship, amendments that, if passed and if 
they became law, would see flows of 
hard currency going to that dictator-
ship. We will have that debate, but at 
the end of the day, I am confident that 
this Congress will continue to stand 
with those who suffer and those who 
are repressed and not those who cause 
the repression. 

So, Mr. Speaker, again, support the 
underlying legislation which I think, 
again, we owe a debt of gratitude to 
the entire Committee on Appropria-
tions not only for having it brought it 
forth in such a timely way but espe-
cially the chairman who will now soon 
take the floor. We have much to com-
mend, and I know that we have all of 
the chairmen we see here, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Chairman 
KOLBE) on the floor as well, so many 
who have worked so hard to make sure 
that all of these bills have come forth 
in really a remarkably timely way. 

So, again, I am supporting the under-
lying legislation, as well as this very 
fair rule, which is an open rule and urg-
ing support for both by all of our col-
leagues. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time, and I move the previous 
question on the resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAHOOD). The question is on ordering 
the previous question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3057, 
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
f 

FOREIGN OPERATIONS, EXPORT 
FINANCING, AND RELATED PRO-
GRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2006 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 341 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 3057. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3057) 
making appropriations for foreign op-

erations, export financing, and related 
programs for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2006, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. THORNBERRY in the 
chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered as having 
been read the first time. 

Under the rule, the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. KOLBE) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. LOWEY) 
each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. KOLBE). 

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I am very pleased to present to the 
House H.R. 3057, the fiscal year 2006 ap-
propriations bill for foreign operations, 
export financing, and related programs. 
This bill provides important funding 
for programs that support the global 
war on terror, the battle against HIV/ 
AIDS and other infectious diseases, and 
the national interests of the United 
States. 

The bill includes a total of $20.3 bil-
lion in new budget authority for fiscal 
year 2006. This represents a reduction 
of $2.6 billion, or 11 percent, from the 
President’s budget request. The bill is 
$533 million above the fiscal year 2005- 
enacted level, not including the most 
recent supplemental appropriations of 
2005. With all of the supplemental ap-
propriations of last year included, the 
recommendation represents a decrease 
of $2 billion from the 2005 level. 

As to whether this amount is consid-
ered adequate, I quote from two head-
lines in Associated Press articles that 
appeared after the subcommittee 
markup of June 14. The first reads: 
‘‘Lawmakers Propose U.S. Foreign Aid 
Boost,’’ and less than an hour later the 
headline reads: ‘‘GOP-Led Panel 
Slashes Foreign Aid Program.’’ Those 
were headlines an hour apart. So Mem-
bers can lend their support to this bill 
because it increases foreign aid, or 
they can oppose it because it slashes 
foreign aid, or they can do either way 
with either one of those ideas. 

It is important to state at the outset 
that the bill was developed in a bipar-
tisan manner. I give enormous credit 
to the gentlewoman from New York 
(Mrs. LOWEY), my ranking minority 
member, for engaging in a process that 
resulted in agreement on the basic 
components of this package, even if 
funding compromises had to be found 
on both sides. 

We have made a focus of this year’s 
proposal greater oversight of the ex-
penditure of taxpayers’ dollars. The re-
port accompanying this bill includes 
language that requires more account-
ability of our foreign assistance dollars 
by urging the Department to set trans-
parent goals and in tangible ways that 
measure progress toward these goals. 
Results, rather than resource levels, 
should be the yardstick for measuring 
U.S. assistance programs. 

Furthermore, this bill and report in-
clude many requirements for the sub-
mission of financial plans, limiting ex-
penditures until certain reforms are 
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