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compared with 594 Public Laws. The 88th 
Congress passed 360 Private Laws compared 
with 666 Public Laws. 

Under rule XXIV, clause six, the Private Cal-
endar is called the first and third Tuesday of 
each month. The consideration of the Private 
Calendar bills on the first Tuesday is manda-
tory unless dispensed with by a two-thirds 
vote. On the third Tuesday, however, recogni-
tion for consideration of the Privrte Calendar is 
within the discretion of the Speaker and does 
not take precedence over other privileged 
business in the House. 

On the first Tuesday of each month, after 
disposition of business on the Speaker’s table 
for reference only, the Speaker directs the call 
of the Private Calendar. If a bill called is ob-
jected to by two or more Members, it is auto-
matically recommitted to the Committee re-
porting it. No reservation of objection is enter-
tained. Bills unobjected to are considered in 
the House in the CommIttee of the Whole. 

On the third Tuesday of each month, the 
same procedure is followed with the exception 
that omnibus bills embodying bills previously 
rejected have preference and are in order re-
gardless of objection. 

Such omnibus bills are read by paragraph 
and no amendments are entertained except to 
strike out or reduce amounts or provide limita-
tions. Matters so stricken out shall not be 
again included in an omnibus bill during that 
session. Debate is limited to motions allowable 
under the rule and does not admit motions to 
strike out the last word or reservation of objec-
tions. The rules prohibit the Speaker from rec-
ognizing Members for statements or for re-
quests for unanimous consent for debate. Om-
nibus bills so passed are thereupon resolved 
in their component bills, which are engrossed 
separately and disposed of as if passed sepa-
rately. 

Private Calendar bills unfinished on one 
Tuesday go over to the next Tuesday on 
which such bills are in order and are consid-
ered before the call of bills subsequently on 
the calendar. Omnibus bills follow the same 
procedure and go over to the next Tuesday on 
which that class of business is again in order. 
When the previous question is ordered on a 
Private Calendar bill, the bill comes up for dis-
position on the next legislative day. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to describe to 
the newer Members the Official Objectors 
Committee, the system the House has estab-
lished to deal with the great volume of Private 
Bills. 

The Majority Leader and the Minority Read-
er each appoint three Members to serve as 
Private Calendar Objectors during a Congress. 
The Objectors are on the Floor ready to object 
to any Private Bill which they feel is objection-
able for any reason. Seated near them to pro-
vide technical assistance are the majority and 
minority legislative clerks. 

Should any Member have a doubt or ques-
tion about a particular Private Bill, he or she 
can get assistance from objectors, their clerks, 
or from the Member who introduced the bill. 

The great volume of private bills and the de-
sire to have an opportunity to study them 
carefully before they are called on the Private 
Calendar has caused the six objectors to 
agree upon certain ground rules. The rules 
iimit consideration of bills placed on the Pri-
vate Calendar only shortly before the calendar 
is called. With this agreement, adopted on 
June 28, 2005, the Members of the Private 

Calendar Objectors Committee have agreed 
that during the 109th Congress, they will con-
sider only those bills which have been on the 
Private Calendar for a period of seven (7) 
days, excluding the day the bill is reported and 
the day the calendar is called. Reports must 
be available to the Objectors for three (3) cal-
endar days. 

It is agreed that the majority and minority 
clerks will not submit to the Objectors any bills 
which do not meet this requirement. 

This policy will be strictly enforced except 
during the closing days of a session when the 
House rules are suspended. 

This agreement was entered into by: The 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. COBLE), 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT), the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. FEENEY), the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr BOUCHER), the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF), and the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GRIJALVA). 

I feel confident that I speak for my col-
leagues when I request all Members to enable 
us to give the necessary advance consider-
ations to private bills by not asking that we de-
part from the above agreement unless abso-
lutely necessary. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE 
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. 
MILLENDER-MCDONALD) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. ENGEL addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. ETHERIDGE (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for June 27 and until 5:00 p.m. 
June 28 on account of official business. 

Mr. HIGGINS (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today before 5:00 p.m. on 
account of official business. 

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan (at the 
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today until 
1:00 p.m. 

Mr. ORTIZ (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of official 
business in the district. 

Mr. CLYBURN (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of a 
BRAC hearing. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina (at the 
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today from 

10:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. on account of 
official business. 

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina (at the 
request of Mr. DELAY) for today from 
11:45 a.m. until 6:30 p.m. on account of 
a BRAC hearing in his district. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today on account of illness. 

Mr. KINGSTON (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today and June 29 until 1:00 
p.m. on account of illness in the fam-
ily. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas) to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:) 

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. STRICKLAND, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida, for 5 

minutes, today. 
Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
Mr. ENGEL, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. GINGREY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

Mr. COBLE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. NORWOOD, for 5 minutes, June 30. 
Mr. MCHENRY, for 5 minutes, June 29. 
Mr. GINGREY, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Member (at his own 

request) to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Mr. HAYES, for 5 minutes, today. 
f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 260. An act to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to provide technical and finan-
cial assistance to private landowners to re-
store, enhance, and manage private land to 
improve fish and wildlife habitats through 
the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program; 
to the Committee on Resources. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 10 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, June 29, 2005, at 10 
a.m. 
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